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Gas-lin 

Flrefighte 

CONTINENTAL DIVIDE 
(AP) — A ruptured gas line out-

™ side this smaircommunity trig­
gered an explosion Saturday thai 
sent flames billowing about 20C 
feet in the air, lighting the sky as 
far as Gallup, 25 miles to the 
West.-

The blast left a crater about 65 
feet across burning and singeing 

Jeffory JonesfThe Gallup Independent trees and electric power poles in 
rs extinguish a blaze Saturday in Continental Divide, the vicinity. 

Northeast of Farmington Lake along U.S. 550, this abandoned waste oil processing plant has be 



vo-in tourney final. Cl 

e blast rocks small town 
"It look liked somebody dug a 

hole and hit hell," said firefighter 
Joy Woolman, whose unit was 
called in from Spring Cedar, about 
11 miles from Continental Divide, 
to help battle the blaze. 

More than 300 people living in 
a five-mile radius from the blast 
were evacuated. Continental 
Divide straddles Interstate 40. 

No injuries or deaths were 
reported by the 6 a.m. blast, 

officials said. 
"We were very, very fortunate 

this happened outside the residen­
tial area," said state police Lt. 
G.R. Cook, who was one of the 
first police officials on the scene. 
"If this happened just over the hill 
(about a half-mile away) it would 
have caused major casualties." 

Both sides of the El Paso Nat­
ural Gas Company pipeline were 
shut down as well as some of the 

•£',.:-(>>'•, \ Photps/Marc F. Herinlng/The Daily Times 
en deteriorating for nearly 10 years. 

feeder pipelines. The fire was 
under control by 8:30 a.m., 
although there were still some hot 
spots late in the day, Cook said. , 

The explosion caused electric 
power outages from Ramah tp 
Sanders, Ariz. 1-40 was closed for 
about two hours between Gallup 
and Grants, police said. State 
highways 371 and 118 also were 
temporarily closed, 
• See Explosion Page A3. 

Council 
eyes Dine 
water pact 
Tentative agreement 
remains in effect 
DAVE BURGE 
STAFF WRITER 

A contract which would 
authorize Farmington city gov­
ernment to continue selling 
water to a Navajo Nation utility 
company has a provision to pro­
tect the city during shortages, a 
top city official said. 

"They (the Navajos) would 
have to share equally in any 
shortage," said Joe Schmitz, the 
city's director of Community 
Development. 

The Farmington City Council 
is being asked to approve the 
tentative agreement between the 
city and the Navajo Tribal Utili­
ty Authority Tuesday. 

The water would be used by 



/*uanaonea plant 
keeps crumbling 
as paper mounts 

KERRY BENEFIELP 
STAFF WRITER 

The abandoned oil 
processing plant that 
sits on East Main 

Street has been neglected for 
years. Rusting barrels ooze 
oil byproducts and pools of 
unidentified sludge cover the 
ground. 

The property, sandwiched 
between a church and a trac­
tor rental company, is not 
fenced off on all sides and is 
accessible from the roadway. 
• A battered stretch of 
barbed wire fence, stretching 
some 20 yards, is partially 
buried in the dirt, leaving the 
property and all of its tanks 
: and ladders within reach of 
pedestrians. Broken glass 
and abundant trash indicate 
trespassers have roamed the 
grounds. 

The state Environmental 
Department calls it "a com­
plete mess." 
,:; The federal Environmental 
Protection Agency calls it "a 
concern." , 

But that concern hasn't 
translated into action. Inac­

tion, brought on by a litany 
of bureaucratic paralysis, has 
left the plant deteriorating 
for almost 10 years. 

Since the federal EPA 
expressed interest in clean­
ing the site about.a decade 
ago, three different on-site 
coordinators have been 
assigned, but none of them 
managed to move beyond 
paperwork and commit to 
actual clean-up. 

The latest state specialist 
assigned to advance the 
cleanup efforts said he has 
handed his action plan to the 
federal EPA and believes that 
he has completed his duties. 

"They've been dinking 
around here for so many 
years," NMED environmen­
tal specialist Jim Horner said. 
"We have completed our end 
of it. It's just a matter of get­
ting through the federal . 
bureaucracy of it. I know 
there will be hang-ups, there 
always are. 

"New Mexico simply 
does not have the resources 
to remedy this site. (The 
EPA) is looking for a 
responsible party. They are 

A bucket catches the waste oil 
dripping from an open line. 

in the driver's seat." 
Horner said that just more 

than a year ago the NMED 
developed a cleanup plan 
which was estimated would 
cost between $100,000 and 
$200,000, depending on the 
types and amounts of sub-
Stances found. The EPA must 
now approve the plan, secure 
funding, and then will likely 
assign the NMED to do the 
clean-up. 

EPA officials say they can­
not give the gb-ahead for 
allocating resources to the 
site until they determine the 
extent of the contamination. 

Gary Moore, the current 
EPA on-site coordinator 

• See Clean-up Page A3. 

Panel OKs 4th impeachment a 
y a vote of 

f 21-16, the 
committee 
accused the 

president of abuse 
of power. 

WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Marked by partisanship to the 
end, the House Judiciary Com­
mittee on Saturday approved a 
fourth. and final article of 
impeachment against President 
Clinton, submitting his case to 
the full House for its verdict. A 
Democratic call for the lesser 
punishment of censure was 
rejected. 

By a vote of 21-16, the com­
mittee accused the president of 
abuse of power, saying he had 
"given perjurious, false and mis­
leading" answers to some of the 
81 questions the panel recently 
asked about his relationship with 
Monica Lewinsky. 

The vote was along straight 
party lines, in keeping with Fri­
day's approval of three other arti-



A pool of oil byproduct collects near one of the larger tanks. 

nixes censure 
cles allegirig perjury and obstruc­
tion of'justice. 

Republicans lined up solidly 
against the Democratic proposal 
!o censure Clinton for "reprehen-
iible conduct with a subordi-
late" — Lewinsky. The vote 
vas 22-14, with one lawmaker 
noting present., 

With that, the impeachment 
nquiry into the nation's 42nd 

president, triggered by Indepen­
dent Counsel Kenneth Starr's 
evidence, became the pressing 
concern of all 435 members of 
the House. 

Clinton was overseas at the 
time the committee acted. An 
aide, Gregory Craig, stepped out­
side the White House to deliver a 
stinging statement of rebuttal: 
B See Impeach Page A3. 

~' ;ft7 TOaTo.i3^'eIffie'd By 
the Navajos to. supply drinking 
water to the Shiprock area. 

A tentative agreement was 
reached in November between 
Farmington and the Navajo util­
ity company for a five-year con­
tract with a five-year option. 
The Navajos have since request­
ed that the agreement be for 10 
years with a 10-year option. 

Schmitz said the city's staff 
is recommending approval of 
the new length. 

The previous contract lasted 
30 years and was extended 
twice in 1998, while negotia­
tions took place over a new 
deal. 

Under the new accord, the 
Navajo Tribal Utility Authority 
will pay $1.14 per 1,000 gal­
lons. This represents a 15-per­
cent increase over the old con­
tract price of 98 cents per 1,000 
gallons. 

The. last rate increase took 
effect in 1992. 

The contract allows the 
Navajos to buy up to 3 million 
gallons a day. Over the past five 
years, they bought an average of 
1.2 million gallons a day. 

Based on that average usage, 
Schmitz estimates the city will 
receive $500,000 a year under 
the new deal. 
• See Water Page A3. 
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Explosion 
.'.(Continued from Page Al) 

"Jm? Utility officials on the scene 
'̂•Saturday said they wouldn't be 

liable to determine the cause of the 
! ;explosion until the fire was com-
.jpletely controlled and inspectors 
.;cou!d examine the site. 

• "It may be days before we can 
. tell what caused the blast," said 
• Sam Armenta, director of the 
"Albuquerque office of El Paso 
^Natural Gas. 

••»' Diana Luck, the northwest 
"area manager for Public Service 
'Company of New Mexico, said 

;ethe explosion disrupted service to 
ŝabout 40 customers. She said 
iPNM would try to restore service 

- jby today. 
" 'Allen Ebright and Verna Emer­
son said they were awakened by 
the early morning blast, which 
rocked their trailer home about 
150 yards from the blast crater. 

"When I went outside, it 
looked like a mushroom," said 
Emerson, who stood next to the 
charred remains of what used to 
be a small barn about 100 feet 

from her home. "It was real hot 
— flaming hot. I thought' it was 
the end of the world." 

"There was a loud explosion 
then a lot of wind," Ebright said. 
"It felt like aircraft were flying 
overhead." 

Banjo Garcia, another Conti­
nental Divide resident awakened 
by the blast, said the heat from 
the flames melted ice on the win­
dows of his home and he could 
feel the warmth on his skin. 

"It was close to hell," Garcia 
said. 

" I kicked in a couple of doors 
pf neighbors and said, 'get out, 
get out.'" 

Garcia said flaming embers 
ignited the grass and pinon and 
juniper trees on the flat landscape 
as the gas fire intensified with 
blast after blast of flames. He 
said it sounded "like helicopters 
coming in, a big whoosh." 

Houston-based El Paso Energy 
, gathers and transports natural gas 
in the midwestern, northeastern 
and western United States along 
28,000 miles of interstate 
pipelines. 

El Paso Natural gas handles its 
western region. 

Water 
f Continued from Page Al) 

"Selling the water and get­
ting more money for it is defi­
nitely in our best interests at 
this time," Schmitz said. 

"The key part is, we have an 
adequate supply of water right 
now." 

Another key provision of the 
pact is the city can do a "cost 
of service study" once a year 
and adjust rates accordingly. 

"We feel this is a good 
deal," Schmitz said. 

I m peach 
(Continued from Page Al) 

Impeachment, he said, will 
' "divide the country, gridlock the 
' government and defy the will of 

the people." 
In a prediction that Republicans 

. may pay a political price for their 
actions, he added, "in the end, the 
American people will make the 
final judgment about whether the 
impeachment of the president is in 
the national interest." 

Inside the committee room, the 
debate grew ever sharper as the 

i panel neared the end of its historic 
> inquiry into the behavior of the 
' nati6fi's 42nd president. 

president had "dishonored the 
offioe" he holds and noting that 
he remains subject to criminal 
prosecution after his term ends. 

"It is the American public's 
preferred outcome," said Rep. 
Rick Boucher, D-Va. He added 
that while the president's "con­
duct was reprehensible, it did not 
threaten the nation" and does not 
warrant impeachment. 

Republicans argued that the 
censure resolution amounted to lit­
tle and was of doubtful constitu­
tionality. 

"This president mocks the peo­
ple, mocks the Congress and this 

Clean-up 
(Continued from Page Al) 
based in Dallas has been on tl 
job for a just matter of weeks 
and has yet tb visit the locatio 

"It's been passed down qui 
a bit," he said of the assign­
ment. 

The site became active in 
1954, initially as a crude oil 
processing plant, but in 1980 
the owners applied for a perm 
to reprocess used oil like that 
routinely discarded from auto 
mobile engines. 

Tankers and equipment wei 
then leased to area oil compa­
nies who stored materials on-
site. 

Horner said record-keeping 
for the site before 1980 was . 
"very sketchy." 

Six years of haggling with 
county fire officials and envi­
ronmental agents in the early 
1980s ended in an 1,000 squai 
foot, out of control pit burn in 
1986 which drew the attention 
of state and federal environ­
mental authorities. 

"It was a complete mess. Tl 
fire department had to shut the 
burn down," Horner said. "It 
should;have been just dug up 
and hauled out. Instead, there 
was all of this nonsense." 

The EPA checked on the sit 
again in 1990 when there were 
reports of waste being flushed 
into a nearby tributary of the 
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There's so much information that 
we don't know what's in those 

tanks. There hasn't been a full char­
acterization of what's out there. We 
need to follow our steps so we can 

keep legal access." 
Gary Moore, EPA on-site coordinator 

Animas River. The EPA said the 
allegations were not valid, but 
Horner said that the site's prox­
imity to the waterway should 
still be taken into consideration. 

"There's no oil being 
released to, the tributary, but the 
threat is there. We don't want 
anything there," he said. 

When the plant was aban­
doned by its owners, who com­
pleted their bankruptcy filing in 
1993, they walked away from 
storage tanks oozing sludge, 
disconnected pipes, and a pit 
seeping ground pollution. 

Twelve large tanks were on-
site in 1996. That number has 
since been reduced, but a signif­
icant number of barrels and 
tanks remain. Oily materials 
can be seen-in a number of dif­
ferent pools on the property and 
neighbors say they know the 

original "catch-all" burn pit 
continues to leak suspect mate­
rials. 

"We couldn't pursue them 
anymore," Horner said of the 
protection offered the former 
owners by their bankruptcy sta­
tus. "We're stuck with nobody 
to go after. That's the problem 
when there's no responsible 
party." 

Howard Whitlock, named as 
president of General Crude Pro­
cessing in the 1993 bankruptcy 
documents, could not be 
reached for comment. Former 
business associates not associat­
ed with the plant said that his 
telephone line was disconnected 
years ago. 

"We' ve been sitting on this 
awhile," Richard Franklin, one 
of the original EPA on-site 
coordinators, said. "The sam­

ples that I looked at do not clas­
sify (the substances) as a haz­
ardous waste." 

Moore said that the years of 
correspondence and the string 
of different people involved has 
led to repetition, confusion, and 
wasted time. 

"There's so much informa­
tion that we don't know what's 
in those tanks," he said. "There 
hasn't been a full characteriza­
tion of what's out there." 

Another sticking point, 
according to Moore, is that in 
order to securfe federal funding 
for the cleanup, precise protocol 
must be followed. 

"We need to follow our steps 
so we can keep legal access," 
he said. 

Horner said that such bureau­
cracy has created a 2-foot thick 
stack of folders filled with 
records and correspondence 
between the government agen­
cies, property owners and legal 
advisors dating back nearly two 
decades. -

Horner, who said the NMED 
considers the site a "high priori­
ty," said that he plans to be in 
contact with Moore every 10 
days "to see how he's proceed- -
ing. 

"The EPA has to be the go-
between to get the funding. This 
is a problem that has to be -
addressed." 

I 
I V - * W M l 



• Democratic Rep. John Conyers 
r of Michigan told committee mem­
bers: "This does, sometimes to 
some people, begin to take on the 
appearance of a coup." 

i Republicans bristled at that. 
Rep. Steve Buyer, R-Ind., told 

of having trouble sleeping. He 
said he had jogged at 2:30 a.m. 
down Washington's darkened, his-
toric mall,, stopping along the way 
at some of the Capital's most hal­
lowed sites as he pondered the his­
toric proceedings unfolding in the 
committee. 

"Part of my conscience is dri­
ven by my military service," he 
Safe}. 

With no doubt about the out­
come of the committee's delibera-
Jjjons, all sides were focusing on a 
jyote expected next week in the 
jHpuse — the first presidential 
'impeachment proceedings to get 
:yhat far since Andrew Johnson sat 

in the White House in 1868. 
^ <?linton's defenders were 
Ĉheered by comments from New 
fjybrk Republican Gov. George 
fPaJaki, who told the New York 
IJirries he favors censure. That 
^alternative "is an attractive and 
Appropriate step," he said in com-
n̂i'ents likely to give political lee-

JHSTj'to a half-dozen so Republican 
lawmakers from his state who are 
;;gndecided on whether to impeach 
"the president. 

