
Unocal Oil & Gas Division 
Unocal Corporation „ . , % , . . , -
900 Werner Court, RO. Box 2620 ' i ••> - ' r p 1 

Casper, Wyoming 82602-2620 f> r " 
Telephone (307) 234-1563 
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& 

February 16, 1994 FEB2 4 I 9 9 4 -
Oii CON. 

State of New Mexico 
O i l Conservation Division 
310 Old Santa Fe T r a i l 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 

Gentlemen: 

Union O i l Company of Cali f o r n i a (UNOCAL) requests permission 
f o r a nonstandard location f o r our Rincon Unit No. 229E 
w e l l , located 660' FSL & 1190' FWL, Section 34, T27N, R7W, 
Rio Arriba County, New Mexico. 

This w e l l i s a proposed dual Basin Dakota/Largo Gallup w e l l 
t h a t does not conform, as staked, t o a "standard" location 
being approximately 130' too close t o the south l i n e . I t i s 
not feasible t o move the location f u r t h e r t o the north 
because of e x i s t i n g archeological s i t e s and the surrounding 
topography. See attachments. 

The o f f s e t lease owner, Central Resources, Inc., has been 
contacted by c e r t i f i e d l e t t e r requesting waiver of objection 
to t h i s proposed unorthodox location. 

I f you have any questions, please contact me at (307) 234-
1563, ext. 116. Thank you for your help i n t h i s matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Benson 
D r i l l i n g Superintendent 

Attachments 
cc: Ernie Busch, Aztec, NM 

JBB:co 
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Table 1. Sites recorded within 1/2 mile of survey area, 
Museum of New Mexico sites (Page 2 of 3). 

Well No. LA No. Feature Culture Period 

Rincon Unit 302 

Rincon Unit 164E 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Rincon Unit 186M 

Rincon Unit 303 

Rincon Unit 187E 

Rincon Unit 231E 

88794 Hearth Anasazi 
Possible subterranean structure 
Lithic scatter 

88800 Hogan Navajo 

78895 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

78174 Hogan Navajo 
Stain 
Flre-cracked/buraed rock 

78669 Ceramic scatter • Navajo 

25907 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Ere-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

77102 Stain Unknown 
Ground stone 
Lithic scatter 

82994 Ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Lithic 

82995 Hearth Navajo 
Stain 

83008 Pithouse Anasazi 
Midden 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

83681 Fire-cracked/burned rock Anasazi 
Lithic scatter 
Ground stone 

BM2: AD 1-500 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD 700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Unknown 



Site Number: LA 102256 

Location: 

UTM Location: 

Well Location: 

Map Reference: 

Cultural/Temporal 
Affiliation: 

Site Type: 

Description: 

Significance: 

Project Effect: 

NE1/* of the SW/4 of the SW/4, Section 34, Township 27 North, Range 7 West, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico (Figure 3). 

Zone 13, E 270100/N 4045000 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Gould Pass, N. Mex. 7.5 minute, 1985 [Provisional] 

Anasazi, Late Pueblo I , Piedra Phase/Gobernador (?) Navajo 

Specialized activity area/Habitation 

LA102256 is situated around the edge of a small rincon (Figure 49) rimmed with 
sandstone cliffs app. 15 ft. high and boulders. The edge of the rincon is lined with 
pinyon-juniper woodland with an understory of snakeweed, grasses and snakeweed. 
Sagebrush flats are to the east. Three loci were defined. Locus A is a Piedra Phase 
sherd and lithic scatter on a low ridgeline extending southeast from the mesa (Figure 
50). Sherds include 1 Piedra Black-on-white, 20-30 undecorated white ware, and 10-
20 grayware. Flaked lithics consist o f 10-20 fine-grain dark brown quartzite 
secondary flakes. Some fire-cracked rock and small sandstone slabs are also present, 
but no features were observed. Loci B and C are Navajo. Locus B consists of a 
burned hogan and a trash concentration. The hogan is app 3.5 m in diameter and 
is defined by sandstone outline. A burned post is present at the possible door 
opening. A possible slab-lined bin is along the north wall, and the observable 
portion measures 70 cm wide and 46 cm long. Charcoal, burned juniper and 
sandstone fragments are visible in the fill. Two projectile points (Figure 51) were 
located on the southwest edge of the hogan outline. Point A is a corner-notched red 
and grey chalcedony point with a concave base, tangs, and reworked tip. It measures 
2.8 cm long, and 2.2 cm wide at the tangs. Point B, of banded gray, black, and white 
chalcedony, is a reworked probable early point. It is broken without the original 
base or tip, but the tip has been reworked. It is 6.1 cm long, and 1.5 cm max. width. 
The trash concentration is a 2.6 m long and 0.3 m thick lens eroding from the edge 
of a drainage (Figure 52). One sherd of thin highly-overfired (black and bright brick 
red) gray Navajo ware, some burned bone, and much charcoal were present in the 
concentration. A cedar post and two sandstone rocks were adjacent to the lens. 
Locus C consists of a pictograph panel under a small overhang. The panel consists 
of a possible yei figure in red ocher and several animals in white (Figure 53), as well 
as several other red splotches which cannot be interpreted. The roof of the overhang 
has traces of sooting but much of roof has fallen and the original floor level is 
unknown. There is possible depth in the overhang below the pictograph. A large 
brown quartzite core and several flakes were present. An obsidian projectile point 
with a convex base and side notches was located in front of the overhang. It 
measures 2.8 cm long and 1.23 cm wide at the base. 

