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INTRODUC ..IN

Elm Ridge Exploration would like to submit a closure plan for the below grade tank (BGT) at the
G H Callow #2 well site located in the SW % NW 1/4 of Section 33, Township 29N, Range
13W, San Juan County, New Mexico. This closure plan has been prepared in conformance with
the closure requirements of 19.15.17.13 NMAC.

Qrnog OF ('f netTRE ACTIVITIERG

The purpose of this closure plan is to provide the details of activities involved in the closure of
the BGT at the G H Callow #2 well site. The following scope of closure activities has been
designed to meet this objective:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration,
will close all of the BGTs currently in service within the five (5) years allotted. Elm
Ridge Exploration does not operate any BGTs which would qualify to be upgraded or
retrofitted; as such they will be closing all their current BGTs d replacing them
with above ground storage tanks.

Elm Ridge Exploration will close BGTs deemed to be an imminent danger to fresh
water, public health, or the environment by an earlier date that the division requires as
specified in Subsection A 0f19.15.17.13 NMAC.

Elm Ridge Exploration will close any BGT which demonstrates a compromise of
integrity before the five (5) years allotted by the division per Paragraph (6) of
Subsection I 0f 19.15.17.11 NMAC.

Elm Ridge Exploration will close any BGT within 60 days of cessation of the BGTs
operation per Subsection A 0of 19.15.17.13 NMAC.

No less than 72 hours and no greater than one (1) week prior to BGT removal Elm
Rldge Exploratlon or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration, will
p : Written notlﬁmﬁon to the appropriate division district office as well as a
SC e of on-si _vities, as in . mce with 19.._.17.13 ¢ 1]
Paragraph (2) NMAC. Written notification will include the name ot the well
operator, the well’s API number, the well’s name and number, and the well’s unit
letter, section, township and range.

No less than 24 hours and no greater than one (1) week prior to beginning BGT
closure activities EIm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm
Ridge Exploration, will provide written notification to the appropriate surface owner,
as in accordance with 19.15.17.13 Subsection J Paragraph (1) NMAC. Elm  ge
Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration, will notify
the surface owner by certified mail, return receipt requested, that the operator plans to
close a below-grade tank. The return receipt will be used to ens e that the sur”

owner has received written notification no less than 24 hours and no greater than one
(1) week prior to the beginning of BGT closure activities. Evidence of mailing of the
notice to the address of the surface owner shown in the county tax records is
sufficient to demonstrate compliance with this requirement. Closure activities that
will take place on tribal land will have notifications sent by certified mail, return



7)

8)

9
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receipt requested, to the appropriate tribal office. Elm Ridge Exploration, or a
contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration, will notify the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) of closure activities for wells located on federal land per a
Sundry Notice, as in accordance with 19.15.17.13 Subsection J Paragraph (1) NMAC.
All notices will be sent in such a way that the surface owner received notice at least
24 hours prior to the beginning of closure activities.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration,
will remove all liquids, and/or sludge, if applicable, prior to closure. Material will be
disposed of at Envirotech’s Landfarm #2, Permit # NM-01-0011, TNT Environmental
Inc. Landfarm, Permit # NM-01-0008, Industrial Ecosystems Inc. (IEI) Landfarm,
Permit # NM-01-0010B or Basin Disposal, Permit # NM-01-0005, depending on the
consistence of the material removed, as in accordance with 19.15.17.13 Subsection E
Paragraph (1) NMAC .

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of EIm Ridge Exploration,
will remove all on-site equipment associated with this BGT that is no longer required
for some other purpose, as in accordance with 19.15.17.13 Subsection E Paragraphs
(3) NMAC.

If applicable, any liners or leak detection systems removed from a BGT closure will
be cleaned off and disposed of at San Juan County Regional Landfill in accordance
with Subparagraph (m) of Paragraph (1) of Subsection D 0f19.15.9.712 1{AC.

10) EIm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration,

will obtain prior approval from the OCD to dispose, recycle, reuse, or reclaim the
BGT. Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge
Exploration, will provide the OCD with documentation concerning the final
disposition of the BGT with the closure report.

11) Once the BGT is removed a five (5) - point composite sample will be co :cted from

directly below the tank or below the leak detection system if present. Grab samples
will be collected from any area that are wet, discolored, or showing other evidence of
a release. All samples being collected will be analyzed for benzene and total BTEX
via USEPA Method 8021B, TPH via USEPA Method 418.1, and chlorides via
USEPA 300.1, as in accordance with 19.15.17.13 Subsection E Paragraph (4)
NMAC.