^'Moments after the vote on the 
tfourth article of impeachment, 
"Democrats sought passage of their 
^alternative of censure, saying the 

censure is just wnat ne wants,' 
said Rep. Bob Goodlatte, R-Va. 

The vote, like those on articles 
of impeachment, was nearly 
exactly along party lines. All 
Republicans and Democratic Rep. 
Robert Scott of Virginia opposed 
the proposal, and Rep: Maxine 
Waters, D-Calif., voted present. 

Democrats then made one final 
attempt to win a promise from 
Republicans that they will permit 
the entire House to vote on cen­
sure, but Hyde declined to make a 
commitment. 

Iks. 
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Broncos. Falcons in Super Bowl. A6 
The 

Feds: Oil site clean-up 
Oain access to abandoned refinery KERRY BENEFIELD 
STAFF WRITER 

;;FARMINGTON — Federal 
aftfcrities have gained access tp 
So abandoned oil processing 
planton East Main Street. 
...With access, the stalled dfim-

up process that has dogged efiyi-
rbonieatal officials for 10 years 
c3b nftovc forward. 
\ j * I f t a real nice New Year's 
gift for us," New Mexico Envi­
ronmental Department environ­
mental specialist Jim Horner 
said. "It's encouraging for us." 
. 'San Juan County lacks the 
authority to force the clean-up of 

Medicare 

the abandoned oil processing 
plant on East Main Street 
because there are no applicable 
county laws oo the books. 

The county had to rely on 
state or federal agencies to take 
action, even though in the past 
decade there had been reports of 
out of control bums and sludge 
running into nearby waterways. 

power to f6re£lose JJ taxes are 
not paid this year. But foreclo­
sure brings with it the possibility 
of taxpayers getting stuck with 
the bill for cleaning up the myri­

ad tanks, barrels and unidentified 
sludge that have been raising the 
ire of environmentalists for 
years. 

"In the county, we don't have 
any rules and regulations on (and 
uses," County Commission 
chairman Mark Duncan said. 
"We don't really have enforce­
ment out there." 

There was a proposal on the 
books last year to introduce zon­
ing ordinances on county proper­
ty, but opposition was fierce and 
the initiative died. 

"You can't imagine the calls 

• SeeCtoaa-Up PageA2. 

Federal authorities haw gained access to the General Crude Proceaelng plant which I f l 
abandoned and deteriorating for year*. 9tate and federal environmental agenda* wtfl « 
the clean-up efforts that are slated to get under way next month. 

Pain before gain Senate 
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Clean-up 
'•^Continued from PageAl) 

. we got," Duncan said. "People 
;!qverwhelmingly said, 'Stay out 
•'.oiour lives.'" ' • 

As a result, local officials are 
leftjjjtith tittle or nq muscle lo 
d*itianfi4Dat the Federal Envi-
ronroen^l,£tftl,ficti0n Agency 
officials qrtbe NMEp'step up. 
tbeii-!cleanup plans: ' 

The EPA has batted the pro-
• jeet around for years, passing on 

the responsibility when bigger 
• impact assignments come along. 

At least three on-site coordina­
tors have been given Ihe Gener­
al Crude site in the last six 
years. 

'. Gary Moore, the latest on-site 
coordinator, said he expects to 
gain legal access to the property 
early this week and hopes lo 
make his first visit to the site in 
early February. 

• " I want to take a look, see 
exactly what we may be dealing 
with as far as tanks," he said. 
"For all intent's and purposes, 
the property has been aban­
doned." 

Howard Whitlock, president 
of General Crude, f i led for 
bankruptcy in 1993 and is no 
longer legally bound to pay for 
cleaning up the site and its envi­
rons. 

The NMED has estimated 
that cleaning up the property 
and clearing the way for a new 

T want to take a 
l i j h i i exactly 
whatgti|0 may be 
deallnifwith as far 
as tanks., For all 

ipeses,theproperty 
has been aban­
doned." 

Gary Moore 
EPA on-site coordinator 

owner would cost in the neigh­
borhood of $200,000. A more 
accurate estimate cannot be 
made without a lengthy investi­
gation of the materials st i l l 
remaining at ground level and 
deep into the soil. 

"We'l l have to profile the 
sludge and the soil, but there is 
movement," Horner said. " I 
expect to be there in February. It 
is st i l l a relatively lengthy 
process." 

Horner said that the role of 
the state wi l l be to outline a 
remediation plan for the EPA 
and to propose avenues of fund­

ing th.e project, most likely 
through the U.S. Coast Guard 
clean-up fund. 

From there, the Feds are in 
the driver's seat as overseers «>(' 
the project, he snid. Horner 
guessed that the 1:1'A would 
.then put, a state^crew on the day 

; to day operation. 
"The Coast Guard has lo go 

through their protocol after they 
classify what's going on," he 
said. "Once.the funding is pro­
cured, the state will (again} take 
conlrol ofthe clean-up." 

The site first drew the atten­
tion uf the EPA almost 10 yc.u» 
ago after a control burn turned 
ugly and had lu be aliut iiu»». 
In 1990, officials were again 
called to the site after there 
were reports of waste being 
flushed into a nearby tributary. 
Those allegations proved 
unfounded. 

Owners of the site filed for 
bankruptcy in 1993, leaving 
behind a number of tanks, bar­
rels and unidentified sludge on 
the property. Officials say they 
have no means of forcing the 
former owners to pay for the 
clean-up efforts. 

"It's a situation we deal with 
all the time," Gary Moore said. 
"They just went belly up." 

SAN JUAN REGIONAL 
A / f v m n \ T f r v n r c T } A VTT» 

(Continuedfrom PageAl) 

Domenici said his Midget 
committee could not f i l l in 
details of the tax cut and 
would have to recruit help 
from other panels such as the 
Senate Finance Committee 
and House budget writers. 

Domenici I he In li. v 
the plan wil l have support, 
adding: "We'l l hnve some­
thing mure precise in a week 
to 10 days." 

TRAINING CLAS 
HazWoper 
8 Hour Refresher $125 per person 
40 Hour Course $495 per person 
February 15-19,1999 
Room 1116, San Juan College 

The 8-hour refresher course is designed for worker 
may respond to a hazardous materials emergency. 
course. The 40-hour course is lor employees workii 
substances and other activities that may expose the 
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Discussion W ^ \ c C**«*~cX\ c \ A-W f ^ e ^ Q \ ^ < ^ \ i ~ Q ; 4 < 

—5Ik is r6^ f/W>l Vnv-gx-€^-)-. . 

J X k f i U<»-L- o p r ^ . W f ^ q c , / H e S f ^ O i l / > ~ , , \ T k t . F ^ o ' l t L | G . L o ^ w , 

Conclusions or Agreements_ 

Distribution ̂ ~\])ev^^ TOO$4- Signed /^£Xpy^ ^~Jl£s^ 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

MEMORANDUM OF MEETING OR CONVERSATION 

"^Telephone Personal Time jj^J^P Date 12-~S~ ~~ OO 

Originating Party Other Parties 

VM?)*) YASAUL 

Subject "?>nV ^ o c . y " W \ v \ e ~ & . V . ^ . j l/Qt* U . 

Discussion 

± 2 (X^ or D P a ^ . ' + k J S / J f le>nj ^ /•>- i'& - f c ^ ^ f t 

Conclusions or Agreements 

Distribution J ) ^ F*oS4 Signed 
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TENVIROTECH • I N C . 
UNDERGROUND TANK TESTING • SITE ASSESSMENT • SITE REMEDIATION 

5796 U.S. HIGHWAY 64 - 3014 
FARMINGTON, NEW MEXICO 87401 
PHONE: (505) 632-0615 

»N DIVISION 

EO 

in 9 02 
fe 

A p r i l 2 3 , 1992 

Mr. Michael Space 
Ground Water P r o t e c t i o n and Remediation Bureau 
State of New Mexico Environmental Department 
3141 Montgomery, N.E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109 

RE: General Crude Processing, I nc. 
Highway 550, F l o r a V i s t a , New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Space. 

General Crude Processing has r e t a i n e d Envirotech I n c . , t o a s s i s t i n 
preparation of a Corre c t i v e A c t i o n Plan and an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the 
hydrocarbon contamination a t the General Crude Processing F a c i l i t y , 
F l o r a V i s t a , New Mexico. As per our recent conversation, General 
Crude Processing requests t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n and proposed 
remediation a c t i o n be conducted under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the New 
Mexico O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n (NMOCD). 

The General Crude Processing f a c i l i t y has always operated under 
NMOCD j u r i s d i c t i o n . NMOCD order No. R-6354 granted a u t h o r i t y f o r 
the f a c i l i t y o p e r a t i o n . Several crude o i l t r e a t e r s have operated 
t h i s f a c i l i t y since i t was constructed some 35 years ago. 

This f a c i l i t y stored and t r e a t e d o f f - s p e c i f i c a t i o n crude o i l t o 
remove BS&W. Once the crude was t r e a t e d , the merchantable crude 
was returned t o the o r i g i n a l crude producer f o r sale. 

Neither General Crude Processing I n c . , nor any of i t s o f f i c e r s or 
d i r e c t o r s have ever authorized or had any knowledge of any t h i n g 
other than crude o i l and/or used o i l being stored or t r e a t e d a t 
t h i s f a c i l i t y . 

In-as-much as t h i s i s and always has been a crude o i l t r e a t i n g 
f a c i l i t y , there i s l i t t l e doubt proper j u r i s d i c t i o n i s the O i l 
Conservation D i v i s i o n . The O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n has an 
Environmental I n s p e c t o r , Mr. Denny Foust s t a t i o n e d i n Aztec, New 
Mexico. His l o c a t i o n , experience and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s provide the 
best possible o p p o r t u n i t y f o r m i t i g a t i o n and remediation of the 
environmental impact of t h i s s i t e on the re s i d e n t s and groundwater 
of the area. 

t i -K f it • l i l l l i H l i l i B l I M ^ 



Page 2 
A p r i l 23, 1992 
Mr. Michael Space 

U n t i l r e s o l u t i o n of the issue of j u r i s d i c t i o n , no f i e l d 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n work can be undertaken, but Envirotech w i l l sample 
and t e s t each of the tanks contents to determine the m a t e r i a l 
contained i n each. 

The hydrocarbon m a t e r i a l i n the #10 tank, of the accompanying 
photograph, has leaked i n t o a shallow berm around the tank and must 
be removed before i t leaks or overflows during a storm event. We 
have contacted Mesa O i l I n c . , to remove t h i s o i l and await your 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n to proceed. 

I n order to comply w i t h your February 10, 1992 Notice of V i o l a t i o n , 
while we await c l a r i f i c a t i o n of c o r r e c t j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h i s 
f a c i l i t y , we submit the f o l l o w i n g Proposed C o r r e c t i v e Action Plan. 

Section A - l of your correspondence requests i n f o r m a t i o n 
on the f a c i l i t y ownership and opera t i o n . U t i l i z i n g your 
correspondence format we w i l l provide the f o l l o w i n g 
a v a i l a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

A - l ( a ) General Crude Processing Inc. 
C/O Benson & Associates 
802 East 20th S t r e e t 
Farmington, N.M. 
505-325-9889 

A-l ( b ) General Crude Processing Inc. 
8201 East Main S t r e e t 
Farmington, New Mexico 87401 

A - l ( c ) Discharge i s an accumulation of 30 
years of operating s p i l l s and/or 
p r e v i o u s l y acceptable o i l f i e l d 
o p erating p r a c t i c e s . 

A - l ( d ) Source of discharge has been s p i l l s 
or o peration p r a c t i c e s t h a t were 
p r e v i o u s l y acceptable f o r a crude 
o i l t r e a t i n g f a c i l i t y . 

A - l ( e ) Discharged m a t e r i a l i s crude o i l 
and/or o i l f i e l d hydrocarbon wastes. 

A - l ( f ) Numerous s o i l s t a i n s and/or 
hydrocarbon accumulations i n d i c a t e 
numerous s p i l l i n c i d e n t s , of small 
volume, but no accurate data i s 
a v a i l a b l e . 

MitllihM!illy^;^^Ii•^'M^•M^iwil^^^fi:^^^ '' ltr i.'• uHtHH.d'wV i>: V't- "Hi"; i!- ri-'tf'^TjTiEirs^ a^re^HT'tiaBMi^W-iMWlr H...,.fiT 



Page 3 
A p r i l 23, 1992 
Mr. Michael Space 

A- l ( g ) Upon r e c e i p t of your a u t h o r i z a t i o n , 
the hydrocarbon m a t e r i a l s w i l l be 
c o l l e c t e d by a permi t t e d and 

regul a t e d r e c y c l e r . Mesa O i l I n c . , 
and removed from the pr o p e r t y f o r 
r e c y c l i n g . 

A-2 Drums - Empty drums w i l l be inspected and sent to a drum 
r e c y c l e r f o r d i s p o s a l . OSHA t r a i n e d Envirotech personnel 
w i l l sample the remaining drum contents, t o cha r a c t e r i z e 
the contents. Upon completion of c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n by 
appropriate a n a l y s i s , which may include TCLP, a plan f o r 
disposal s h a l l be presented to NMED. 

Standing Pools of O i l - Upon r e c e i p t of NMED 
a u t h o r i z a t i o n , a l l hydrocarbon accumulations w i l l be 
removed from the s i t e by Mesa O i l I n c . , f o r r e c y c l i n g . 

Paragraph #1 on Page 2 

I n v e s t i g a t i o n of h o r i z o n t a l and v e r t i c a l extent of the 
s o i l contamination at S i t e . 

S o i l borings and/or i n v e s t i g a t i o n p i t s w i l l be 
advanced t o the extend of contamination, 
u t i l i z i n g headspace OVM, t o f i e l d determine 
the contamination i n t e r f a c e . Laboratory 
c o n f i r m a t i o n samples s h a l l be c o l l e c t e d and 
analyses f o r TPH by modified 8015 or 418.1, as 
appr o p r i a t e . 

I t i s a n t i c i p a t e d numerous borings w i l l be 
required t o determine the h o r i z o n a l and 
v e r t i c a l extent of contamination due to the 
number of observable surface s t a i n s and bermed 
areas t o be i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

Once the extent of contamination i s 
determined, and upon r e c e i p t of a u t h o r i z a t i o n 
by NMED and NMOCD, a l l h i g h l y contaminated 
s o i l w i l l be removed from the s i t e and t r e a t e d 
at Envirotech's NMOCD Permitted S o i l 
Remediation F a c i l i t y , H i l l t o p , New Mexico. 

t! , rm r iiniimmiwi iiir i r, n uitiuiMiaii iHiiHiribi r :i < M.in.ii»l 



Page 4 
A p r i l 23, 1992 
Mr. Michael Space 

Paragraph #2 on Page 3 

Monitor Wells 

The s i t e geology i n d i c a t e s sandstone bedrock 
to be at approximately 35 f e e t below ground 

surface l e v e l . This bedrock horizon i s 
observable on the west and south sides of the 
prop e r t y as a r e s u l t of e r o s i o n a l actions i n 
the ephemeral channel on the west and the o l d 
San Juan River channel embankment on the 
south. 

V i s u a l i n s p e c t i o n of the bedrock out cropping 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t no groundwater i s present above 
the bedrock and t h a t no hydrocarbon f l u i d has 
migrated t o the extent of the property 
boundary. 

