Unocal Oil & Gas Division

Unocal Corporation

900 Werner Court, PO. Box 2620

Casper, Wyoming 82602-2620

Telephone (307) 234-1563, | . 5N {)i‘;‘iS‘ON

fiL COHGERY

April 4, 1994

State of New Mexico

Oil Conservation Division
310 Old Santa Fe Trail

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503

Gentlemen:

Union Oil Company of California (UNOCAL) requests permission for a nonstandard
Dakota/Gallup location for our Rincon Unit No. 186M well, located 1670' FSL and 1240' FWL,
(NW-1/4 SW-1/4) Section 33, T27N R7W, Rio Arriba County, New Mexico.

This well is a proposed dual Basin Dakota/Largo Gallup well that does not conform, as staked,
to a "standard" location (being approximately 50' to close to the east live of the NW-1/4). Itis
not feasible to move the proposed location to the west to conform to a "legal" location due to an
existing well - Rincon Unit #26. The propose Rincon Unit #186M ulitizes the west half of the
existing pad for the Rincon Unit #26 It is also not feasbile to move the proposed location
(Rincon Unit 186M) to the south and then to the west because of an existing archeological sites
or to move the proposed location to the north and then to the west because of the exisiting
topography (approximately 40'-50' cliff). See attachments.

The offset lease operators, Central Resources Inc., Lous Drayfus Natural Gas Corp., and
Meridan Oil Inc., have been contacted by "certified letter" requesting waiver of objection to this
proposed unorthodox location.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 307/234-1563, Ext 116. Thank you for your help
in this matter.

Sincerely,

S s S

Jim Benson
Drilling Superintendent

Attachments
cc: Ernie Busch, Aztec, NM
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Scale: 1" = 50'

PAD LAYOUT AND TOPOGRAPHY

RINCON 186-M
1670 F/SL & 1240 F/WL

Sec. 33 T27N R7W N.M.P.M.

Rio Arriba County, NM
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ABSTRACT

A cultural resource inventory was undertaken on 17 proposed gas and/or oil well locations within
UNOCAL’s Rincon Unit on Encinada Mesa, between Largo and Carrizo Canyons, approximately 24 miles
southeast of Blanco, New Mexico. The inventory was done by Laurens C. and Nancy S. Hammack, Complete
Archaeological Service Associates (CASA) at the request of Jim Benson of UNOCAL. The field work, on
Federal lands managed by the Farmington District, Bureau of Land Management, was done over a nine-day
period between September 20 and November 5, 1993. The field work was done under the auspices of BLM
Cultural Resource Use Permit 12-2920-93-H issued to CASA. '

A 600-ft by 600-ft area (8.27 acres) was inventoried for each well pad with dimensions of 300-ft by 265-
ft (1.82 acres). A total of 165.4 acres was inventoried for the 17 final well locations plus three additional well
locations which required relocation. Only six of the wells will require access roads as most border existing
roads. An additional 15.73 acres were inventoried along approximately 5700 feet of new road alignment where
a 120-ft wide corridor was surveyed for a 20-ft wide easement. Six prehistoric archacological sites and eight
isolated find were recorded during these investigations. Al of the sites, LA 89072, LA 897073, LA 89074, LA
102256, LA 102257, and LA 102364 are considered significant and eligible for nomination to the National
Register of Historic Places. None of the isolated finds are considered significant. All of the sites have been
avoided and there will be no affect by construction of the well locations and access roads. Cultural resource
clearance is recommended for all 17 of the proposed wells at the final locations as described in this report.
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Table 1. Sites recorded within 1/2 mile of survey area, '
Museum of New Mexico sites (Page 2 of 3).

Well No. LA No. Feature Culture Period

Rincon Unit 302 88794 Hearth Anasazi BM2: AD 1-500
Possible subterranean structure
Lithic scatter

88800 Hogan Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Rincon Unit 164E 78895 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi P1-P2: AD700-1100 ‘
86345 Ash lens - Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Lithic/ceramic scatter
Rincon Unit 229E 78174 Hogan Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Stain
Fire-cracked/burned rock
78669 Ceramic scatter Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Rincon Unit 186M 25907 Lithic/ceramic scatter Anasazi P1-P2: AD 700-1100
Fire-cracked/burned rock
77121 Stain Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Lithic/ceramic scatter
Midden
78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Ceramic scatter
Lithic
86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown Unknown
Lithic
Rincon Unit 303 77121 Stain Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Lithic/ceramic scatter
Midden
78865 Fire-cracked/burned rock Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Ceramic scatter
Lithic
86230 Ceramic scatter Unknown Unknown
Lithic
Rincon Unit 187E 86345 Ash lens Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Lithic/ceramic scatter
Rincon Unit 231E 77102 Stain Unknown Unknown

Ground stone
Lithic scatter

82994 Ceramic scatter Anasazi BM3-P1: AD 500-900
Lithic

82995 Hearth Navajo Gobern: 1693-1753
Stain

83008 Pithouse Anasazi BM3-P1: AD 500-900
Midden
Lithic/ceramic scatter

83681 Fire-cracked/burned rock Anasazi Unknown

Lithic scatter
Ground stone



Well Name:

Location:

Operator:
Map Reference:

Staked Footages:

Ownership:
Elevation:

Area Surveyed:

Description:

Cultural Resources:

Recommendations: -

Rincon Unit 186-M

Original Location: NEY: SWVYs SWV4 Section 33, T27N, R7TW
Revised Location: NW¥s SEV2 SW¥; Section 33, T27N, R7W, Rio Arriba
County,, New Mexico (Figure 3).

