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I-40 Exit 39 
Jamestown, NM 87347 March 25, 2021 

Mr. Kevin Pierard, Chief 
New Mexico Environmental Department 
Hazardous Waste Bureau 
2905 Rodeo Park Drive East, Building 1 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87505 

RE: Assessment Report for AOC 31 – Tanks 27 and 28 
Western Refining Southwest LLC, Gallup Refinery 
EPA ID #NMD000333211 

Dear Mr. Pierard, 

Marathon Petroleum Company LP (dba Western Refining Southwest, LLC) Gallup Refinery is 
submitting this Assessment Report for the Area of Concern 31 (AOC 31) Tanks 27 and 28 Area 
required by the Consent Order which specifies that Marathon Petroleum Company submit an 
Assessment Report for each AOC identified in the Consent Order.   

If you have any questions or comments regarding the information contained herein, please do not 
hesitate to contact Mr. John Moore at (505) 879-7643. 

Certification 
I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my 
direction of supervision according to a system designed to assure that qualified personnel 
properly gather and evaluate the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of the person or 
persons who manage the system, or those persons directly responsible for gathering the 
information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, 
and complete.  I am aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, 
including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations. 

Sincerely, 
Marathon Petroleum Company LP, Gallup Refinery 

Robert S. Hanks 
Refinery General Manager 

Enclosure  

cc: D. Cobrain, NMED HWB 
M. Suzuki, NMED HWB
C. Chavez, NMOCD
L. King, EPA Region 6
G. McCartney, Marathon Petroleum Corporation
K. Luka, Marathon Petroleum Corporation
J. Moore, Marathon Gallup Refinery
H. Jones, Trihydro Corporation
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AOC 31 – Tanks 27 and 28 

Consent Order Assessment Report 

(1) Location of unit(s) on a topographic map of appropriate scale, as required under 40 CFR

§ 270.14(b)(19);

See Figure 1 for a topographic area of Area of Concern (AOC) 31 and Figure 2 for the site location 
and aerial image.  AOC 31 includes Tanks 27 and 28. 

(2) Designation of type and function of unit(s);

AOC 31 consists of Tanks 27 and 28.  These tanks are surge tanks to temporarily store combined
wastewater and contact stormwater flows prior to treatment in the refinery’s wastewater
treatment plant.  Tanks 27 and 28 are only used when the main equalization tank (Tank 35) is
used to its capacity or is out of service for inspection and/or repairs.  Tank 35 is located south of
AOC 31 and remains in service and used as the primary wastewater collection tank.

(3) Dimensions, capacities and structural description of unit(s) (supply any available
plans/drawings);

The two tanks have a diameter of 33.5 feet and are 32 feet tall with a working volume of 166,000
gallons.  The tanks are made of welded steel with an internal floating roof.  AOC 31 is within a
containment area with Tank 35 with an adequate capacity for spill containment.

(4) Dates that the unit(s) was operated;

Based on historical aerial photos, it appears that the tanks may have been installed before 1962
and operated through February 2021.

(5) All available site history information;

The refinery began operation in the late 1950s and covers an area of approximately 810 acres.
The refinery location and the regional vicinity is characterized as high desert plain comprised
primarily of public lands used for grazing by cattle and sheep.

Historically, the Gallup Refinery generally processed crude oil from the Four Corners area
transported to the facility by pipeline or tanker truck. Various process units that operated at the
facility include crude distillation, reforming, fluidized catalytic cracking, alkylation, isomerization,
sulfur recovery, merox treater, and hydrotreating.  Past operations have produced gasoline,
diesel fuels, jet fuels, kerosene, propane, butane, and residual fuel.  The refinery also produced
commercial products of fertilizer and solid elemental sulfur.

The Gallup Refinery transitioned to indefinitely idled in April of 2020.  At this time the process
units at the facility have been emptied and tanks are being cleaned out and inspected.

(6) Specifications of all wastes that have been managed at/in the unit(s) to the extent available.
Include any available data on hazardous waste or hazardous constituents in the wastes;

The purpose of the tanks is to temporarily store refinery wastewater and contact stormwater until
it can be treated at the wastewater treatment plant.  Prior to the construction of the newer
wastewater treatment plant in 2010, the tanks served a similar purpose and allowed the
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temporary storage of wastewater and contact stormwater to prevent an overflow at the API 
Separator during storm events. 

Samples of wastewater are collected and analyzed frequently and included in annual monitoring 
reports that are submitted to the New Mexico Environment Department (NMED).  As expected, 
these chemical analyses have shown the presence of petroleum hydrocarbons.   

(7) All available information pertaining to any release of hazardous waste or hazardous
constituents from such unit(s) (to include ground water data, soil analyses, air, and
surface water data).

There are no documented spills from Tanks 27 or 28.
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District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 393­6161 Fax:(575) 393­0720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 748­1283 Fax:(575) 748­9720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 334­6178 Fax:(505) 334­6170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 476­3470 Fax:(505) 476­3462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  22049

CONDITIONS
Operator:

Western Refining Southwest LLC
539 South Main Street
Findlay, OH 45840

OGRID:

267595
Action Number:

22049
Action Type:

[UF­DP] Discharge Permit (DISCHARGE PERMIT)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition Date

scwells Accepted for Record Retention Purposes­Only 11/21/2022


