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12600 WEST CO RD 91 

MIDLAND, TX 79707 

OFFICE: 432.653.4203 

 

June 24, 2022 

 

Ms. Jennifer Nobui, P.G. 

Environmental Science & Specialist 

New Mexico Energy, Mineral and Natural Resources Department 

Oil Conservation Division 

5200 Oakland Avenue 

N.E. Suite 100 

Albuquerque, NM 87113 

 

Re: Requested Additional Delineation Soil Sampling  

       Matador Florence St. 23 @ 202H 

       Unit Letter N, Section 23, Township 23S, Range 34E 

GPS: 32.284333, -103443128 

       Lea County, New Mexico 

NMOCD Incident # NRM2012560155 

 

Ms. Nobui,  

Plains Marketing, L.P. (Plains) has completed the additional delineation sampling as 

requested in an email dated November 15, 2021, in reference to the Remediation and 

Closure Report, previously submitted by Talon LPE dated October 7, 2021. In addition, 

updated site maps that indicate current conditions at the site and a more recent (<25 



years old) well log have also been included per the request detailed in the denied deferral 

request dated May 17, 2022.  

As requested by the NMOCD, additional sampling was necessary for the sample locations 

collected by Talon LPE (W-SW-2 and E-SW-2) to confirm delineation. Dean Companies, 

Inc (Dean) mobilized to the site, on January 31, 2022, to excavate and collect two 

additional soil samples in the two areas of concern, (WSW and ESW).  Utilizing a 

backhoe, the two areas were excavated to a depth of approximately 2.5 feet below ground 

surface (bgs) and samples were collected at that depth and submitted to Permian Basin 

Environmental Laboratory (PBELAB) of Midland, Texas for analysis of BTEX utilizing EPA 

method 8021B, chlorides utilizing EPA method E 300 and TPH utilizing EPA method 

8015M.  Analytical results for the two samples were below method detection limits (MDL) 

for both BTEX and TPH with chlorides ranging from 15.1 milligrams per kilogram (mg/Kg) 

in soil sample ESW @ 2.5 ft to 147 mg/Kg for soil sample WSW @ 2.5 ft.  See attached 

Table 1 along with lab analysis.  With completion of the delineation, Plains respectfully 

requests the NMOCD consider incident # NRM20212560155 for closure. 

If you have any questions, or if additional information is needed, please feel free to contact 

Elizabeth Stuart (email: elizabethstuart@deandigs.com, cell: 432.653.4203) or Jennifer 

Perez (email: jenniferperez@deandigs.com, cell: 432.664.3166). 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Elizabeth Stuart      Jennifer Perez, PG. 

Project Manager      Professional Geologist   



METHOD: E 300

SAMPLE ID
SAMPLE
DATE

SAMPLE
DEPTH

SAMPLE
METHOD MATRIX BENZENE

(mg/kg)
TOLUENE
(mg/kg)

ETHYL
BENZENE
(mg/kg)

XYLENE
(mg/kg)

Total BTEX
(mg/kg)

CHLORIDES
(mg/kg)

GRO
(mg/kg)

DRO
(mg/kg)

GRO +DRO
(mg/kg)

ORO
(mg/kg)

TOTAL
TPH

(mg/kg)

WSW@ 2.5 ft 01/31/22 2.5 ft COMP SOIL <0.00109 <0.00109 <0.00109 <0.00217 <0.00109 147 <27.2 <27.2 <27.2 <27.2 <27.2
ESW@ 2.5 ft 01/31/22 2.5 ft COMP SOIL <0.00109 <0.00109 <0.00109 <0.00217 <0.00109 15.1 <27.2 <27.2 <27.2 <27.2 <27.2

NMOCD Recommended Remediation Action Level 10 50 20,000 1,000 2,500

Exceeds NMOCD Recommended RAL

Chemistry Table 1 - Confirmation Soil Samples

Concentrations of Benzene, BTEX, TPH, and Chlorides in Soil

Plains Marketing, L.P.

Matador Florence St-23 Release

Lea County, NM

SAMPLE INFORMATION METHODS: EPA SW 846 8021B, 5030 METHODS: EPA SW 846 8015M
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Unit Letter N, T23S, R34E

GPS: 32.284333, -103.443128
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Point of Diversion Summary
New Mexico Office of the State Engineer

POD Number TwsQ4Q64 SecQ16 XRng Y

CP  01120 POD1 23S 34E14332 646366 3574753

Driller License:

Driller Name:

Drill Start Date:

Log File Date:

Pump Type:

Casing Size: Depth Well:

Source:

Drill Finish Date:

PCW Rcv Date:

Pipe Discharge Size: Estimated Yield:

Depth Water:397 feet 318 feet

1292

01/09/2013

6.13

04/06/2013

Shallow04/24/2013

(quarters are 1=NW 2=NE 3=SW 4=SE)
(quarters are smallest to largest)

Water Bearing Stratifications: DescriptionTop Bottom

0 20 Other/Unknown

43 397 Sandstone/Gravel/Conglomerate
x

BottomTopCasing Perforations:

1 20

20 277

277 397
x

Meter Number: Meter Make:

Meter Serial Number: Meter Multiplier:

Number of Dials: Meter Type:

Unit of Measure: Return Flow Percent:

Usage Multiplier: Reading Frequency:

1.0000

18968

8

Barrels 42 gal.

