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Mike Bratcher 
Environmental Specialist 
NM Oil Conservation District – Division 2 
811 S. First St. 
Artesia, NM  88210 
 
 
RE:   Linn Energy Turner B #99 – Closure Report 
        UL/L, Section 29, T17S, R31E 
         API No. 30-015-26621 
 NMOCD Case #:  2R-1054        
 
Mr. Bratcher, 
 
Linn Energy (Linn) has retained Diversified Field Service, Inc. (DFSI) to address 
environmental issues for the site detailed herein. 
 
The site is located south west of Maljamar, NM, in Eddy County. The spill resulted from 
an over pressured line, releasing a total of 5 barrels of produced water and 0.5 barrels 
of oil, with 2 barrels of produced water and 10 gallons of oil recovered.  The impacted 
area is on the side of the lease road adjacent to the pad.  An initial C-141 was submitted 
to the NMOCD on October 14, 2011, and approved on March 1, 2012 (Appendix I).  
 
Site Activities 
 
On May 4, 2016, DFSI personnel were on site to obtain samples within the leak area.  
Eight samples were obtained and field sampled for chloride levels, as well as BTEX 
(Figure 1).  The BTEX samples were performed using a Mini Rae Photoionization 
Detector (PID).  Field samples were submitted for analysis at Cardinal Laboratories of 
Hobbs, NM to obtain confirmation, resulting in low concentrations below NMOCD and 
BLM regulatory guidelines.  
 
On December 9, 2016, DFSI personnel were on site to excavate the release area 
around SP1 to a depth of 4’ bgs.  The excavation was backfilled with clean, imported 
soil to ground surface.  The backfilled area was contoured to the surrounding area and 
the entire release area was seeded with an approved BLM-NMOCD mix (Appendix II). 
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Conclusion 
 
DFSI has conducted a groundwater study of the area and has determined, according to 
the New Mexico Office of the State Engineer, there is no groundwater beneath this site.  
Therefore, no eminent danger of groundwater impact or threat to life is anticipated 
(Appendix III).  Based on the report and work completed, DFSI, on behalf of Linn, 
submits the final C-141 (Appendix IV) and respectfully requests the closure of this 
regulatory file. 
 
Please feel free to contact Mike Burton at 575-390-5454 or me with any questions 
concerning this closure request. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Laura Flores 
Report Writer | Diversified Field Service, Inc. 
206 West Snyder | Hobbs, NM  88240 
Office: (575)964-8394 | Fax: (575)964-8396 | Email: lflores@diversifiedfsi.com 
 
cc   Shelly Tucker 
 
 Figure 1 – Soil Delineation  
 Appendix I – Initial C-141 
 Appendix II – Site Photos 
 Appendix III – Groundwater Study 
 Appendix IV – Final C-141  
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Linn
Turner B #99

Unit Letter L, Section 29, T17S, R31E
Eddy County, NM

API #:  30-015-26621
NMOCD Case #:  2R-1054

/Mapped:     05/05/2016 CF
Drafted by:  L. Flores

 06/02/2016

Soil Delineation

Legend
# Sample Points

Above Ground Line

Buried Line

Power Pole

Oil and Produced Water (15,461 sq ft)

0 50 100 150 20025

Feet

Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X
SS 118 0 SS 57 0 SS 83 0.2
1' 1,400 1 1' 56 0.1 1' 111 1.5
2' 363 0.1 2' 56 0 2' 55 0.8
3' 648 0.1 3' 56 0 3' 54 0.5
4' 1,535 0 1700 ND ND ND ND ND ND 4' 57 0 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND 4' 56 0.8 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND
5' 549 0.2 560 ND ND ND ND ND ND

Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X
SS 60 0 SS 59 0 SS 60 0
1' 55 0 1' 58 0.1 1' 85 0
2' 85 0 2' 59 0.4 2' 91 0
3' 83 0.1 3' 55 0 3' 55 0
4' 59 0 ND ND ND ND ND ND ND 4' 113 0 58 ND ND ND ND ND ND 4' 143 0 110 ND ND ND ND ND ND

Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X Depth Cl- PID Lab Cl- GRO DRO B T E X
SS 57 17 SS 57 0
1' 81 0 1' 59 0
2' 138 0 2' 60 0
3' 421 0 3' 141 0
4' 144 0 130 ND ND ND ND ND ND 4' 84 0 32 ND ND ND ND ND ND

SP7 SP8

SP1 SP2 SP3

SP4 SP5 SP6
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Appendix I 
INITIAL C‐141 
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Appendix II 
SITE PHOTOS 



Turner B #099 
Photo Page

Site prior, facing west  6/19/2014 

Collecting sample by hand auger, facing 

east  5/4/2016 

Excavating site, facing west  12/11/2016 

Site prior, facing east  6/19/2014 

Collecting sample by hand auger, facing 

northwest  5/5/2016 

Backfilling excavation, facing 

northeast  12/11/2016 



Backfill completed, facing east  12/13/2016 

Seeding site, facing northwest  12/13/2016 

Seeding site, facing northwest  12/13/2016 

Disking site, facing east  12/13/2016 
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Appendix III 
GROUNDWATER STUDY 



New Mexico Office of the State Engineer
Water Column/Average Depth to Water

(quarters are smallest to largest)
(quarters are 1=NW 2=NE 3=SW 4=SE)

(In feet)(NAD83 UTM in meters)

(A CLW##### in the
POD suffix indicates the
POD has been replaced
& no longer serves a
water right file.)

(R=POD has
been replaced,

C=the file is
closed)

O=orphaned,

Y
Depth
Water

Q Depth
Well64 TwsCounty RngSec16

Sub- Q Water
Column4POD Number  X

Q
POD

Code basin
3 17S1 60331532 158RA 11590 POD1 ED 2 31E 3628545

2 17S1 60393232 60RA 11590 POD3 ED 3 31E 3629260

1 17S1 60330832 55RA 11590 POD4 ED 4 31E 3629253

 Average Depth to Water: --

--

Minimum Depth: --

Maximum Depth:

3Record Count:

PLSS Search:

31ETownship:Section(s): Range:19, 20, 21, 28,
29, 30, 31, 32,
33

17S

WATER COLUMN/ AVERAGE
DEPTH TO WATER

4/20/16 12:18 PM

The data is furnished by the NMOSE/ISC and is accepted by the recipient with the expressed understanding that the OSE/ISC make no warranties,
expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, usability, or suitability for any particular purpose of the data.
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Appendix IV 
FINAL C‐141 
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