
 

 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF  
MEWBOURNE OIL COMPANY FOR  
COMPULSORY POOLING 
IN CASE NOS. 21496 & 21960,  
EDDY COUNTY, NEW MEXICO.      CASE NO. ________  
 
APPLICATION TO RESCIND DIVISION ORDER NOS. R-21537 & R-21537-A OR FOR 

DE NOVO HEARING BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION  
ON CASE NOS. 21496 AND 21960 

 
 Griffin Energy Law, PLLC (“Griffin”) respectfully applies for an order revoking the 

pooling authority granted under Division Order Nos. R-21537 and R-21537-A, or for a de novo 

hearing before the Oil Conservation Commission (“Commission”) on Division Case Nos. 21496 

and 21960. In conjunction with this Application, Griffin also moves the Oil Conservation Division 

(“Division”) to stay the effectiveness of Order Nos. R-21537 and R-21537-A, pending the 

Division’s final ruling on this application. In support, Griffin states as follows:  

1. In Case Nos. 21496 and 21960, Mewbourne filed its Application for Compulsory 

Pooling, seeking Division approval of its pooling application, and a subsequent application to pool 

additional interest owners under the terms of Division Order No. R-21537, in the Wolfcamp 

formation underlying a horizontal spacing unit comprised of the N/2 of Section 28 and the N/2 of 

Section 29, Township 22 South, Range 27 East, NMPM, Eddy County, New Mexico. Mewbourne 

initially dedicated the pooled spacing unit to: (1) the City Slickers 28/29 W0HE Fee #1H Well; 

and (2) the City Slickers 28/29 W0AD Fee #1H Well.  

2. Applicant requests the Division take agency notice of the application, exhibits, and 

other pleadings and materials filed into the Division records in Case Nos. 21496 and 21960. 



 

 

3. Mewbourne filed its application in Case No. 21960, heard by the Division on June 

17, 2021, seeking to re-open Case No. 21496 and Order No. R-21537, to pool additional 

uncommitted mineral interest owners that it failed to pool in the original case. In both proceedings, 

Mewbourne made no attempt to reach a voluntary agreement with the additional unleased mineral 

interest owners identified below, who sold their interests to Griffin, the applicant in this case.  

4. Mewbourne’s failure to provide notice to an unleased mineral interest in the unit is 

grounds for rescission of the pooled unit. The New Mexico Oil and Gas Act, NMSA 1978, § 70-

2-1, et seq. (“Oil and Gas Act”) provides special treatment for unleased mineral interests in a 

pooled unit: “If the interest of any owner or owners of any unleased mineral interest is pooled by 

virtue of this act, seven-eighths of such interest shall be considered as a working interest and one-

eighth shall be considered a royalty interest, and he shall in all events be paid one-eighth of all 

production from the unit and creditable to his interest.” NMSA 1978, § 70-2-17.  

5. As described in detail in the quiet title action and default judgment order, filed in 

Eddy County in Fifth Judicial District Case No. D-503-CV-2023-00311, attached as Exhibit A, 

Griffin is the owner of an undivided 11/60 of 8/8ths of the oil, gas, and other mineral interests in 

Eddy County, New Mexico (“Unleased Interest”), that is unleased and contains the horizontal 

spacing unit pooled in Order Nos. R-21537 and R-21537-A: 

Township 22 South, Range 27 East, N.M.P.M.  
 

SECTION 29: S/2 NW/4 
 

6. In Case No. 21960, Mewbourne appears to have reopened the original case to 

provide notice to one of Griffin’s predecessors, Charles Vernon Eskridge, II, who died on or about 

December 13, 1994. See Exhibits 2 and 5, included with the Application of Mewbourne Oil 



 

 

Company for Compulsory Pooling, Eddy County, New Mexico, and accompanying exhibits, 

attached as Exhibit B.   

7. Mewbourne made no attempt to locate Mr. Eskridge’s heirs, devisees, or 

descendants, nor the other owners of the unleased mineral interests pooled into the subject unit. 

Furthermore, Mewbourne failed to send a well proposal letter, AFE, or otherwise propose a lease 

or JOA, to Griffin’s predecessor, prior to the pooling hearings, or allow them an opportunity to 

participate, as required by the New Mexico Oil and Gas Act, and Oil Conservation Division 

regulations. See generally NMSA 1978, § 70-2-17, 19.15.4.12 NMAC.  

8. As such, Order Nos. R-21537 and R-21537-A are void because Mewbourne failed 

to provide notice of the hearings or make a necessary showing, and misrepresented to the Division 

during the hearings, that a good faith attempt was made to obtain a voluntary agreement with the 

pooled parties. Without such a finding that Mewbourne acted in good faith to obtain voluntary 

agreement with the pooled parties, the resulting pooling orders in Case Nos. 21496 and 21960 are 

void and should be rescinded. See Continental Oil Co. v. N.M. Oil Cons. Comm’n, 70 N.M. 310, 

321, 373 P. 2d 809 (1962) (noting that the Commission is a creature of statute, and finding order 

invalid and void that lacked “basic jurisdictional findings, supported by evidence, . . . to show that 

the commission has heeded the mandate and standards set out by statute.”). 

