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New Mexico 0il Conservation Division
Post Office Box 2088
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Mr. LeMay:

This is a request for administrative approval for an unorthodox
gas well location in the Undesignated Fruitland Pool. Application
was previously made and approved for this well at 1770' from the
North line and 1910' from the East line of Section 29, T-32-N,
R-6-W, SAn Juan County, New Mexico.

It is intended to locate the El Paso Natural Gas Company Allison
Unit #102 at 860' from the North line and 1950' from the East line
of Section 29, T=39-N, R-5-W, San Juan County, New Mexico.

3?_
Extremely rough terrain in the form of steep cliffs makes it
impossible to build an orthodox location in the northeast quarter
of this section.

A copy of this application is being submitted to all offset
operators by certified mail with a request that they furnish your
Santa Fe office with a Waiver of Objection, and return one copy to
this office.

Plats showing the proposed well location and the terrain in
Section 29, along with an ownership plat, are attached.

Sincerely yo ¥
Peggy Doak
encl.
WAIVER
hereby waives objection to E1l Paso Natural Gas

Company's application for an unorthodox location for their Allison
Unit #102 as proposed above.

By: Date:

cc: Tenneco 0il

Meridian Qil Inc., 3535 East 30th St., P.O. Box 4289, Farmington, New Mexico 87499-4289, Telephone 505-327-0251



EL PASO NATURAL GAS COMPANY

Allison Unit #102, Undesignated Fruitland

Well Name
Footage---- 860' FNL; 1950"' FEL o
APPLICATION FOR NON-STANDARD LOCATION
County San_Juan State New Mexico Section=29 Township 30N Range
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I DiVISION OF CONSERVATION ARCHAEOLOGY

Museum Association

San Juan County ) /\/' /G E
Pj §40

May 5, 1988

MAY091q
Mr. Charles Werner OM CON giv

Meridian 0il
P.0. Box 4289 , Dist, 4

Farmington, New Mexico 87499
Dear Mr. Werner:

Our report on the archaeological survey of the relocation of Allison No.
102 south of Allison Colorado in San Juan County, New Mexico is enclosed.

Three isolated loci were found. Two previously recorded sites abut the
location.

We have recommended archaeological clearance with the stipulation that a
fenceline be placed on both the eastern and western edge of the well pad
boundary and that initial stages of fence construction be monitored by an
archaeologist. This will ensure that SJC-1454 directly to the west and
SJC-1454 directly to the east are not disturbed. The fence should remain in
place during the drilling operation of the well pad.

The BLM will review this report and make the final decision on
archaeological clearance for your project.

Also enclosed is an invoice for our services. We have enjoyed working
with you and hope we can be of service again. If you have any questions,
please call us. We will be happy to help you.

Sincerely,

o Homesck

Patricia M. HancockA“g
Supervisory Archaeologist

cc: Resource Area Manager, BLM, Farmington (3)
Mr. Leonard Lord, EPNG, Farmington

San Juan County Archaeological Research Center & Library
975 U.S. Highway 64 e Farmington, New Mexico 87401 e (505) 632-2733 or 632-2013



Tenneco Oil Company

A Tenneco Company

Rocky Mountain Division

P.O. Box 3249 Delivery Address:
Englewood, Colorado 80155 6162 South Willow Drive
(303) 740-4800 Englewood, Colorado 80111

A\ 'Ié){r ~ June 9, 1988

Sy (WQF\‘« V”'\,W’”?i\’ ML

By

New Mexico 0il Consefvation 535 Msion
P. 0. Box 2088
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Attention: William LeMay

Re: Unorthodox Location

Allison Unit Well No.

Sec. 29, T30N, R5W

102

San Juan County, New Mexico

Gentlemen:

Attached is an approved copy of Meridian's letter of June 2, 1988 indicating
Tenneco has no objection to Meridian's request for an unorthodox Tlocation

for the above captioned well.
Yours very truly,

TENNECO OIL COMPANY

é

Carley tk1ns
Manager, Joint Interest

cc: L. Jones
J. Pack
Meridian 011 Inc.
Farmington, New Mexico



MERIDIAN OIL

June 2, 1988

Mr. William LeMay

New Mexico 0il Conservation Division
Post Office Box 2088

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Dear Mr. LeMay:

This is a request for administrative approval for an unorthodox
gas well location in the Undesignated Fruitland Pool. Application
was previously made and approved for this well at 1770' from the
North line and 1910' from the East line of Section 29, T-32-N,
R-6-W, SAn Juan County, New Mexico.

It is intended to locate the El1 Paso Natural Gas Company Allison
Unit #102 at 860' from the North line and 1950' from the East line
of Section 29, T-30-N, R-5-W, San Juan County, New Mexico.

Extremely rough terrain in the form of steep cliffs makes it
impossible to build an orthodox location in the northeast quarter
of this section.

A copy of this application is being submitted to all offset
operators by certified mail with a request that they furnish your
Santa Fe office with a Waiver of Objection, and return one copy to
this office.

Plats showing the proposed well location and the terrain in
Section 29, along with an ownership plat, are attached.

