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Jear #r, Richardson:

Thank you for your letter of rFebruarv 3, 19335, cnncerning tue case of

“rs, Guinsvere frady. As offared in gur 2arliar cerrespendence,
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Yeaking freom neardy osraduction w=lls or trod tng eas-producing resovvoir

raocls at depth thﬂ?guﬁﬂ& iz ar=a?

l'v [3 ..:

Samples were Laken of the contents of aclwinyl chileoride pigez stuek 3t sove

,ravwous tima into tha soil oF tne 3rady oreparty., Tuis qas, upon apnalyveis,

oroved 16 be Orlj air--that is, no potentially hareful 2s was lesking up
Ehoeg pinns 3% the thive of g ianglino. U2 oo opet bnow onoy o8 eohM o Lhe

33 -12aKag9 sar“u-';q nost Hno Lo Seady prossrt apneare o o =
roviously ghsaryad, ot the turplie r 2t Lirs gortain b

any danger,

A ditferent situalion vas found in <~il gas takea from tre vaighborias

veerts ﬁT?)VPIy sn Comirno 2io Sireat, houever., Taat a3¢ contaired ahbout

72 percont matnana and 24 percent c rhon "1OA1”‘ {see enclosed teble shawing

cheriical analvsis recuite), The moikare contzat of ihe cas couid bhe
notentially dangoraous,

e e Reberts property with lecally procuced
en from the cnly two nzarby gas uwells,

ions and carben-isclope charactsr cleariy chows
y gas i< uifferent frem the deep natural cas
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Hunorasie 3111 fichardson

LACEpT thdac 1T 15 evivuniiy not relatid 6 mideural —as pruCuciion, wi Cinucs
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sour sarple results ke oridgin o e suil yas of the dover:s

plroperiy. ceveringless, because there is potantiel for hazard in the yus
fuand on thie Acberts property, we are Lransinittiny our Tinaings we Fr. Frank

Chavez, o7 wie dew rexico 011 Conservation Jivisicr,

survey.
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0 helped Ls in var
Ae Lope that our intornaiion will aijc local autheritics ia werking

Witd tomeewners o address the matlier of 361l cas Ieakace.

Dallas L. Peck

director

Encigsure

Cepy to:

Frank Chavezv/
Your washington, 0.C., utvice
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Geochemical comparison of natural gas samples collected in Farmington, New Mexico, area

Volume percentC)

Gas Depth C1/C1-50)  13cyb) ¢ co C C C
Sample (ft) 175 ! 1 2 2 3 4+
. Tycksen #1 1000 .914 -42.78  91.41 0.03 5.20 2.03 1.33
Gallegos Canyon Unit 6500 .871 -40.96 86.24 1.00 8.07 3.06 1.64
residence
942 -34.71 71.72 23.86 4.41 N/A N/A

Vent-Roberts!'
Camino Rio St. Surface .

3proportion of methane (C1) in the hydrocarbon phase.
b13¢/12¢ of methane in the gas relative to 13¢/12¢ of marine limestone standard

CChemical composition of gas. Major components expressed on air-free basis.
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO

ENERGY ano MINERALS DERPARTMENT
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION

1935 - 1985
TONEY ANAYA POST OFFICE BOX 2088
GOVERNOR December 13 , 1985 STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING

SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 87501
(505) 827-5800

Congressman, Bill Richardson
Federal Building
Gallup, N 87301

Dear Congressman Richardson:

The following is in response to vour letter of December 6, 1985,
concerning the problem of "natural gas" in the soil in the area of Mrs.
Guinevere H. "Winnie" Brady's hame in Farmington, New Mexico.

The problem afflicting Mrs, Bradv's property is both distressing and
perplexing. Early in the course of this problem, this office spent in
excess of $250,000 locating and plugging an old well in the vicinity of
Mrs. Brady's hame. This well was initially suspected as the source of
the gas, however, we believe the complete manner in which we carried the
plugging operations on this well precludes it from further
consideration. A special gas analysis conducted by the U. S. Geological
Survey in June of 1984 showed that a gas sample collected fraom the
problem area bears little resemblance to samples taken from the
producing horizons existing below the area. A later sample shows this
same dissimilarity. Unfortunately the test results are insufficient in
and of themselves to pinpoint the source of the gas.

At this point we have no reason to believe that any well or any other
facility under our jurisdiction is the source of the gas. However, with
the impetus of your letter, I am turning my file on this case over to
our Environmental Bureau to have them take one more look at the
situation and to make recommendations for further action or study.

