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Albuquerque Journal

‘Cattle Deaths Tied to Disease, Stress

By Fritz Thompson
JOURNAL STAFF WRITER

Pneumonia and stress caused the
death of 19 calves in a pasture near
Flora Vista on the Animas River, a state
livestock inspector said Wednesday.

The inspector, Jim Byrd, said he
doesn’t know if an old natural gas well
leaking toxic hydrogen sulfide at the site
contributed to the deaths.

“We won’t know if the gas well was a
factor unless they decide to do autop-
sies,” Byrd said.

Authorities involved in the disposal of
the cattle weren’t available Wednesday,
and there was no word on the possibility
of autopsies.

Byrd said the cattle mgﬁ..mﬁz con-
tracted pneumonia while being grazed

Leaking Gas Well's Role Undetermjned

on leased pastures belonging to the
Navajo Agricultural Products Industry
farm.

“There’s not a lot of protection up
there, it’s out in the open,” Byrd said.
“We’ve had rain and snow and cold for
weeks, and it’s hard on these little guys.”

The cattle also apparently were
suffering the effects of “shipping
fever,” a stress disorder that lowers
immunity to disease.

The sick cattle were moved by the
owners, Olson Farms of Nebraska, clos-
er to the river, where heavy brush
offered more protection, Byrd said.

He said the manager of the cattle is
experienced and was doctoring and
feeding the cattle. About 20 to 30 head

remain in the river pasture, he said,
while several hundred are still grazing
on the Navajo farm land. &

“There’s snow and ice on ground
and it's cold up here,” he said. ‘It would
help these animals a lot if the s§n would
come out for a change.”

The cattle, called light calves, were
steers and heifers weighing 400 to 600
pounds each and worth an estimated
$400 apiece.

The old well was leaking toxic hydro-
gen sulfide, according to San Juan
County Fire Marshal Kevin Simpson.

The cattle were sick before they were
shipped to the river pasture, Pimpson
said.

Water from the well had been making

its way toward the river, Simpson said,
but crews dammed the flow.

Byrd said substances might have
tainted a nearby earthen stock tank.

“But before I even saw the pollution, it
was obvious that these were ‘hospital’
cattle,” Byrd said. He declined to specu-
late about the possibility of more deaths.

Hazardous materials teams from the
Farmington Fire Department and the
Hart Valley Volunteer Fire Department
also were called out, Simpson said.

And he said his office plans to work
with Oil Conservation Division officials
to plug the well and find the owner.

Nobody was injured in the investga-
tion or cleanup. ’

Material from The Associated Press was
incorporated into this report.
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