SEAMETRICS

042018001190

Diversion

Monthly

Flag

Meter Readings (in Acre-Feet)

Mtr Reading Mtr AmountCommentRdrYearRead Date Online

initial reading232040710/10/2020 A 02020 RPT

250409511/06/2020 A 23.6762020 RPT

250409512/15/2020 A 02020 RPT

283077801/07/2021 A 42.1072020 RPT

303079502/05/2021 A 25.7812021 RPT

454792211/04/2021 A 195.5472021 ad

**YTD Meter Amounts: Year Amount
x

65.7832020

221.3282021
x

(NAD83 UTM in meters)

BENTLE, BILLY L.

Plug Date:

Driller Company: BENTLE WATER WELL SERVICE

Well Tag

NA

6/24/22 5:14 PM

The data is furnished by the NMOSE/ISC and is accepted by the recipient with the expressed understanding that the OSE/ISC make no warranties,
expressed or implied, concerning the accuracy, completeness, reliability, usability, or suitability for any particular purpose of the data.

1Page 1 of POD SUMMARY - CP  01120 POD1
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 TALON/LPE 
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October 07, 2021  
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Groundwater and Site Characterization 
 

The New Mexico Office of the State Engineer (NMOSE) web site indicates that the nearest 
reported depth to groundwater is 265-feet below ground surface (BGS), less than ½ mile from 
the site. Further research of the NMOSE database has (2) Point of Diversion summaries with 
drill finish dates of 1980 and 2013, respectively.  The depth to water in these wells is recorded 
at 295’ BGS and 318’ BGS.  Research of the United States Geological Survey (USGS) database 
has well data within 0.5-mile radius supporting the depth to groundwater at 235’ BGS.  The 
referenced groundwater data is presented in Appendix II. 
 
If a release occurs within the following areas, the responsible party must treat the release as if 
it occurred less than 50 feet to the groundwater in Table I, New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
(NMOCD) Rule 19.15.29, NMAC. 
 
 
Approximate Depth to Groundwater                265 Feet/BGS                                                               

Yes No  Within 300 feet of any continuously flowing watercourse or 
any other significant watercourse 

 
Yes No  Within 200 feet of any lakebed, sinkhole, or a playa lake 

 
Yes  No  Within 300 feet from an occupied permanent residence,  

school, hospital, institution, or church 
 

Yes No  Within 500 feet of a spring or a private, domestic fresh water  
well used by less than five households for domestic or stock 
watering purposes 
   

Yes No  Within 1000 feet of any freshwater well or spring 

Yes No  Within incorporated municipal boundaries or within a defined 
municipal freshwater well field covered under a municipal  
ordinance adopted pursuant to Section 3-2703 NMSA 1978 
 

Yes No  Within 300 feet of a wetland 

Yes No  Within the area overlying a subsurface mine 

Yes No  Within an unstable area 

Yes No  Within a 100-year floodplain 
 
 
 
As this incident occurred in an area with a depth to groundwater of greater than 100-feet BGS, 
the closure criteria for this site is as follows: 
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Table I 
Closure Criteria for Soils Impacted by a Release 

Minimum depth of the 
release to ground water 
less than 10,000 mg/l 
TDS 

Constituent Method Limit 

>100 feet Chloride EPA 300.0 or SM4500 
Cl B 

20,000 mg/kg 

TPH 
(GRO+DRO+MRO) 

EPA SW-846 Method 
8015M 

2,500 mg/kg 

GRO+DRO EPA SW-846 Method 
8015M 

1,000 mg/kg 

BTEX EPA SW-846 Method 
8021B or 8260B 

50 mg/kg 

Benzene EPA SW-846 Method 
8021B or 8260B 

10 mg/kg 

 
 

Site Assessment and Excavation Activities 
 
On May 7 and 8, 2020, Talon mobilized personnel to begin initial delineation of both impacted 
areas, referenced as west and east excavations respectively. The two areas of impact were 
mapped and photographed.  Photo documentation is referenced in Appendix lV. A PID Meter 
and field chloride titration data were utilized to guide initial sampling and excavation activities. 
Grab soil samples were obtained at depths of approximately 1.5-feet BGS with a backhoe.  
Analytical results from our initial sampling events are presented in the following Data Table 1. 
Initial site assessment sampling locations are also illustrated on the site map in Appendix I.  
Complete laboratory reports can be found in Appendix VI.  Pursuant to NMOCD guidelines, 
confirmation soil samples were collected from 200 sq. ft. intervals. 
 