The f l o o d p l a i n of the San Juan River extends 
to the south p r o p e r t y l i n e . Three (3) 
s t o c k / i r r i g a t i o n w e l l s are located at the base 
of t h i s h i l l and w i l l be sampled as 
groundwater monitor w e l l s , to determine impact 
to groundwater. Groundwater i s approximately 
150 f e e t below the s i t e surface e l e v a t i o n , 
based on i n t e r v i e w s of the w e l l owners. 

Paragraph 3 on Page 3 

Storage Tanks 

General Crude Processing c u r r e n t l y plans t o 
remove a l l tanks from the s i t e and permanently 
close them. 



Page 5 
Apri l 23, 1992 
Mr. Michael Space 

We appreciate working with you on th i s project and request 
immediate attention to the issue of NMOCD j u r i s d i c t i o n of this 
s i t e . We also request immediate authorization to remove 
hydrocarbon f l u i d s from the s i t e to prevent additional 
environmental impact to t h i s s i t e . 

I f we can provide any additional information, please contact 
General Crude Processing Attorney, Mr. Robert Benson. 

Sincerely, 

President 

MDY/tjg 

c: Mr. Howard Whitlock - General Crude Processing 
Mr*, Robert Benson - Benson & Associates 

ixMrT William J . Lemay - Director NMOCD 
Mr. Denny Foust - NMOCD, Aztec Office 
Mr. Frank Chavez - Aztec D i s t r i c t Supervisor NMOCD 

i niT; i -iraimiiiĤ :iTn̂ î;iniiiir<iiiiiUi»ii £i\n. n. i * ii TXT1—' fe' *• J'^*"' P~*m~ 



ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

GARREY CARRUTHERS February 11, 1988 
PORT OFHCE BOX Ptinn 

STATE LANO OFFICE BUILDING 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504 

(505) 827-5800 

GOVERNOR 

T r i City 
P. O. Box 217 
Flora V i s t a , New Mexico 87415 

At t e n t i o n : Howard F. Whitlock, 
Pres ident 

Re: $10,000 Treating Plant Bond 
No. FS 113534 

Dear Mr. Wh i 11ock: 

I am in receipt of your l e t t e r of January 30th requesting 
that we cancel your t r e a t i n g plant permit for General 
Crude Processing Company, Inc. as you are no longer 
operating t h i s plant. I have checked with Frank Chavez, 
Supervisor of our Aztec d i s t r i c t o f f i c e , and he has 
advised me that there is s t i l l o i l in storage on the 
location. Under these circumstances, your t r e a t i n g plant 
bond cannot be cancelled and i t w i l l also be necessary to 
get a replacement bond. 

I would appreciate your advising me what your plans are 
regarding the o i l in storage. I f you plan to clean up 
th i s location so that your bond can be cancelled, please 
contact Mr. Chavez at 334-6178 and he w i l l advise what he 
requ i r e s . 

DIANA RICHARDSON 
Administrator 
Bonding Department 



4.^ 
TONEY ANAYA 

GOVERNOR 

D E N I S E D. F O R T 
D I R E C T O R 

David Boyer un . iA^^trtvATiOi"j 
Environmental Bureau Chief — Sfti'tLa eg -
Oil Conservation Division, " i i - " -
P.O. Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Mr. Boyer: 

This is in response to your request of April 11, 1986 for a interpretation of Air v-~ 
Quality Control Regulation (AQCR) 301 pertaining to open burning of natural gas at 
oil and gas wells during workover operations and emergency releases at compressor 
stations and gasoline plants .. You also asked that a general permit be issued to OCD 
to allow open burning of hydrocarbons spilled or lost during pipeline breaks and 
other transport failures. 

The D i v i s i o n r e c o g n i z e s t h a t t h e n a t u r a l gas used dur ing workover and 
maintenance operations at the wellhead may contain small quantities of other 
liquid and gaseous hydrocarbons. The intent of AQCR 301 was to allow open 
burning of the natural gas stream which may include these constituents. The intent 
of the regulation as it pertains to compressor stations and gas plants is to allow 
burning of natural gas to handle emergency situations where there is excess gas 
over and above what the facil i ty is capable of handling. The term "natural gas" 
refers to the typical gas stream that compressor stations and gasoline plants 
normally handle or process. 

In reference to your second request, I view your request for the Division to issue 
OCD a general open burning permit for OCD related activities as a request for EID's 
delegation of its authority to enforce AQCR 301. Such delegation of authority is not 
allowed by the Air Quality Control Act ("Act"). Therefore, your request must be 
denied. Further, the Division is charged under the Act with the protection of 
ambient air quality standards. The regulation is intended to protect such 
standards. The EID must review each permit requested to determine whether the 
ambient standards wi l l be violated. Such a review cannot be done if OCD is given a 
general permit. Also, a number of oil and petroleum products are known to contain 
chemicals that, i f released to the air through burning, produce toxic substances 
which have a potential adverse impact on human health. The Division must 
continue to evaluate open burning requests on a case by case basis to assure that 
the ambient air is protected and pollutants do not adversely impact human health. 

Your letter also states that OCD district supervisors have been allowing open 
burning of unsalvageable waste oi l . AQCR 301, as presently worded, does not 
allow OCD to permit such burning. Therefore, this practice must cease immediately. 

»iaailfci<iiin r W J k iJI. '«n«. ,^>-^'trif l i" ' fr ' fc' H I T r - T i W ' aVj* IVrWH'J l fc^». 'J« ' ' i *« i -« ' * t ' , tF !T» l . :M> ' L-saiMnHhW..' '. i ',«*n UM 

E Q U A L O P P O R T U N I T Y E M P L O Y E R 



Future requests for open burning must be forwarded to this office for evaluation. 
The Division will enforce the open burning prohibition against any facility that does 
not obtain a permit from this office, including those allowed oy OCD to burn. 
Please advise me if you have any further questions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

O o ^ f i 

J. David Duran 
Program Manager 

Stationary Sources Compliance Section 

JDD/md 
xc: Michael J. Burkhart, Chief, Air Quality Bureau 

Louis Rose, Division Attorney 



50 YEARS 

TONEY AN AY A 
G O V E R N O R 

S T A T E O F N E W M E X I C O 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

A p r i l 11, 1986 

1935 - 1985 

POST OFFICE B O X 2088 
STATE L A N D OFFICE BUILDING 
SANTA FE. N E W M E X I C O 87501 

,5051 827-5800 

Mr. Bob Kirkpatrick 
Air Quality Bureau 
Environmental Irnprovement Division 
P. O. Box 968 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504-0968 

Dear Mr. Kirkpatrick: 
ETJD Air Quality Control Regulation 301, Regulation to Control Open Burning, 
allows the burning of natural gas at compressor stations and at o i l and gas 
wells i n d r i l l i n g , completion, and workover operations when necessary to 
avoid a serious hazard to safety. Because there are other hydrocarbons 
associated with natural gas which may also require burning under the same 
condition, the O i l Conservation Division wishes to interpret the regulation 
to apply to natural gas and associated hydrocarbons at compressor stations 
or o i l or gas wells. 

Also, i t has been the policy i n the past for OCD d i s t r i c t supervisors to 
allow burning of unsalvageable waste o i l (for example, after a s p i l l on 
site) when burning was the most expeditious method for safety or ground 
water protection reasons, or when no other reasonable alternative for 
cleaning up the s i t e was feasible. We desire to continue t h i s policy for 
CCD-related burnings. 

Therefore, the OCD would l i k e to apply for a general permit to allow open 
burning for CCD-regulated a c t i v i t i e s , especially for the above conditions 
and for "disposal of hydrocarbons spilled or lo s t from (gathering) pipeline 
breaks or other transport f a i l u r e , and other special circumstances." This 
permit for the specified disposal i s required by AQCR 301.F. and burning 
would be at the discretion of the CCD d i s t r i c t supervisors, subject to the 
conditions contained i n Subsection E. 

Your prompt attention to thi s matter w i l l be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

DAVID BOYER 

Environmental Bureau Chief 

DB:JB:dp 
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STATE OF 
NEW MEXICO 

OIL 
CONSERVATION 

DIVISION MEMORANDUM OF MEETING OR CONVERSATION 

if^Telephone O Personal 
Time- -

Oriqinat inq Party Other Parties 

Subject **\ * ~ s\ _ - * A 

7 
Di scussion 

— 

*lfas „ 1x3 <L O ^ M ^ L ^ I ^ ffjf & Q CC 

Conclusions orKg Aqreemems • - T ^ f O « > *»<v 

Distribution t n p u t i o n . ^ Signed 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERG1*, IflWERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEI 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

MENT 

GARREY CARRUTHERS February 11, 1988 POST OFFICE BOX 20FJ8 
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 87504 
(505) 827-5B00 

GOVERNOR 

T r i Ci t y 
P. O. Box 217 
Flora V i s t a , New Mexico 87415 

Att e n t i o n : Howard F. Whitlock, 
Pres ident 

Re: $10,000 Treating Plant Bond 
No. FS 113534 

Dear Mr. Wh i 11ock: 

I am in receipt of your l e t t e r of January 30th requesting 
that we cancel your t r e a t i n g plant permit for General 
Crude Processing Company, Inc. as you are no longer 
operating this plant. I have checked with Frank Chavez, 
Supervisor of our Aztec d i s t r i c t o f f i c e , and he has 
advised me that there is s t i l l o i l in storage on the 
location. Under these circumstances, your t r e a t i n g plant 
bond cannot be cancelled and i t w i l l also be necessary to 
get a replacement bond. 

I would appreciate your advising me what your plans are 
regarding the o i l in storage. I f you plan to clean up 
th i s location so that your bond can be cancelled, please 
contact Mr. Chavez at 334-6178 and he w i l l advise what he 
requ i r e s . 

DIANA RICHARDSON 
Admi n i s t r a t o r 
Bonding Department 



P . O . BOX 217 • F L O R A V I S T A , N E W M E X I C O 87415 • T E L E P H O N E (505)334-7505 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING COMPANY, INC. 

llFEB 0 51983 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
J a n u a r y 30 , 1988 SANTA Ft 

Ene rgy , M i n e r a l s & N a t u r a l 
Resources Depar tment 
P. 0 . Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

A t t e n t i o n : Diana Richardson 

Dear Ms. Richardson: 

Re: T r e a t i n g Plant Bond 
# FS 113534 

We no longer e x i s t as a t r e a t i n g Plant. We have not picked 

up or processed any crude o i l f o r two years as of October, 1987 

Please cancel our t r e a t i n g p l a n t l i c e n s e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Howard F . W h i t l o c k 
P r e s i d e n t 

HFW/bfw 

"PROPANE & GAS" 

B O T T L E S • M O T O R F U E L • D O M E S T I C & C O M M E R C I A L 

L. l l i I I I N . U U I tUlK . "iii tl IMMiLiMnMlil,1iI,.ii .l . 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

GARREY CARRUTHERS January 15, 1988 POST OFFICE BOX ?OBB 
STATF LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504 
(505) 827-5800 

General Crude Processing 
8201 E. Main 
Farmington, New Mexico 87504 

Re: $10,000 T r e a t i n g Plant bond 
No. FS 113534 

Gent 1emen: 

In checking our records, I note that you have a $10,000 
T r e a t i n g Plant Bond on f i l e i n t h i s o f f i c e . On A p r i l 14th 
and July 24th I wrote you requesting a replacement bond as 
the insurance company on t h i s bond has f i l e d f o r bankruptcy. 
To date I have not received a replacement bond. I am now 
enclosing a copy of our Order No. R-8284 which states that 
a l l t r e a t i n g p l ant bonds must be replaced w i t h $25,000 bonds 
by January 1, 1988. 

Since you are i n v i o l a t i o n of the O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
Rules and Regulations, we would appreciate your t a k i n g care 
of t h i s matter immediately. Please advise me no l a t e r than 
January 28th as to when I may expect to receive your 
replacement bond. 

Thank you. 

DIANA RICHARDSON 
Adm i n i s t r a t o r 
Bonding Department 

enclosure 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

uly 24, 1987 
GARREY CARRUTHERS POST OFFICE BOX 2088 

STATE LANO OFFICE BUILOING 
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 87501 

15051 B27-5800 

GOVERNOR 

General Crude Processing 
8201 E. Main 
Farmington, New Mexico 87 5 04 

Re: $10,000 Treating Plant Bond 
General Crude Processing Co., Principal 
A l l i e d F i d e l i t y Insurance, Surety 
Bond No. FS 113534 

Gentlemen: 

On A p r i l 14th I wrote you advising you that i t w i l l be 
necessary to obtain a replacement bond for your bond 
captioned above as A l l i e d F i d e l i t y Insurance i s bankrupt. 
To date, I have not received t h i s bond nor any response 
from you. 

As I advised you i n A p r i l , the t r e a t i n g plant bond w i l l 
be going up to $25,000 on January 1, 1988. 

Under the O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n rules, you cannot 
operate without a bond and since you do not have a 
bond i n good standing, we w i l l be forced to have you 
cease any operations i f t h i s has not been s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 
s e t t l e d by August 3, 1987 . Also, at that time I w i l l 
give t h i s to our legal department for further action. 

I f you have any questions, please feel free to contact 
me. 

Sincerely, 

DIANE RICHARDSON 
Admini s t r a t o r 
Bonding Department 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERLTY AND MINERALS D E P A R T M E N T 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

GARREY CARRUTHERS A p r i 1 14 , 1987 POST OFFICE BOX 2Q8B 
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 87501 
(505) B27-5B00 

General Crude Processing 
8201 E. Main 
Farmington, New Mexico 87504 

Re: $10,000 Treating Plant Bond 
General Crude Processing Co., Principal 
A l l i e d F i d e l i t y Insurance, Surety 
Bond No. FS 113534 

Gent 1emen: 

We have received papers from A l l i e d F i d e l i t y Insurance Co. 
wherein they have f i l e d for bankruptcy. Because of t h i s 
action, i t w i l l be necessary for General Crude Processing 
to get a replacement bond to cover the above-captioned 
treat ing pla n t . 

The amount of the t r e a t i n g plant bond w i l l be going up to 
$25,000 on January 1, 1988 for e x i s t i n g t r e a t i n g plants. 

Please f u r n i s h us w i t h t h i s bond as soon as possible. 
Also, I would appreciate your advising me w i t h i n ten days 
what insurance company you w i l l be g e t t i n g your new bond 
through. 

Thank you for your assistance w i t h t h i s . 

DIANE RICHARDSON 
Admini s t r a t o r 
Bonding Department 
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S T A T E O F N E W M E X I C O 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
OIL C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

TONEY ANAYA 
GOVERNOR October 6, 1986 

POST OFFICE BOX 2088 
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO B7501-2088 
(505) 827-5B00 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Howard Whitlock 
General Crude Processing 
8201 E. Main 

Farmington, New Mexico 87401 

Dear Mr. Whitlock: 
To confirm the agreement reached between us on October 2, 1986, concerning 
the eliitiination of the p i t located on General Crude Processing premises, you 
w i l l continue backfilling the p i t with d i r t u n t i l i t i s mounded over. The 
area w i l l be graded to divert water flow away from the p i t during the period 
of time required to complete the backfilling, and also as a f i n a l measure. 
A l l work w i l l be completed by December 31, 1986, with no extensions of time 
to be granted. 

Please inform the Aztec D i s t r i c t Office when the work i s completed so that 
an inspection can be scheduled. 