At this time there are no funds available to this agency which could be
used to provide the kind of direct help Mrs. Brady apparently seeks.
Our only "extra" funds are in the Reclamation Fund. These funds are
used to plug abandoned wells when no other resources are available. In
the past, attorneys in this Division and in the Energy and Minerals
Department have carefully reviewed the range of available State
resources for problems such as this and they have yet been unable to
identify any.

We believe we acted promptly and properly in this matter. Our reservoir
of ideas and options as to the problem is currently exhausted. The only
thing that occurs to me is the possibility of your meeting with
representatives of the city, the gas company, the insurance campanies,
and us sometime when you plan to be in Farmington. Perhaps through your



good offices, enough movement could be achieved to give Mrs. Brady a
chance to move back into here house.

Sincerely,

R. L. STAMETS
Director

RLS/dp

cc: Paul Biderman
Frank Chavez




BiLt RiCHARDSON
30 DisTRICT. NEW MEXICO

~ COMMITYEES;
ENERGY AND COMMERCE

INTERIOR AND INSULAR AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON OFFICE:
325 Cannon HOUSE OFFiCE BUILOING

WASHINGTON, DC 20516
(202} 225-6190

DISTRICT OFFICE:

108 CATHEDRAL PLACE
Suite 122
Sante Fe, NM B7501-2027
(505) 988-6177

Congress of the Wnited States
Aouse of Representatives
AWashington, DC 20515

Congressman Richardson's Office
Federal Building

Gallup, New Mexico 87301

(505) 722-6522

December 6, 1985

R. L. Stamets

Director

State Land Office Building
0il Conservation Division
Room 206

310 01d Santa Fe Trail
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Dear Mr. Stamets:

One of my comnstituents, Guinevere H. "Winnie" Brady, has contacted me on a
matter of concern. I am now writing to you on her behalf.

Ms. Brady lives in Farmington and in November, 1981 the presence of a high
level of gas was found beneath her home. Since then numerous and extensive
contacts have been made with govermment agencies, all without success in solving
the problem. Details are noted in the enclosed materials.

At this point Ms. Brady, a retired lady in her 60's, has been living away
from her paid-off home for four years. I am very concerned in this matter and
am writing to determine if there is any assistance your agency could provide,.

In particular, I have been advised that there is a pool of funds into which oil
producers pay to handle emergencies. I wonder if such a pool might be tapped in
this situation.

I am advised that under the New Mexico contitution that aid to private
individuals is limited. However, I respectfully request you consider whether
this could be deemed an expenditure for public purposes. I am informed of the
following factors which might cause it to be so:

1. The house might possibly explode and thus cause harm to the public
at large.

2. There is a school three blocks away. ¢

3. There is a park nearby which sometimes contains hundreds of persoms.



R. L. Stamets
December 6, 1985
Page 2

4. The danger of the house is a factor depressing to property
values in the neighborhood.

I also suspect that if aid can be provided, it could be channelled
through a local public body rather than to Ms. Brady in order to’ take
necessary protective measures.

I would appreciate your careful evaluation of this situation. At your
earliest convenience, I would then be grateful to know your findings and
views. Please route a response to me through my Gallup office at the address
noted at the top of the first page.

Thank you very much for any and all assistance you can provide on Ms.
Brady's behalf.

Sincerely,

BILL RICHARDSON
Member of Congress

BR/dcn
Enclosures

cc: Winnie Brady
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RELEASE OF INFORMATION

V/4 J .
I, Gumevees H. " towwse ? Eeaoy , do hereby authorize the release of any and
(please print full name)

all information contained in my file to any authorized representative of CONGRESSMAN

BILL RICHARDSON?'S office.

I understand that under the privacy laws, federal and state, I do not have to give such a release
but do so since I have voluntarily sought the assistance of CONGRESSMAN BILL

RICHARDSON'’S office.

I also understand that if deemed necessary by CONGRESSMAN RICHARDSON'S office,
they have my full permission and authorization to forward any correspondence I may have sent

them concerning said case.

I further understand that I will save harmless both the agency divulging the information
and CONGRESSMAN RICHARDSON'S office as it relates to the giving and accepting of .

any information on my behalf.

Please Return This Form To:

McKinley County Courthouse
Gallup, NM 87301

Grvrsrese 3] Hiinis” Fray

(Signature of Full Name)

22/09 Comiwo 7210 (ontarnsn’s 4&3@3\;

(Address) »
Do nprLomD rpmid T2 Rol/3TECLEZ- ,@ar‘%

[Frerynzrom [YV. /1. X740/
(City d‘gd Zip Code)

S05- 325-584685
(Day Phone)

(Social Security Number)
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