All soil samples were properly packaged in laboratory provided glassware, preserved, and 
transported to Permian Basin Environmental  Lab in Midland, Texas, for analyses of the 
following constituencies:   Total Chlorides (EPA Method 300.0), Total Petroleum Hydrocarbons 
(TPH via EPA Method 8015M), Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene and Xylenes (BTEX via EPA 
Method 8021B). 
 
As noted in the incident description, the release occurred on the well pad in two (2) separate 
areas; at the load out (west excavation) and where the tanker truck was parked (east 
excavation).  These areas are illustrated on the site map (Appendix l), and in the attached photo 
documentation (Appendix lV). 
 
Analytical analyses of the samples collected during the initial site delineation of the eastern 
excavation (at 1.5-feet deep) indicated the following exceedances of NMOCD closure criteria:  
S-1, 2,677 mg/kg TPH; S-2, 6,049 mg/kg TPH; and S-3 at 8,079 mg/kg TPH.  Analytical testing 
of the side walls of the eastern excavation yielded the following results: N. SW (north side wall) 
2,145.6 mg/kg TPH; S. SW at 6,142 mg/kg TPH; E. SW at 10,270 mg/kg; and W. SW at 6,056 
mg/kg TPH. 
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Initial delineation samples collected from the western excavation (at 1.5-feet deep) indicated the 
following exceedances of NMOCD closure criteria:  S-4, 4,880 mg/kg TPH; S. SW-2 (south side 
wall, excavation 2) 8,613 mg/kg TPH; E. SW-2, 1,508.1 mg/kg GRO/DRO; and W. SW-2, 1,628.2 
mg/kg GRO/DRO. 

Table 1: Initial Delineation Soil Sample Analysis 

 
  SW = Sidewall Soil Sample ND = Analyte Not Detected R=Refusal with Backhoe 
 
On May 19, 2020, based on the field and analytical results from our initial soil delineation 
activities, further excavation activities of the respective spill areas commenced. Additional 
excavation and confirmation soil sampling activities were undertaken in the previously identified 
areas of soil samples S-1, S-2, S-3, and S-4. Additional bottom confirmation samples (S-6 and 
S-7) were also collected and analyzed for TPH, the constituent of concern, to document that 
NMOCD closure criteria had been met.  Bottom confirmation sampling results for sample S-1 
indicated TPH concentrations at 65.9 mg/kg.  Analytical results for samples S-2, S-3 and S-4 
revealed no evidence of TPH concentrations within laboratory method detection limits.  TPH 
concentrations at bottom confirmation sample S-6 were 39.5 mg/kg, and TPH concentrations at 
S-7 were 58.5 mg/kg. The results of this sampling event are recapped below in Table 2. 
 
Additionally, the sidewalls of both impacted areas were expanded as dictated by the analytical 
results from our initial assessment until NMOCD closure criteria had been achieved. The final 
excavation of first impacted area (east excavation) at the loadout measured approximately 
25’x13’x1.5’. Sidewall confirmation sampling results for TPH from the east excavation are as 
follows:  S. SW-2, 638 mg/kg (south side wall 2); E. SW-2, 1053 mg/kg TPH; and W. SW-2, 
234.1 mg/kg TPH.  
 
The completed excavation of the second impacted area (west excavation) measured 
approximately 42’x8-15’x2.5’. Confirmation side wall sample analysis for TPH from the west 
excavation are as follows: N. SW (north side wall) and S. SW were below laboratory method 
detection limits for TPH; E. SW, 34.6 mg/kg TPH and W. SW, 77.1 mg/kg TPH.  The locations 
of sample positions and excavation dimensions can be found on the site plan in Appendix I.   
 