Sincerely, s-

R. L . STAMETS 
Direc tor 

4 RLS:JB:dp 

cc: Frank Chavez, Aztec D i s t r i c t Office 
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S T A T E O F N E W M E X I C O 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
OIL C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

TONEY ANAYA 
GOVERNOR 

June 25, 1986 

POST OFFICE BOX 2088 
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 87501-2088 
1505) 827-5800 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Howard whitlock 
General Crude Processing 
8201 E. Main 
Farmington, N.M. 87401 

Dear Mr. whitlock: 

On March 19, 1986, an attempt was made to burn the f l u i d i n the waste p i t 
located on your premises. The results were incomplete. The EID Air Quality 
Bureau has since been contacted and their regulations w i l l not allow further 
open burning without a permit. Based upon our discussions with them, we 
believe a permit would not be granted for this case. 

Because of this change i n circumstances, you are directed to remove a l l 
remaining f l u i d from the p i t by vacuum truck on or before July 15, 1986, and 
to dispose of i t i n a manner which w i l l not constitute a hazard to any fresh 
water supplies and which has been approved by the CCD. Further, by August 
1, 1986, you must b a c k f i l l the p i t and mound s o i l over i t to divert water 
flow away from the area. 

Because of the long time i t has taken to complete the required cleanup of 
this p i t , any extension of these deadlines w i l l only be granted under 
extreme circumstances. 

Sincej^ly, /~ , % 

R. L. STAMETS' 
Director 

* 

RLS:JB:dp 

cc: Frank Chavez, OCD, Aztec 
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50 YEARS 

TONEY ANAYA 
G O V E R N O R 

S T A T E O F N E W M E X I C O 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

March 21, 1986 

1935 - 1985 

P O S T O F F I C E B O X 2088 

S T A T E L A N D O F F I C E B U I L D I N G 

S A N T A F E . N E W M E X I C O 87501 

(505) 827-5800 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: R. L STAMETS, DIRECTOR 

FROM: JAMI BAILEY, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE, OCD <^p* 

SUBJECT: BURNING OF GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING PIT, MARCH 19, 1986 

On February 28, 1986, during an inspection of f a c i l i t i e s by Frank Chavez, 
Roger Anderson, and myself, Howard whitlock of General Crude Processing 
agreed to clean up o i l s p i l l s i n the area, construct a firewa l l between the 
waste o i l p i t and the treating tank battery at thi s f a c i l i t y , and burn the 
contents of the p i t i n order to eliminate i t . This was confirmed i n our 
le t t e r to him dated March 3, 1986: 

a) "By March 7, 1986, a l l s p i l l s i n the area of the tank 
which overflowed w i l l be cleaned up. 

b) By A p r i l 1, 1986, a fi r e w a l l w i l l be constructed on 
the southwest side of the treating tank battery 
between the tank battery and the present p i t . The 
volume of the bermed area w i l l have a capacity one-
t h i r d larger than the capacity of the enclosed tanks. 
(Rule 310) 

c) By A p r i l 1, 1986, the surface area of the o i l p i t 
w i l l be reduced and the area and p i t w i l l be pre­
pared for burning. Burning of the contents of the 
p i t w i l l be scheduled for the f i r s t suitable day 
after A p r i l 1, and w i l l be supervised by the Oil 
Conservation Division and the f i r e department. 
After the p i t has been burned, i t w i l l be mounded 
over and water w i l l be diverted away from the area." 

The surface area of the p i t at that time was approximately 25' x 25'. 

Last week, Charles Gholson informed me that Whitlock had prepared the 
General Crude Processing p i t site for burning this week. He asked i f any 
Santa Fe personnel wanted to witness i t . I to l d him I f e l t our presence 
was not necessary and confirmed that the f i r e department would be present. 
Charlie estimated 80 bbls of o i l were involved. I informed you, Dave 
Boyer, and Jeff Taylor that the burning was scheduled for the near future. 



Page 2 

The following is a verbatim log of events that I recorded the day of the 
burning, March 19, 1986: 

This morning, Charlie called to say that the f i r e had been 
l i t and that the Fire Marshal had questioned him under 
whose authority the fire had been allowed. He had referred 
the Fire Marshal to this office and straightened out the 
confusion, he thought. This morning he estimated the p i t 
to be 40' x 25' with 24" emulsified o i l on top, equalling 
approximately 343.bbls of o i l . 

11:15 a.m. - Fire Marshal McGonigle called and talked to 
Dave, asking how much longer we expected the p i t to burn. 
(The Fire Marshal had been onsite earlier in the morning, 
but had expected the f i r e to be out by now. I asked him 
i f he was asking for the f i r e to be extinguished. He 
answered not at this time, but would request such action 
i f i t continues much longer. I told him I would contact CCD 
staff and call back - notes of Boyer.) 

11:30 a.m. - I talked to Ernie Busch, asking him to con­
tact Charlie to find out status of the burning. Ernie 
said the p i t area had been reduced from size of previous 
inspections. Dave also talked to him and asked him to 
have Charlie call us. 

Boyer - 12 noon - I called the Fire Marshal but he was gone 
for lunch. I l e f t message to return my call when he returned 
at 1:30. 

12 noon - Dave talked to Ernie for status report and asked 
to have Charlie call us at 1:15. 

12:30 p.m. - Jeff Taylor was informed of events. 

1 p.m. - Dick Stamets was informed of events. 

1:15 p.m. - Charlie called Dave: Fluid in the p i t was 
boiling, vapors could be seen rising, flashing and 
producing heavy dark smoke for 4-5 minutes. Then the 
smoke would die down, lighten to white color, and the 
cycle would resume. Charlie and Whitlock l i t the f i r e 
together this morning. 

2 p.m. - I tried to contact the Fire Marshal, but he was 
not available. 

2:30 p.m. - Dick Stamets said he was going to call Aztec 
to t e l l them to have the f i r e put out by 4 p.m. 

mmmtimmuattmmmm 
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2:35 p.m. - Charlie called to say the Fire Marshal was 
having the f i r e put out immediately by either the county 
or the Flora Vista Volunteer Fire Department. He said 
the Fire Marshal was f i l i n g suit against whitlock and 
naming CCD in the suit, unknown grounds. 

2:45 p.m. - Meeting in Dick's office with Frank Chavez, 
Jeff Taylor, Dick Stamets and Jami Bailey. Dick said Paul 
Biderman had been informed, that news media were to be 
referred to Mr. Stamets i f statements were to be made. 
Frank said he had written statements from EID Air Quality 
stating that they did not have to be notified of CCD-related 
burnings. Whitlock had told the Aztec office that he had 
talked to the f i r e department yesterday (3/18) about the 
burning. Whitlock had not been told to talk to Air 
Quality personnel. 

3:15 p.m. - Charlie called to say that the f i r e had been 
put out by the Flora Vista Fire Department under the 
direction of the Fire Marshal. Fluid level had been 
lowered 12-14", but there was s t i l l o i l on the surface. 
Underestimation of the volume of o i l involved was due 
to the heat breaking the emulsion below the 5-6" of o i l 
on the surface. The f i r e department had been informed 
of the scheduled burning yesterday, but apparently 
McGonigle did not get the message. This morning Mr. 
McGonigle okayed the burning, after some discussion. 
Charlie stated that he had wanted the f i r e started 
early this morning (7:30) so that i t would be out 
before the normal afternoon winds began. 

The burning of the p i t created a lot of smoke and a lot of community 
excitement, but no reports of any real damage were relayed to this office. 
The fact remains that there is s t i l l o i l in the p i t which s t i l l needs to 
be removed. I do not recommend burning again in such a high v i s i b i l i t y 
area, but rather I recommend hauling the o i l to a p i t in an isolated area 
and either burning or, preferably, land farming i t at that site. 

SUMMARY 

JB:dp 
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w eo fin 911 

itt DIVfjjjMEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION 
, £D ^ * FIELD TRIP REPORT 

SION 

Name Charles Gholson 
D a t e 3-19-86 Miles 36 D i s t r i c t ̂ _ 

Time of Departure 7:00 AM Time of Return ~>,o PM Car No. 8 7 7 6 

In the space below indicate the purpose of the t r i p and the duties 

performed, l i s t i n g ,wells or Teases v i s i t e d and any action taken. 

Signature 

0 0 7 2 One other - 30N-12W - East of Farmington t o supervise the burn­
ing of a waste o i l p i t a t General Crude Processing. I 
a r r i v e d a t the s i t e about 7:10 AM. The F a c i l i t y Operator 
Mr. Howard Whitlock, t o l d me t h a t the San Juan County F i r e 
Marshall had been informed t h a t we would s t a r t burning the 
p i t at 7:30 AM. We had a 100 b b l water t r u c k w i t h a f u l l 
load of water and a high pressure hose standing by. We l i t 
the f i r e a t 7:30 AM. The f i r e burned t o a hei g h t of about 
20' f o r 30 minutes or u n t i l f r e e o i l on top of p i t was burned, 
The remainder of the contents of the p i t was apparently an 
o i l / w a t e r emulshion. The intense heat was breaking the 
e m u l s h i o n . ' B b r r - i n t r f t a a . h ^ i - ^ - w a ^ r p T r l d - n g ^ - h B p r r n i l c h i p m - q p r ! 

o i l would r i s e t o the top. This would burn i n t e n s i v e l y f o r 
5 t o 10 minutes. I t would then d i e down and water would 
vaporize f o r 5 t o 10 minutes. O i l would again r i s e t o the 
top and cycle would repeat i t s e l f . The p i t continued burning 
i n t h i s manner u n t i l about 2:15 PM, when i t was extinguished 
by the County F i r e Marshall, Mr. Don McGonigle and the F l o r a -
V i s t a Volunteer F i r e Department. Mr. McGonigle a r r i v e d a t 
the s i t e s h o r t l y a f t e r 8:00 AM. We discussed the s i t u a t i o n 
and concurred t h a t as there was very l i t t l e wind, we had the 
water t r u c k standing by and a nearby 1500 bbl«. o i l tank was 
not g e t t i n g h o t, i t would not be necessary t o have a f i r e 
t r u c k standing by. 
v a r i a b l e . S h o r t l y 
west a t 12 - 15 MPH 

Mileage 
UIC 

r a d u a l l y p i c k e d up and became 
t h e w i n d s h i f t e d t o t h e N o r t h -

M r . McGonig le began r e c e i v i n g c o m p l a i n t s 
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from area r e s i d e n t s . He came t o the s i t e and informed me t h a t 
he was going t o e x t i n g u i s h the f i r e . I returned t o Aztec and 
informed Mr. Stamets, Mr. Boyer, Ms. B a i l e y , and Mr. Taylor 

'/h<5 cwf_jy^jilAS«t±Diy. Mr. Stamets d i r e c t e d me t o inform him t h a t we 
concurred w i t h h i s d e c i s i o n . I retu r n e d to the s i t e and the 
f i r e was ext i n g u i s h e d . 



50 YEARS 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
OIL C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

STATE OF N E W MEXICO 

1935 - 1985 

March 3, 1986 POST OFFICE BOX 2088 
STATE L A N D OFFICE BUILDINO 
SANTA FE. N E W M E X I C O 87501 

(505) 827-5800 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Howard whitlock 
General Crude Processing 
8201 E. Main 
Farmington, N. M. 87401 

Dear Mr. Whitlock: 

This l e t t e r i s to confirm the compliance schedule agreed to during the 
February 28, 1986, inspection of your treating plant by CCD personnel: 

a) By March 7, 1986, a l l s p i l l s i n the area of the tank 
which overflowed w i l l be cleaned up. 

b) By Ap r i l 1, 1986, a fir e w a l l w i l l be constructed on 
the southwest side of the treating tank battery between 
the tank battery and the present p i t . The volume of 
the bermed area w i l l have a capacity one-third larger 
than the capacity of the enclosed tanks. (Rule 310) 

c) By Ap r i l 1, 1986, the surface area of the o i l p i t 
w i l l be reduced and the area and p i t w i l l be pre­
pared for burning. Burning of the contents of the 
p i t w i l l be scheduled for the f i r s t suitable day 
after A p r i l 1, and w i l l be supervised by the Oil 
Conservation Division and the f i r e department. 
After the p i t has been burned, i t w i l l be mounded 
over and water w i l l be diverted away from the area. 

Your scrupulous compliance with t h i s schedule w i l l obviate the need for 
OCD to take legal or other action. 

R. L. STAMETS 
Director 

RLS:JB:dp 

cc: Frank Chavez, OCD - Aztec 
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50 YEARS 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

S T A T E O F N E W M E X I C O 

1935 - 1985 

TONEY ANAYA P O S T O F F I C E B O X 2088 

S T A T E L A N D O F F I C E B U I L D I N G 

S A N T A F E . N E W M E X I C O 87501 

(505) 827-5800 

G O V E R N O R February 4, 1986 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: R. L. STAMETS, DAVID BOYER, FRANK CHAVEZ, JEFF TAYLOR 

FRCM: JAMI BAILEY, FIELD REPRESENTATIVE 

SUBJECT: GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING 

At various times since 1980 General Crude Processing, (located i n the 
Vulnerable Area, and the only the treating plant i n the San Juan Basin) 
has committed themselves to skiiming out their emulsified o i l p i t "when 
the weather warms up". There i s s t i l l waste petroleum i n the p i t . 
Either 1) the weather hasn't been warm enough since April 1980; 2) 
General Crude skims some out, but then dumps more i n ; or 3) no genuine 
ef f o r t has been made to empty the p i t . I f No. 2 i s true, a directive 
should be sent ordering them to cease any further discharge of any sort 
to the p i t . 

The following i s a summary of events concerning General Crude 
Processing: 

1) March 24, 1980. General Crude Processing application 
for a treating plant permit submitted and signed by 
Tim Mulville. 

2) April 1980. Don McGonigle, San Juan County Fire Marshal, 
set a deadline of June 15, 1980, to complete removal of 
waste petroleum located i n the pond. 

3) April 14, 1980. Tim Mulville confirmed the June 15 
deadline i n a letter to the Fire Marshal. 

4) May 7, 1980. Case No. 6887, F^airdner Hearing on the 
application of General Crude Processing for an o i l 
treating plant permit. Tim Mulville, Managing Partner 
of General Crude, t e s t i f i e d that a l l waste petroleum 
presently located i n the pond would be removed by 
June 15. The pond was referred to as a "water storage 
p i t " . He also t e s t i f i e d that they were planning on 



installing a 1500 barrel tank to hold emulsion drained 
from the heater-treaters, "so basically the only thing 
that w i l l eventually go into the [unlined] p i t w i l l be 
water." That water was to be trucked back to the 
leases for disposal. 

5) May 22, 1980. Order No. R-6354 authorized the o i l 
treating plant, providing that "the disposal of waste 
water accumulated i n conjunction with the operation 
of the above-described plant on the surface of the 
ground, or i n any p i t , pond, lake, depression, ... 
or i n any other place or i n any manner which w i l l 
constitute a hazard to any fresh water supplies i s 
hereby prohibited." 

6) May 6, 1981. A f i e l d check report by E. C. Barry, 
Water Resources Spec. I of the State Engineers 
Water Rights Bureau indicated waste o i l was i n the p i t 
and recommended having the p i t lined or shutting down 
the operation for the dumping of waste o i l . A copy 
of this report was sent to the OCD on May 25, 1981. 