12) Depending on soil sample results the area will be either backfille or the area will be

excavated.

a. If soil samples do not exceed the regulatory standards of 0.2 mg/kg b ne,
50 mgkg BTEX, 100 mgkg TPH, and 250 mg/kg or background
concentration of chlorides, as in accordance with 19.15 7.13 S )section E
Paragraph (4) NMAC.

i. Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge
Exploration, shall submit a Form C-141 with the laboratory results so
that the division may review the results to dei mine if additional
delineation is required in accordance with Paragraph (5) of Subsection
E 0f19.15.17.13 NMAC.

ii. Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of EIm Ridge
Exploration, will backfill the excavation or impacted area with non-
waste containing, earthen material, in accordance with 19.15.17.13
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Subsection E Paragraph (6) NMAC. A soil cover shall be installed for
all backfilled excavations consisting of the background thickness of
topsoil or one foot of suitable material to establish vegetation at the
site, whichever is greater in accordance with Subsections H of
19.15.17.13 NMAC. The operator shall construct the soil cover to the
site’s existing grade and prevent ponding of water and erosion of the
cover material.

iii. All areas of the well site that are no longer utilized on a day to day
basis for the production of oil and/or gas, Elm Ridge Exploration, or a
contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration, will
substantially restore, recontour, and re-veget : the areas, in
accordance with 19.15.17.13 Subsections G and I NMAC. The
operator shall notify the division when it has re-seed and when it has
achieved successful re-vegetation. For re-vegetation methods, please
see attached re-vegetation plan.

b. Ifsoil samples exceed the regulatory standards stated above.

i. Elm Ridge Exploration will submit a Release Notification by Form C-
141 with the appropriate analytical laboratory results to the appropriate
division district office, in accordance with 19.15.17.13 Subsection E
Paragraph (4) NMAC.

ii. In accordance with Paragraph (5) of Subsection E of 19.15.17.13
NMAC, once the operator or the OCD has deter ned that a release
has occurred, EIm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor actir on behalf
of Elm Ridge Exploration, will comply with rule 19.15.3.116 NMAC
and 19.15.1.19 NMAC as appropriate.

REPNPTING

Elm Ridge Exploration will submit a closure report within 60 days following the BGT closure.
The report will consist of a form C-144 with all supporting data and a form C-141 with all
supporting data. The supporting data will include proof of closure notice to the surface owner
and the OCD, confirmation sampling analytical results, a site diagram, soil backfil**~ 7 and cover
i allation, 1 ‘ege "~ on rates, re-seedi  techniques and site reclamation photo documentation
if applicable, along with all other information related to the onsite activities.

We appreci se of service. If you have any questions or require further
"7 Hn o contact our office at (505) 632-3476 Ext. 201,

1
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Elm Ridge Exploration

Re-Seeding Techniques and Seed Mixture Ratios

These applied practices by Elm Ridge Exploration will at a minimum comply with the New

Mexico QOil Conservation Divisions rule 19.15.17.13, Subsection | NMAC Elm Ridge Exploration has
adopted these re-seeding application techniques, ratios, and mixtures as their standard operating
procedures.

1.

The first growing season after closure of a below grade tank or pit, all areas of the well site not
utilized for the production of oil and/or gas on a daily basis will be re-seeded with the specified
seed mixture.

The seed mixture used will be certified with no primary or secondary noxious weeds in seed
mixtures. The seed labels from each bag shall be available for inspection while seed is being
sown.

The operator shall accomplish seeding by drilling on the contour whenever practical or by other
division-approved methods. The operator shall obtain vegetative cover that equals 70% of the
native perennial vegetative cover (un-impacted by overgrazing, fire or other trusion damaging
to native vegetation) consisting of at least three native plant species, including at least one grass,
but not including noxious weeds, and maintain that cover through two successive growing
seasons. During the two growing seasons that prove viability, there shall be no artificial
irrigation of the vegetation.

Hand seeding with hydro-mulch, excelsior netting, or mulch with netting is required on the
cut/fill slopes. Mulch will be spread at a rate of 2,000-3,000 pounds per acre.

Compacted areas determined by visual inspection will be ripped to a depth of 12 inches below
ground surface and disked to a depth of six (6) inches before seeding. Seeding shall be done with
a disk type drill with two (2) boxes for various seed sizes. The drill rows shall be eight (8) to ten
(10" hesa, § .shallbepl :datno thano  half(1/2)inch« _iort than one
(1) inch deep. The seeder shall be followed with a drag, packer, or roller to ensure uniform
coverage of the seed and adequate compaction. Drilling shall be done on the contour where
possible, but not up and down the slope.