Sincerely yvo .
/ ; ;
. S A

Peggy Doak
encl.
WAIVER
:ZE:VIVEC-@ 0/:/ hereby waives objection to E1l Paso Natural Gas

Company's application for an unorthodox location for their Allison
oneTa

Unit #l%i S PLODOS, above.
By: é
Nas?

Ot m— Date: %/f;ﬁa
cc: Tenneco 0il

Meridian Ol inc., 3535 East 30th St., P.O. Box 4289, Farmington, New Mexico 87499-4289, Telephone 505-327-0251
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Project No. 39-88-C Cultural Resource Use Permit
7-2920-87-D (NM BLM)

An Archaeological Survey of
The Relocation of Allison No. 102
Located South of Allison, Colorado,
San Juan County, New Mexico

for

Meridian 0il

by

Patricia M. Hancock
Supervisory Archaeologist

Submitted by

Margaret A. Powers
Principal Investigator

DIVISION OF CONSERVATION ARCHAEOLOGY

Technical Report No. 1311
San Juan County Archaeological Research Center and Library

May 5, 1988



ABSTRACT

On April 29, 1988, the Division of Conservation Archaeology of the San
Juan County Museum Association completed an archaeological survey of the
relocation of Allison No. 102 for Meridian 0il. The survey area is located
south of Allison, Colorado in San Juan County, New Mexico and is under the
jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management. Approximately 5.7 acres were
intensively inventoried.

Three isolated loci were found. The documentation of the isolates in the
field has exhausted their research potential. Two previously recorded sites
abut the location. Archaeclogical clearance is recommended with the
stipulation that fenceline should be placed on both the eastern and western
‘edge of the well pad boundary and the initial stages of fence construction
should be monitored by an archaeologist. This will ensure that SJC-1454
directly to the west and SJC-1455 directly to the east are not disturbed. The
fence should remain in place during the drilling operation of the well pad.



INTRODUCTION

On April 29, 1988, the Division of Conservation Archaeology (DCA) of the
San Juan County Museum Association conducted an archaeological survey for
Meridian 0il Company of Farmington, New Mexico. Charles Werner of Meridian
0il requested the survey on April 25, 1988 and administered the project.
Margaret A. Powers administered the project for DCA.

In recognition of the limited, nonrenewable nature of archaeological
remains, the federal government has enacted legislation that is designed to
conserve and protect these resources. The principal legislation includes the
Antiquities Act of 1906 (PL 52-209), the Historic Preservation Act of 1966
(PL 89-665) and, as amended (PL 96-515), the National Envirommental Policy Act
of 1969 (PL 91-852), the 1971 Executive Order No. 11593, the Archaeological
and Historical Conservation Act of 1974 (PL 93-291), and the Archaeological
Resources Protection Act of 1979 (PL 96-95). In addition, the Navajo Nation
and the states of Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, and Colorado have enacted laws to
ensure compliance with federal legislation and to protect archaeological
resources within their jurisdiction. Work undertaken in the course of this
project is intended to comply with these statutes and is governed by the
stipulations of Cultural Resource Use Permit No. 7-2920-87-D (NM BLM).

Patricia M. Hancock, DCA archaeologist, surveyed the project area for
cultural remains. The following persons were present during the field
inspection on April 29, 1988: Ross Lankford (Meridian 0il) and Neil Edwards
(San Juan Engineering).

METHODS

The area was surveyed by walking straight line transects spaced 12 to 15m
apart across the well pad. A buffer zone 100 ft wide was added to each side
of the well pad. The archaeologist recorded all cultural remains. Those
. whose information potential exceeded what could be extracted during the survey
phase were assigned site status. Other cultural remains were documented as
isolated loci (IL). Pertinent environmental data were also recorded.

In addition to field inspection, the archaeologist conducted a search of
the records at the BLM Farmington Resource Area office and DCA on April 28,
1988 to determine if any sites had been recorded in the project area. Site
and project records required by the BLM and the NMHPD were completed.

The records search revealed the presence of nine sites within a one mile
radius of the project area. The-sites are described in Table 1 and are shown
on the map provided only to the BLM (Supplement 1).



Table 1. Sites in a One Mile Radius of the Project Area

Site No. Description

LA 4530 Anasazi isolated room

LA 10519 No information available
DCA-84-256 Rosa or Piedra Phase pithouse
DCA-85-47 Rosa Phase habitation
SJC~-1454 See cultural resources
SJC-1455 See cultural resources
SJC~1456 Anasazi pithouse village
SJC~-1459 Rosa Phasé village

SJC-1460 Anasazi habitation



PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Allison #102 (Figure 1)

Legal Description: T32N, R6W, Section 29, S 1/2 NW 1/4 NE 1/4
: 860' F/NL, 1950' F/EL
N.M.P.M., San Juan County, New Mexico

Map Source: U.S.G.S. 7.5' Bancos Wash NW, New Mexico (1954,
photorevised 1982)

Land Jurisdiction: Bureau of Land Management
Project Area: 300' x 300' (well pad)

Surveyed Area: 500' x 500' (well pad with buffer)
5.7 Acres

Description: The proposed well pad is located on the base of a mesa which is
at the northern extreme of Cottonwood Canyon. The northern half of the pad is
in the rugged boulder-strewn talus slope of the mesa. The southern half
flattens out near the road. The slope to the southwest and the soil is gray
clay. Access will be from an existing road which is directly along the
southern pad boundary. An overhead electric line for cathodic protection runs
along the northern edge of this road.