 

Sample ID
Sample 

Date
Depth 
(BGS)

BTEX       
mg/kg

Benzene  
mg/kg

GRO       
mg/kg

DRO      
mg/kg

MRO       
mg/kg

Total TPH    
mg/kg

Cl           
mg/kg

Field 
Titrations

Field       
PID

50 mg/kg 10 mg/kg 2500 mg/kg
20,000 
mg/kg

Chlorides TPH

1' 1.564 ND 47.2 351 54.3 452.5 26.5 35.45 1370 PPM
1.5'R 1.503 ND 158 2170 349 2677 89.8

S-2 5/7/2020 1.5'R 6.269 ND 419 4790 840 6049 178
S-3 5/7/2020 1.5'R 6.5738 0.0238 629 6350 1100 8079 54.1
S-4 5/8/2020 1.5'R 0.04555 ND 204 3990 686 4880 135 55 PPM
S-5 5/8/2020 1.5'R 0.0098 ND ND 751 172 923 961

1' 3.6091 0.0361 100 615 88.8 803.8 18.5
1.5'R 0.7857 ND 94.6 1740 311 2145.6 77.4

N.SW-2 5/8/2020 1.5'R 0.01575 ND 31.2 440 108 579.2 55 2.6 PPM
1' 5.4509 0.0609 281 2170 310 2761 101 106.35 30 PPM

1.5'R 6.5 ND 476 4890 776 6142 270
S.SW-2 5/8/2020 1.5'R 0.2634 ND 423 6850 1340 8613 1820 69 PPM

1' 0.2808 ND 27.8 424 82.7 534.5 21.1
1.5'R 16.503 0.123 1250 7680 1340 10270 128

E.SW-2 5/8/2020 1.5'R 0.04604 ND 38.1 1470 345 1853.1 761 2.7 PPM
1' ND ND ND 61.6 ND 61.6 35.45 1669 PPM

1.5'R 6.847 ND 630 4650 776 6056 136
W.SW-2 5/8/2020 1.5'R 0.03863 ND 68.2 1560 294 1922.2 355 8.5 PPM

NMOCD Table 1 Closure Criteria 
19.15.29 NMAC

DRO + GRO combined = 
1000 mg/kg

S-1 5/7/2020

W.SW 5/7/2020

N.SW 5/7/2020

S.SW 5/7/2020

E.SW 5/7/2020
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Complete laboratory reports are attached in Appendix VI.  Confirmation sampling results taken 
every 200 sq. ft. are shown below in Table 2. 

Table 2: Confirmation Soil Sample Analysis 5/19/2020 

            SW = Sidewall Soil Sample   NT = Analyte Not Tested   ND = Analyte Not Detected 
 

Subsequent Sampling Event 
 

The initial closure report was denied by the NMOCD on September 9, 2020, stating horizontal 
remediation had not been completed and that the values of horizontal impacts should be 
remediated to the more stringent requirements listed in Table 1 standards.  The Plains 
Remediation Coordinator responded on the same day for clarification regarding remediation 
standards as the depth to groundwater is listed in the NMOSE data base as 265’ deep, within ½ 
mile of the site, and that the release was contained to the well pad area only. The NMOCD 
responded that Plains would need to remediate the site horizontally to the strictest Table 1 
standards. On September 10, 2020, Plains requested a conference call with the NMOCD to gain 
clarity on Table 1 clean up criteria for this and future projects.  A complete copy of the 
correspondence between Plains Marketing, L.P., and the NMOCD is provided for reference in 
Appendix lll. 
 
On May 20, 2021, representatives of Plains Marketing, L.P., enacted a conference call with the 
NMOCD for further clarification of remediation efforts and closure criteria.  Plains personnel 
expressed their commitment to remediation of this site and closure of the aforementioned 
incident. As per the conference call it was agreed that horizontal remediation had been achieved 
in accordance with Table NMOCD Table1 closure criteria guidelines.  However, the NMOCD 
requested additional horizontal delineation samples showing analytical results to the strictest 
Table 1 standards. 
 
On May 26, 2021, Talon personnel mobilized to the Matador Florence St. 23 #202H in order to 
advance the additional boreholes at the excavation sidewalls needed for NMOCD closure 
approval.  Eight (8) hand auger borings were advanced to depths of 0.5’ BGS at the locations 
shown on the attached site map in Appendix I.  Soil samples were collected and transported to 
Eurofins Laboratory for analysis of Total Chlorides, TPH, and BTEX. The sample results are 
recapped in Table 3 below and the corresponding laboratory report can be seen in its entirety in 
Appendix Vl.   
 

Sample ID
Sample 

Date
Depth 
(BGS)

BTEX       
mg/kg

Benzene  
mg/kg

GRO       
mg/kg

DRO      
mg/kg

MRO       
mg/kg

Total TPH    
mg/kg

Cl           
mg/kg

50 mg/kg 10 mg/kg 2500 mg/kg
20,000 
mg/kg

S-1 5/19/2020 2.5' NT NT ND 65.9 36.4 65.9 NT
S-2 5/19/2020 2.5' NT NT ND ND ND 0 NT
S-3 5/19/2020 2.5' NT NT ND ND ND 0 NT
S-4 5/19/2020 2.5' NT NT ND ND ND 0 NT
S-6 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND 39.5 ND 39.5 NT
S-7 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND 58.5 ND 58.5 NT

N.SW 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND ND ND 0 NT
S.SW 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND ND ND 0 NT

