TONEY ANAYA
GOVERNOR

STATE OF NEW MEXICO

ENERGY avo MINERALS DEPARTMENT

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION
February 21, 1983

POST OFFICE BOX 2088
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501
(505) 827-5800

Northwest Pipeline Corporation
P. O. Box 90
Farmington, New Mexico 87499

Attention: Paul C. Thompson

Administrative Order NSL-1662
Gentlemen:
Reference is made to your application for a non-standard
location for your San Juan 31-6 Unit well No. 44 to be
located 2425 feet from the North line and 1020 feet from the
East line of Section 29, Township 31 North, Range 6 West,
Basin-Dakota Pool, Rio Arriba, County, New Mexico.

By authority granted me under the provisions of Rule 3 of
Order No. R-1670, the above-described unorthodox location is

hereby approved.
//gfncerely,
- ;7/

7 ’
7/ /JOE D.” RAMEY,
/.  Director

[

JDR/RLS/dr

cc: Oil Conservation Division - Aztec
O0il & Gas Engineering Committee - Hobbs
Minerals Management Service - Albuquerque



NORTHWEST PIPELINE CORPORATION

PRODUCTION & DRILLING
P.O. BOX 90
FARMINGTON , NEW MEXICO &XRX 87499

5112.00-04-83

January 13, 1983

Mr. R.L. Stamets

NMOCD

P.0. Box 2088

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

Re: Application for Non-Standard Location
San Juan 31-6 Unit #44
2425 FNL & 1020 FEL
Sec 29, T31IN, Re6W

Dear Mr. Stamets:

Northwest Pipeline Corporation requests permission to drill the above
captioned well in a Non-Standard Location due to archaeological and topo-
graphical reasons. This Tocation was moved to its present location to avoid
an archaeological discovery and still stay on top of the ridge which
overlooks Navajo Reservoir.

Blackwood & Nichols is the only offset operator and they have been
advised of this wells Non-Standard Location by certified mail. A copy
of the letter along with a copy of the receipt for certified mail is
enclosed.

Sincerely,

Bl & oo

Paul C. Thompson
Drilling Engineer

PCT:djb
enclosure
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CERTIFICATION

| hereby certify thot the information con-
tained herein is true ond complete to the

best of my knowledge and belief.

Lty 7O

Name

Paul C. Thompson

Position

Drilling Engineer

Company

Northwest Pipeline Corp

Date

November 30, 19382

| hereby certify thot the well locotion
shown on this plot was plotted from-field
notes of octuol surveys mode by me or
under my supervision, and thot the sdme
true ond correct to the best of my

knowledge and belief.

Is

Date Surveyed - .
r - .
S

11_92_"82 Sl Yy

heqlstu.ed Pro!essxoncl Erqinr—er

and ,. and Surveyor

\
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PROFOSED WELL: Northwest Pipeline Corporation - San Juan 31-6 s

LAND STATUS:

FGAL:

¥Fa

Well -

Access

*Note-

Public, administered by the Bureau of Land Management,
mington Rescurce Area office.

S, SE%, NEY of Section 29, Township 31 North, Range

6 West, NPM, in Rio Arriba County, New Mexico., The
center stake was relocated in the field in order to
further the distance from the northern well pad
bourdary to an archaeclogical site (Site JAS-53, re-
ported on in JAS report #CR-82-71). The approximate
feotage to the relocated center stake is: 2370 feet
frem the north line and 1080 feet frcm the east lire of
Secticn 29. The center stake was moved approximately
150 feet scuthwest of its previocus location and was well
flagged in the field.

—- A new access route will not be required as the scuth-

eastern edge of the proposed pad will overlap -an existing
road.

The first archaeological inspection of San Juan 31-6

#44 was conducted on 10-27-82 and is reported in JAS

report #CR-82-71. At this inspecticn an archaeological
site, JAS-533, was located in conjunction with the pro-
posed pad, and a request was made by the archaeologisti

to move the location further to the south and west. The
reinspection of this location on 11-19-82 concluded

that the relocated pad was not yet far enough from the

site to adequately reduce the possibility of potential
impact. The northern boundary of the pad was approximately
20 feet from the southern edge of the concentrated

artifact scatter of JAS-53, and thus carried the poss—
ibility of being disturbed by grading and pushpile
activities. The 11-19-82 inspection requested that the
center stake be relocated approximately 150 feet further
south, resulting in the northemn pad boundary being a

safe distance from the sites southern artifact concentration.
Additionally, it was requested, and agreed upon the field
representatives, that the construction profile for the well
pad be turned arcund so that the long retangular porticn
of the pad is construction to the east/west and the re—
serve pit be placed in the northwest corner of the pad.
(See Figure 7). A new stake was flagged in the field,

ard an archaeological inspection was conducted for the new
area.

