
APPLICATION OF PHILLIPS PETROLEUM 
COMPANY TO EXPAND ITS PRESSURE 
MAINTENANCE PROJECT IN THE VACUUM-
GRAYBURG SAN ANDRES POOL IN LEA 
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO. ORDER NO. PMX-102 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 
OF THE OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

Under t h e p r o v i s i o n s o f O r d e r No. R-5897, P h i l l i p s P e t r o l e u m 
Company made a p p l i c a t i o n t o t h e D i v i s i o n on March 17, 1 9 8 1 , f o r 
p e r m i s s i o n t o expand i t s E a s t Vacuum U n i t P r e s s u r e M a i n t e n a n c e 
P r o j e c t i n t h e Vacuum-Grayburg San Andr e s P o o l i n Lea Count}', 
New M e x i c o . 

NOW, on t h i s 1 s t day o f A p r i l , 1 9 8 1 , t h e D i v i s i o n D i r e c t o r 
f i n d s : 

1. T h a t a p p l i c a t i o n has been f i l e d i n due f o r m . 

2. T h a t s a t i s f a c t o r y i n f o r m a t i o n has been p r o v i d e d t h a t 
a l l o f f s e t o p e r a t o r s have been d u l y n o t i f i e d o f t h e a p p l i c a t i o n . 

3. T h a t no o b j e c t i o n has been r e c e i v e d w i t h i n t h e w a i t i n g 
p e r i o d as p r e s c r i b e d by O r d e r No. R-5897. 

4. T h a t t h e p r o p o s e d i n j e c t i o n w e l l i s e l i g i b l e f o r c o n ­
v e r s i o n t o w a t e r i n j e c t i o n u n d e r t h e t e r m s o f O r d e r No. R-5897. 

5. T h a t t h e p r o p o s e d e x p a n s i o n o f t h e above r e f e r e n c e d 
p r e s s u r e m a i n t e n a n c e p r o j e c t w i l l n o t cause w a s t e n o r i m p a i r 
c o r r e l a t i v e r i g h t s . 

6. T h a t t h e a p p l i c a t i o n s h o u l d be a p p r o v e d . 

I T IS THEREFORE ORDERED, 

Th a t t h e a p p l i c a n t , P h i l l i p s P e t r o l e u m Company, be and t h e 
same i s h e r e b y a u t h o r i z e d t o i n j e c t w a t e r i n t o San Andres f o r m a t i o n 
t h r o u g h p1 a s t i c - 1 i n e d t u b i n g s e t i n a p a c k e r a t a p p r o x i m a t e l y 
100 f e e t above t h e p e r f o r a t e d i n t e r v a l i n t h e f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i b e d 
w e l l s f o r p u r p o s e s o f p r e s s u r e m a i n t e n a n c e t o w i t : 

Eas t Vacuum U n i t W e l l s 

T r a c t 2622 W e l l No. 005 U n i t C, S e c t i o n 
2 6 , T o w n s h i p 17 South,Range 35 E a s t ; 

T r a c t 1825 W e l l No. 002 U n i t M, S e c t i o n 
18, T o w n s h i p 17 S o u t h , Range 35 E a s t ; 

T r a c t 3440 W e l l No. 006, U n i t M, S e c t i o n 
34 , Tow n s h i p 17 S o u t h , Range 35 E a s t . 

I T I S FURTHER ORDERED: 

Tha t t h e op er a t or sh a 11 t a k e a l l s t e p s n e c e s s a r y t o e n s u r e 
t h a t t h e i n j ec t e d wa t e r en t e r s on i y t h e p r o P o s e d i n j e c t i on 
i n t e r v a 1 an d i s n o t P e r m i t t ed t o e s cape t 0 o t h e r f o rma t i o n s o r 
o n t o t h e s u r f a c e . 

T h a t t h e c a s i n g - t u b i n g a nnu 
w i t h an i ne r t f l u i d and e q u i p p ed 
s u r f ace o r l e f t o pen t o t h e a t mos 
o f 1 eakage i n t h e c a s i n g , t u b i ng , 

Th a t t h e i n j e c t i o n w e l i s o r 
a p r e s s u r e 1 im i t i n g d e v i c e wh i ch 

t o a maximum o f 0 . 2 pound s per sq 
o f d e p t h t o t h e u ppe rn o s t P e r f o r a 
Di v i s i o n D i r e c t o r ma y a d m i n i s t r a t 

l i m i t a t i on i n exc ess o f t h e ab ove 

l u s i n each w e l l s h a l l be l o a d e d 
w i t h a p r e s s u r e gauge a t t h e 
p h e r e t o f a c i l i t a t e d e t e c t i o n 

or p a c k e r . 

s y s t e m s h a l l be e q u i p p e d w i t h 
w i l l l i m i t t h e w e l l h e a d p r e s s u r e 
u a r e i n c h a t t h e s u r f a c e p e r f o o t 
t i o n ; p r o v i d e d however t h a t t h e 
i v e l y a u t h o r i z e a p r e s s u r e 

upon t h e o p e r a t o r ' s e s t a b l i s h i n g 



t h a t such h i g h e r p r e s s u r e w i l l n o t r e s u l t i n f r a c t u r i n g o f t h e 
c o n f i n i n g s t r a t a . 

T h a t none o f s a i d w e l l s may be p l a c e d 

oh e 

an avenue o f escape f o r i n j e c t e i 
i d u c t e d on such w e l l o r o t h e r ev: 
: been p r e s e n t e d e s t a b l i s h i n g t o 

g r e a t er t h a 
h a l f m i l e o 
r em e d i a 1 a c 
n o t s e r ve a 
have been c 
such w e l l h 
o f t h e Sup e 
t h a t r eme d i 

n i n J e c t i o n a t 
1 i s l o c a t e d w i t h 
o 0 r d e r R-5897 u n 
o e n s u r e t h a t 1 1 

wa t e r s , or t e s t s 
den c e c o nc e r n i ng 
t h e s a t i s f a c t i on 
e o f t h e D i v i s i o n 

y • 

r v i s o r o f t h e 
D i v i s i o n ' s D i s t r i c t O f f i c e b e f o r e i n j e c t i o n i s commenced t h r o u g h 
s a i d w e l l . 

Tha t t h e o p e r a t o r s h a l l imm e d i a t e 1 y n o t i f y t h e S u p e r v i s o r 
o f t h e Di v i s i o n ' s Hobbs D i s t r i c t O f f i c e o f t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e 
t u b i n g , c a s i n g , o r p a c k e r i n s a i d we 1 1 s o r t h e l e aka ge o f wa t e r 
f r o m o r a r o u n d s a i d w e l l s and s h a 11 t a k e s uch s t e ps a s may be 
t i m e l y o r n e c e s s a r y t o c o r r e c t s u ch f a i 1 u r e o r 1 e aka ge • 

Tha t t h e s u b j e c t w e l l s sha 1 1 b e g o ve r n e d by a l 1 p r o v i s i o n s 
o f D i v i s i on O r d e r No. R-5897 n o t i n c o n s i s t en t h e r e w i t h 

DONE a t Santa Fe, New M e x i c o , on t h e day and y e a r h e r e i n ­
above d e s i g n a t e d . 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OIL CONSERVATION D I V I S I O N 

JOE D. RA'MEY f 
D i v i s i o n D i r e c t o r 

SEAL 