This site is recommended as eligible for nomination to the NRHP due to the 
presence of intact and burned Navajo structures and deposits that can yield 
significant data on architecture, subsistence and material culture of this time period. 

Site is located on the far western edge of the buffer zone and will not be impacted 
by construction. 

Action Taken: None 
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Figure 49. Site plan map, LA102256. 
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Figure 51. Projectile Points, Locus B, Site LA102256. 
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Figure 52. View of Locus B, Site LA10Z256, looking northwest. 
Midden lens in foreground. 

Figure 53. Pictograph panel, Locus C, Site LA 102256. 



Site Number: LA 102257 

Location: 

UTM Location: 

Well Location: 

Map Reference: 

Cultural/Temporal 
Affiliation: 

Site Type: 

Description: 

Significance: 

Project Effect: 

SW!/4 of the SEVi of the SWVi, Section 34, Township 27 North, Range 7 West, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico (Figure 3). 

Zone 13, E 270210/N 4044810 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Gould Pass, N. Mex., 7.5 minute, 1985 [Provisional] 

Gobernador Navajo 

Campsite or specialized use area 

LA102257 is situated on a south-trending flat-topped ridge between two drainages. 
Sandstone bedrock outcrops occur to the north of the site on the ridge. The fine 
sandy silt of the ridge supports an open pinyon-juniper woodland with sparse 
sagebrush and grasses (Figure 54). Two hearth areas, Locus A and Locus B, with 
associated ceramics, are present (Figure 55). Locus A consisted of a charcoal soil 
stain and fire-cracked rock with associated sherds and some burnt bone fragments 
(Figure 56). The sherds include 4 Gobernador Polychrome and approximately 50 
Navajo Gray ware. Locus B is a concentration of fire-cracked rock associated with 
one Navajo Gray sherd. A sparse scatter of sherds is present on the ridgetop and in 
the erosional channels along the edges of the ridgetop. 

This limited activity site is considered significant due to its possibility for yielding 
data on Gobernador period subsistence, and possible dating materials. 

Site is just outside buffer zone to southeast of wellpad and will not be affected by 
construction of wellpad. 

Action Taken: None 
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Figvire 55. Site plan map, LA102257. 
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Figure 56. Closeup of Locus A, Site LA10Z257, 
showing soil stain and sherds. 
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Unocal Oil & Gas Division 
Unocal Corporation 
900 Werner Court, RO. Box 2620 
Casper, Wyoming 82602-2620 
Telephone (307) 234-1563: - ,N DIVISION 

y EL 76 

February 18, 1994 

State of New Mexico 
Oil Conservation Division 
310 Old Santa Fe T r a i l 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please find the front page of the APD's that have 
been f i l e d with the BLM-Farmington, for the nonstandard well 
locations for the following Rincon wells for which f i l i n g s 
were mailed to the State of New Mexico on February 17, 1994: 
#128M, #133E, #229E, #302, and #303. Please attach the 
APD's to the f i l i n g package for each well. 

I have also enclosed the fi l i n g s for Rincon #11E and 150E in 
the proper format. 