UM CCORDINATES: 213 2.78,91CxE: 40,83,290mN

MAP REFERENCE: USGS Gomez Ranch, New Mexico Quadrangle, 7.5 minute

series, 1954. Pheterevised in 1971. (Sece Figure 5).



AREA OF DISTURRAKRCE: 30C' x 265', 1.82 acres

AREA OF SURVEY: 400" x 400', 3.67 acres

VARIATION FROM PLATS: The center stake shown in Figure 6 has been

moved  approximately 150 feet to the southwest, and
the north arrow in Figure 7 has been changed to in-
dicate -the requested profile for San Juan 31-6 #44.

TOPOGRAPHY/ The proposed lccation is a flat open area at 6500

SOILS

feet amsl. The soils in this area belong to the
ravessilla-Reckland asscciation and are subgrouped

as Lithic Ustic Torriorthents. These soils are finely
textured, sandy lcams formed by the deccmposing sand-
stones and shales of the surface formation. Much of
this area has been previously worked and reseeded.

WATER SCURCES: Navajo Reservoir, a ccnstant, modern, water source is

located 3/4 of a mile northeast of the locatien.

VEGETATION:  The location will be constructed within a sagebrush

(Artemisia tridentata) dominated area, fringed on the
sides by sparce to moderate stards of pinon (Pinus
eculis) and juniper (Juniperus monosperma). Additional
surface cover includes: blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis),
galleta (Hilaria jamesii), alkali sacaton (Sporobolus
airoides), rabbit brush (Chrysothamnus nauseosus), snake-
weed (Gutierrezia sarothrae), sidecats grama (Bouteloua
curtipendula), and western wheatgrass (Agropyron smithi).

CULTURAL RESOURCES:

This report: The revised location of San Juan 31-6 #44 places
the proposed pad well out of way of Site JAS-53, (plus
150 feet tec southern artifact concentrations.). However,
the area swrrounding the occupation loci is covered by a
sparce scattering of artifacts. This may be caused
by many possibilities, the prehistoric occupation, sheet-
washing, and the chaining/resceding activities among
them. The surface to be interrupted by the pad construction
is a relatively flat, predominately grassy area, which
appears to have been mechanically smoothed and cleared of
its natural vegetation. Within this area (the 400' x 400’
inspection) several artifacts were located, but were not
assigned isolated find numbers due to their association
with site JAS-53. These artifacts include: approximately
20 greyware jar sherds approximately 75 feet southwest
of the new center stake, a one hand, biface, quartizite
mano with short axis lirear wear, -measuring 1lcm x 9cm
x 4cm, located approximately 100 feet southwest of the
center stake, a sparce scattering of fire cracked rock in
the road berm approximately 200 to 300 feet northeast
of the new stake, as well as an extremely sparce scattering
of greyware sherds and chalcedony and obsidian lithics
throughout the area. '

10



Cn Record: TA 16334, 1A 16335 and LA 26272 are locatred

RECOMJENDATION:

approximately 1% miles to the south/southwest of the
proposed locaticn, in addition to JAS-53 immediately
north.

It is recommended that the proposed locaticn of San

Juan 31-8 44 be placed approximately 2370 feet from

the north line and 1080 feet frcm the east line of
Section 29, and be turned around so that its shor

axis is running north/south and its reserve pit is
lccated in the northwest corner of the pad, thus
avoiding archaeological site JAS-53 by more than 2C0
feet. With the majority of the site thus avoided,

the remaining superficial scattering of artifacts in
the immediate area appear to have a limited potential
significance, that has been satisfied by the locaticnal
and descriptive data here-in and in report #CR32-71.
This; the fact that these scattered artifacts appear in
an area that has already been mechanically disturbed;
and the fact that there is little if any more satisfactory
space left in the area to locate the well in, leads

us to reccmrend that the preposed well pad construction
be considered in compliance with EO 11593 and the
Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Clearance is re- -
commended with the above relocation stipulations.

11
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