
Unocal Oil & Gas Division 
Unocal Corporation 
900 Werner Court, RO. Box 2620 
Casper, Wyoming 82602-2620 
Telephone (307) 234-1563 

UNOCAL. 

February 16, 1994 f\ . t ' j ^ y ^j0M 

State of New Mexico 
O i l Conservation Division 
310 Old Santa Fe T r a i l 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 

Gentlemen: 

Union O i l Company of Cali f o r n i a (UNOCAL) requests permission 
f o r a nonstandard location f o r our Rincon Unit No. 302 w e l l , 
located 150' FNL, 2455' FWL, Section 11, T26N, R7W, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico. 

This well i s a proposed dual Basin Dakota/Largo Gallup we l l 
t h a t does not conform, as staked, t o a "standard" location 
being approximately 640' too close t o the North l i n e . I t i s 
not feasible t o move the location f u r t h e r t o the South 
because of e x i s t i n g archeological s i t e s and the surrounding 
topography. See attachments. There are no e x i s t i n g 
pads/locations i n the immediate area on which t o d r i l l t h i s 
proposed w e l l . 

The o f f s e t lease owner, Louis Dreyfus Natural Gas 
Corporation, has been contacted by c e r t i f i e d l e t t e r 
requesting waiver of objection t o t h i s proposed unorthodox 
location. 

I f you have any questions, please contact me at (307) 234-
1563, ext 116. Thank you f o r your help i n t h i s matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Benson 
D r i l l i n g Superintendent 

Attachments 

cc: Ernie Busch, Aztec, NM 

JBB:co 
FEB2 41994 
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Table 1. Sites recorded within 1/2 mile of survey area, 
Museum of New Mexico sites (Page 1 of 3). 

Well No. LA No. Feature Culture Period 

Rincon Unit H E 

Rincon Unit 150E 

Rincon Unit 130F 

Rincon Unit 166E 

Rincon Unit 183E 

Rincon Unit 176E 

Rincon Unit 133E 

Rincon Unit 128M 

Rincon Unit 302 

No sites previously recorded 

89201 Ash lens Navajo 
Hearth 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

89202 Lithic/ceramic scatter Navajo 
Ash lens 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

47792 Pithouse Anasazi 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

No sites previously recorded 

No sites previously recorded 

No sites previously recorded 

53780 Undefined rock alignment Navajo 
Burned rock midden 
Other 

54311 Lithic/ceramic scatter Navajo 

77101 Pithouse Anasazi 
Roomblock/jacal 
Midden 

88930 Forked stick hogan Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

89206 Ash lens Navajo 

89207 Lithic/ceramic scatter Navajo 
Hogan 
Ash lens 

74252 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Lithic 
Ceramic 

82996 Midden Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Stain 

86231 Possible subterranean structure Anasazi 
Possible masonry structure 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

86232 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 

86346 Possible subterranean structure Anasazi 
Ceramic scatter 

88630 Pithouse Anasazi 
Midden 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

88793 Forked stick hogan Navajo 
Bin/Cist 
Midden 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD 700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

PI: AD 700-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Pre-Gobern: ?-AD 
1692 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

PI: AD 700-900 

PI: AD 700-900 

Unknown 

PI: AD 700-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 



Table 1. Sites recorded within 1/2 mile of survey area, 
Museum of New Mexico sites (Page 2 of 3). 

Well No. LA No. Feature Culture Period 

Riricon Unit 302 

Rincon Unit 164E 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Rincon Unit 186M 

Rincon Unit 303 

Rincon Unit 187E 

Rincon Unit 23 IE 

88794 Hearth Anasazi 
Possible subterranean structure 
Lithic scatter 

88800 Hogan Navajo 

78895 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

78174 Hogan Navajo 
Stain 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

78669 Ceramic scatter • Navajo 

25907 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

77102 Stain Unknown 
Ground stone 
Lithic scatter 

82994 Ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Lithic 

82995 Hearth Navajo 
Stain 

83008 Pithouse Anasazi 
Midden 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

83681 Fire-cracked/burned rock Anasazi 
Lithic scatter 
Ground stone 

BM2: AD 1-500 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD 700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Unknown 