9. The New Mexico District Court in Eddy County, New Mexico, determined in a 

quiet title action, attached as Exhibit A, that Griffin is the owner of an unleased mineral interest in 

the unit as to the S/2 NW/4 of Section 29, included in the pooled unit under Pooling Order No. R-

21537. The OCD lacks jurisdiction over contractual and title disputes, and New Mexico law has 

repeatedly recognized that “[e]xclusive jurisdiction of such matters reside in the courts of the State 

of New Mexico.” In re TMBR/Sharp, Order No. R-11700.  As such, the OCD must defer to the 



 

 

Court’s default judgment, which is attached as Exhibit A. The OCD’s duty lies in the protection 

of correlative rights and necessitates that the Division vacate or declare void the pooling of 

Griffin’s interests in Order Nos. R-21537 and R-21537-A.  

10. Prior to considering Mewbourne’s application for pooling, Mewbourne was 

required to provide notice to Griffin’s predecessors of the pending pooling application. 

Mewbourne’s failed to provide notice to Griffin’s predecessors, and consequently Griffin, of the 

opportunity to protest Mewbourne’s application.  

11. Unfortunately, the issues addressed herein typify Mewbourne’s “cookie cutter” 

approach to pooling applications that consistently deprive unleased mineral interest owners of their 

property rights and right to due process. Specifically, the March 29, 2021 well proposal letter 

attached to Exhibit B is directed to Charles V. Eskridge—who died in 1994—rather than to his 

estate. Nevertheless, the summary of communications attached as Exhibit C to Exhibit B states:  

“4/03/2021: Certified mail packet received by Charles.” 

12. Looking to the attached return receipt reveals it was not signed by Charles V. 

Eskridge.  

 

Rather, “C-19” and “CVE” reveal that return receipt was marked by the postal worker under the 

certified mail signature confirmation process implemented during the Covid-19 pandemic where 

postal workers would not allow recipients to sign their name to maintain social distancing. Charles 

V. Eskridge could not sign the return receipt because he was dead, and the notation on the return 



 

 

receipt clearly shows Charles V. Eskridge did not sign the return receipt. Mewbourne’s statement 

that “Certified mail packed received by Charles” is false.  

13. Thereafter, Mewbourne’s summary of communications states that on April 9, 2021, 

it performed a “detailed search on the internet and no working phone number or email address 

found.” Nevertheless, a detailed search was unnecessary as simply typing “Charles V. Eskridge” 

into google reveals that he died in 1994: 

 

14. Had Mewbourne performed their duty with good faith and updated their title work, 

performed a simple google search, or looked at the return receipt they would have recognized: (1) 

Charles V. Eskridge was dead, (2) Charles V. Eskridge did not sign the return receipt, and (3) that 

notifying Charles V. Eskridge—rather than his estate—was wholly inadequate. Instead, 

Mewbourne relied on its notice of publication as a fall back—again giving notice to Charles V. 

Eskridge rather than his estate. See Exhibit B. This is wholly inadequate.  

15. The Division erred in approving the pooling orders without first affording the 

mineral interest owners an opportunity to protest the application for pooling; as such, the 



 

 

Division’s approval of Mewbourne’s pooling order violated due process rights and the Division’s 

pooling rules.  

16. As such, Griffin is entitled to, at least, its proportionate share, as described in 

Section 70-2-17 of the Oil and Gas Act. See § 70-2-17 (“seven-eighths of such interest shall be 

considered as a working interest and one-eighth shall be considered a royalty interest, and he shall 

in all events be paid one-eighth of all production from the unit and creditable to his interest”).  

17. In the alternative, Griffin requests this case be set for a de novo hearing before the 

Oil Conservation Commission because the Commission has jurisdiction and authority to award the 

requested relief to Griffin, pursuant to NMSA 1978,  Section 70-2-13 and OCD Rule 19.15.4.23 

NMAC. As provided in the Oil and Gas Act, the Commission has concurrent jurisdiction with the 

Division, NMSA 1978, § 70-2- 6(B); NMSA 1978, § 70-2-11(B). However, the Oil and Gas Act 

in Section 70-2-13 discusses the authority of the Commission for a de novo hearing only for 

proceedings brought by a party of record. Rule 19.15.4.10 limits de novo proceedings before the 

Commission to only those defined as a “party of record” in the underlying proceedings before the 

Division. Order No. R14097-A discusses who is a party of record for purposes of a de novo 

proceeding and that parties of record are limited to parties who actually entered in the case below. 