I f you have any questions, please contact me at (307) 234-
1563, ext. 116. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Benson 
Drilling Superintendent 

Attachments 
cc: Ernie Busch, Aztec, NM 

JBB:co 



3ru; 3160-3 
oly 199?> UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

SUBMIT I N T R I P L I C A T E * 

(Other Instructions oa 
rercrse side) 

F O R M A P P R O V E D 
OMR NO. 10044136 

Expires: Fcbrasiy 28,1995 

DSSIONATION AND SESIAL NO. 

SF 080213 

APPLICATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL OR DEEPEN 
6. IT INDIAN, ALLOTTIS OK TBIBE NAME 

I. TTPE OF WOBK 

1. TTPE or WELL 
on. i—l 
WELL 1 I 

DRILL B DEEPEN • 

OAS 
WELL 

SINGLE 
ZONE • MULTIPLE 

ZONE L33 

T. ONIT AQBEZMBST MAMS 

RINCON 

• NAME OP OPEEATOS 

UNION OIL COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA 

& MSMOEUMSBHAMaWBU.NO. 

_1 RINCON 229-E 
9. AHWBu.No. 

P. 0. Box 2620, Casper, WY 82602 (307)234-1563, ext. 116 10. rlELO AND POOL. 08 WILDCAT 

L O C A T I O N or W E L L (Beport location clearly aod In accordance with any State requirements.* > 
At xurtace 

1190* FWL & 660' FSL 
At proposed- prod, sons 

Same 

Basin Dakota/Largo Gallup 

14. DISTANCE IM UILXS ANO DIB8CTI0H FBOM IfEABEaT TOWN OE POST O m C S * 

Approximately 25 miles SE of Blanco. New Mexico 

11. s a c . r_ a - M „ oa O L K . 
AND SUBTET OB ABEA 

Sec. 54. T27N. T7W 
12. CODItTT OB PABIBH 

Rio Ar r iba 
13. STATE 

New Mexico 
i s . D I S T A N C E raoif paopoaao* 

LOCATION TO NSASEST 
PBOPEBTT OB LEASE LINE. TT. fifiO * 
lAlso to nearest art*, unit lint. If anyl 

i s . D I S T A N C E raou raorosEO L O C A T I O N * 
TO .VEAUCBT WEIL. OaiLMNO. COMPLETES. 
OS APPLIED PO*. Off THIS LEASE. PT. 5 0 0 * 

ELEVATIONS (Show whether O F . S T . QB. eta.) 

16. NO. or Acaaa I N L E A S E 

1280 
18. PKOPOaSO DEPTH 

7550» 

17. NO. or Acasa A S S I Q N E D 
TO THIS WELL 

320 
30. BOTABT OB CABLE TOOLS 

Rotary 
21. 

6598' 6R 
22. APPBOE. DATE WOBK WILL START* 

4-15-94 
P R O P O S E D CASING ANO C E M E N T I N G PROGRAM 

S I Z E OP R O L E DEADS. SZBOrCASWO WEIOHT rsa roor SETTINQ DEPTH 

12 1/4" 
7 7/8" 5 1/2" -K-55 17# & 15.5# 

QUANTITY OP CEMENT 

* 750 mts "R" 

PROPOSED DRILLING PROGRAM 

Ist-lead, * 450 sxs "Lite, tai 
125 sxs Class "B" 
2nd-lead, ±750 sxs "Lite", tai 
125 sxs Class "B" 

Drill 12 1/4" hole to 350* w/ spud mud. Run and cmt to surface 8 5/8" csg. Nipple up 
and test BOPE. Drill 7 7/8" hole to * 7550'-TD w/ fresh water/gel mud system. Log 
and if productive, run and cement 5 1/2" csg in 2 stages w/nDVn tool # * 5000'. Selectively 
perforate the Dakota and Mesa Verde formations. Fracture stimulate both zones separately 
as required. Test and complete w/packer and 2 3/8" tbg. 

NOTE; Bond coverage pursuant to 43 CFR 3104 for lease activities is being provided by 
Union Oil Company of California (BLM Bond # CA0048). 

IN ABOVE SPACE DESCRIBE PROPOSED PROGRAM: If proposal is to deepen, give data on present productive zona and proposed new product! ve zone. If proposal info drill or 
deepen direcoorully, give pertinent data an subsurface locations and measured snd true vertical depths. Give blowout preventer program, if any. 

_ . 

^̂ fTm^D »̂T£ui,r- T ITLE D r i l l i n g Snpwrtn-r-cmrlon-r 
DATE _ 

1/12/94 (This apace (or Federal or State office use) 

PERMIT SO. APPBOVAL DATE . 

