
Souder, Miller & Associates 201 S. Halagueno St. Carlsbad, NM 88220 
(575) 689-7040

SMA #5E28395, BG6 July 22, 2019

NMOCD District 1 
1625 N. French Drive
Hobbs, New Mexico 88240 

RE: LINER INSPECTION REPORT
CHISO 14 STATE 8711 #3H TANK BATTERY (1RP-5460)

To Whom it May Concern:

Souder, Miller & Associates (SMA) is pleased to submit this letter report on behalf of BTA Oil 
Producers, LLC (BTA) summarizing the liner inspection that occurred due to the Chiso 14 State 8711
#3H Tank Battery release. The site is located in Section 14, T22S, R34E (N32.38474/W-103.43578)
Lea County, New Mexico, on State land.  

Site Characterization

On April 2, 2019, a hole in the produced water transfer line released 40 bbls of produced water inside 
the lined secondary containment of the tank battery. Initial response activities were conducted by the 
operator and included source elimination and site stabilization, which recovered approximately 40 bbls 
of produced water. The tanks and containment were then pressure washed and the residual oil 
recovered. 

Based upon New Mexico Office of the State Engineer (NMOSE) and United States Geological Survey 
(USGS) well data, depth to groundwater in the area is estimated to be 35 feet below grade surface 
(bgs).  There are 4 water sources within ½-mile of the location, according to the NMOSE and USGS 
online water well databases (Appendix C). The nearest significant watercourse is an unnamed
intermittent stream, located approximately 375 feet to the east.

Based on the information presented herein, the applicable NMOCD Closure Criteria for this site is for a
groundwater depth of feet bgs.

Liner Integrity

At the request of BTA, SMA conducted a liner integrity inspection per requirements
of 19.15.29.11.A(5)(a) NMAC. NMOCD was notified on July 8, 2019 that the liner inspection was to
occur After a thorough visual inspection of
the liner within the tank batter containment, the liner appeared to be intact and had the ability to
contain the leak in question. The tank from which the release occurred was identified, and SMA verified
that the release did not occur outside of the lined containment. A photo log and field notes of the
inspection is included in Appendix A.

SMA recommends no further action for this release. 

UGNTD-191126-C-1410



BTA Oil Producers, LLC 5E28395 BG6
Chiso 14 State 8711 #3H Tank Battery (1RP-5460)

Souder, Miller and Associates appreciates the opportunity to provide environmental services to you.  If 
you have any questions or comments concerning this report, please feel free to call Melodie R. Sanjari
at 574-370-9782.

Sincerely,
Souder, Miller & Associates

Melodie R. Sanjari Shawna Chubbuck
Project Scientist Senior Scientist

Appendices
Appendix A: Photo Log & Field Notes
Appendix B: C141
Appendix C: Water Well Data
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Appendix A
PHOTO LOG & FIELD NOTES
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APPENDIX B 
C141
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APPENDIX C 
WATER WELL DATA



New Mexico Office of the State Engineer



USGS Home
Contact USGS
Search USGS

USGS Water Resources Data Category: Geographic Area:

National Water Information System: Web Interface

Click to hideNews Bulletins 

• Introducing The Next Generation of USGS Water Data for the Nation
• Full News

Groundwater levels for the Nation

Search Results -- 1 sites found

site_no list = 
• 322231103262601

Minimum number of levels = 1
Save file of selected sites to local disk for future upload 

USGS 322231103262601 22S.34E.23.23131 

  Available data for this site   
Lea County, New Mexico
Hydrologic Unit Code 13070007
Latitude  32°22'47.6", Longitude 103°26'25.3" NAD83
Land-surface elevation 3,452 feet above NAVD88
The depth of the well is 60 feet below land surface.
This well is completed in the Alluvium, Bolson Deposits and Other Surface 
Deposits (110AVMB) local aquifer.

Output formats
Table of data 

Tab-separated data 

Graph of data 

Reselect period 



Breaks in the plot represent a gap of at least one year between field 
measurements.
Download a presentation-quality graph

Questions about sites/data?
Feedback on this web site
Automated retrievals
Help
Data Tips
Explanation of terms
Subscribe for system changes
News

Accessibility Plug-Ins FOIA Privacy Policies and Notices
U.S. Department of the Interior | U.S. Geological Survey
Title: Groundwater for USA: Water Levels 
URL: https://nwis.waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/gwlevels?

Page Contact Information: USGS Water Data Support Team
Page Last Modified: 2019-07-16 14:25:47 EDT
0.98   0.92 nadww01