Neither Griffin, nor its predecessors in interest, entered an appearance in Case Nos. 21496 and 

21960, and were not a “party of record” to the proceedings before the Division, because 

Mewbourne failed to properly alert them to the pooling application or the subsequent application 

to pool the additional interests. 

18. Counsel has conferred with Mewbourne, but cannot come to an agreement with 

Mewbourne regarding this matter, and thus necessitates the filing of this application before the 

Division.  



 

 

WHEREFORE, Griffin requests that the Division set this matter for special hearing before 

an Examiner of the Oil Conservation Division, and, after notice and hearing, enter an order 

revoking Mewbourne’s pooling authority approved under order Nos. R-21537 and R-21537-A, or, 

in the alternative, modifying the pooling order to require Mewbourne to recognize Griffin’s 

unleased mineral interest as a working interest in the pooled unit, and that the Division grant such 

further relief as the Division deems appropriate.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

       Jackson Walker, LLP 

       By:                                 
        Reagan M. Marble 

NM Bar No. 161230 
        1900 Broadway, Suite 1200 
        San Antonio, Texas 78215 
        210-978-7700 
        rmarble@jw.com  

          
Attorneys for Griffin Energy Law, PLLC 

 

 
  



 

 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE  

I hereby certify that on September 1, 2023, a true and correct copy of the foregoing pleading was 
served upon counsel by email who agreed to accept service of same:   
 

Michael H. Feldewert 
Holland & Hart LLP 
110 N Guadalupe St.  
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
mfeldewert@hollandhart.com  
 
Attorney for Mewbourne Oil Company 
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO

COUNTY OF EDDY

FIFTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

GRIFFIN ENERGY LAW, PLLC §
§

Plaintiff, §
§

V. §

§
THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE §
FOLLOWING DECEASED PERSONS: §
CHARLES VERNON ESKRIDGE II, §
HINDA BARRY ESKRIDGE a.k.a. §
HINDA ANNAPOLIS BARRY ESKRIDGE, §
EDWARD W. ESKRIDGE, MATTIE §
ESKRIDGE, CLARA ESKRIDGE, §
MIRIAM ESKRIDGE HUNT, BUCKNER §
BRUMLEY BARRY, GLENNIE BARRY, §
ADELE T. MARCUS, KATHERINE §
MARCUS a.k.a. KATHERINE MARCUS §
BURKHALTER, LAWRENCE BARRY §
MARCUS, MARY GLEN MARCUS a.k.a. §
MARY GLEN SNYDER HANNIFIN, §
PATRICK J. HANNIFIN, MARY §
BRADLEY HANNIFIN, BUCKNER §
BRUMLEY BARRY, JR., BRENDA §
ANNICE BARRY, and TERRI LYNN §
HARGROVE; §

§
and §

§
ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN §
PERSONS WHO MAY CLAIM A LIEN, §
INTEREST, OR TITLE IN THE §
PREMISES ADVERSE TO THE §
PLAINTIFF; §

§
Defendants. §

§

FILED
5th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

Eddy County
3/31/2023 3:27 PM

MARTHA HUEREQUE
CLERK OF THE COURT

Martha Huereque

D-503-CV-2023-00311

Case assigned to Riley, Lisa B.



VERIFIED COMPLAINT TO QUIET TITLE

COMES NOW Plaintiff Griffin Energy Law, PLLC, by and through its attorneys, Hinkle Shanor

LLP (Jared A. Hembree and Melinda A. Branin) and for its Complaint to Quiet Title against Defendants

states as follows;

STATEMENT OF THE CASE

1. This is an action under NMSA 1978 §42-6-1, et seq., to quiet title to Plaintiff's

undivided interests in the oil, gas, and other minerals in and under lands located in Eddy County,

New Mexico.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

2. The lands involved herein are situated wholly within Eddy County, New Mexico,

being more particularly described as follows:

Township 22 South. Ranee 27 East. N.M.P.M

Section 19: E'/2SE'/4

Section 29: S'/2NW'/4

Section 30: E'/2NE'/4

Containing 240 acres, more or less.

Hereinafter referred to as the "Subject Property."

3. Section 19 of the Subject Property is located approximately 1.44 miles West of Highway

285 and 0.75 miles South of Highway 180, Section 29 is located approximately 1.72 miles West of Highway

285 and 1.65 miles South of Highway 180, and Section 30 is located approximately 2 miles West of

Highway 285 and 0.85 miles South of Highway 180.

4. Plaintiff owns an undivided 11/60 of 8/8ths mineral interest in all the oil, gas, and other

minerals in and under the Subject Property.

5. All Defendants that are nonresidents of the State of New Mexico are subject to in rem

jurisdiction of this Court based upon their claim to ownership of interests in the Subject Property. All



Defendants that are residents of the State of New Mexico are subject to the personal Jurisdiction of this

Court and the in rein Jurisdiction of this Court based upon their claim to ownership of interests in the

property at issue.