Application approval decs not warrant or certify that tbe snpllrsnt holds legal or equitable title to those rights in the subject lease which would entitle the applicant to conduct operation* thereon. 

CONDITIONS OF APPBOVAL. IF ANY: 

APPROVED BY . TITLE . DATE , 

*S*c Instructions O n Reverse Side 
i:le IS t ' . S . C . Section 1001. makes it a cr ime for any person knowingly and wi l l fu l ly to make to any department or agency of the 

- — / .o . , r i t . i »„ , statements rr reoresentat ions as to anv matter within its lunsriiction. 



Unocal Oil & Gas Division 
Unocal Corporation 
900 Werner Court, RO. Box 2620 
Casper, Wyoming 82602-2620 
Telephone (307) 234-1563 

u 76 

February 23, 1994 

Mr. Michael Stogner 
State of New Mexico 
O i l Conservation Di v i s i o n 
310 Old Santa Fe T r a i l 
Santa Fe, NM 87503 

RE: Unorthodox Locations f o r Rincon #302 and #229E 

Dear Mr. Stogner: 

Please f i n d enclosed the archeological reports f o r Rincon 
Unit #229# - 660' FSL & 1190' FWL Sec. 34, T27N, R7W, Rio 
Arriba County, NM and Rincon Unit #302 - 150' FNL & 2455" 
FWL, Sec. 11, T26N, R7W Rio Arriba County, NM. 

A l e t t e r dated February 16, 1994 was sent t o the State of 
New Mexico O i l Conservation Division requesting permission 
f o r a nonstandard l o c a t i o n f o r these two wells because of 
the e x i s t i n g archeological s i t e s and the surrounding 
topography. We inadvertently f a i l e d t o include the 
archeological reports describing the s i t e s i n the 
attachments. 

We apologize f o r any inconvenience t h i s may have caused. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Benson 
D r i l l i n g Superintendent 
(307) 234-1563, ext. 116 

cc: Ernie Busch, Aztec, NM 

to 
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Figure 3. Location map for Rincon Unit Wells 164-E, 186-M, 229-E, 303, and Sites LA 89074 
LA 102256, and LA 102257. and Isolated Finds No,s 4, 5, and 6. 
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Table 1. Sites recorded within 1/2 mile of survey area, 
Museum of New Mexico sites (Page 2 of 3). 

Well No. LA No. Feature Culture Period 

Riricon Unit 302 

Rincon Unit 164E 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Rincon Unit 186M 

Rincon Unit 303 

Rincon Unit 187E 

Rincon Unit 23 IE 

88794 Hearth Anasazi 
Possible subterranean structure 
Lithic scatter 

88800 Hogan Navajo 

78895 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

78174 Hogan Navajo 
Stain 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

78669 Ceramic scatter • Navajo 

25907 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

77102 Stain Unknown 
Ground stone 
Dthic scatter 

82994 Ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Lithic 

82995 Hearth Navajo 
Stain 

83008 Pithouse Anasazi 
Midden 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

83681 Fire-cracked/burned rock Anasazi 
Dthic scatter 
Ground stone 

BM2: AD 1-500 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD 700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Unknown 



Site Number: LA 102256 

Location: 

UTM Location: 

Well Location: 

Map Reference: 

Cultural/Temporal 
Affiliation: 

Site Type: 

Description: 

Significance: 

Project Effect: 

NE'/« of the SW/4 of the SW/4, Section 34, Township 27 North, Range 7 West, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico (Figure 3). 

Zone 13, E 270100/N 4045000 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Gould Pass, N. Mex. 7.5 minute, 1985 [Provisional] 