7) Twice i n 1985, Frank Chavez directed Howard Whitlock, 
President of General Crude, to clean up the p i t . There 
is no documentation. 

8) July 29, 1985. I inspected the f a c i l i t i e s and sampled 
the o i l p i t (sample on hand, not sent to the lab) and 
the flowing i r r i g a t i o n ditch behind the f a c i l i t i e s (no 
contamination detected). Photos of the p i t and o i l 
soaked ground are on f i l e . 

9) September 13, 1985. David Boyer met with Howard Whitlock 
and Bob Moore (BLM-Farmington). Whitlock said he would 
eliminate the "produced water pond" this f a l l . 

10) September 27, 1985. I sent General Crude a le t t e r 
including the 7/29 inspection report, a l i s t i n g of 
violations of OCD rules, and requested voluntary 
compliance with these rules. A December 25, 1985, 
deadline was given to eliminate leaks and clean up 
past s p i l l s , eliminate the p i t , and inform us 
specifically of locations of produced water disposal. 

11) December 20, 1985. Whitlock requested an extension 
of time to clean up the p i t . No mention of the 
other issues was made. 

12) December 30, 1985. OCD issued an extension u n t i l 
February 1, 1986, to submit an acceptable detailed 
plan and schedule of compliance. He was informed 
that failure to submit such a plan would result 
i n action by the CCD. 
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13) January 29, 1986. Whitlock's response was far 
from adequate, with no compliance indicated i n 
providing leak-proof tanks or piping for o i l 
and emulsions, and no documentation concerning 
disposal locations for produced water or waste 
o i l . The p i t was not emptied because the weather 
s t i l l was not warm enough. Note: Daytime 
temperatures i n Farmington were i n the 50's 
during January. 

I cannot recommend another extension on the deadline for the p i t 
closure. I t has been nearly six years since General Crude Processing 
f i r s t agreed to completely remove waste o i l from the p i t . Following an 
inspection by OCD staff members next week, I recommend that we follow 
through on one or more of the three actions that we li s t e d i n our 
December 30, 1985 l e t t e r , namely: 

1) Setting a show cause hearing wherein General Crude 
Processing would be expected to show why the treating 
plant permit should not be rescinded. 

2) Legal action to force a clean-up of the site. 

3) Legal action seeking a fine or fines for violation 
of the rules. 

This i s the only treating plant i n the area, and there i s a need for 
their service. Therefore, I recommend enforcement of actions No. 2 and 
No. 3. Instigation of these actions may "warm up" the environment 
enough to get the p i t closed. 

M -.UH.!. SMifJirilLMI, ' U l,,l,l!lillllIB«imiJlllit1l 
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January 29, 1986 

Mr. R. L. Stamets [ 
Energy & Minerals Department 
Oil Conservation Division r 
P. 0. Box 2088 " 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 8 7501 \ 

i 

1 

Dear Mr. Stamets: |: 
-

This l e t t e r i s i n regard t o your l e t t e r dated December s 
30, 1985. ; 

i 

A. We have p u l l e d some of the p i t but w i t h the cold f 
weather the o i l and emulsion can not be p u l l e d or picked ! 
up w i t h a vacuum t r u c k . ' 

B. We do now have tank and p i p i n g f o r produced water • 
without l e a k i n g . ji 

C. Produced water and waste o i l w i l l be transported ji 
back to the lease from where we picked it up. \ 

i i. 

D. We have cleaned up a l l o i l and s p i l l s on our property. S 

id 
We would still like the extension of time to finish clean- i <; 

i n g the p i t . With warm weather we can skim the p i t and 
recover the crude from the pit. \'\ 

' l 
Thank You, j 

Howard F. Whitlock { 
President \ 

HFW/bfw "1 

cc: Frank Chavez ; 
J e f f Taylor, /General Counsel i. 

1 n n II 

W. Zffi ZK«Z»GHZ00>2 r£^">^ MAIN / FARMINGTON, NM 87401 \ 

505-327-6946 8OS-327-69S0 1 
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50 YEARS 

TONEY ANAYA 
GOVERNOR 

S T A T E O F N E W M E X I C O 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

December 30, 1985 

1935 - 1985 

POST OFFICE B O X 2088 
STATE L A N D OFFICE BUILDING 
SANTA FE. N E W M E X I C O 87501 

(505) 827-5800 

CERTIFIED MAIL 
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Howard Whitlock 
General Crude Processing 
P.O. Box 2609 

Farmington, New Mexico 87401 

Dear Mr. Whitlock: 
We have received your l e t t e r dated December 20, 1985, requesting a six 
months extension on the elimination of the produced water/oil p i t 
located on your premises. 

On September 27, 1985, i n an e f f o r t to gain your voluntary compliance 
with O i l Conservation Division rules and orders, you were directed to do 
the following by December 25: 

"a) Eliminate the produced water/oil p i t . The p i t 
w i l l be emptied, the contaminated s o i l dried and 
buried, and the surface regraded. 

b) Provide storage tanks, f i t t i n g s , and piping for 
produced water, o i l , and emulsions, that have 
sufficient integrity to store these fluids 
without leaking. Lined p i t s and below grade 
storage tanks must be approved before installation. 

c) Advise the Division specifically where the produced 
water and waste o i l w i l l be transported. Order No. 
R-7940 prohibits, beginning October 1, 1985, removal 
of produced water from the vulnerable area for disposal 
except to f a c i l i t i e s approved by the Division. 

d) Clean up a l l o i l s p i l l s on premises." 

We have not been notified that any of the four items has been attended 
to, or that any progress has been made toward compliance with the 
specified CCD rules and orders. Your request for an extension of time 
addresses only the "clean up" of your p i t . 



A l e t t e r to the San Juan County Fire Marshal dated A p r i l 14, 1980 and 
signed by Tim Mulville of General Crude Processing indicated that 
"removal of waste petroleum presently located i n [the] pond w i l l be 
complied with by June 15, 1980." This ccrairitment has s t i l l not been 
f u l f i l l e d . General Crude Processing i s i n violation of Division Orders 
No. R-6354 and No. R-7940, and Rules 3, 310, and 313. Given these 
violations and lack of response to the self-imposed June 15, 1980 
deadline and the CCD December 25, 1985 deadline, your request for a six 
months extension i s denied at thi s time. 

An extension i s granted, however, u n t i l February 1, 1986. Any further 
extension w i l l be predicated upon your submittal of an acceptable 
detailed plan and schedule for compliance with the requirements of items 
a-d outlined on the previous page. Failure to complete and submit such 
a plan, or acceptable alternative, should be expected to result i n t h i s 
office taking one or more of the following actions: 

1) Setting a show cause hearing wherein you would be 
expected to show why your treating plant permit 
should not be rescinded. 

2) Legal action to force a clean-up of the s i t e . 

3) Legal action seeking a fine or fines for violation 
of the rules. 

Please contact Jami Bailey i f you have any questions on this matter. 
Ms. Bailey and our Environmental Bureau staff w i l l be happy to assist 
you i n preparation of the plan called for above. 

R. L. STAMETS 
Director 

RLS/JB/dp 

cc: Frank Chavez 
Jeff Taylor, General Counsel 
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General 

^Jrude 

P rocessmg 

December 20, 198 5 

State of New Mexico 
Energy and Minerals Department 
O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
P. 0. Box 2088 
State Land O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear J. Bailey: 

I would l i k e a s i x months extension on the clean up of our 
p i t . The c o l d weather was e a r l y t h i s year and the p i t i s 
frozen. 

I am as i n t e r e s t e d as everyone else t o get the p i t cleaned 
up. Granted, i t may contaminate the surface water but the 
p i t has been here f o r several years before I came here. We 
di d not make the p i t ourselves. This property used t o be 
the o l d Beeline Refinery. I w i l l be cleaning up someone else's 
p i t but I do want t o clean i t up anyway. 

In'answer t o your i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t . 

1. The larg e bulges you r e f e r t o on our t r e a t i n g tanks 
are i n s u l a t i o n t h a t have bulged out from the heat. 

2. You w i l l not see an o i l i n t e r f a c e by s t i r r i n g 8" of o i l 
on top of the water w i t h a s t i c k . This o i l i s too t h i c k f o r 
t h a t . 

3. I d i d not claim the o i l p i t was 4' deep. You asked how 
deep i t was and I said i t could be 4' deep. As before, I have 
never seen the bottom of the p i t . It..-was here years before I 
bought the property. 

4. I said I was going t o t r y t o skim o i l t h a t day i f the t r u c k 
got back i n time. You d i d not need t o s i t across the road w a i t ­
ing t o see i f we skimmed or not, I would t e l l you. 

Everything I t o l d you t h a t day you e i t h e r doubted or d i d n ' t be­
l i e v e . I ^ s a i d p a r t of the p i t was water. We d i d p u l l 500 b a r r e l s 
of water out of the p i t . 

% X » X X & X 2 e $ i i ^ t t t ^ K £ S t X M 2 a > 9 X / FARMINGTON, NM 87401 

8201 E. Main „.„„..,. 
508-327-6946 808-327-6980 
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General 

G rude 
Processing 

I t o l d you the 3 0,000 b a r r e l tank was empty. You s t a r t e d 
tapping on the side of the tank. That i s when I showed you 
the open clean out hole i n the bottom of the tank. The 10' 
X 10' pool of o i l by the tank was l a r g e r but I pushed i t up 
smaller so we could p i c k i t up w i t h a pump t r u c k . 

This company, f o r what i t i s worth, has done some service f o r 
the o i l f i e l d i n conserving o i l . We have processed and saved 
several b a r r e l s of crude f o r the o i l companies. 

On the Well Service Companies q u e s t i o n a i r e i t i n d i c a t e d we 
processed 530 b a r r e l s of normally wasted, not disposed o f crude. 
Our j o b has been t o clean up o i l t h a t would normally go t o waste 
or be burned. I don't have the c o r r e c t f i g u r e s on the amount 
of o i l processed and recovered but I am sure Mr. Chavez does. 

We are i n t e r e s t e d i n cleaning up the p i t and w i l l do i t . We 
need t o operate our business w h i l e we are cleaning up the p i t . 
The sunshine heats the surfage and you can p u l l only a few 
b a r r e l s a t a time from the surface of the p i t . We have p u l l e d 
several b a r r e l s out of the p i t . We are not using the p i t . We 
also have a dike b u i l t t o keep the water from e n t e r i n g the p i t . 

A l l I ask f o r i s time t o take care of the p i t and t o process 
and recover the o i l from the p i t t o the b e n e f i t of a l l of us. 

Thank You, 

Howard F. Whitlock 
President 

cc: R. L. Stamets 
Frank Chavez 

HFW/bfw 
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h f I i P M E X I C O O I L CONSERVATION C O M M I S l | l » 
TREATING PLANT OPERATOR'S MONTHLY RETORT 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING COMPANY M n n t h n , DECEMBER, 198 5 

82 0 1 E . MAIN STREET 'FARMINGTON NEW MEXICO 8 7 4 0 1 
(Street) ( C i t y ) (State) 

T O T A L STOCKS P I P E L I N E O I L B E G I N N I N G OF MONTH (A t tach add i t iona l sheets i f necessary ) 

P L A N T N A M E L O C A T I O N B A R R E L S 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING 

N o t e : T h i s i s n o t p i p e l i n e 
o i l . T h i s i s p i t o i l 
f o r a l l r e p o r t i n g . 

82 0 1 E . MAIN 

FARMINGTON, N . M . 8 74 01 

T O T A L A L L . P L A N T S 2 7 9 6 . 0 8 
T O T A L P I P E L I N E O IL R E C O V E R E D (A t tach add i t i ona l sheets i f necessary) 

P L A N T N A M E L O C A T I O N B A R R E L S 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING 82 0 1 E. MAIN 

FARMINGTON, N . M . 874 01 

T O T A L A L L P L A N T S 1 4 1 . 8 
D E L I V E R I E S P I P E L I N E O I L (A t tach add i t iona l sheets if necessary) 

F R O M T O B A R R E L S 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING TESORO PETROLEUM CORP. 

FARMINGTON, N . M . 87 4 0 1 

T O T A L A L L P L A N T S 2 6 4 . 0 
T O T A L STOCKS P I P E L I N E O IL END OF MONTH (A t tach add i t iona l sheets if necessary) 

P L A N T N A M E L O C A T I O N B A R R E L S 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING 8 2 0 1 E . MAIN \ 

FARMINGTON, N . M . 8 7 4 0 1 JAM2 2 IS8S 

°^ CON. DIV. 
OfST. ? 

T O T A L A L L P L A N T S 2673 . 88 

I hereby c e r t i f y that t h i s repor t i s true and c o m p l e t e to the bes t of my k n o w l e d g e and b e l i e f . 

NAME OF||TREATING PLANT OPERATOR HOWARD F . WHITLOCK 

R y j A ^ . J L \ J c 7 ^ ^ L T.,1. President D a t e 1/14/86 

Form C - l 1 B 
R e v i s e d 1 - 1 - 5 9 
Sheet 1 
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NEW M E X I C O OIL . C O N S E R V A T I O N C O M M I S S I O N 

PIPELINftSUALITY OIL RECOVERED BY TREATIMGkPLANTS 
Form C - l 18 
( R e v i s e d 1 -1-59) 
Shoot It A 

£RMIT 
NUMBER 

L E A S E O P E R A T O R L E A S E NAME 
GROSS V O L U M E 
SEDIMENT O IL 

N E T B B L S . P . L . 
O IL R E C O V E R E D 

I he 

NAI, 

By_ 

3-230 

3-228 

TESORO PETROLEUM CORP 

TESORO PETROLEUM CORP 

HANSEN FEDERAL 

SANTA FE 

164.0 

299 

65.6 

76.2 

TOTAL 463.0 141.8 
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50 YEARS 

S T A T E O F N E W M E X I C O 

E N E R G Y AND M I N E R A L S D E P A R T M E N T 
O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S I O N 

September 27, 1985 
TONEY ANAYA POST OFFICE BOX 2088 

G O V E R N O R S T A T E L A N D O F F I C E B U I L D I N G 

S A N T A F E . N E W M E X I C O 87501 

(505) 827-5800 

CERTIFIED RETURNED 
RECEIPT REQUESTED 

Mr. Howard Whitlock 
General Crude Processing 
P.O. Box 2609 
Farmington, New Mexico 87401 

Dear Mr. Whitlock: 

On J u l y 24, 1985 I inspected your f a c i l i t i e s as noted on the 
attached i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t . At t h a t time I discovered and 
discussed w i t h you storage and d i s p o s a l p r a c t i c e s t h a t may, 
over ti m e , contaminate ground water supplies i n the area. 

D i v i s i o n Order No. R-6354 granted you a u t h o r i t y t o operate 
an o i l t r e a t i n g p l a n t , but s t i p u l a t e d a p r o h i b i t i o n on the 
di s p o s a l of waste water accumulated i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the 
op e r a t i o n of the p l a n t on the surface of the ground, or i n 
any p i t , pond, l a k e , depression, draw, streambed, or arroyo, 
or i n any watercourse, or i n any other place or i n any 
manner which c o n s t i t u t e s a hazard t o any f r e s h water 
s u p p l i e s . 