S.SW-2 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND 536 102 638 NT
E.SW 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND 34.6 ND 34.6 NT

E.SW-2 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND 874 179 1053 NT
W.SW 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND 77.1 ND 77.1 NT

W.SW-2 5/19/2020 1.5' NT NT ND 186 48.1 234.1 NT

NMOCD Table 1 Closure Criteria 
19.15.29 NMAC

DRO + GRO combined = 
1000 mg/kg
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The analytical results from hand auger sample 1 (HA-1) indicated a total chloride concentration 
of 5.59 mg/kg; HA-2 at 4.61 mg/kg chlorides; HA-3 at 3.69 mg/kg chlorides; HA-4 at 3.19 mg/kg 
chlorides; and HA-5 at 10.8 mg/kg chlorides and 15.2 mg/kg for total petroleum hydrocarbons 
(TPH).  Sampling results from HA-6 exhibited chloride concentrations at 1.82 mg/kg; HA-7 at 
3.12 mg/kg chlorides; and HA-8 at 5.21 mg/kg for total chlorides. 
 
As shown on the following data table, all analytical results are below NMOCD horizontal 
delineation closure criteria of 100 mg/kg for TPH and 600 mg/kg for total chlorides. 

 
Table 3:  Confirmation Soil Sample Analysis, 5/25/2021 

Sample 
ID 

Sample 
Date 

Depth 
(BGS) 

BTEX       
mg/kg 

Benzene 
mg/kg 

GRO     
mg/kg 

DRO     
mg/kg 

MRO     
mg/kg 

Total 
TPH    

Cl       
mg/kg 

NMOCD Table 1 Closure 
Criteria 19.15.29 NMAC 50 mg/kg 10 mg/kg     100 

mg/kg 
600 

mg/kg 
HA-1 05/25/21 0.5 <0.00399 <0.00200 <49.9 <49.9 <49.9 <49.9 5.59 
HA-2 05/26/21  0.5 <0.00397 <0.00198 <50.0 <50.0 <50.0 <50.0 4.61 
HA-3 05/26/21  0.5 <0.00397 <0.00198 <49.7 <49.7 <49.7 <49.7 3.69 
HA-4 05/26/21  0.5 <0.00402 <0.00201 <49.8 <49.8 <49.8 <49.8 3.19 
HA-5 05/26/21  0.5 <0.00398 <0.00199 <49.7 15.2 <49.7 15.2 10.8 
HA-6 05/26/21 0.5 <0.00398 <0.00199 <49.8 <49.8 <49.8 <49.8 1.82 
HA-7 05/26/21 0.5 <0.00398 <0.00199 <50.0 <50.0 <50.0 <50.0 3.12 
HA-8 05/26/21  0.5 <0.00397 <0.00198 <49.9 <49.9 <49.9 <49.9 5.21 

HA=Hand Auger Boring 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



7 8

Remedial Summary 
 

The impacted area in the vicinity of sample point areas S-1 through S-3 (western excavation) 
was excavated to a total depth of 2.5-feet BGS.  The horizontal extent of this excavation 
measured approximately 42’ long x 8-15’ wide.  Excavation areas are shown on the attached 
site plan. 
 
The western excavation area near the load out at sample locations S-4 through S-7 was 
excavated to depths of 1.5-feet and to 2.5-feet deep at S-4. The sidewalls were advanced 
horizontally by approximately 3’- 4’ during the excavation process to achieve closure criteria for 
soil constituencies of concern. The final excavated area measured approximately 25’ long by 13’ 
wide.   
 
Composite confirmation samples were obtained from the sidewalls and bottoms of the excavated 
areas in 200 sq. ft. areas to verify that all contaminants above closure criteria had been removed. 
Sidewall excavations continued until closure NMOCD criteria was met.  The results are shown 
on Data Table 2 above, and the corresponding lab reports may be found in Appendix VI. 
  
The excavated material (approximately 96 yards) was transported to Lazy Ace Land Farm, a 
NMOCD approved solid waste disposal facility.  Disposal manifests are appended in Appendix 
V. 
 
The excavated areas were backfilled with locally sourced, non-impacted caliche, machine 
compacted and contoured to match the surrounding location. 
 
Pursuant to NMOCD stipulations set forth during the May 20, 2021, meeting for closure of this 
incident; hand auger soil borings were advanced at the sidewalls of the excavated areas in order 
to confirm that horizontal delineation of the remediated areas had been achieved. As shown by 
the analytical data presented in Table 3 above, Plains respectfully requests closure of Incident 
# NRM20212560155.  
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Closure 
 
Based on the site assessment and characterization data, remedial actions completed and 
confirmation sampling results obtained for this project, on behalf of Plains Marketing, L.P., we 
respectfully request that no further actions be required, and that closure of this incident be 
granted. 
 