Where slopes are too steep for contour drilling a hand seeder shall be used. Seed shall be covered
to the depth stated above by whatever means is practical. If the seed is unable to be covered by
the means listed above, the prescribed seed mixture amount will be doubled.

Elm Ridge Exploration shall repeat seeding or planting until it successfully achieves the required
vegetative cover of 70% of the native perennial vegetation cover.



8. Upon abandonment of a well site, if the retention of the access road is not considered necessary
for the management and multiple uses of the natural resources, or by the surface owner, it will be
ripped a minimum of 12 inches in depth. After ripping, water bars will be installed. All ripped
surfaces are to be protected from vehicular travel by construction of a dead end ditch and earthen
barricade at the entrance to these ripped areas. Re-seeding of areas affected by the ditch and
barriers will be re-seeded if necessary.

9. Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor acting on behalf of Elm Ridge Exploration, will inform
the division once successful re-vegetation has occurred.



Im Ridge Exploration
San Juan Basin
Below Grade Tank Maintenance and Operating Plan

In accordance with Rule 19.15.17 the following information describes the operation and

maintenance of a Below Grade Tank (BGT) on Elm Ridge Exploration locations. This particular
location does not meet the siting criteria to operate a BGT, and thus will be closing the BGT
within five (5) years, or upon failure of integrity, and replacing it with an above ground storage

tank.

o AL PLAN:

1.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, will operate
and maintain a BGT to contain liquids and solids to prevent contamination of fresh water
and to protect public health and environment. This will be accomplished by performing
monthly inspections of the BGT, any liners or leak detection if applicable, netting,
secondary containment, fencing, and maintaining adequate freeboard.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, shall not
allow a BGT to overflow or allow surface water run-on to enter the BGT. This will be
accomplished by a secondary containment consisting of a soil berm around the BGT that
will be monitored by monthly inspections. Overflowing will be prevented by
maintaining an adequate freeboard of eight (8) inches, maintained by monthly
inspections. This process will be performed on the current BGT located at this well site.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, shall
continuously remove any visible or measurable layer of oil from the fluid surface of a
BGT in an effort to prevent the accumulation of oil over time.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, shall inspect
the BGT at least once monthly and maintain a written record of each inspection for at
least five (5) years. The monthly inspection form to be used by Elm Ridge Exploration is
attached to this document.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, shall
maintain adequate freeboard to prevent overtopping of the BGT. The standard freeboard
to be maintained by Elm Ridge Exploration is eight (8) inches.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, shall
maintain an expanded metal covering on the BGT.



10.

Elm Ridge Exploration will not discharge into or store any hazardous wastes into the
BGT.

If Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration,
determines that a BGT has developed a leak below the liquid’s surface, then Elm Ridge
Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, will itify the
appropriate division office within 48 hours of discovering the leak. Elm Ridge
Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, shall remove all liquids
above the damage or leak line within 48 hours in accordance with Subsection A of
19.15.17.12 NMAC. The damaged tank will then be removed, and closure activities will
begin in accordance with the submitted closure plan.

Elm Ridge Exploration will close any BGT within 60 days of cessation of the BGTs
operation per Subsection A 0f19.15.17.13 NMAC.

Elm Ridge Exploration, or a contractor representing Elm Ridge Exploration, will close
the BGT within the NMOCD allotted five (5) years, within 60 days of cessation of
operation of the BGT or upon failure of integrity, and put into service an above ground
storage tank to meet the needs previously fulfilled by the BGT.

Figure A, Site Map

Attachment 1, Monthly BGT Inspection Form






Elm Ridge Exploration, LL.C

Monthly Below Grade Tank Inspection Form

Inspection Performed By: Date:
Well Site Name:
Unit: _ Section:___ Township: Range: County:
Quarter Footage:
Latitude: Longitude: o

Below G- "%

Construction Material of BGT (circle one): Steel Fiberglass Galvanized Other:_

Tank Capacity (BBLS):

Status of Tank (circle one): NA poor fair good excellent
Leaks Detected (circle one): Yes No Unknown

Liquid level in tank from the top:

Rece:  averflow detected (circle one): Yes No Unknown

BGT Cover present: Yes No NA
Cover Type (circle one): wire mesh steel mesh

Berm  esent (circle one): Yes No

Il

"ary Containment

Type of secondary containment:

fibrous netting other:

Status of secondary containment (circle one): NA poor fair good excellent
Fencing

Fencing Present (circle one): Yes No

Describe Fencing:

Status of Fencing (circle one): NA poor fair good excellent

*Maii in this document on record for a minimum of five (5) years from the date performed.