Your f a c i l i t i e s are lo c a t e d w i t h i n the Vulnerable Area o f 
the San Juan Basin as def i n e d by the O i l Conservation 
D i v i s i o n , Order No. R-7940 (enclosed). This order, issued 
June 12, 1985, st a t e s t h a t w i t h i n the Vulnerable Area, 
d i s p o s a l o f produced water or f l u i d s produced i n connection 
w i t h the pr o d u c t i o n of o i l and n a t u r a l gas, or both, i n 
un l i n e d p i t s or on the surface i s p r o h i b i t e d , except f o r 
d i s p o s a l of produced water s p e c i f i c a l l y exempted. General 
Crude Processing f a c i l i t i e s do not g u a l i f y f o r exemptions, 
as your response t o the Well Service Companies Questionnaire 
i n d i c a t e s t h a t you dispose o f 530 bbls of waste o i l and 300 
bbls of produced water monthly. 

Findings numbered 27-29 of Order No. R-7940 s t a t e t h a t 
evidence shows t h a t contaminants of produced water disposed 
of i n u n l i n e d p i t s enter the subsurface and could 

i»«M»tirJflKimiiBHMftb 
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contaminate f r e s h waters, causing them t o become u n f i t f o r 
use a t p o i n t s o f c u r r e n t or foreseeable f u t u r e use. These 
f i n d i n g s and others i n Order No. R-7940 demonstrate t h a t 
d i s p o s a l i n t o u n l i n e d p i t s of wastewater accumulated i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the o p e r a t i o n o f the p l a n t do c o n s t i t u t e a 
hazard t o f r e s h water s u p p l i e s . Therefore, continued use o f 
u n l i n e d p i t s a t the f a c i l i t y f o r d i s p o s a l or temporary 
storage p r i o r t o d i s p o s a l o f produced water w i l l cause you 
t o be i n v i o l a t i o n o f Order No. R-6354, the order 
a u t h o r i z i n g you t o operate an o i l t r e a t i n g p l a n t . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o the above, the i n s p e c t i o n r e p o r t shows t h a t 
you are c u r r e n t l y i n v i o l a t i o n o f O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
Rule 3, Rule 310, and Rule 313. 

Rule 3 States: 

a. The p r o d u c t i o n or handling of crude petroleum o i l 
or n a t u r a l gas of any type or i n any form, or the 
handling o f products t h e r e o f , i n such a manner or 
under such c o n d i t i o n s or i n such amount as t o 
c o n s t i t u t e or r e s u l t i n waste i s hereby p r o h i b i t ­
ed. 

b. A l l o p e r a t o r s , c o n t r a c t o r s , d r i l l e r s , c a r r i e r s , 
gas d i s t r i b u t o r s , s e r v i c e companies, pipe p u l l i n g 
and salvaging c o n t r a c t o r s , t r e a t i n g p l a n t operators 
or other persons s h a l l a t a l l times conduct t h e i r 
operations i n or r e l a t e d t o the d r i l l i n g , 
e quipping, o p e r a t i n g , producing, plugging and 
abandonment of o i l , gas, i n j e c t i o n , d i s p o s a l , and 
storage w e l l s or other f a c i l i t i e s i n a manner t h a t 
w i l l prevent waste of o i l and gas, the contamina­
t i o n o f f r e s h waters, and s h a l l not w a s t e f u l l y 
u t i l i z e o i l or gas, or a l l o w e i t h e r t o leak or 
escape from a n a t u r a l r e s e r v o i r , or from w e l l s , 
tanks, c o n t a i n e r s , pipe or other storage, conduit 
or o p e r a t i n g equipment. 

Rule 310 s t a t e s : 

O i l s h a l l not be stored or r e t a i n e d i n earthen 
r e s e r v o i r s , or i n open r e c e p t a c l e s . Dikes or f i r e 
w a l l s s h a l l not be r e q u i r e d except such f i r e w a l l s must 
be erected and kept around a l l permanent o i l tanks, or 
b a t t e r y of tanks t h a t are w i t h i n the corporate l i m i t s 
o f any c i t y , town, or v i l l a g e , or where such tanks are 
c l o s e r than 150 f e e t t o any producing o i l or gas w e l l 
or 500 f e e t t o any highway or i n h a b i t e d d w e l l i n g or 
c l o s e r than 1000 f e e t t o any school or church, or where 
such tanks are so l o c a t e d as t o be deemed an 
o b j e c t i o n a b l e hazard w i t h i n the d i s c r e t i o n o f the 



CD 

D i v i s i o n . Where f i r e w a l l s are r e q u i r e d , f i r e w a l l s 
s h a l l form a r e s e r v o i r having a c a p a c i t y o n e - t h i r d 
l a r g e r than the c a p a c i t y o f the enclosed tank or tanks. 

Rule 313 s t a t e s : 

Emulsion, Basic Sediments, and Tank Bottoms 

Wells producing o i l s h a l l be operated i n such a 
manner as w i l l reduce as much as p r a c t i c a b l e the 
fo r m a t i o n of emulsion and basic sediments. These 
substances and tank bottoms s h a l l not be allowed t o 
p o l l u t e f r e s h waters or cause surface damage. I f tank 
bottoms are removed t o surface p i t s , the p i t s s h a l l be 
fenced and the fence s h a l l be kept i n good r e p a i r . 

According t o our records the Aztec D i s t r i c t Supervisor 
d i r e c t e d you on two previous occasions w i t h i n the past year 
t o clean up and close the p i t and t o clean up the s p i l l e d 
o i l on your premises, which you have f a i l e d t o do. 

You are advised t h a t A r t i c l e 70-2-31 of the O i l and Gas Act 
d i r e c t s t h a t "Any person who knowingly and w i l l f u l l y 
v i o l a t e s any p r o v i s i o n o f the O i l and Gas Act [70-2-1 t o 
70-2-36 NMSA 1978] or any p r o v i s i o n o f any r u l e by order 
issued pursuant t o t h a t a c t s h a l l be subject t o a c i v i l 
p e n a lty o f not more than one thousand d o l l a r s ($1000) f o r 
each v i o l a t i o n . For purposes of t h i s Subsection, i n the 
case of a c o n t i n u i n g v i o l a t i o n , each day of v i o l a t i o n s h a l l 
c o n s t i t u t e a separate v i o l a t i o n . " 

This l e t t e r i s an attempt t o gain your v o l u n t a r y compliance 
w i t h s a i d r u l e s and orders. Therefore, w i t h i n 90 days, or 
by December 25, 1985, you are d i r e c t e d t o : 

a) E l i m i n a t e the produced w a t e r / o i l p i t . The p i t 
w i l l be emptied, the contaminated s o i l d r i e d and 
b u r i e d , and the surface regraded. 

b) Provide storage tanks, f i t t i n g s , and p i p i n g f o r 
produced water, o i l , and emulsions, t h a t have 
s u f f i c i e n t i n t e g r i t y t o s t o r e these f l u i d s w i t h o u t 
l e a k i n g . Lined p i t s and below grade storage tanks 
must be 1 approved before i n s t a l l a t i o n . 

c) Advise the D i v i s i o n s p e c i f i c a l l y where the 
produced water and waste o i l w i l l be t r a n s p o r t e d . 
Order No. R-7940 p r o h i b i t s , beginning October 1, 
1985, removal of produced water from the 
v u l n e r a b l e area f o r d i s p o s a l except t o f a c i l i t i e s 
approved by the D i v i s i o n . 



d) Clean up a l l o i l s p i l l s on premises. 

A one-time maximum extension may be considered by t h i s 
agency, provided that a work schedule i s supplied proving 
that substantial progress i s being made toward completion of 
the above requirements. Failure to take t h i s action w i l l 
r e s u l t i n legal action being i n s t i t u t e d to require 
compliance and c o l l e c t assessed penalties. 

I f you have any questions concerning t h i s matter please 
c a l l me i n Santa Fe at (505) 827-5884. 

Sincerely 

i Jami Bailey 
Field Representative 

enclosure 

xc: R. L. Stamets 
Frank Chavez 
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WELL SERVICE COMPANY INSPECTION 

NAME OF COMPANY: General Crude Processing - Howard Whirlock 

LOCATION: 8201 E. Main, Farmington 

INSPECTION DATE: 7 / 2 4 / 8 5 

REPORT: 2 heating tanks inoperable / 2 operable: large bulges 

on sides of tanks. O i l leaks apparent on ground from pipes 

leading to s e t t l i n g tanks, t r e a t i n g tanks; on surface around 

tanks and small ponds by tanks. Water (?) storage p i t has 8" 

crude on surface. S t i r r e d w i t h s t i c k , could not see o i l / w a t e r 

i n t e r f a c e . Whitlock claimed p i t 4' deep, but could have been 

deeper. Whitlock said 6" skimmed o f f surface l a s t week, and 

would be skimmed today WAS NOT. 

SAMPLES TAKEN 8507241550 Water(?) P i t 

8507241600 Halford i r r i g a t i o n d i t c h behind Co. f a c i l i t i e s 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Close evaporation p i t on grounds of v i o l a t i o n 

of Rule 3, Rule 310, Rule 313, permit order, Vulnerable area 

d e f i n i t i o n (disposes 300 Bbls. produced water monthly, i n 

l a n d f i l l and evaporation pond), engineering of water(?) storage p i t . 

FOLLOW UP: ^/Ss/^S z£ r>j2<za^t^p 



STATE O F j 
MEW MgXICO 

O i t 
CONSERVATION 

DIVISION - MEMORANDUM OF MEETING OR CONVERSATION 

Date 

Originating Party Other Parties 

Subject 

Di scuss ~ #T U)faZ^£k M^MT^ +^(tfrfh Jus?? <*J fcL*r\ ~ 

inclusions or Agreements ' r / 

^iS^Jt^yj nek &zZZL^ sjfra^^ 

Dist r ibut ion 



L I i _ 

" ENVIRONMENT — 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO r 85- 0733 -C 

REPORT TO: 

SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY DIVISION 
700 CSmino de Salud NE, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87lUtT 

- ^ ^ ^ f f i l f ^ S . L . D . Priority: 

S.L.D. No.: OR-• 7 ^ 3 ^ ^ S 
DATE REC. : /X 5~ 

nAVTH Pi. ROYFR-

NFW MFXTCO OIL' CONSERVATION DIV 
P.O. BOX 208§t|j - -

SANTA FE. NMOSyg^1 

PHONE 
SERVATiOH UWKMvjj c o D E ! 

g27-58lV 

CONTAINERS WHICH ACCOMPANY THIS F-gtff^E COLLECTIVELY RE FERE D TO AS SAMPLE 

SUBMITTER: / ? / ? /A/ ) / / l / M 0 e<>& CODE 

LOCATION: l / f i ,<L .FO^y) S ) / - T f > ^ CODE 

SOURCE: l&l l&f iT/OlO / } / T C t f <S&O.CA.UC£ CODE 

COLLECTED: 7 / ^ r V BY ^ / < L € Y CODE 

SAMPLE TYPE :<̂ WATER >̂ SOIL OTHER CODE 

NEAREST C I T Y : F k / P j ^ > lfJG-~T<) ^ CODE 

TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION TRACTS 

AQUIFER DEPTH 

Q[ 7lo>M t\t> 
Y Y M M D D H H M M I I 

pH=_ ; Conductivity=_ _umho/cm at 

Dissolved Oxygen=_ mg/l; A l k a l i n i t y = _ 

C; Chlorine Risidual=_ 

; Flow Rate= 

Sampling Location, Methods and Remarks ( i . e . odors, etc.) 

I c e r t i f y t h a t the statements i n t h i s block accurately r e f l e c t the results 

>f my field analyses, observations and activities. /&2J?JZ. 

Method of shipment to the Laboratory ^b->~rP r^e^A^e^rO 1-
This form accompanies ^-Septum V i a l s , Glass Jugs, 

Containers are marked as follows to indicate preservation ( c i r c l e ) 

NP: No preservation; sample stored at room temperature. 

£P-Ic£) Sample stored i n an ice bath (not frozen). 

P-Na2S203: Sample preserved wit h Na 2S 20 3 t o remove chlorine residual. 

on 

I (we) c e r t i f y t h a t t h i s sample was transferred from 

to at (location) 

(date & time) and t h a t the statements i n t h i s block are correct 

Evidentiary Seals: Not Sealed I n t a c t : Yes No 

Signatures 

on 

(we) c e r t i f y that t h i s sample was transferred from 

to at (location) 

(date & time) and tha t the statements i n t h i s block are correct 

Evidentiary Seals: Not Sealed I n t a c t : Yes No 

Signatures 



New Mexico Health and Enviroi 
SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY Dl 
700 Camino de Salud NE 

t Department 
N 

0 
E K V Ty"[¥ p " Albuquerque, NM 87106 — (505) 841-2555 

GERntPRAL W A T E R C H E M I S T R Y 
and NITROGEN ANALYSIS 

DATE 
RECEIVED 
Collection DATE / 

USER m 

CODE U 59300 • 59600 (MOTHER: 82235 

5 
Collection TIME 

SIT 
INFORM- • 

ATION 

Sample location 

tifkLPOAL-£ Z ^ . T < M . 

Collection site description 

Collected by — Person/Agency 

SEND 
FINAL 
REPORT 
TO 

ENVIRONMENTAL BUREAU ;--.> 
NM OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
State Land Office Bldg, PO ..Box 2088 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 Sl? ') 

Attn: ...Dav.ii_J3flv.ar_ 

SAMPLING CONDITIONS 

Station/ 
well code 

Owner 

• Bailed 
Dipped 

• Pump 
• Tap 

Water level Discharge Sample type 

pH (00400) Conductivity (Uncorrected) Water Temp. (00010) Conductivity at 25 °C (00094) 
fimho 

Field comments 

SAMPLE FIELD TREATMENT — Check proper boxes 
No. of samples 
submitted 

nm i i p . Whole sample 
(Non-filtered) 

• F: Filtered in field with 
0.45 fimembrane filter 

• A: 2 mi H2S04/L added 

3 NA: No acid added • Other-spec/Ty; 

ANALYTICAL RESULTS from SAMPLES 
NF, NA Units Date analyzed F, NA Units Date analyzed 

• Conductivity (Corrected) 
25 °C (00095) 

• Total non-filterable 
residue (suspended) 
(00530) 

• Other: 
• Other: 
• Other: 

WO _^mho 

mg/l 

NF, A-H2SO4 

W Calcium (00915) 
S Magnesium (00925) 
X Sodium (00930) 
!X Potassium (00935) 
X Bicarbonate (00440) 

Chloride (00940) 
^ Sulfate (00945) 
j j f Total filterable residue 

(dissolved) (70300) 

2 0 j / 

~oTff 

" j 

mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 

mg/l 

J=ar— 

JJJL 

• Nitrate-N +, Nitrate-N 
total (00630) 

• Ammonia-N total (00610) 

• Total Kjeldahl-N 
( ) 

• Chemical oxygen 
demand (00340) 

• Total organic carbon 
( ) 

• Other: 

• Other: 

F, A-H 2 S 0 4 

mg/l 
mg/l 

mg/l 

mg/l 

mg/l 

• Nitrate-N + , Nitrate-N 
dissolved (00631) 

• Ammonia-N dissolved 
(00608) 

• Total Kjeldahl-N 

( ) 
• Other: 

mg/l 

mg/l 

mg/l 

Analyst Date Reported Reviewed by 

Laboratory remarks 

S L D 7 2 6 (12/84) DISTRIBUTION: WHITE — EID, GW&HW Bureau CANARY — WS System PINK — EID Local Office GOLDENROD — SLD 

is I! i H i 



iJULu New Mexico Health and Enviroaljjpt Department 
SCIENTIFIC LABORATORY DIVWON 
700 Camino de Salud NE 
Albuquerque, NM 87106 — (505) 841-2555 

GENERAL WATER CHEMISTRY 
and NITROGEN ANALYSIS 

DATE 
RECEIVED CODE • 59300 • 59600 & OTHER: 8 2 2 3 5 

Collection DATE / 

1 \2M \fa 
Collection TIME 

SITE 
INFORM-

ATION 

Sample location 

U&JE<>*=£. ^.LTCjL 

Collected by — Person/Agency 

Collection site description 

/ tL'tHSAJ'i 0 ^ - ^ C j r ¥
 (SE^ZJ^L 

SEND 
FINAL 
REPORT 
TO 

ENVIRONMENTAL BUREAU \U( Vji \\ 
NM OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION \?i W \ \ \ j j 
State Land Office Bldg, PO 9^2088 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 giL CONSERVATION DIVl^Gi • 

Attn: ...Dflviii.JE^er. ^1^.12. 