Should you have any questions or if further information is required, please do not hesitate to 
contact our office at 575-746-8768. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
TALON/LPE 
 
 
 
Rebecca Pons     David J. Adkins 
Senior Environmental Project Manager  Regional Manager 
   
 
 
Attachments: 
 
Appendix I Site Maps 
Appendix II Groundwater Data, Soil Survey & FEMA Flood Map  
Appendix III Initial C-141, NMOCD Correspondence 
Appendix IV Photographic Documentation 
Appendix V Disposal Manifests 
Appendix VI  Laboratory Reports 
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SITE MAP

KARST MAP

TOPO MAP

LOCATION MAP
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APPENDIX II

GROUNDWATER DATA

SOIL SURVEY

FEMA FLOOD ZONE

















APPENDIX III

INITIAL C-141

NMOCD 
CORESPONDENCE



 
District I 
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240 
District II 
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210 
District III 
1000 Rio Brazos Road, Aztec, NM 87410 
District IV 
1220 S. St. Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505 
 
 

State of New Mexico 
Energy Minerals and Natural 

Resources Department 
 

Oil Conservation Division 
1220 South St. Francis Dr. 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 
 
 

 

Form C-141 
Revised August 24, 2018 

Submit to appropriate OCD District office 
 

Incident ID  
District RP  
Facility ID  
Application ID  

 

Release Notification 
 

Responsible Party 
 

Responsible Party   Plains Marketing, L.P. OGRID  713291 

Contact Name  Amber Groves Contact Telephone  575-200-5517 

Contact email  algroves@paalp.com Incident # (assigned by OCD) 

Contact mailing address  577 US HWY 385 N  Seminole, TX  
79360 

 

 
Location of Release Source 

 
Latitude 32.284333                                                                                     Longitude  -103.443128  

(NAD 83 in decimal degrees to 5 decimal places) 
 

Site Name  Matador Florence St. 23 #202H Site Type  Tank Battery 

Date Release Discovered  5/1/2020 @ 12:00 AM API# (if applicable) 

 
Unit Letter Section Township Range County 

N 23 23S 34E Lea 

 
Surface Owner:   State   Federal   Tribal   Private (Name:  ) 

 
Nature and Volume of Release  

 
Material(s) Released (Select all that apply and attach calculations or specific justification for the volumes provided below) 

 Crude Oil Volume Released (bbls)  6.63 bbls Volume Recovered (bbls) 0 bbls 

 Produced Water Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

 Is the concentration of dissolved chloride in the 
produced water >10,000 mg/l? 

 Yes   No 

 Condensate Volume Released (bbls) Volume Recovered (bbls) 

 Natural Gas Volume Released (Mcf) Volume Recovered (Mcf) 

 Other (describe) Volume/Weight Released (provide units) Volume/Weight Recovered (provide units) 

Cause of Release 
Oil was pumped against a closed valve causing a hose rupture resulting in the approximate release of 6.63 bbls of crude oil. 

nRM2012560155



Form C-141 State of New Mexico
Page 2 Oil Conservation Division 

Incident ID  
District RP  
Facility ID  
Application ID  

Was this a major 
release as defined by 
19.15.29.7(A) NMAC? 

 Yes   No 

If YES, for what reason(s) does the responsible party consider this a major release? 

If YES, was immediate notice given to the OCD?  By whom?  To whom?  When and by what means (phone, email, etc)? 

Initial Response 
The responsible party must undertake the following actions immediately unless they could create a safety hazard that would result in injury 

  The source of the release has been stopped. 

  The impacted area has been secured to protect human health and the environment. 

  Released materials have been contained via the use of berms or dikes, absorbent pads, or other containment devices.  

  All free liquids and recoverable materials have been removed and managed appropriately. 

If all the actions described above have not been undertaken, explain why: 

Per 19.15.29.8 B. (4) NMAC the responsible party may commence remediation immediately after discovery of a release.  If remediation 
has begun, please attach a narrative of actions to date.  If remedial efforts have been successfully completed or if the release occurred 
within a lined containment area (see 19.15.29.11(A)(5)(a) NMAC), please attach all information needed for closure evaluation. 

I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand that pursuant to OCD rules and 
regulations all operators are required to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which may endanger 
public health or the environment.  The acceptance of a C-141 report by the OCD does not relieve the operator of liability should their operations have 
failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health or the environment.  In 
addition, OCD acceptance of a C-141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any other federal, state, or local laws 
and/or regulations.

