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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
 

AMENDED APPLICATION OF OIL CONSERVATION 
DIVISION TO ADOPT 19.15.41, 19.15.42, and  
19.15.43 NMAC; STATEWIDE 
 

 
 
CASE NO. 25875 

 
 

OXY’S PRE-HEARING STATEMENT 

 This Pre-Hearing Statement is submitted on behalf of OXY USA Inc. (“Oxy”), through 

undersigned counsel, as required by the Prehearing Procedural Order issued in this matter on 

June 8, 2026 and pursuant to 19.15.3.11.B NMAC. 

I. IDENTIFICATION OF PARTY AND COUNSEL 

Oxy has intervened in this matter and is represented by undersigned counsel. 

II. STATEMENT OF THE CASE 

 The Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources Department, Oil Conservation Division has 

applied to the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission (“the Commission”) to hold a public 

hearing to consider and adopt rules for the underground injection of carbon dioxide for geologic 

sequestration consistent with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s Class VI Underground 

Injection Control program and the Safe Drinking Water Act. 

 The proposed new rules are: 19.15.41 NMAC – Procedures for Decision Making, 

19.15.42 NMAC – Underground Injection Control Program, and 19.15.43 NMAC – Underground 

Injection Control Program: Criteria and Standards.  

 Oxy supports reasonable and efficient regulations and believes that pursuing and 

obtaining primacy is consistent with New Mexico's previous actions. Seeking Class VI primacy 

is consistent with New Mexico’s successful efforts to obtain primacy for Class II wells for the 

New Mexico Oil Conservation Division and Class I, III, IV and V wells for the New Mexico 
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Environment Department. Class VI Primacy will benefit New Mexico by providing local control 

over the regulatory process, rather than relying on federal regulatory processes and decisions. 

Oxy supports New Mexico obtaining primacy for Class VI wells but believes that the proposed 

rules can be improved with several modifications. Oxy’s proposed modifications to the proposed 

rules are provided in Oxy Exhibit 1A–1C.  

III. OXY’S WITNESS 

Oxy intends to present the technical testimony of the following witness at the hearing:  

1. Tiffany A. Wallace - Oxy 

Ms. Wallace is a petroleum engineer and holds an M.S. in Petroleum Engineering from 

Texas A&M University. Her current duties include managing policy and external affairs for Oxy 

in the lower 48 states, including New Mexico. She has previously testified before the New 

Mexico Oil Conservation Commission on rulemaking issues in her capacity as the Deputy 

Director of the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division. She has also testified on rulemaking 

issues in her capacity with Oxy.  

Ms. Wallace’s written direct testimony will address Oxy’s key concerns with the 

proposed rules and Oxy’s proposed modifications. Her qualifications and relevant experience are 

further detailed in her testimony. Oxy anticipates presenting a 60-minute summary of Ms. 

Wallace’s testimony. Ms. Wallace is available for cross-examination following the submission of 

her direct testimony. Oxy reserves the right to call Ms. Wallace for rebuttal and surrebuttal 

testimony as necessary. 

IV. OXY’S HEARING EXHIBITS 

 Oxy has provided with this Prehearing Statement the following exhibits for admittance at 

the hearing: 

 Oxy Exhibit 1A–1C, Oxy’s Proposed Modifications. 
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 Oxy Exhibit 2, Direct Testimony of Tiffany A. Wallace. 

V. PROCEDURAL MATTERS 

 Oxy has not identified any procedural matters to be resolved prior to the hearing. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

      HOLLAND & HART, LLP 

/s/ Aaron Tucker_________ 
 
      Aaron B. Tucker 
      555 17th Street, Suite 3200 
      Denver, CO 80202 
      (303) 295-8369 
      abtucker@hollandhart.com 
 

Adam G. Rankin 
      Paula M. Vance 
      A. Raylee Starnes 
      Post Office Box 2208 
      Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 
      (505) 988-4421 
      (505) 983-6043 Facsimile 
      agrankin@hollandhart.com 
      pmvance@hollandhart.com 
      arstarnes@hollandhart.com 
 
      ATTORNEYS FOR OXY USA INC. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 I hereby certify that on June 29, 2026, I served a copy of the foregoing document to the 

following via Electronic Mail to: 

Felicia Orth 
felicia.l.orth@gmail.com 
 
Hearing Officer 
 
Sheila Apodaca 
New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and 
Natural Resources Department 
Wendell Chino Building 
1220 South St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
occ.hearings@emnrd.nm.gov 
 
Oil Conservation Commission Clerk 
 
Zachary A. Shandler 
Assistant Attorney General 
New Mexico Department of Justice 
P.O. Box 1508 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 
zshandler@nmdoj.gov 
 
Oil Conservation Commission Counsel 
 
Jesse Tremaine 
Legal Director 
New Mexico Energy, Minerals, and 
Natural Resources Department 
1220 South St. Francis Drive 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 
(505) 741-1231 
(505) 231-9312 
jessek.tremaine@emnrd.nm.gov 
 
Attorney for New Mexico Oil Conservation 
Division 
 
 
 
 

Ana Maria Gutierrez 
Jessica Portmess 
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP 
1899 Wynkoop St., Ste. 750 
Denver, CO 80202 
(720) 983-1350 
ana.gutierrez@wbd-us.com 
jessica.portmess@wbd-us.com 
 
Amanda Thatcher 
Womble Bond Dickinson (US) LLP 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 
(602) 262-5311 
amanda.thatcher@wbd-us.com 
 
Attorneys for the New Mexico Oil and 
Gas Association 
 
Morgan O’Grady 
Staff Attorney 
Rose Rushing 
Staff Attorney 
Daniel Timmons 
Senior Attorney 
Western Environmental Law Center 
409 East Palace Avenue, Suite 2 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 
505-570-5566 
ogrady@westernlaw.org 
rushing@westernlaw.org 
timmons@westernlaw.org 
 
Attorneys for Diné C.A.R.E., Earthworks, 
San Juan Citizens Alliance, Sierra Club 
Rio Grande Chapter, Tó Nizhóní Ání, and 
Western Environmental Law 
Center 
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Zachary Pavlik, Staff Attorney 
Colin Cox, Senior Attorney 
Center for Biological Diversity 
Climate Law Institute 
zpavlik@biologicaldiversity.org 
ccox@biologicaldiversity.org 
 
Attorneys for the Center for Biological 
Diversity 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Samantha Ruscavage-Barz 
Senior Attorney, Climate & Health 
WildEarth Guardians 
301 Guadalupe St., Suite 201 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505) 401-4180 
1025 ½ Lomas NW 
Albuquerque, NM 87102 
(505) 320-6435 
sruscavagebarz@wildearthguardians.org 
 
Attorney for WildEarth Guardians 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
/s/ Aaron Tucker_________ 
Aaron Tucker 
Oxy USA Inc. 
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