6. Jurisdiction and venue are proper in this Court.

THE PARTIES

7. Plaintiff Griffin Energy Law, FLLC is a Texas professional limited liability company

organized under the laws of the State of Texas with its principal place of business in Midland, Texas.

8. Plaintiff has made a diligent search and inquiry to ascertain the names, whereabouts, and

places of residence of any unknown heirs of the following deceased persons: CHARLES VERNON

ESKRIDGE II, HINDA BARRY ESKRIDGE a.k.a. HFNDA ANNAPOLIS BARRY ESKRIDGE,

EDWARD W. ESKRIDGE, MATTIE ESKRIDGE, CLARA ESKRIDGE, MIRIAM ESKRIDGE HUNT,

BUCKNER BRUMLEY BARRY, GLENNIE BARRY, ADELE T. MARCUS, KATHERINE MARCUS

a.k.a. KATHERINE MARCUS BURKHALTER, LAWRENCE BARRY MARCUS, MARY GLEN

MARCUS a.k.a. MARY GLEN SNYDER HANNIFIN, PATRICK J. HANNIFIN, MARY BRADLEY

HANNIFIN, BUCKNER BRUMLEY BARRY, JR., BRENDA ANNICE BARRY, and TERRI LYNN

HARGROVE. Plaintiff has not discovered any of this information. The unknown heirs of such deceased

persons are made defendants under the name and style of "THE UNKNOWN HEIRS OF THE

FOLLOWING DECEASED PERSONS: CHARLES VERNON ESKRIDGE II, HINDA BARRY

ESKRIDGE a.k.a. HINDA ANNAPOLIS BARRY ESKRIDGE, EDWARD W. ESKRIDGE, MATTIE

ESKRIDGE, CLARA ESKRIDGE, MIRIAM ESKRIDGE HUNT, BUCKNER BRUMLEY BARRY,

GLENNIE BARRY, ADELE T. MARCUS, KATHERINE MARCUS a.k.a. KATHERINE MARCUS

BURKHALTER, LAWRENCE BARRY MARCUS, MARY GLEN MARCUS a.k.a. MARY GLEN

SNYDER HANNIFIN, PATRICK J. HANNIFIN, MARY BRADLEY HANNIFIN, BUCKNER

BRUMLEY BARRY, JR., BRENDA ANNICE BARRY, and TERRI LYNN HARGROVE." By Rule 1-



004(J) and (K) NMRA, upon Order of the Court, Plaintiff shall give notice by publication to the unknown

heirs of such deceased persons who may claim a lien, interest, or title adverse to Plaintiff.

9. Plaintiff, upon credible information and belief, alleges that other unknown persons may

exist who claim a lien, interest, or title adverse to Plaintiffs undivided interests in the Subject Property.

Plaintiff has made a diligent search and inquiry to ascertain the names, whereabouts, and residences of these

unknown persons. Plaintiff has been unable to obtain such information. All unknown persons are made

defendants under the name and style of: "ANY AND ALL UNKNOWN PERSONS WHO MAY CLAIM

A LIEN, INTEREST, OR TITLE IN THE PREMISES ADVERSE TO THE PLAINTIFF." By Rule I-

004(J) and (K) NMRA, upon Order of the Court, Plaintiff shall be given notice by publication to the

unknown persons who may claim a lien, interest, or title adverse to Plaintiff.

CHAIN OF PLAINTIFF'S TITLE

10. Plaintiff owns an undivided 11/60 of 8/8ths mineral interest in the Subject Property.

11. By Patent dated June I, 1990, recorded as Patent No. 133150, William H. Taft, the

President of the United States of America, patented the NW/4 of Section 29, Township 22 South, Range 27

East, Eddy County, New Mexico, to Hinda Barry Eskridge, the mother of Charles Vemon Eskridge, II.

12. By Patent dated September 25, 1911, recorded as Patent No. 226638, William H. Taft, the

President of the United States of America, patented the E/2SE/4 of Section 19 and E/2NE/4 of Section 30,

all in Township 22 South, Range 27 East, Eddy County, New Mexico to Edward W. Eskridge, the father of

Charles Vemon Eskridge, II.

13. Edward W. Eskridge died on or about October 28, 1930, in Los Angeles, California,

survived by his wife, Hinda Barry Eskridge, and his son, Charles Vemon Eskridge, II, as his only heirs at

law. Upon information and belief, Edward W. Eskridge died intestate, and no New Mexico administration

of his estate has been located. Edward W. Eskridge's interest in the Subject Property passed under the New

Mexico laws of intestacy in place at the time of his death, resulting in his wife, Hinda Barry Eskridge,



receiving an undivided 5/8 interest and his son, Charles Vernon Eskridge, 11, receiving an undivided 3/8

interest in the E'^SE'^ of Section 19 and E'/2NE'/4 of Section 30 of the Subject Property.