Anasazi, Late Pueblo I , Piedra Phase/Gobemador (?) Navajo 

Specialized activity area/Habitation 

LA102256 is situated around the edge of a small rincon (Figure 49) rimmed with 
sandstone cliffs app. 15 ft. high and boulders. The edge of the rincon is lined with 
pinyon-juniper woodland with an understory of snakeweed, grasses and snakeweed. 
Sagebrush flats are to the east. Three loci were defined. Locus A is a Piedra Phase 
sherd and lithic scatter on a low ridgeline extending southeast from the mesa (Figure 
50). Sherds include 1 Piedra Black-on-white, 20-30 undecorated white ware, and 10-
20 grayware. Flaked lithics consist o f 10-20 fine-grain dark brown quartzite 
secondary flakes. Some fire-cracked rock and small sandstone slabs are also present, 
but no features were observed. Loci B and C are Navajo. Locus B consists of a 
burned hogan and a trash concentration. The hogan is app 3.5 m in diameter and 
is defined by sandstone outline. A burned post is present at the possible door 
opening. A possible slab-lined bin is along the north wall, and the observable 
portion measures 70 cm wide and 46 cm long. Charcoal, burned juniper and 
sandstone fragments are visible in the fill. Two projectile points (Figure 51) were 
located on the southwest edge of the hogan outline. Point A is a corner-notched red 
and grey chalcedony point with a concave base, tangs, and reworked tip. It measures 
2.8 cm long, and 2.2 cm wide at the tangs. Point B, of banded gray, black, and white 
chalcedony, is a reworked probable early point. It is broken without the original 
base or tip, but the tip has been reworked. It is 6.1 cm long, and 1.5 cm max. width. 
The trash concentration is a 2.6 m long and 0.3 m thick lens eroding from the edge 
of a drainage (Figure 52). One sherd of thin highly-overfired (black and bright brick 
red) gray Navajo ware, some burned bone, and much charcoal were present in the 
concentration. A cedar post and two sandstone rocks were adjacent to the lens. 
Locus C consists of a pictograph panel under a small overhang. The panel consists 
of a possible yei figure in red ocher and several animals in white (Figure 53), as well 
as several other red splotches which cannot be interpreted. The roof of the overhang 
has traces of sooting but much of roof has fallen and the original floor level is 
unknown. There is possible depth in the overhang below the pictograph. A large 
brown quartzite core and several flakes were present. An obsidian projectile point 
with a convex base and side notches was located in front of the overhang. It 
measures 2.8 cm long and 1.23 cm wide at the base. 

This site is recommended as eligible for nomination to the NRHP due to the 
presence of intact and burned Navajo structures and deposits that can yield 
significant data on architecture, subsistence and material culture of this time period. 

Site is located on the far western edge of the buffer zone and will not be impacted 
by construction. 

Action Taken: None 
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Figure 49. Site plan map, LA 102256. 
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Figure 50. View of Locus A, Site LA 102256, looking south. 



Figure 52. View of Locus B, Site LA 102256, looking northwest. 
Midden lens in foreground. 

Figure 53. Pictograph panel, Locus C, Site LA 102256. 



Site Number: LA 102257 

Location: 

UTM Location: 

WeU Location: 

Map Reference: 

Cultural/Temporal 
Affiliation: 

Site Type: 

Description: 

Significance: 

Project Effect: 

Action Taken: 

SW»/4 of the SE1/* of the SW/4, Section 34, Township 27 North, Range 7 West, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico (Figure 3). 

Zone 13, E 270210/N 4044810 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Gould Pass, N. Mex., 7.5 minute, 1985 [Provisional] 

Gobernador Navajo 

Campsite or specialized use area 

LA102257 is situated on a south-trending flat-topped ridge between two drainages. 
Sandstone bedrock outcrops occur to the north of the site on the ridge. The fine 
sandy silt of the ridge supports an open pinyon-juniper woodland with sparse 
sagebrush and grasses (Figure 54). Two hearth areas, Locus A and Locus B, with 
associated ceramics, are present (Figure 55). Locus A consisted of a charcoal soil 
stain and fire-cracked rock with associated sherds and some burnt bone fragments 
(Figure 56). The sherds include 4 Gobernador Polychrome and approximately 50 
Navajo Gray ware. Locus B is a concentration of fire-cracked rock associated with 
one Navajo Gray sherd. A sparse scatter of sherds is present on the ridgetop and in 
the erosional channels along the edges of the ridgetop. 

This limited activity site is considered significant due to its possibility for yielding 
data on Gobernador period subsistence, and possible dating materials. 

Site is just outside buffer zone to southeast of wellpad and will not be affected by 
construction of wellpad. 

None 
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Figure 55. Site plan map, LA 102257. 
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Figure 56. Closeup of Locus A, Site LA 102257, 
showing soil stain and sherds. 
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Date: Mon, Mar 7, 1994 8:43AM 
Priority: High 

WELL NAME: RINCON UNIT # 229E 
LOCATION: M-34-27N-07W 
FOOTAGE: 660" FSL; 1190' FWL 
RECOMMEND: APPROVAL 
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