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PIT CLOSURE PLAN ONLY VARIANCE 
 

Variance: 
 

1. On 10/28/2019, an NMOCD inspector identified an old earthen pit located near the Hilcorp 
Energy well Johnston A 16, 30-039-24739. The well was drilled in 1990 prior to 2008 Pit Rule and 
was missed being permitted. 
 

2. Since siting criteria for the subject well was not provided, Hilcorp Energy Company understands 
that during removal of the pit, if contamination is discovered, Hilcorp will provide siting criteria. 
 

3. Hilcorp will notify Public Entity Surface Owners by e-mail in lieu of certified mail.  Private Entity 
Owners will still be notified via certified mail. 
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Hilcorp Energy Company 
San Juan Basin 
Pit Closure Plan 

  
 
In accordance with Rule 19.15.17.13 NMAC the following information describes the closure 
requirements of temporary pits on Hilcorp Energy Company locations.  This is HEC'S standard 
procedure for all temporary pits.  A separate plan will be submitted for any temporary pit which does not 
conform to this plan. 
 
All closure activities will include proper documentation and be available for review upon request and 
will be submitted to NMOCD within 60 days of closure of pit. Closure report will be filed on C-144 and 
incorporate the following: 
  

 Details on Capping and Covering, where applicable. 
 Plot Plan (Pit Diagram) 
 Inspection Reports 
 Sampling Results 
 Copy of Deed Notice will be filed with County Clerk for Fee Wells 

 
General Plan: 
 

1. All free standing liquids will be removed at the start of the pit closure process from the pit and 
disposed of in a division–approved facility or recycle, reuse or reclaim the liquids in a manner 
that the appropriate division district office approves.  The facilities to be used will be Basin 
Disposal (Permit #NM-01-005) and Envirotech Land Farm (Permit #NM-01-011) and JFJ 
Landfarm% IEI (Permit #NM-01-0010B). 

 
2. The preferred method of closure for all temporary pits will be in-place burial, assuming that all 

the criteria listed in 19.15.17.13.D are met.   
 

3. The surface owner shall be notified of HEC'S closing of the temporary pit within 72 hours, but 
not more than one week, prior to closure via certified mail, return receipt requested. 

 
4. Within 6 months of the Rig Off status occurring HEC will ensure that temporary pits are 

closed, re-contoured, and reseeded.  
 

5. Notice of Closure will be given prior to closure to the Aztec Division office within 72 hours, but 
not more than and one week, via email and verbally. The notification of closure will include 
the following: 

i. Operator’s name 
ii. Location by Unit Letter, Section, Township, and Range. Well name and API 

number.  
 

6. Pit contents will be mixed with non-waste containing, earthen material in order to achieve the 
solidification process. The solidification process will be accomplished using a combination of 
natural drying and mechanically mixing. Pit contents will be mixed with non-waste, earthen 
material to a consistency that is deemed a safe and stable.  The mixing ratio shall not exceed 
3 parts clean soil to 1 part pit contents and must pass the paint filter liquids test (EPA SW-
846, Method 9095) or other test methods approved by the division. 
 

7. HEC will collect, at a minimum, a five point composite sample of the temporary pit contents to 
demonstrate that, after the waste is solidified or stabilized with soil or other non-waste 
material at a ratio of no more than 3:1 soil or other non-waste material to waste, the 
concentration of any contaminant in the stabilized waste is not higher than the parameters 
listed in table II of 19.15.17.13 NMAC. 

 
8. HEC will fold the outer edges of the liner to overlap the waste material prior to the installation 

of a geomembrane cover. Install a geomembrane cover over the waste material in the lined 
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temporary pit and in a manner that prevents the collection of infiltration water in the lined 
temporary pit and on the geomembrane cover after the coil cover is in place; the 
geomembrane cover shall consist of a 20-mil string reinforced LLDPE liner or equivalent 
cover that the appropriate division district office approves; the geomembrane cover shall be 
composed of an impervious, synthetic material that is resistant to petroleum hydrocarbons, 
salts and acidic and alkaline solutions; cover compatibility shall comply with EPA SW -845 
Method 9090A 
 

9. Upon completion of solidification and testing standards being passed, the pit area will be 
backfilled with compacted, non-waste containing, earthen material. A minimum of four feet of 
non-waste containing, uncontaminated, earthen material with chloride concentrations less 
that 600 mg/kg as analyzed by EPA Method 300.0.  The soil cover shall include either the 
background thickness of topsoil or one foot of suitable material to establish vegetation at the 
site, whichever is greater.  [19.15.17.13 H.3] 
 

10. During the stabilization process if the liner is ripped by equipment the Aztec NMOCD office 
will be notified within 48 hours and the liner will be repaired if possible.  If the liner can not be 
repaired then all contents will be excavated and removed. Liner materials will be cleaned 
without soils or contaminated material for disposal as solid waste. Liner materials will meet 
the conditions of 19.15.35 NMAC. Disposal will be at a licensed disposal facility, presently 
San Juan County Landfill operated by Waste Management under NMED Permit SWM-
052426. 

 
11. Dig and Haul Material will be transported to the Envirotech Land Farm located 16 miles south 

of Bloomfield on Angel Peak Road, CR 7175. Permit # NM01001. 
 

12. Re-contouring of location will match fit, shape, line, form and texture of the surrounding. Re-
shaping will include drainage control, prevent ponding, and prevent erosion. Natural 
drainages will be unimpeded and water bars and/or silt traps will be place in areas where 
needed to prevent erosion on a large scale. Final re-contour shall have a uniform appearance 
with smooth surface, fitting the natural landscape. 

 
13. For those portions of the former temporary pit area no longer needed for production activities, 

HEC will seed the disturbed areas the first favorable growing season after the temporary pit is 
covered. Seeding will be accomplished via drilling on the contour whenever practical, or by 
other Division-approved methods.  HEC will notify the division when reclamation and re-
vegetation is complete. 
Reclamation of the temporary pit area will be considered complete when: 

 Vegetative cover reflects a life form ratio of +/- 50% of pre-disturbance levels. 
 Total percent plant cover of at least 70% of pre-disturbance levels (Excluding noxious 

weeds). 
OR 

 Pursuant to 19.15.17.13.H.D, HEC will comply with obligations imposed by other 
applicable federal or tribal agencies in which their re-vegetation and reclamation 
requirements provide equal or better protection of water, human health and the 
environment. 

 
14. The temporary pit will be located with a steel marker, no less than four inches in diameter, 

cemented in a hole three feet deep in the center of the onsite burial upon the abandonment of 
all the wells on the pad. The marker will be flush with the ground to allow access of the active 
well pad and for safety concerns.  The marker will include a threaded collar to be used for 
future abandonment.  The top of the marker will contain a welded steel 12” square plate that 
indicates the onsite burial of the temporary pit.   

 The plate will be easily removable and a four foot tall riser will be threaded into the 
top of the collar marker and welded around the base with the operator’s information 
at the time all wells on the pad are abandoned.  The operator’s information will 
include the following: Operator Name, Lease Name, Well Name and number, Unit 
Number, Section, Township, Range and an indicator that the marker is an onsite 
burial location.  
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