14. Hinda Barry Eskridge conveyed her interest in the Subject Property to her son, Charles

Vernon Eskridge, 11. See Quilclaim Deed dated May 31. 1947, recorded in Eddy County Deeds Book 96.

page 246.

15. Charles Vernon Eskridge, II conveyed to Laurence L. Hord the E'/zSE'^ of Section 19 and

the E'/2NE'/4 of Section 30 of the Subject Property, reserving to himself an undivided 40% of all oil, gas,

and other minerals lying in and under said lands. See Warranty Deed dated September 26, 1947, recorded

in Eddy County Deeds Book 98. page 147.

16. Charles Vernon Eskridge, 11 conveyed to Frank Gentry all the SViNW'/i of Section 29 of

the Subject Property, reserving to himself and undivided 40% of all oil, gas, and other minerals lying in and

under said lands. See Warranty Deed dated October 24. 1947, recorded in Eddy County Deeds Book 98.

page 250.

17. Charles Vernon Eskridge, II conveyed to Donald E. Blackmar, an undivided 20% interest

in the oil, gas, and other minerals in the Subject Property. See Mineral Deed dated September 14. 1970,

recorded in Eddy County Deed Book 206. page 820.

18. As a result of the conveyances described in paragraphs 14-17 above, Charles Vernon

Eskridge, II owned an undivided 1/5 of 8/8ths mineral interest in the Subject Property (being a 20%

interest).

19. An Affidavit of Marital Status from Mrs. Marguerite S. Davis Wells, as affiant, reflects

that Charles Vernon Eskridge, II was married to Margaret Bentley on June 10, 1942, and their marriage

ended in divorce on January 15, 1947, with no children born of the marriage. See Affida\>it of Marital Status

dated October 28. 1977, recorded in Eddy County Miscellaneous Book 151, page 366.

20. Upon information and belief, the interest in the Subject Property passed through the

following estates of which no New Mexico probate or administration has been located:



a. Charles Vernon Eskridee. II;

Charles Vernon Eskridge, II died on or about December 13, 1994, in Los Angeles, California.

Upon information and belief, he died intestate, unmarried, and without children. He was

predeceased by his father, Edward W. Eskridge, his mother, Hinda Barry Eskridge, and his

only sibling, William Barry Eskridge (who died as a child). His undivided 1/5 of 8/8ths

mineral interest in the Subject Property passed under the New Mexico laws of intestacy in

place at the time of his death, resulting in the interest passing to the descendants of his

deceased mother, Hinda Barry Eskridge, who were living at the time of his death, as theii sole

and separate property, being: Katherine Marcus Burkhalter, Maiy Glen Marcus Hannifm,

Buckner Bunton Barry, Ann Barry Lewis, Deana R. Hargrove, Hal Dean Hargrove, Samuel

B. Hargrove, Billy Russell Hargrove, James Wesley Willson, Jr., and Terri Lynn Hargrove.

b. Mary Glen Marcus a.k.a. Mary Glen Snvder Hannifin;

Mary Glen Marcus a.k.a. Mary Glen Snyder Hannifin died on January 2,2000, in Solana

Beach, San Diego County, California, survived by her husband, Patrick J. Hannifm, and her

three children, Steven Patrick Hannifin, Margaret Jane Hannifm, and Maiy Bradley Hannifm.

Upon information and belief, Mary Glen Marcus died intestate and her interest in the Subject

Property passed under the New Mexico laws of intestacy in place at the time of her death,

resulting in her husband, Patrick J. Hannifin, receiving an undivided % of her interest in the

Subject Property and her children receiving an undivided y4 of her interest in the Subject

Property (being a % of her interest each). See Affidavits of Heirship recorded in Eddy County

Records Book 1169, page 349, and Book 1169, page 350.

c. Patrick J. Hannifin;

Patrick J. Hannifm died on January 9,2014, in Solano Beach, San Diego County, California,

predeceased by his wife, Mary Glen Marcus, and survived by his three children, Steven

Patrick Hannifin, Margaret Jane Hannifin, and Mary Bradley Hannifm. Upon information and



belief, Patrick J. Hannifin died intestate and his interest in the Subject Property passed under

the New Mexico laws of intestacy in place at the time of his death, resulting in his three

children receiving his interest in the Subject Property in equal shares, as their sole and

separate property.

d. Marv Bradley Hannifin:

Maiy Bradley Hannifin died testate on December 7, 2014, in San Antonio, Texas. See

Affidavits o/Heirship recorded in Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 351, and Book

1169, page 352. She died unmarried and without issue, and she was survived by her siblings,

