
BGT 1

& 

BGT 2









Environmental Specialist BGT 1, BGT 2
2/25/2021





















































 

 

 

 

BELOW GRADE TANK (BGT) OPERATING AND 

MAINTENANCE PLAN 

 

 

 

 

SUBMITTED TO: 

ENVIRONMENTAL BUREAU, 

NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

 

ON BEHALF OF: 

CHEVRON USA INC., CHEVRON MIDCONTINENT, L.P., AND FOUR STAR OIL & GAS 

COMPANY 

 

P.O. BOX 730 

AZTEC, NEW MEXICO 87410 

(505) 333-1901 

 

 



 

Chevron 

San Juan Basin 

Below Grade Tank Operating and Maintenance Plan 

INTRODUCTION 

In accordance with NMAC §§ 19.15.17.9(B)(4) and 19.15.17.12 Chevron (representing Chevron 

USA Inc, Chevron Midcontinent, L.P., and Four Star Oil & Gas Company) submits this 

Operating and Maintenance Plan (O&M  Plan) for below grade tanks (BGTs) in New Mexico.  

This O&M Plan contains standard conditions that attach to multiple BGTs. If needed for a 

particular BGT, a modified O&M Plan will be submitted to the New Mexico Oil Conservation 

Division (NMOCD or the division) for approval prior to implementation.  

 

GENERAL PLAN: 

1. Chevron, or a contractor representing Chevron, will operate and maintain a BGT to contain 

liquids and solids to prevent contamination of fresh water and to protect public health and 

environment.  NMAC § 19.15.17.12(A)(1). 

 

2. Chevron will not discharge into or store any hazardous waste in a BGT.  NMAC § 

19.15.17.12(A)(3). 

 

3. If a BGT develops a leak or is penetrated below the liquid surface, Chevron will remove 

liquid above the damage within 48 hours, notify the appropriate division district office 

within 48 hours of discovery and will promptly repair the BGT.  If a BGT develops a leak 

Chevron will remove liquid above the damage within 48 hours, notify the appropriate 

division district office within 48 hours of discovery and will promptly repair or replace the 

BGT. If replacement is required, the BGT will meet all specification included in the attached 

approved design drawing and comply with 19.15.17.11(I)(1-4).  

 

4. If Chevron as an operator of a below-grade tank that was constructed and installed prior to 

June 16, 2008 that does not meet the requirements of Paragraphs (1) through (4) of 

Subsection I of 19.15.17.11 NMAC and discovers that the below-grade tank does not 

demonstrate integrity or that the below-grade tank develops any of the conditions identified 

in Paragraph (5) of Subsection A of 19.15.17.12 NMAC, then Chevron or their representative 

shall close the existing below-grade tank pursuant to the closure requirements of 19.15.17.13 

NMAC and install a below-grade tank that complies with the requirements of Paragraphs 



(1) through (4) of Subsection I of 19.15.17.11 NMAC.  NMAC § 19.15.17.12(D)(5).  If 

replacement is required, the BGT will meet all specification included in the attached 

approved design drawing.  

 

 

5. If  Chevron as the operator of the below-grade tank that was constructed and installed prior 

to June 16, 2008 that does not comply with Paragraphs (1) through (4) of Subsection I of 

19.15.17.11 NMAC and equips or retrofits the existing tank to comply with Paragraphs (1) 

through (4) of Subsection I of 19.15.17.11 NMAC, then Chevron or their representative shall 

visually inspect the area beneath the below-grade tank during the retrofit and document 

any areas that are wet, discolored or showing other evidence of a release on form C-141. 

Chevron shall demonstrate to the division whether the evidence of contamination indicates 

that an imminent threat to fresh water, public health, safety or the environment exists. If the 

division determines that the contamination does not pose an imminent threat to fresh water, 

public health, safety or the environment, the operator shall complete the retrofit or the 

replacement of the below-grade tank. If Chevron or division determines that the 

contamination poses an imminent threat to fresh water, public health, safety or the 

environment, then Chevron shall close the existing below-grade tank pursuant to the 

closure requirements of 19.15.17.13 NMAC prior to initiating the retrofit or replacement.   

NMAC § 19.15.17.12(D)(6). If replacement is required, the BGT will meet all specification 

included in the attached approved design drawing. 

 

6. Chevron, or a contractor representing Chevron, will use berms and/or diversion ditches to 

prevent surface run-on from entering the BGT by diverting surface water run-on away from 

the bermed area.   NMAC §§ 19.15.17.12(A)(7) and 19.15.17.12(D)(1).   

 

7. Chevron, or a contractor representing Chevron, will not allow a BGT to overflow and will 

maintain adequate freeboard on existing BGTs by routine inspections utilizing pumper 

trucks whose routes are timed based on known production rates.  Fluid is pumped out on 

this schedule. For newly constructed BGTs Chevron, or a contractor representing Chevron, 

will maintain adequate freeboard by installing level control devices that automatically shut 

off inflow to alleviate potential overtopping.  NMAC § 19.15.17.12(D)(1) and 

19.15.17.12(D)(4).   

 

8. Chevron, or a contractor representing Chevron, will remove a visible or measurable layer of 

oil from the fluid surface of a BGT.  NMAC § 19.15.17.12(D)(2).  

 

9. Chevron, or a contractor representing Chevron, will inspect the BGT to assess 

compliance with NMAC § 19.15.17.12, Operational Requirements, at least once monthly 

and maintain a written record of each inspection for at least five (5) years. The approved 

inspection form is attached.  