Site Descriptions 

Site Number: 

Location: 

UTM Location: 

Well Location: 

Map Reference: 

Cultural/Temporal 
Affiliation: 

Site Type: 

Description: 

Significance: 

Project Effect: 

LA 89072 

SWA of the SW/4 of the SE1/*, Section 2, Township 26 North, Range 7 West, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico (Figure 2) 

Zone 13, E 272200/N 4043060 

Rincon Unit 302 

Gould Pass, N. Mex., 7.5 minute, 1985 [Provisional] 

Anasazi, Early Pueblo I , Rosa Phase 

Habitation 

LA89072 consists of a single pithouse depression and associated artifact scatter 
(Figure 43) in a sage-covered flat on Encinada Mesa (Figure 44), west of Little 
Palluche Canyon. The only obvious feature is a large, 12 m diameter depression 
marked with tall sagebrush. A possible jacal surface structure is indicated by a 
concentration, app 15 m long, of sherds, flaked lithics, and sandstone fragments, to 
the west of the pitstructure depression. Approximately 50 plain grayware sherds and 
brown rhyolite flakes are associated with the site. A packrat midden is present to 
the northeast of the pitstructure depression. 

This undisturbed site is recommended as eligible to the NRHP due to its potential 
for yielding significant data concerning the prehistoric occupation of the area during 
the early Pueblo I period. 

None. Site is in extreme northeastern edge of the surveyed buffer zone and will not 
be affected by construction. 

Action Taken: None 
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Rincon Unit 302. 

'oWe Dounddry 

Figure 43. Site plan map, LA89072. 
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Figure 44. View of Site LA89072, looking southwest. Wellpad RU302 in background, 
packrat nest in foreground. 

Figure 45. View of Site LA89073, looking north. 
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Mike Stogner 

From: Ernie Busch 
To: Mike Stogner 
Subject: UNOCAL (NSL) 
Date: Mon, Mar 7, 1994 8:37AM 
Priority: High 

WELL NAME: 
LOCATION: 
FOOTAGE: 
RECOMMEND: 

RINCON UNIT #302 
C-11-26N-07W 
150' FNL; 2455' FWL 
APPROVAL 

Page 1 



Unocal Oil & Gas Division 
Unocal Corporation 
900 Werner Court, RO. Box 2620 
Casper, Wyoming 82602-2620 
Telephone (307) 234-156& z. DIVISION 

UNOCAL * 

February 18, 1994 

State of New Mexico 
Oil Conservation Division 
310 Old Santa Fe T r a i l 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 

Gentlemen: 

Enclosed please find the front page of the APD's that have 
been f i l e d with the BLM-Farmington, for the nonstandard well 
locations for the following Rincon wells for which f i l i n g s 
were mailed to the State of New Mexico on February 17, 1994: 
#128M, #133E, #229E, #302, and #303. Please attach the 
APD's to the f i l i n g package for each well. 

I have also enclosed the fi l i n g s for Rincon #11E and 150E in 
the proper format. 

I f you have any questions, please contact me at (307) 234-
1563, ext. 116. Thank you for your help in this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Benson 
Drilling Superintendent 

Attachments 
cc: Ernie Busch, Aztec, NM 

JBB:co 



"on- 2160-3 
;Jaly 1992) UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 

SBBKXT IN TCXFUCATE* 
(Other Instructions on 

FORM APPROVED 
OMB NO. 1004-4136 

Expires: Febraaiy 28.1995 

fi. U U I DBMIQKATXOH AMD KXMXkh HQ. 