UNOCAL

Gould Pass, New Mexico, 1985 [Provisional]

Original Location: 790" FSL, 790° FWL
Revised Location: 1670’ FSL, 1240’ FWL (Figure 24)

Bureau of Land Management, Farmington District

6752 feet

Well pad: 600-ft by 600-ft (8.27 acres) surveyed for a well pad with dimensions
of 300-ft by 265-t (1.82 acres).
Access road:  Existing well field road, not surveyed.

Original Location: Not surveyed, at base of sandstone cliff

Revised Location: Well pad positioned between existing Rincon Unit Well No. 26
on west and capped/abandoned Rincon Unit 200 on east. Drill hole staked in center
of abandoned/reclaimed pipeline/road (Figure 25) just off edge of existing pad of RU
No. 26. Location will remove small patch of pinyon/juniper woodland between the
two well pads. Pad will be bordered to north by sandstone cliffs forming base of
wooded mesa. Series of small south trending drainages in wooded area south of
existing pipeline easement.

One site and one basalt chopper (IF #4) recorded. LA 89074 consists of series of
cultural material washing out of base of dunes on south slope below existing Rincon
Unit 26 at extreme southwestern edge of buffer zone. (See Appendix A for site
description).

Site area well outside construction limits of Rincon Unit 186-M and will not be
impacted. Cultural resource clearance is recommended for RU 186-M at the revised
location described above.
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Site Number:

Location:

UTM Location:
Well Location:
Map Reference:

Cultural/Temporal
Affiliation:

Site Type:

Description:

Significance:

Project Effect:

Action Taken:

LA 89074

SEV4 of the NWV4 of the SWY3, Section 33, Township 27 North, Range 7 West, Rio
Arriba County, New Mexico (Figure 3).

Zone 13, E 268500/N 4045210
Rincon Unit 186M

Gould Pass, N. Mex,, 7.5 minute, 1985 [Provisional]

Gobernador (?) Navajo
Specialized use area or campsite

LA89074 is situated on east-facing dune slopes that are eroding onto sandstone
bedrock (Figure 47). The dunes that are partially stabilized by short sagebrush,
bunch grasses, rabbitbrush, and occasional mountain mahogany and juniper. Small
erosional channels have cut into the sandy silt and sandstone bedrock and outcrops
are also present. The site consists of two concentrations, Locus 1 and Locus 2, of
Navajo ceramics, flakes and fire-cracked rock (Figure 48). A slight scatter of sherds
and flaked lithics are also eroding from the dunes and erosional channels of the
general site area. A single one-hand sandstone cobble mano was located in a
drainage at the north end of the site. This small flat cobble had one minimally
ground face. A total of 4 obsidian flakes and 60-70 Navajo Gray sherds are present -
on the site. Locus 1 consists of a sherd and flake scatter on bedrock and eroding
from the base of the dunal area. An estimated 40-50 flakes , mainly secondary, are
present. Material types are dominated by fine-grain brown quartzite, with small
quantities of obsidian (1), purple quartzite (1), white chalcedony (1), and petrified
wood (1). The obsidian flake has been utilized. Two cores of fine-grain brown
quartzite are also present at this locus, as well as small fire-cracked rock and
sandstone fragments. Ceramics include over 50 small fragments of Navajo grayware,
one small brownware sherd, and one Lino Gray sherd. Locus 2 is a charcoal soil
stain and associated artifact scatter eroding from the dune slope. Burnt bone
fragments, fire-cracked rock, and sandstone fragments are also present. Flakes and
a core of petrified wood, and one obsidian flake are present, along with at least a
dozen Navajo Gray sherds.

The presence of subsurface deposits in the dunes and the variety of material and
artifact types indicates that this site has a good potential for yielding significant data
on the subsistence practices and lifeways of the time period.

Site is located in the extreme southwest corner of the buffer zone and will not be
affected by wellpad construction.

None.
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266 tt. to RU 186M

To RU 26 Centerstake

Wellpad

Sandstone

. Outcrop
F = tlake :
OF = obsidian tlake \\/
5 = Navajo gray sherd
M = mano -~

Site Poundary /

meters

LA&A074

Figure 48. Site plan map, LA89074.
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Mike Stogner

From: Ernie Busch

To: Mike Stogner

Subject: UNQOCAL (NSL)

Date: Tue, Jul 12, 1994 9:41AM
WELL NAME: RINCON #186M
LOCATION: L-33-27N-07W
FOOTAGE: 1670" FSL; 1240" FWL
RECOMMEND: APPROVAL

27 1

N5¢

Page 1
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