The woodland vegetation cover is 80-90% and includes pinyon pine (Pinus
edulis), juniper (Juniperus sp.), sagebrush (Artemisia tridentata), snakeweed
(Gutierrezia sarothrae), cheatgrass (Bromus tectorum), and crested wheatgrass
(Agropyron cristatum).

Cultural Resources: Three isolated loci were found (Table 2). IL #1 is a
basalt tertiary flake found in the western buffer zone. IL #2 is a black
chert tertiary flake found near the center stake. IL #3 is a broken river
cobble two-hand mano with edge pecking. It is located in the central pad area
among the boulders of the talus slope.

Table 2. 1Isolated Loci

Legal Description UTM Coordinates Veg. Land
IL# T R Sec. 1/4 1/4 1/4 (Zone 13) Zone form Description
1 32N 6W 29 SW NW NE  4092720N, 279200E 1 2  Basalt tertiary
flake
2 32N 6W 29 SE NW NE  4092680N, 279260E 1 2 Black chert
tertiary flake
3 32N 6W 29 SE NW NE  4092720N, 279270E 1 3 Broken cobble two

hand mano with
edge pecking



All ILs on U.S.G.S. 7.5' Bancos NW, New Mexico (1954, photorevised 1982).
1 = woodland

2 = base of talus slope

3 = talus slope

No new archaeological sites were found. Two previous recorded sites abut
the location. S8JC-1454 is about 100 ft to the west of the location. It
consists of a charcoal stain along the northern edge of the existing road, two
possible rock features, and a sparse lithic artifact and groundstone artifact
scatter. SJC-1455 is approximately 75-100 ft east of the location. It
consists of a wide spread Anasazi artifact scatter, a possible surface
structure, and rubble.

Both sites had been impacted by the access road to Allison No. 53 at the
time they were recorded (Hooten 1987). Subsequent to Hooten's survey, the
boundaries of SJC-1454 were extended. This extension was done by Wheelbarger
during the original survey of Allison No. 102 (Wheelbarger, report in
preparation). The first proposed location was to the east of Allison No. 102
and the second proposed location to the south., Both locations were rejected
because of the presence of SJC-1454,

Recommendations: We have recommended archaeological clearance with the
stipulation that a fenceline be placed on both the eastern and western edge of
the well pad boundary and that initial stages of fence construction be
monitored by an archaeologist. This will ensure that SJC-1454 directly to the
west and SJC-1454 directly to the east are not disturbed. The fence should
remain in place during the drilling operation of the well pad.

REFERENCE CITED

Hooten, L. J. ,
1987 An Archaeological Inventory Survey of 6.33 Miles of Proposed
Right-of-ways for Overhead Electrical Distribution Lines to
Provide Service to Thirteen Well Locations in Northeastern San
Juan County, New Mexico Conducted for the City of Farmington,
Electrical Utility System. San Juan College Report #86-SJC-113,
Farmington. .



» g \Sirﬁ*

3 )
CD £\>\7ll e 4 R
\ -, \&«@C \ )

®)

‘Q‘ AN /)
=t

FIGURE 1
Proposed well pad Allison No. 102 located
on U.S.G.S. Bancos Mesa NW, N. M., 1954
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STATE 9F NEW MEXICO

ENERGY ano MINERALS DEPARTMIENT

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION ™
AZTEC OISTRICT OFHCE

e i
O1L CONSERVATION DIVISION ‘.\\\ JUN 90 U88 l : ’
BOX 2088 S\L,\‘

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501
DATE -85

RE: Proposed MC
Proposed DHC
Proposed NSL
Proposed SWD
Proposed WFX
Proposed PMX

’“15?__(,‘@"\‘ Miul\”‘ \ Onaes

QATTTAE

Gentlemen:

I have examined the appllication dated é;" &S

1000 NN BNAZOS RDAD
AZTEC, NEW MEXICO 87410
(505) 334-6178

for the 4/%/ T . 422/{ /7[4 750 #/f)?

B -2 fen

Operator Lease and Well No.,

and my recommendations are as follows:

Unit,” S=-T-R

Yours truly,

P /{;/ﬁvé_\




STATE OF-MEW-MEXICO A3
ENERGY ano MINERALS DEPARTMENT

OlL CONSERVATION DIVISION
AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICE

— TR : .
S GIEAIEA e R
Uy 7 _?_} (505) 334-6178
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION .
BOX 2088

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 il

DATE /) = 200 8
RE: Proposed MC
Proposed DHC
Proposed NSL
Proposed SWD
Proposed WFX
Proposed PMX
Gentlemen:
| have examined the application dated _jf*’/ 5.
Operator - Lease and Well No, Unit, S-T-R

and my recommendations are as follows:

zfg?j,uflj”ﬂfmt' 2

! \7//

Yours truly,