SF 079160 

APPUCATION FOR PERMIT TO DRILL OR DEEPEN 8. tr IMDIAM, l u o n n os n n t x i K i 

.a. r r r c or W O K 

b. rrrz or w m 
OR, r—I 
WELL l _ J 
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(SB 
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2. NAME OF OrkBATOB 

UNION OIL COW ANY OF. CALIFORNIA 

7. OMIT i M K I U U R MAM* 

RINCON 
8. M u m u w i M i a WBJLWg 

RINCON 302 
0. M W O L I U 

P. 0. Box 2620, Casper, WY 82602 (307)234-1563. ext. 116 
i- LOCATION or w i u (Beport location ciearir 

At sunac* 

150' FNL, & 2455' FWL 
At proposed prod, son 

Same 

and lo. aeeonUaeo wttb anr State requirements.* t 

10. nsxo Am rooL. oa WILDCAT 
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I X . U C . X . k_ M> Ok E U t . 

AMD BCBTST OB ABBA 

Sec. 11. T26N. R7W 
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PROPOSED DRILLING PROGRAM 

7. «rte0P w/nv +Q»I « * snnm 
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"TfOTET' Eond^ttoveraqe pursuant to 43 CFR 3104 for lease activities is being provided by 
Union Oii Company of California (BLM Bond # CA0048). 

IN ABOVE 5 PACE DESCRIBE PROPOSED PROGRAM: If propoaal I , to deepen, give data on proem productive zoos and propoeed new productive zone. If proposal i>to drill or 
deepen direcnonaUy. give pcrpner* data m aiimgface lonriom and nil i ariirrrl and aue vaucai depth*. Give blowout preverxcr program, if any. ~" 
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(This space for Federal or State office oar) 
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A^joucin approval <k»an«« warranter 

CONDITIONS OF APT BO VAU IF ANY: 

APPROVED BY « TITLE . . DATE. 

*See Instruction. O n Reverse Side 
le iS U.S.C 5ec::an 1001, makes it a crime for any person knowingly and willfully to make to any department or agency of the 
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Unocal Oil & Gas Division 
Unocal Corporation 
900 Werner Court, RO. Box 2620 
Casper, Wyoming 82602-2620 
Telephone (307) 234-1563 

u N o CAL 
February 23, 1994 

Mr. Michael Stogner 
State of New Mexico 
O i l Conservation Division 
310 Old Santa Fe T r a i l 
Santa Fe, NM 87503 

RE: Unorthodox Locations f o r Rincon #302 and #229E 

Dear Mr. Stogner: 

Please f i n d enclosed the archeological reports f o r Rincon 
Unit #229# - 660' FSL & 1190' FWL Sec. 34, T27N, R7W, Rio 
Arriba County, NM and Rincon Unit #302 - 150' FNL & 24551 

FWL, Sec. 11, T26N, R7W Rio Arriba County, NM. 

A l e t t e r dated February 16, 1994 was sent t o the State of 
New Mexico O i l Conservation Division requesting permission 
fo r a nonstandard location f o r these two wells because of 
the e x i s t i n g archeological s i t e s and the surrounding 
topography. We inadvertently f a i l e d t o include the 
archeological reports describing the s i t e s i n the 
attachments. 

We apologize f o r any inconvenience t h i s may have caused. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Benson 
D r i l l i n g Superintendent 
(307) 234-1563, ext. 116 

cc: Ernie Busch, Aztec, NM 

co 
CO 
CO 
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Figure 2. Location map for Rincon Unit Wells 11-E, 150-E, 176-E, 183-E, 187-E, 231-E, : 

302 and Sites LA 8907 2, LA 89073, and LA 102364 and Isolated Finds No. 2 and 3. 
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Table 1. Sites recorded within 1/2 mile of survey area, 
Museum of New Mexico sites (Page 1 of 3). 