SAMPLING CONDITIONS 

.iS.^.<s.c.dC......^^5.£L 

Station/ 
well code 

Owner 

• Bailed 
Dipped 

• Pump 
• Tap 

Water level Discharge Sample type 

pH (00400) Conductivity (Uncorrected) 
umho 

Water Temp. (00010) Conductivity at 25 °C (00094) 
| j m h o 

Field comments 

SAMPLE FIELD TREATMENT — Check proper boxes 
No. of samples 
submitted • NF: T°1f t

a rnT -?F= (Non-filtered) ~ 
Filtered in field with 
0.45 /-(membrane filter 

H'A: 2 ml U^s/L added MAH>-^ 

• NA: No acid added • Other-spec/ry: 

ANALYTICAL RESULTS from SAMPLES 
NF, NA Units Date analyzed F, NA Units Date analyzed 

• Conductivity (Corrected) 
25 °C (00095) 

• Total non-filterable 
residue (suspended) 
(00530) , 

^ Other: ^>?/> €<WrY. 
• Other 
• Other 

_(imho , 

mg/l 

NF, A-H2SO« 

• Calcium (00915) 
• Magnesium (00925) 
• Sodium (00930) 
• Potassium (00935) 
• Bicarbonate (00440) 
• Chloride (00940) 
• Sulfate (00945) 
• Total filterable residue 

(dissolved) (70300) 
• Other: 

mg/ 
mg/i 
mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 
mg/ 

mq/l 

• Nitrate-N +, Nitrate-N 
total (00630) 

• Ammonia-N total (00610) 

• Total Kjeldahl-N 
( ) 

• Chemical oxygen 
demand (00340) 

• Total organic carbon 
( ) 

• Other: 

• Other: 

F, A-H 2 S 0 4 

mg/l 
mg/l 

mg/l 

mg/l 

mg/l 

• Nitrate-N +, Nitrate-N 
dissolved (00631) 

• Ammonia-N dissolved 
(00608) 

• Total Kjeldahl-N 

( ) 
• Other: 

mg/l 

mg/l 

mg/l 

Analyst Date Reported Reviewed by , 

7 Laboratory remarks 

S L D 7 2 6 (12/84) DISTRIBUTION: WHITE — EID, GW&HW Bureau CANARY — WS System PINK — EID Local Office GOLDENROD — SLD 



ICAP -SCREEN 

taib N u m b e r : 

Dale Submitted: 

Sample Code: 

Date Reported 

By: 

l J f . ' L o i i i i l i i a t i o i t C o t t c e n t r a t i a n ( | J f i / m l ) 

M um 1.11 inn 

l l . i ) I mu 

H e r y i l i u m 

Ho I. on 

CJ.-1 cl in 1.11in 

Ca I c i i i m 

C l i r o m l inn 

Cnbri I L 

(Jup| i i : r 

1 f u n 

I . INK I 

M.-if; tia H J.um 

MniiCMiKiai! 

l l o L y l x l m i u m 

U L c k o L 

H 1.1 i c o n 

. S i l v e r 

l i I; l u i i t l u n i 

T i n 

V M I U K I I U I I I 

Y t L r l u i i i 

Z i n c 

12L 

3 3 

AHA. 

<0 4 

<o.l 

<D.\ 

<0± 

<0.( 

<e>.l 

<o.l 



WELL SERVICE COMPANIES 
QUESTIONNAIRE 

Check one or more, as a p p l i c a b l e . 

I . Types, of Services Performed: 

Vacuum Hauling/Tank Cleaning 
A c i d i z i n g 
F r a c t u r i n g 
Cementing 
D r i l l i n g mud/additives 
Other (Specify) 

I I . General Types of Products and Q u a n t i t i e s Used i n 
Service or Transported i n 1984: 

Quantity (bbls.) 

Acids 

Brines 

Caustics 

D r i l l i n g Mud/Additives 

Corrosion I n h i b i t o r s 

Surfactants/Polymers 

Shale C o n t r o l I n h i b i t o r s 

Radioactive Tracers Returned 

from Wellbores or P i p e l i n e s 

Oxygen Scavangers 

^ ^ W a s t e O i l 

^ ^ P r o d u c e d Water 

Other (Specify) 
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WELL SERVICE COMPANY INSPECTION 

NAME OF COMPANY: General Crude Processing - Howard Whit-lock 

LOCATION: 8201 E. Main, Farmington 

INSPECTION DATE: 7 / 2 4 / 8 5 

REPORT: 2 heating tanks inoperable / 2 operable: large bulges 

on sides of tanks. O i l leaks apparent on ground from pipes 

leading to s e t t l i n g tanks, t r e a t i n g tanks; on surface around 

tanks and small ponds by tanks. Water (?) storage p i t has 8" 

crude on surface. S t i r r e d w i t h s t i c k , could not see oil / w a t e r 

i n t e r f a c e . Whitlock claimed p i t 4' deep, but could have been 

deeper. Whitlock said 6" skimmed o f f surface l a s t week, and 

would be skimmed today WAS NOT. 

SAMPLES TAKEN 8507241550 Water (?) P i t 

8507241600 Halford i r r i g a t i o n d i t c h behind Co. f a c i l i t i e s 

RECOMMENDATIONS: Close evaporation p i t on grounds of v i o l a t i o n 

of Rule 3, Rule 310, Rule 313, permit order, Vulnerable area 

d e f i n i t i o n (disposes 300 Bbls. produced water monthly, i n 

l a n d f i l l and evaporation pond), engineering of water (?) storage p i t , 

FOLLOW UP: 
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i 
TONEYANAYA 

GOVERNOR 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICE 
1000 RIO BRAZOS ROAO 

AZTEC, NEW MEXICO B7410 
1505)334-6178 

May 18, 1984 

Mr. Howard Whitlock 
General Crude Processing 
P.O. Box 2609 
Flo r a V i s t a , NM 87401 

Re: Water P i t 

Dear Howard: 

Due t o the e a r l y onset o f c o l d weather l a s t f a l l , you were 
unable t o comply w i t h the d i r e c t i v e from t h i s o f f i c e t o 
empty the water p i t a t your p l a n t . Now t h a t the weather 
has warmed, we expect the p i t t o be emptied by June 30. 

I f you have any questions, please contact t h i s o f f i c e . 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Frank T. Chavez 
D i s t r i c t Supervisor 

FTC/dj 

xc: Operator F i l e ^ 



jf IJeneral 

» rude 

J l ^ Processing 
• — jpŜ .-jjjCy, -S-i 

July 27, 1983 

Frank Chavez 
New Mexico Oil Conservation Gonmission 
1000 Rio Brazos 
Aztec, New Mexico 87410 

Dear Frank: 

As we discussed on the telephone; I w i l l work at trying to get 
the pi t down to where we can install a tank or some1±ing suit­
able to replace our pi t . We do need some sort of p i t or open 
top tank to help us use solar heat to treat some of this crude 
o i l that otherwise has sometJLmes gone to waste. 

We expect to, or try to, have the p i t down by the nuddle of Octo­
ber, 1983. I doubt that the p i t is leaking. I t has been here 
since day one in the old Beeline days but I can understand your 
concern. I t could be leaking and possibly enter the surface water 
formation. ; 

Sincerely, 

Howard F. Whitlock 
President 

HFW/bfw 

P. O. BOX 2609/11002 EAST MAIN / FARMINGTON, NM S7401-

505-327-6946 505-327-6950 ^ 7 ^ ^ 



ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICE 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

TONEY ANAYA 1000 RIO BRAZOS ROAD 
AZTEC. NEW MEXICO 87410 

1505) 334-6178 
GOVERNOR 

June 27, 1983 

Mr. Howard Whitlock 
General Crude J'rqcessing 
P 76.Box"2609 

Farmington, New Mexico 87401 

Re: Waste water p i t 

Dear Howard: 
As we talked about e a r l i e r by telephone, i t w i l l be necessary for you to 
clean out the referenced p i t by September 1, 1983. We understand that the 
p i t had been used by other persons before you assumed i t s operation, however 
we are now experiencing underground water p o l l u t i o n i n the area. With 
the increasing population density i n the area and the greater demand for 
groundwater, the operation of t h i s p i t w i l l no longer be acceptable. 
Please contact us when the p i t i s ready f o r our inspection. 

Frank T. Chavez 
D i s t r i c t Supervisor 

FTC/ca 

mmsxmmrnmmmmmommmmmmtmmmui 



Senator Pete Domenici 
New Federal Bldg. 
500 Gold Ave. S.W. Room 10013 
Albuquerque, Nov Mexioo 87103 

Dear Honorable Senator Pete Domenici, 

Tne U.S.G.S. agreed to Mr. Hatch and myself to let the oil companies just call 
them BO the U.S.0.8. could look at the oil vhen or before ve vent out to pick 
it up. This oil company has always been very cooperative in letting us pick 
up vaste crude, but after Mr. Keller, U.S.G.S., told them they had to have writ­
ten notice ve vere told by this oil company ve could not pick up any more vaste 
crude. 

One oil company vas told by the U.S.G.S. that they vanted this vaste oil meas­
ured to the gallon. They have several small pits and they used to gather it 
out of the small pits and put i t into larger pits, vhere ve would pick i t up. 
Nov they v i l l not let us pick up any oil and have not picked up the oil out of 
their smaller pits for quite some time. What benefit is this to anyone? What 
has the U.S.G.S. proven? Ofoverment does not belong in private industry in thia 
manner. 

I vas told by another oil company they would not call the U.S.G.S. to come out 
and find some problem on a lease besides questioning their decision on vaste 
oil. He said they have enough hassle with the U.S.G.S. without asking for i t . 

I have had several t e l l me i f I could come out without all the paper work, I 
could have the waste oil Just for picking it up. When I tell them I can't 
pick up oil without the paper work they tell me to Just forget i t . They vould 
get rid of it another vay. 

We want out to another company location vhere vaste oil had previously been 
stored in a pit, i t had been burned Just recently, green veeds vere burned a-
long the edge of the pit so ve know i t had been recently burned. 

Since ve haven't been picking up crude because of these regulations, I have 
noticed several dark smoke clouds along the fckyline. Before, vhen we were 
able to pick up crude without all of these regulations a dark cloud of smoke 
was unusual to see. 

P. O. BOX 26O9/110O2 E A S T MAIN / F A R M I N G T O N , NM 87401 

505-327-6946 505-327-6950 



General 

^Jrude 
Processing 

I believe a l l of these regulations to be on a local level wrote up by Jim Sims. 
No one I know in this business is having the problems I am. I f this is all the 
U.S.G.S. has to do is hassle us, then I would sgjr ve don't need this part of the 
goverment organisation. Ho one will take i t upon themselves to make a decision. 
One U.S.G.S. supervisor agreed i t was a bad rule but he didinot make i t and 
could not change i t . Who can? 

Sincerely, 

Howard F. Whitlook 
President 

Goi Christine A. Donisthorpe 
Frank Chavez 

HFW/cmv 

P. O. BOX 2609/11002 E A S T MAIN / FARMINGTON, NM 87401 

508-327-6946 805-327-6950 



There are ten companies in the area now who will not let us pick up waste crude. 
The oil companies will not tolerate being treated like children. Why wouldn't a 
telephone call from the oil companies to the U.S.G.S. work Just the same as writ­
ten notification. When we call the U.S.G.S., we write down the date, who we talk­
ed with, and where we are going. It would really work Just as well, but maybe fti 
is Just too much for the U.S.G.S. to do. 

Before we started picking up this waste crude, companies were burning and dumping 
the waste crude on the roads. The price was higher then, than i t is now with no 
concern by the U.S.G.S., why now? Tf they were not getting royalties paid, then 
why is it so important now? The oil companies have more interest in the oil than 
anyone else. If they can get a higher price out of the oil, I'm sure they will 
keep it and process i t themselves. Who is supposed to be operating the leases 
anyway? 

What is the U.S.G.S. going to do when nobody is here to pick up the waste oil? 
Who is going to pay any of the royalties on the waste crude? I believe the U.8.G 
U.S.G.S. is having a hard time trying to Justify their being. I believe the 
waste crude has been blown way out of proportion. Is this the U.S.G.S. 's main 
concern or do they have something else to do? 

When we first started picking up waste crude, we would go to the Hew Mexico Oil 
Commission, get a permit to pick up the oil. We started in business in January, 
1980. In December of 1980, Mr. Chavez, Hew Mexico Oil Commission, suggested I 
startedalling the U.S.G.S. when we vent out 6fc pick up waste crude to maybe pro­
tect ourselves and it would Just be a courtesy call, and mapbe they could help 
us in locating some of the waste crude pits. Have you ever heard or seen the 
cartoon "I'm from the goverment and I'm here to help you". They were sure a lot 
of helpl 

I am paying for trucks, land and tanks and trying to pay salaries. The Interest 
rates are now 20 percent and rising. I have been down for three months. I do 
not know how much longer I can keep this up, but only for a short time I'm sure. 
I need to stay in business for not only my own sake but for the sake of mafry 
others. Including the very people that are trying to put us out of business. 

There is now another supervisor in this U.S.G.S office making a total of five or 
six in the past five months. Onto is as much help to us as another. Absolutely 
no helpl I am desperate and need some sort of help. What can be done? 

P. O. BOX 2609/11002 E A S T MAIN / F A R M I N G T O N , NM 87401 

505-327-6946 505-327-6950 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

: f : l \ A ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
V OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

' :T ; i " AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICE 

; ' ; - ; J C F ! „ H J G JUNE 9 , '981 ux» P.O e«wo='KOAr 
'*''"* AZTFC. NEW MEXICO B'ilt 

L ' . r : "V KcMOE 16051 334-617P 

Mr. Joe 0. Ramey 
Oil Conservation Division 
P.O. Box 2088 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Re: Pit at General Crude Processing Plant 

Dear Joe: 
The referenced p i t has been in use for over 25y«?ars, f i r s t by Bee-Line 
Refinery, then by Plateau Incorporated, and now by General Crude. This 
p i t is used to hold water separated from treated o i l . A s l i g h t skim 
of o i l from 1/8" to 1/2" gradually develops on tbe p i t and then is skim-
ned o f f . When the water level gets high enough, the water is then taken 
out of the p i t to a water disposal system in Aneth, Utah. 