Printed Name: _Amber Groves__________________________     Title:   Remediation Coordinator_________________ 

Signature: ______________________________________________      Date: ___5/4/2020__________ 

email: ____algroves@paalp.com_________________                       Telephone: __575-200-5517______________________ 

OCD Only 

Received by: ___________________________________________     Date: _______________ 

e: _A___ mber GGGGGGGGrorrrrrrrrrr ves___

___________________________________________________________________ ___________________________________________

nRM2012560155



Form C-141 State of New Mexico
Page 6 Oil Conservation Division 

Incident ID NRM2012560155 
District RP  
Facility ID  
Application ID  

Closure 
The responsible party must attach information demonstrating they have complied with all applicable closure requirements and any conditions 
or directives of the OCD.  This demonstration should be in the form of a comprehensive report (electronic submittals in .pdf format are preferred) 
including a scaled site map, sampling diagrams, relevant field notes, photographs of any excavation prior to backfilling, laboratory data including 
chain of custody documents of final sampling, and a narrative of the remedial activities.  Refer to 19.15.29.12 NMAC. 

Closure Report Attachment Checklist:  Each of the following items must be included in the closure report. 

  A scaled site and sampling diagram as described in 19.15.29.11 NMAC 

  Photographs of the remediated site prior to backfill or photos of the liner integrity if applicable (Note: appropriate OCD District office 
must be notified 2 days prior to liner inspection) 

  Laboratory analyses of final sampling (Note: appropriate ODC District office must be notified 2 days prior to final sampling) 

  Description of remediation activities 

I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand that pursuant to OCD rules 
and regulations all operators are required to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which 
may endanger public health or the environment.  The acceptance of a C-141 report by the OCD does not relieve the operator of liability 
should their operations have failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, 
human health or the environment.  In addition, OCD acceptance of a C-141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for 
compliance with any other federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations.  The responsible party acknowledges they must substantially 
restore, reclaim, and re-vegetate the impacted surface area to the conditions that existed prior to the release or their final land use in 
accordance with 19.15.29.13 NMAC including notification to the OCD when reclamation and re-vegetation are complete. 

Printed Name: ____Amber Groves       ___________________  Title: __Remediation Coordinator_________________________________ 

Signature: _____________________________________________   Date: _8/14/2020________________ 

email: __algroves@paalp.com_______________                     Telephone: __(575)200-5517_______________________ 

OCD Only 

Received by: ___________________________________________              Date: _________________ 

Closure approval by the OCD does not relieve the responsible party of liability should their operations have failed to adequately investigate and 
remediate contamination that poses a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health, or the environment nor does not relieve the responsible 
party of compliance with any other federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations. 

Closure Approved by: ___________________________________________   Date: _________________ 

Printed Name: ___________________________________________                Title: ___________________________________________ 
__ 

_______________ AmAAAAAAA ber r r r r r r r GrGGGGGGGGG oves  

__________________ _________________________________________ _____
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Amber L Groves

From: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 4:13 PM
To: Amber L Groves
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ 

N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E [External]

Thank you – mb  
 
From: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, May 19, 2021 3:12 PM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: Re: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
 
Hi Mike!  
 
Yes, I added them this morning and they all sent responses of attending. Except Bradford, he was tentative.  
 
Amber 

Sent from my iPhone 
 

On May 19, 2021, at 3:09 PM, Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> wrote: 

  
Hi Amber,  
  
Are you able to add the below personnel to the meeting tomorrow?  
  
Thanks, 
  
Mike Bratcher 
575-626-0857 
  
  
  
From: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD  
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 5:23 PM 
To: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
  
Amber, 
  
I do have some additions, and I add this many so most of my team all hears the same thing. I think I 
know what the issue is, and hopefully we resolve it once and for all type of thing. Anyway, here are 
the additions: 

 Robert Hamlet 
 Bradford Billings 
 Karen Collins 
 Cristina Eads  
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Thank you, 
  
MMike Bratcher 
575-626-0857 
  
  
  
  
From: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 11:43 AM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
  
Ok.  I just sent you an invite on Microsoft Teams for Thurs at 2 PM.  Please let me know if you need 
for me to add anyone else to the meeting! 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 12:06 PM 
To: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Time should work. I am not sure that I have used Web-ex. If we have to download anything, it won’t 
work as we would have to get IT involved. Tricky at best. I know we can use Zoom or TEAMS, and 
seems we used Web-ex early on, just don’t recall. – mb  
  
From: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 11:00 AM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
  
That will be fine.  Will Web-ex work?  How about 2:00? 
  
Amber 
  
From: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 11:59 AM 
To: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
How about Thursday afternoon?  
  
From: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, May 18, 2021 10:55 AM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
  
Good Morning, Mike! 
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I just wanted to follow up on this meeting with you and see if there will be a convenient time this 
week? 
  