Margaret Jane Hannifin and Steven Patrick Hannifin, as her only heirs at law. Her Last Will

and Testament was probated in Bexar County, Texas Cause No. 20I4PC4197. Mary Bradley

Hannifin devised her interest in the Subject Property to her siblings, Margaret Jane Hannifin,

and Steven Patrick Hannifin, in equal shares, as their sole and separate property. See Last

Will and Testament of Mary B. Hannifin, a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto

as Exhibit A.

e. Katherine Marcus a/k/a Katherine Marcus Burkhalter:

Upon information and belief, Katherine Marcus died on May 10, 2015, in Fort Worth, Texas,

not married and without children. She was survived by her niece and nephew, namely; Steven

Patrick Hannifin and Margaret Jane Hannifin. Upon information and belief, Katherine

Marcus died intestate and her interest in the Subject Property passed under the New Mexico

laws of intestacy in place at the time of her death, resulting in Steven Patrick Hannifin and

Margaret Jane Hannifin receiving her interest in equal shares, as their sole and separate

property. See Affidavits ofHeirship recorded in Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 353,

and Book 1169, page 354.

f. Terri Lvnn Hargrove;

Terri Lynn Hargrove died on January 27, 2020, in Clyde, Texas, not married, and survived by

her daughter, Chelsea Holland. Upon information and belief, Terri Lynn Hargrove died



intestate and her interest in the Subject Property passed under the New Mexico laws of

intestacy in place at the time of her death, resulting in Chelsea Holland receiving her interest

in the Subject Property, as her sole and separate property. See Affidavits of Heirship recorded

in Eddy County Records Book 1169. page 355. and Book 1169. page 356.

21. The heirs of Charles Vernon Eskridge, II entered into a Family Settlement Agreement to

confirm their ownership of the Subject Property in the following proportions;

Steven Patrick Hannifin 3/8

Margaret Jane Hannifin 3/8

Ann Barry Lewis 1/12

Buckner Bunton Barry 1/12

Deana Rena Hargrove 1/72

Hal Dean Hargrove 1/72

Samuel B. Hargrove 1/72

Billy Russell Hargrove, Jr. 1/72

James Wesley Willson, Jr. 1/72

Chelsea Holland 1/72

Total: 100% (being a collective 1/5 mineral interest)

Records Book 1169, page 357.

22. Deana Rena Hargrove conveyed all of her interest in the Subject Property to Griffin Energy

Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 17. 2023, effective March 1. 2020, recorded in

Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 361.

23. Ann Barry Lewis conveyed all of her interest in the Subject Property to Griffin Energy

Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 18. 2023, effective March 1, 2020, recorded in

Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 360.



24. Chelsea Holland conveyed all of her interest in the Subject Property to Griffin Energy Law,

PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 17, 2023, effective March I, 2020, recorded in Eddy

County Records Book 1169, page 365.

25. James Wesley Willson, Jr. conveyed all of his interest in the Subject Property to Griffin

Energy Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 17, 2023, effective March 1, 2020,

recorded in Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 362,

26. Steven Patrick Hannifin conveyed all of his interest in the Subject Property to Griffin

Energy Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 16, 2023, effective March 1, 2020,

recorded in Eddy CowUy Records Book 1169, page 358.

27. Margaret Jane Hannifin conveyed all of her interest in the Subject Property to Griffin

Energy Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 16, 2023, effective March 1, 2020,

recorded in Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 359,

28. Hal Dean Hargrove conveyed all of his interest in the Subject Property to Griffin Energy

Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 17, 2023, effective March 1, 2020, recorded in

Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 363.

29. Billy Russell Hargrove conveyed all of his interest in the Subject Property to Griffin

Energy Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 17, 2023, effective March 1, 2020,

recorded in Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 364.

30. Samuel B. Hargrove conveyed all of his interest in the Subject Property to Griffin Energy

Law, PLLC. See Mineral and Royalty Deed dated March 17, 2023, effective March 1, 2020, recorded in

Eddy County Records Book 1169, page 414.

31. As a result of the foregoing. Plaintiff owns an undivided 11/60 of 8/8ths mineral interest

in the Subject Property (being 11/12 of the undivided 1/5 mineral interest originally owned by Charles

Vemon Eskridge, II).



CONCLUSION

32. The adverse claims of the Defendants, if any, against the title of the Plaintiff must be

quieted and set at rest.

