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Mr. De Lasso Loos 
Blackwood and Nichols 
Box 1237 
Durango, Colorado 81301 

Dear Mr. LOOSE -

Enclosed i s our archaeological survey report for four 
wells i n the Navajo Dam area. Well #1-03 'was inspected 
e a r l i e r t h i s spring, but "because of snow cover, a com­
plete inspection was not possible. A l l areas are rec-
commended f o r archaeological clearance, and f i n a l clear­
ance w i l l be granted by the Bureau of Land Management 
for three wells, and by the Bureau of Reclamation f o r 
well #103. 

Also enclosed i s our invoice for the survey. 

Thank you f o r c a l l i n g on us to perform the survey, • 
and i f there are any questions regarding the reoort 
or survey, please contact us. 

Sincerely, 

DIVISION OF CONSERVATION 
ARCHAEOLOGY 

Mrs. Nancy S.. Hewe 11 
Staff Archaeologist 

Enclosures 
cc:: Mr.. Robert Caulkins, BLM 

Mr. Jerry Long, USGS, Durango 
Mr. Wayne E v e r i t t , Bureau of Reclamation 
Mr. Tom Merlan, State Planning Office 
Mr. Stewart Peckham, Museum of New Mexico 
Mr. Charles McKinney, Dept. of the I n t e r i o r 
Dr.. Cynthia Irwin-Williams, Principal Investigator. DCA 
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Introduction 

The Division of Conservation Archaeology of the San Juan County 
Museum Association recently completed an archaeological survey 
near Navajo Dam, New Mexico on lands to be impacted by the con- • 
struction of four gas wells by Blackwood and Nichols, Durango, 
Colorado. 

The survey project was i n i t i a t e d at the request'of Mr. 0. B. 
Wittenburg of Blackwood and Nichols on March 20, 1978. I t was 
administered by Mr. De Lasso Loos of Blackwood and Nichols and 
by Dr. Cynthia Irwin-Williams, Principal Investigator for the DCA. 

The f i e l d work was conducted by Nancy S. Hewett of the DCA on 
March 23, 1978 under provisions of Federal Antiquities permit 
#78-NM-Ol5 which has been issued to Eastern New Mexico University 
and used by the DCA with written permission. Also present i n the ' 
f i e l d were Mr. Wittenburg, Blackwood, and Nichols; Mr. Carl Barrick, 
USGS; Mr. Jim H i l l , Allen Construction Company; Mr. Brantley Dickey, 
BLM; Mr. Leonard T r u j i i l o , Bureau of Reclamation; and Mr. B i l l 
Trotter, New Mexico State Park Department. 

Survey 

The requested archaeological survey involved three well pad locations 
on lands under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of Bureau of Land Management, one 
well under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the Bureau of Reclamation. For 
specific-details of location please see the attached topographic ' 
maps and the paragraph descriptions below. 

The general, survey procedure was to walk the area of the proposed 
construction i n a zig zag manner. "Visual inspection was made of 
the ground surface for evidence of any a r t i f a c t u a l materials of 
hi s t o r i c or prehistoric o r i g i n . Erosional gullies were checked 
for accumulations of materials deposited by slope wash. F l o r a l , 
faunal, and geological "observations were made to describe the 
environment. • \ss , 

Northeast Blanco Unit #2 3Aj 

Land Jurisdiction: Bureau of Land Management minerals 
•31°' • . 

Legal Description: 18001 F/NL F/WL Section 6 T30N R7W N.M.P.M. 
San Juan County, New Mexico. 

Map Source: U.S.G.S. 151 Navajo Dam Quadrangle 

Area Surveyed: 300' x 2^0' (pad) approx. 1200' x 20' (road) 

Description: The access road w i l l begin at an existing graded road 
and run down a moderate slope to the well pad. The well pad w i l l 
be situated on the f a i r l y level t e r r a i n of a ledge overlooking the 



Pine River to tbe east. The vegetation consists of juniper 
(Juniperus sp.), pinon (Pinus edulis), sagebrush (Artemisia trlden­
tata) , snakeweed (Gutierrezia sarothrae), Mormon tea (Ephedra sp.), 
narrow leaf yucca (Yucca angustissima) and grasses. Throughout 
the area of the road and well pad there are u n f i l l e d p i t s where 
s o i l samples had been taken. Back d i r t includes an abundance of 
cobblestones and gravels. The pipeline i s staked to the east of 
the access road down steeper t e r r a i n . There i s evidence of grazing, 
and the s o i l i s a sandy clay loam of varying depths. 

Cultural Resourcesr^Approximately 15 meters north of the well 
stake a fork s t i c k hogan was found. Two of the nine major poles 
were forked, and the hogan has a diameter of *+M. Associated with 
the remains i s a simple hearth 1 meter east, and a very l i g h t scatter 
(6)' of small (less than thumbnail size).ceramic sherds. One pink 
chert waste flake was also noted near the hogan. In the general 
area of the well pad there are several burned out juniper tree ' 
stumps. 

RecommendationsY During the survey the well stake was relocated . 
130' to the west, and the site (DCA-78-33) was flagged for avoidance. 
Mr. H i l l ' o f Allen Construction (the d i r t contractor; assured me 
that he would supervise i n i t i a l construction of the well pad and 
the site would not be disturbed. Archaeological clearance is : 
recommended for the road^and well pad with the s t i p u l a t i o n that 
the site remain i n t a c t . 

Northeast Blanco Unit %6A" 

Land Juri s d i c t i o n : Bureau of Land Management minerals 

Legal Description:" 2100' F/NL 300' F/WL Section 31 T31N R7W N.M.P.M. 
San Juan County, New Mexico. 

Map Source:' U.S.G.S. 151 Navajo Dam Quadrangle 

Area Surveyed: 3001 x 2^0' (pad) 25001 x 20' (road) \ 

Description: The access road w i l l traverse the north-facing side 
of a moderately steep slope. The well pad is situated- on broken, 
sloping terrain which has abundant surface cover of cobblestones. 
The vegetation includes juniper, pinon, sagebrush, narrow and 
broad leaf yucca (Y, baccata), sparse mountain mahogany (Cercoparpus 
montanus), antelope bitterbrush (Purshia t r l d e n t a t a ) , and Mormon 
tea. v 

Cultural Resources: No a r t i f a c t s were noted. 

Recommendation: Archaeological clearance is recommended 
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