Well No. LA No. Feature Culture Period 

Rincon Unit HE 

Rincon Unit 150E 

Rincon Unit 130F 

Rincon Unit 166E 

Rincon Unit 183E 

Rincon Unit 176E 

Rincon Unit 133E 

Rincon Unit 128M 

Rincon Unit 302 

No sites previously recorded 

89201 Ash lens Navajo 
Hearth 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

89202 Lithic/ceramic scatter Navajo 
Ash lens 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

47792 Pithouse Anasazi 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

No sites previously recorded 

No sites previously recorded 

No sites previously recorded 

53780 Undefined rock alignment Navajo 
Burned rock midden 
Other 

54311 Lithic/ceramic scatter Navajo 

77101 Pithouse Anasazi 
Roomblock/jacal 
Midden 

88930 Forked stick hogan Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

89206 Ash lens Navajo 

89207 Lithic/ceramic scatter Navajo 
Hogan 
Ash lens 

74252 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Lithic 
Ceramic 

82996 Midden Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Stain 

86231 Possible subterranean structure Anasazi 
Possible masonry structure 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

86232 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 

86346 Possible subterranean structure Anasazi 
Ceramic scatter 

88630 Pithouse Anasazi 
Midden 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

88793 Forked stick hogan Navajo 
Bin/Cist 
Midden 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD 700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

PI: AD 700-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Pre-Gobern: ?-AD 
1692 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

PI: AD 700-900 

PI: AD 700-900 

Unknown 

PI: AD 700-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 



Table 1. Sites recorded within 1/2 mile of survey area, 
Museum of New Mexico sites (Page 2 of 3). 

Well No. LA No. Feature Culture Period 

Rincon Unit 302 

Rincon Unit 164E 

Rincon Unit 229E 

Rincon Unit 186M 

Rincon Unit 303 

Rincon Unit 187E 

Rincon Unit 231E 

88794 Hearth Anasazi 
Possible subterranean structure 
Lithic scatter 

88800 Hogan Navajo 

78895 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

78174 Hogan Navajo 
Stain 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

78669 Ceramic scatter • Navajo 

25907 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Fire-cracked/burned rock 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

77121 Stain Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 
Midden 

78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo 
Ceramic scatter 
Lithic 

86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown 
Lithic 

86345 Ash lens Navajo 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

77102 Stain Unknown 
Ground stone 
Lithic scatter 

82994 Ceramic scatter Anasazi 
Lithic 

82995 Hearth Navajo 
Stain 

83008 Pithouse Anasazi 
Midden 
Lithic/ceramic scatter 

83681 Fire-cracked/burned rock Anasazi 
Lithic scatter 
Ground stone 

BM2: AD 1-500 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

P1-P2: AD 700-1100 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

Unknown 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Gobern: 1693-1753 

BM3-P1: AD 500-900 

Unknown 



Site Descriptions 

Site Number: 

Location: 

UTM Location: 

Well Location: 

Map Reference: 

Cultural/Temporal 
Affiliation: 

Site Type: 

Description: 

Significance: 

Project Effect: 

LA 89072 

SWA of the SWA of the SElA, Section 2, Township 26 North, Range 7 West, Rio 
Arriba County, New Mexico (Figure 2) 

Zone 13, E 272200/N 4043060 

Rincon Unit 302 

Gould Pass, N. Mex., 7.5 minute, 1985 [Provisional] 

Anasazi, Early Pueblo I , Rosa Phase 

Habitation 

LA89072 consists of a single pithouse depression and associated artifact scatter 
(Figure 43) in a sage-covered flat on Encinada Mesa (Figure 44), west of Little 
Palluche Canyon. The only obvious feature is a large, 12 m diameter depression 
marked with tall sagebrush. A possible jacal surface structure is indicated by a 
concentration, app 15 m long, of sherds, flaked lithics, and sandstone fragments, to 
the west of the pitstructure depression. Approximately 50 plain grayware sherds and 
brown rhyolite flakes are associated with the site. A packrat midden is present to 
the northeast of the pitstructure depression. 

This undisturbed site is recommended as eligible to the NRHP due to its potential 
for yielding significant data concerning the prehistoric occupation of the area during 
the early Pueblo I period. 

None. Site is in extreme northeastern edge of the surveyed buffer zone and will not 
be affected by construction. 

Action Taken: None 
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Figure 43. Site plan map, LA89072. 
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Figure 44. View of Site LA89072, looking southwest. Wellpad RU302 in background, 
packrat nest in foreground. 
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