33. It is appropriate for this Court to make its determination that Plaintiff owns an undivided

11/60 of 8/8ths mineral interest in the Subject Property, and Plaintiff, free and clear of any adverse claims

of the Defendants; subject, however, to any valid and existing leases of record which may have been

executed by Plaintiffs predecessors-in-interest.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that (i) its ownership of an undivided 11/60 of 8/8ths mineral

interest in the Subject Property, subject to any valid and existing leases of record which may have been

executed by Plaintiffs predecessors-in-interest, as set forth above, be established against all adverse claims

of the Defendants, and each of them; that Defendants, and each of them, be barred and forever estopped

from having or claiming any lien or other interest upon any right or title to Plaintiffs interest in the Subject

Property, or any portion thereof, adverse to Plaintiff; that the Court determine the heirs and/or devisees of

the following deceased persons to be: (i) the heirs of Edward W. Eskridge be determined to be Hinda Barry

Eskridge and Charles Vernon Eskridge, II; (ii) the heirs of Charles Vemon Eskridge, 11 be determined to be

Katherine Marcus Burkhalter, Mary Glen Marcus Hannifin, Buckner Bunton Barry, Ann Barry Lewis,

Deana Rena Hargrove, Hal Dean Hargrove, Samuel B. Hargrove, Billy Russell Hargrove, Jr., James Wesley

Willson, Jr., and Terri Lynn Hargrove; (iii) the heirs of Mary Glen Marcus Hannifin be determined to be

Patrick J. Hannifin, Steven Patrick Hannifin, Margaret Jane Hannifin, and Mary Bradley Hannifin; (iv) the

heirs of Patrick J. Hannifin be determined to be Steven Patrick Hannifin, Margaret Jane Hannifin, and Mary

Bradley Hannifin; (v) the heirs and devisees of Mary Bradley Hannifin be determined to be Steven Patrick

Hannifin and Margaret Jane Hannifin; (vi) the heirs of Katherine Marcus Burkhalter be determined to be

Steven Patrick Hannifin and Margaret Jane Hannifin; (vii) the heir of Terri Lynn Hargrove be detemiined

to be Chelsea Holland; that title to Plaintiffs interests in the Subject property be forever quieted and set at

rest; and for such other relief as the Court deems proper.



Respectfully submitted,

HINKLE SHANOR LLP

Jared A. Hembree

Melinda A. Branin

P.O. Box 10

Roswell, New Mexico 88202-0010
(575) 622-6510
(575) 623-9332 (FAX)
ihembree@hinklelawFirm.com

mbranin@,hinklelawFirm.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Griffin Energy Law, PLLC



SELF-AFFIRMED VERIFICATION

SEAN GRIFFIN, as member of Griffin Energy Law, PLLC, Plaintiff herein, swears under
the penalty of perjury under New Mexico law that: (a) I have read the above and foregoing
Complaint to Quiet Title; and, (b) fix)m personal knowledge know the matters therein contained
are true and correct, except that those matters that are alleged upon information and belief, and as
to those, I believe them to be true based on the information available to me.

SEAN GRIFFIN, Plapiff
as member of Griflinf^Energy Law, PLLC

Dated: 31 .2023



LAST WILL AND TESTAMENT

OF

MARY B. HANNIFIN

I, MARY B. HANNIFIN, of Bexar County, Texas, declare this to be my I^t Will and

Testament. I hereby revoke all \vills and codicils previously made by me.

SECTION 1

ni.SPn.SITION OF PROPERTY

I.I Specific Bequests.

A. I give the sum of $ 10,000.00 cash to BRJiN DA LOZANO, ifshe survives me.

B. I give my dog "Bella" to BRENDA LOZANO, if she survives me.

C. To MARGARETJANE HANNIFIN, 1 give the wedding dress, my mink coat,

and my gold rope pattern "dome" ring.

D. To STEVEN P. HANNIFIN, I give the picture of our father in a wood and

brass frame, my locket with pictures of our mother and father, our mother's childhood bible,

the Ben Turner adobe painting, if in my possession, and a photo of our grandmother and me.

E. To HONOR M.C. BASLIM, I give my gold bar pin with three diamonds and

the framed handkerchiefs.

F. I give to BRENDA LOZANO all eBay clothes and items in my garage and

off-site storage unit and all oilier contents of the storage unit.

G. I may tag other items of my personal property with a recipient's name or

initials. 1 request that my executor distribute tliese items according to my designation.
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1.2 Mineral Intp-rests and Insurance. I give all oil, gas and other mineral and royalty

interests I may ovvn or be entitled to, to MARGARET JANE HANNIFIN and STEVEN P.

HANNIFIN, in equal shares. I also give any life insurance benefits from my father's estate which

have not been distributed to me as of the date of my death to MARGARET JANE HANNIFIN and

STEVEN P. HANNIFIN, in equal shares. If one of thera predeceases me, but is survived by living

descendants, then his or her share of these bequests shall pass to such then living descendants on a

per stirpes basis. If such deceased person is not survived by descendants, then these bequests shall

pass to the survivor of them, or his or her living descendants, on a per stirpes basis.

1.3 I give all of the rest, residue and remainder of ray estate, in equal shares, to those of

MARY WYGOCKIMCCLURE and VIOLAWYGOCKI HALE, who are living at the date of my

death.

SECTION!

