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NEW MEXICO CLASS 1l REVISON FACT SHEET

WHAT DiD THEY PROPOSE TO CHANGE?

Remove inconsistent and repetitive language regarding the scope of the rule

Replace the “old” language describing the types of wells covered by the rule and the types of substances
that could be injected with the classification of Class I} wells found in the federal rules

Eliminate unnecessary definition, combine procedures and improve the clarity of the rule

SPECIFICS: .

1)

2)

3)
4)

5)

19.15.26.1 NMAC ISSUING AGENCY - Amended to clarify that the New Mexico Qil Conservation
Commission rather than the Gil Conservation Division is the agency issuing the rule

19.15.26.2 NMAC SCOPE — Deleted language that lists the types of wells covered by this section and
simply defined the scope as injection wells under the Oil and Gas Act. Added language to clarify that
this rule does not apply to other classes of injection wells regulated under the Water Quality Act, the
Geothermal Resources Development Act and the Surface Mining Act. These wells are regulated under
New Mexico’s approved program for Class |, il and V wells 40 CFR 147.1601

19.15.26.3 NMAC STATUTORY AUTHORITY - Amended to specify the subsection in the il and Gas Act
relating to the regulation of injection wells and to delete unnecessary language listing wells covered by
the rule. |

19.15.26.6 NMAC OBJECTIVE — Amended to clarify that this rule is intended to both implement the Oil
and Gas Act and to maintain primacy under the federal Safe Drinking Water Act. Deleted unnecessary
language listing the types of injection covered by the rule.

15.15.26.7 NMAC DEFINITIONS — Amended to add a definition of “fluids” taken from the federal rules,
40 CFR 144.3 Deleted other definitions (“affected person'}, “pressure maintenance project”, “water
flood project”) because they are either no longer needed or are defined elsewhere in the 19.15.2.7
NMAC rule ‘

19.15.26.8 NMAC INJECTION OF FLUIDS INTO RESERVOIRS — Deleted two differing descriptions of the
projects covered by this rule and replaced the language with the description of Class !l wells found in the
federal regulations 40 CFR 144.6 (b). Combined Subsections F and G to provide a single application -
process for pressure maintenance, secondary recovery and enhanced oil recovery projects.

19.15.26.12 NMAC COMMENCEMENT,DISCONTINUANCE AND ABANDONMENT OF INJECTION
OPERATIONS

19.15.26.13 NMAC RECORDS AND REPORTS — Amended these two sections to replace the term salt
water disposal” with “produced water disposal”

WHY THESE ARE NON-SUBSTANTIAL?

This Program Revision does not involve any significant changes to the existing New Mexico UIC regulations. The
scope of the Class Il well remains the same and the same agency administers the program,