The s o i l type contains a lot of clay which allows l i t t l e or no percolation 
••nd actually exceeds Soil Conservation Service specifications for clay 
sealed ponds. The side of the p i t indicates the fl u c t u a t i n g l i q u i d levels 
in the p i t as water is added then taken out. 

The water wells in this area are completed in ri v e r alluvium and the 
dire c t i o n of ground water flow Is such that i f any leakage did occur from 
this p i t (which is not in the alluvium) I t would not contaminate any 
fresh water source. Also, leakage from this p i t could be easily detected 
on the sides of the h i l l on which the p i t is situated. 

At this time , I can see no further action that needs to be taken. 

Yours t r u l y , 

Fr-ink T. Chavez 
D i s t r i c t Supervisor 

XC: R i d i n g Fi le 
General Crude Processing 
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M E M O R A N Km— 
I P f l / oT^\ R ™ f § 1 Bataan Building 

r Resources Division 

SantaTo, Hew Mexico 
May 25, 1981 

T 0 Joe Ramey, Commissioner, New Mexico O i l Commission 

FROM M. B. Compton, Engineer, Water Rights Bureau 

SUBJECT Memo of E. C. Barry dated May 11, 1981 

At the request of Mr. Reynolds, we are enclosing a copy of 
the f i e l d check made by E. C. Barry on May 6, 1981 of an 
unlined open p i t used for the dumping of waste o i l near 
Farmington, New Mexico. We would appreciate being n o t i f i e d 
of any action you take i n t h i s matter. 

MBC:fr 
Engineer 
Water Rights Bureau 

RECEIVED^ 2 0 1383 



WATER RESOURCES DIJ 

MEMO 

DATE 

i i 
• For Your Information ( ) Note & Return 

• For Your Files ( ) Circulate 

i For Your Handling ( ) 

uucs: &racUA ft report-OM an UH\IM % 

WAI LirTLbUUKLLb U1V1MUN 

MEMO 

TO: 

DATE 

( ) For Your Information ( ) Note & Return 

( ) For Your Files ( ) Circulate 

( ) For Your Handling ( ) 

RKMARKS: 
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ROOM 10 1 Uutaan u u i l a i n g 
Knt^ Fo, New Mexico 

19R1 

TO Brad Compton: Asst. Chief o f Water Riqhts Bureau 

FROM F. C. Barry, Water Resources Spec. T 

SUBJECT i n l i n e d open p i t used f o r the dumoino o f waste o i l . 

F i e l d check by E. C. Barry on May 6, 1981 d i s c l o s e d the f o l l o w i n g : 

1. A surface p i t approximately 30 f e e t i n diameter and approximately 
15 feet i n depth i s located i n the SFASF.1: Section 21, Township 30 
North, Range 12 V.'est, NMPM, i s beinq used f o r the dumpina of waste-
o i l . The land i s b e l i e v e d t o be owned t y Heneral Crude Processing 
Company, Flora V i s t a , New Mexico. The p i t i s shown on Flora V i s t a 
Quadranale No. 2.2.4 and a photo taken the dav of f i e l d check. 

2.. I t appears t h a t o l d o i l i s dumped i n t o the p i t from excess waste i n 
the o p e r a t i o n o f a r e f i n e r y or the cleaning of t r u c k s t h a t haul o i l 
to the r e f i n e r y f o r processinq. 

3. Accordina t o the side o f the p i t a p p r o p r i a t e l y 1 feet o f o i l has i n 
the past p e r c o l a t e d underqround. The p i t at nrcsonf contains approx­
imately 4 t o 6 f e e t i n depth o f o i l . This i r , i n d i c a t e d i n the photo. 

4. Several domestic type water w e l l s "exist' below the e l e v a t i o n o f the p i t . 
The I'.alford Independent i r r i a a t i o n d i t c h i s also below the e l e v a t i o n . 

Summary: Contamination o f tho underground water o f the San Juan Underqround 
Water Basin i s very l i k e l y t o happen i f the dumpina o f waste o i l 
i n t o the p i t i s continued f o r sometime. The Hal f o r d Independent 
i r r i n a t i o r , d i t c h i s also l i k e l y t o become contaminated by the dumping 
o f waste o i l i n t o the p i t i s continued. 

Recommendations: I t i s recommended t h a t some a c t i o n be taken t o e i t h e r have 
the pxt l i n e d or t o cease the o p e r a t i o n t h e r e o f f o r the dumping o f waste o i l . 

K. C. Harry, Water Pf*sources Spec. I 
Water Piahts Bureau 







RAILROAD COMMISSION OF TEXAS 
PQ DRAWER 12967 

AUSTIN, TEXAS 78711 

March 26, 1981 
JAMES E. (JIM) NUGENT 

CHAIRMAN 

Mr. Frank T. Chavez 
District Supervisor 
State of New Mexico 
Energy and Minerals Department 
Oil Conservation Division 
1000 Rio Brazos Road 
Aztec, New Mexico 87410 

Dear Mr. Chavez: 

Your letter of March 13 regarding the treatment 
plant operation by Mr. Tim Mulville has been brought to 
my attention. I have forwarded a copy of your letter to 
our Oil and Gas Division District in which he has operations. 

Thank you very much for your letter on this matter. 

Resp^t/fully youys, 

E. (Jim) A/agent 

JEN/cb 
cc: Mr. Willis Steed, Director 

Field Operations 
CON COM. 



November 21, 1980 

State of New Mexico 
Energy and Minerals Department 
Oil C&nservation Ctarenissijon 
P. 0. Box 2988 
Santa Fe, New MeJdLco 87*01 

Gentleman: 

Ihis is to advise that General Crude Processing, Wyoming Partnership 
certified by you Case #6887 - Order K-6354 has been incorporated as 
of July 7, 1980. 

Please drop Crude Processing, George Streib, and Lynn Fross out of 
the irfcxarporation. The present incorporators are: 

HOWARD P. VHTTLCCK 
TIM MJLVIII£ 

Tim Mulville, 
President 



R. E. KARLIN 
CHAIRMAN DAVID A. VARGAS 

MANAGER 

ROBERT L. BATLEY, JR 
MEMBER 6 A ivi J U A n C 0 U "t T \ 

1 1 2 SOUTH •<•- . .<;v f H U t A i / t , 

AZTEC, HRin vblXLCU 
8 7 410 

DON McGONIGLE 
FIRE MARSHAL 

LINN R. BLANCETT 
MEMBER 

Mr. Tim Mulville 
General Crude Processing 
P.O. Box 2609 
Farmington, NM '87401 

Dear Mr. Mulville: 

Per your request concerning whether your reclaiming oil facility in Flora 
Vista is in compliance with the Uniform Fire Code, (San Juan County Ordinance 
#6). As you are aware deficiencies exist which should be corrected: 

1. Check valves must be placed at the unloading rack. 
2. All pipes must be properly supported. 
3. All diking will be in accordance with the Uniform Fire Code. 
4. Removal of the waste petroleum presently located in a pond. 

Deficiencies No. 1,2, and 3 above should be corrected no later than April 30, 1980, 
and deficiency No. 4 should be corrected by June 15, 1980. 

When the above deficiencies have been corrected, and no further expansion is noted 
your facility will then be in compliance with the Uniform Fire Code. 

If I can be of any further assistance to you, or answer any questions you may 
have, please do not hesitate to call on me at the above number. 

Yours in fire protection. 

Fire Marshal 

DM/jb 



April 14, 1980 

Fire Marshal 

San Juan County 

Mr Don McGonigle; 

Dear Mr McGonigle; 

Per you le t t e r dated April 07, 1980, on compliance with the 

Uniform Fire Code, (San Juan County Ordinance #6). The deficiencies 

which you outlined have been corrected or w i l l be corrected prior to 

the dates indicated in your l e t t e r . 

1. Check valves are i n place at the unloading rack. 

2. A l l pipes that we use are now properly supported. 

3. A l l diking for our operation currently used are now complied 

with. 

A. Removal of waste petroleum presently located in pond w i l l be 

complied with by June 15, 1980. 

Thank you for your time and consideration in these matters. 

Si. ucor'ly, 

Tim Mulville 

cc;file 

TM/gm 
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p I L . C O N S E R V A T I O N D I V I S U 
IV O . U O X ZO II II 

S A N T A F t , N C W M t C X I C O 8 7 i i 0 1 

REQUEST FOR ALLOWABLE 
AND 

AUTHORIZATION 10 TRANSPORT OIL AND NATURAL GAS 

Form C-101 
P.avlied I0-1--7I1 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING 
AfMreas 

P.O. BOX 2609 PARTINGTON, NEW MEXICO 87401 
Rcoion(s) CoV'filing (C^eck proper box) 

N e w W » | | Q C h a n g e I n T r a n s p o r t e r o f : 

Recompletion Q Oil KXK Dry Gas. Q JUfcjXU I & I I l i O V i L O U U T I • # U I L ^ 

Change In Ownership^] Casinghead Gas Q Condenjal* Q i I V RULES S R E G I / R U L E S 3 1 1 / ' 3 i 

Oilier (Please explain) 

IN COJ'fLIANCE WITH STATE OF NEW feXICQ 
« ilirCRALS PEPL, OIL raSMTIOr 

If change of ownership Rive nunc 
• nd address of previous owner 

I I . DESCRIPTION O F W E L L A N D L E A S E 
L e o s e Name Wel l N o . p o o l Name, I n c l u d i n g F o r m a t i o n K i n d of L e a s e 

S ta le , F e d e r a l or Fee 

L e a s e N o . 

L o c a t i o n 

Un i t L e t t e r Fee t F r o m T h e L i n e and F e e t F r o m T h e 

L i n e of S e c t i o n T o w n s h i p Range , N M P M Coun t y 

i n . DESIGNATION OF T R A N S P O R T E R OF O I L AND N A T U R A L GAS 
Ncrr.e of Aulhorixed Transporter of Oil I A A or Condensate [~J 

GENERAL CRUDE PROCESSING 
Address (Give address lo which approved copy of this form is to be sent) 

P.O. BOX 2509 FARMNGTON, i£w , Exico 8/401 
Narr.e ol Authorized Transporter of Casinghead Gas f~J or Dry Gas Address (Give address to which approved copy of this form is to be sent) 

, , ' U n i t ! Sec. ' T w p . 'Rge. 
H well produces o i l or l iquids, i 1 i r i 
give location of tar.ks. ' I 1 i 

i l l . 

Is gas actually connected? j When 

No 
If this production is commingled with that from any other lease or pool, give commingling order number: 

I V . C O M P L E T I O N D A T A 
1 Oi l Well ' Gas Well 

Designate Type of Completion — (X) ', J 
i t 

' New Well 1 Workover 1 Deepen 
1 i 1 
1 1 l 

i i 

1 Plug Back 1 Same Res'v. 1 D l l f . Res'v. 
1 1 1 
1 1 l 

• i 
Date Spudded Date Compl. Ready to Prod. Total Depth P.B.T.D. 

Elevations (DF. RKB, RT, CR. etc.) Name of Producing Formation Top Oil /Gas pay Tubing Depth 

Perforations Depth Casing Shoe 

T U B I N G , CASING, AND C E M E N T I N G R E C O R D 

H O L E S I Z E CASING & T U B I N G SIZE D E P T H SET SACKS C E M E N T 

i 
1 

1 
TEST DATA AND REQUEST FOR ALLOWABLE (Test mini be after recovery of total volume of load oil and mutt bt equal to or exceed top allow 

OIL WFLL °k'e f°f depth o r fc* f°r / u " 24 hours) 

Oate Flret New o i l Run To Tanks Date of Teel Producing Method (h'low, pump, gas lift, etc.) 

Length of T m l Tubing Pressure Casing Pressure 

/ r 
Actual Prod. During Test O i l - B b l s . Water-Bbls. / Rftjjl 

MA 
G A S W E L L \ 

{ A 2 1930 
rc\M. 1 

! Actual Prod. T e e l - M C F / D Length of Test Bbls. Condensate/MMCF \ V * " L " Gravity of* Condecrsate 

Olo i - 3 / 
Testing Method (pilot, bo.ck pr.) Tubing Pro»«uje/• O h u t - i n ) Casing Pressure ( S h u t - i n ) ^ h o k e ^ l j i » ' ' 

I . C E R T I F I C A T E O F C O M P L I A N C E 

I hereby cert ify thot the rules ond regulations of the Oil Conservation 
Division have been complied with and that the Information Riven 
above ia true and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

OWNER/OPERATOR 

MARCH 20, I&u 
(Title) 

(Oate) 

•IL CONSERVA'r jO^^^ION 

A P P R O V E D „ 

Original Signed by FRANK I CHAVEZ 

19 . 

B Y 

T I T L E 
SUPERVISOR DISTRICT % 3 

Thl» form le lo be f i led ln compliance with ItULC 1104. 

If thia io a reijuest for allowable for a newly drilled or deepened 
wel l , thia foim muat be accompanied by e tabulation of the deviation 
teaia teVen on the well In accordance with RULfc I I I . 

A l l sections of this form must bo f i l led out completely for allow­
able on new nnd rocomplotod wells. 

F i l l out only Sections I , 11, I I I , «nd VI for ch»nB»a of owner, 
well nurtie or number, or transporter, or other auch chango of condition. 

Separata Forme C-104 must be fi led for each pool In multiply 
roinnlotrd wc llfc. 



Western Agency JOHN H. JONES 

ROSS DURANT 

INSURANCE^ 
of NEW MEXICO, INC. 

April 1 , 1980. 

Frank L. Chavez 
100Q Rio Brazos Road 
Aztec, NM 87410 

RE: Timothy Mulv i l le, Lynn Fress, George Streib 
d/h/a General Crude Processing 

Dear Sir, 

This is to notify you that Western Agency Insurance Company of New 
Mexico has applied for a $10,000 Treating Plant Bond for the above 
insured. 

Thank you, 

Western Agency Insurance 

421 East Main Street / Farmington, New Mexico 87401 / (505)327-0455 



ENER 
STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICE 

BRUCE KING 
GOVERNOR 

LARRY KEHOE 
SECRETARY 

1000 RIO BRAZOS ROAO 
AZTEC. NEW MEXICO 67410 

(505) 334-6178 

March 20, I980 

Mr. Tim Mulville 
General Crude Processing 
P. 0. Box 2609 

Farmington, New Mexico 87UOI 

Re: Flora Vista t r e a t i n g plant 

Dear Mr. M u l v i l i e : 

The l e t t e r authorizes you to operate the referenced plant for a 
period of si x t y (60) days from the above date pending approval of your 
application. However, you are directed to f i l e the required performance 
bond immediately or this authority w i l l be recinded. 

Your application should contain the following information in d e t a i l : 

1. Location of plant - show schematic drawing of plant, i t s 
location to highways, residences and any outstanding 
topographic features. 

2. Type of plant - describe processes and chemicals used 
to treat o i l . 

3. Capacity - describe t r e a t i n g capacity and storage capacity; 
describe f i r e w a l l design and capacity, and p i t design and 
capacity; describe sources and quantities of feedstock and 
disposition of crude o i l and plant wasts, residues and water. 

k. C e r t i f i c a t i o n from appropriate f i r e control agency that 
plant complies with Focal f i r e safety regulations. 

I f you have any questions, please don't hesitate to contact t h i s 
off1ce. 

Yours truly, p. 

Frank T. Chavez 
D i s t r i c t Supervisor 

xc: Oil Conservation Division, Santa Fe 

FTC:no 
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