INnr.PFNnENT EXECUTOR

2.1 I appoint STEVEN P. HANNIFIN as independent executor of my estate. If he fails

or ceases to act as executor for any reason, then I appoint KEVIN P. KENNEDY as independent

executor.

2.2 No bond shall be required of my independent executor.

SECTION 3
AnivrfNTSTRATION

3.1 No action shall be had in any court of probate jurisdiction in relation to the settlement

of my estate other than the probating and recording of this will and the return of an inventory,

appraisement, and list of claims of my estate.
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3.2 My Independent Executor shall have all of the powers of a trustee under the Texas

Trust Code. My Independent Executor shall be entitled to reasonable compensation for his services

as Independent Executor.

3.3 The following items shall be charged against my residuary estate:

A. All taxes (including any interest and penalties) payable by reason of my death.

B. All of my debts, except that any debts which are payable in installments or

are not due until at least one year from the date of my death need not be paid during the

administration of my estate but may, if the terms of such debts permit, be continued and paid

according to their tenor.

C. Ail of my funeral expenses, the expenses of my last illness, and expenses of

administering my estate.

These charges may be paid in such order and out of such of the assets in my residuary estate

(including its income) as ray executor deems appropriate.

3.4 In determining the estate and income tax liability related to my estate, my executor s

decision as to all available tax elections and any election with respect to employee benefits payable

by reason of my death shall be conclusive on all concerned. No compensating adjustments between

income and principal or in the amount of any gift under this will shall be made as a result of any tax

election.

SECTION 4

FORFEITURE OF INTEREST

Ifany beneficiary, directly or indirectly, shall contest the validity of this will; or shall institute

or join in (except as a party defendant) any proceeding to prevent any provision of this will from

being carried out in accordance with its terms; or shall in any manner aid, assist or encourage another
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in any such contest; then all benefits provided for such beneficiary in this will are revoked and such

benefits shall pass to the residuary beneficiaries of this will (other than the contesting beneficiary)

in proportion that the share of each such residuary beneficiary bears to the aggregate of the effective

shares of all residuary beneficiaries (other than the contesting beneficiary).

SECTION 5

nF.FINITIONS AND GENERAL PROVISIONS

5.1 Any beneficiary who dies within 30 days after my death shall be considered not to

have survived me.

5.2 No beneficiary of my estate shall have the power to anticipate, encumber or transfer

his interest in my estate in any manner. No part of my estate shall be liable for or charged with any

debts, contracts, liabilities or torts of a beneficiary or subject to seizure or other process by any

creditor of a beneficiary.

5.3 Use of any gender includes the other genders, and the use of either the singular or the

plural includes the other.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, I hereunto sign my name to this my Last Will and Testament,

consisting of six (6) typewritten pages, (including an attestation clause, signatures of witnesses and

attached affidavit) on this the day of July, 2014.

MARY B. HANNIFIN
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Wc, the undersigned, do hereby certify that on the date above written, the foregoing

instrument was signed and declared by MARY B. HANNIFIN to be her T^st Will and Testament,

in our presence. At her request, in her presence and in the presence of each other, we have signed

our names as witnesses.

Witness

Address: 1920 Nacogdochcs Rd.. Suite 100
San Antonio. Texas 78209

Address: 1920 Nacoedoches Rd.. Suite 100

San Antonio. Texas 78209
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STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF BEXAR

§

§

BEFORE ME, the undersigned authority, on this day personally appeared MARY B.
HANNIFIN, Kim J. Harbert and Jackie B. Mutz known to me to be the
Testatrix and the witnesses, respectively, whose names are subscribed to the annexed and foregoing
instrument in their respective capacities, and, all of said persons being by me duly sworn, the said
MARY B. HANNIFIN, Testatrix, declared to me and to the witnesses in my presence that said
instrument is her Last Will and Testament, and that she had willingly made and executed it as her
free act and deed for the purposes therein expressed; and the witnesses, each on their oath stated to
me, in the presence and hearing ofthe Testatrix, that the said Testatrix had declared to them that said
instrument is her Last Will and Testament, and that she executed the same as such and wanted each
of tliem to sign it as a witness and upon their oath each witness stated fiirther that they did sign the
same as witnesses in the presence of the Testatrix and at her request; that she was at that time
eighteen years of age or over and was of sound mind; and that each of the witnesses was then at least
fourteen years of age.

J-/
MARY BO HANNIFIN ^

Witnes:

Wittfcss

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME by MARY B. HANNIFIN, Testatrix, and
Kim J. Harbert and Jackie D. Mutz , witnesses, this day of July,

2014.

KEVIM P. KENNEDY
j MY COMMISSION EXPIRES

May?, 2016 Notary Public, State of Texfe
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FILED
5th JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

Eddy County
7/10/2023 2:03 PM

MARTHA HUEREQUE
CLERK OF THE COURT

Gwyneth Gadbury
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