Thank you! 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2021 10:19 AM 
To: 'Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD' <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Mike, 
  
I understand!  How about Tuesday at any time that is convenient for OCD?  I can also be available 
any time on Monday as well if that works better and am flexible the majority of the week.  I usually 
prefer Web-ex for meeting but can set something else up if need be just let me know what works 
best for you. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2021 10:06 AM 
To: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Hi Amber, 
  
Yes, please, let’s set something up. I promise I have not been intentionally ignoring you. I thought we 
had reached the height of hectic a few years ago, but I was wrong. Propose a day, time and method 
for the meeting and I will see who all I can get in on it. Victoria did the review on this, but she is in a 
different area of the enviro group now. I prefer to get as many of our folks in on these type meetings 
as possible to keep us all consistent.  
  
Hope all is well with you and again, sorry for dragging this out so long.  
  
Thank you, 
  
Mike Bratcher ● Incident Supervisor 
Environmental Bureau  
EMNRD - Oil Conservation Division  
811S. First St. | Artesia, NM 88210  
(575) 626-0857 | mike.bratcher@state.nm.us   
http://www.emnrd.state.nm.us/OCD/  
<image001.jpg> 
  
  
  
From: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>  
Sent: Friday, May 14, 2021 8:51 AM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
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Good Morning, Mike, 
  
I just wanted to follow up with you on this one.  Would you have time for a discussion sometime 
next week? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Wednesday, April 14, 2021 2:40 PM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good Afternoon, Mike, 
  
Would you have some time this week or next to discuss this site with me by chance? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 8:13 AM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good Morning, Mike, 
  
Would you happen to have some time next week for a discussion with me on this by chance? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Thursday, February 25, 2021 9:57 AM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good Morning, Mike, 
  
I just wanted to follow up on this one.  Would you have some time next week for a discussion on this 
by chance? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Tuesday, February 9, 2021 1:51 PM 
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To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good Afternoon, Mike, 
  
I just wanted to follow up with you on this.  Would you have some time for a discussion this week, 
by chance? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Monday, January 4, 2021 2:46 PM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good Afternoon, Mike, 
  
I just wanted to follow up with you on this one.  Would it be possible to schedule a conference call to 
discuss sometime this week? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Monday, November 30, 2020 2:27 PM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good Afternoon, Mike, 
  
I just wanted to follow up on this one with you.  Would it be possible for us to schedule a conference 
call sometime this week for a discussion? 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Tuesday, October 20, 2020 2:11 PM 
To: Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD <mike.bratcher@state.nm.us> 
Subject: FW: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good Afternoon, Mike, 
  
I just wanted to follow up on the phone conversation that you and I had on September 30th about 
this one.  If you would like to have a conference call about it, we are still willing to set this up! 
  
Thank you! 
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Amber 
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 10:31 AM 
To: 'Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD' <Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us>; Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD 
<mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>; Hamlet, Robert, EMNRD <Robert.Hamlet@state.nm.us>; Eads, 
Cristina, EMNRD <Cristina.Eads@state.nm.us> 
Cc: 'David J. Adkins' <dadkins@talonlpe.com>; 'rmann@slo.state.nm.us' <rmann@slo.state.nm.us>; 
Camille J Bryant <CJBryant@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Ms. Venegas, 
  
Plains would once again like to request a conference call for discussion and would like Mike Bratcher 
to be in attendance, please.  Please let us know when would be a good time next week for OCD. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber L. Groves 
Remediation Coordinator 
Plains All American 
3112 W. US Hwy 82 
Lovington, NM  88260 
575-200-5517 
  
  
  
From: Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD <Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 10:23 AM 
To: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>; Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD 
<mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>; Hamlet, Robert, EMNRD <Robert.Hamlet@state.nm.us>; Eads, 
Cristina, EMNRD <Cristina.Eads@state.nm.us> 
Cc: 'David J. Adkins' <dadkins@talonlpe.com>; 'rmann@slo.state.nm.us' <rmann@slo.state.nm.us>; 
Camille J Bryant <CJBryant@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Good morning Ms. Groves, 
Plains needs to conduct additional remediation @ samples points S.SW-2, ESW-2 & W.SW-2, i.e.  the 
sidewalls need to be less than 600 mg/kg for chlorides and 100 mg/kg for TPH, even though the 
depth to groundwater is over 100’ and the release is on-pad. That will suffice for closure approval. 
Please make sure to submit all sampling notifications to ocd.enviro@state.nm.us that include the 
site name, incident number (or RP# if applicable), date and time of sampling event. Please note that 
confirmation closure samples not collected in accordance to 19.15.29.12.D may not be accepted 
during closure and Operators may be required to collect additional samples.  
Thank you, 
  
  
Victoria Venegas 
State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources 
Oil Conservation Division 
811 S. First St., Artesia NM 88210 
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(575) 909-0269 
Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us 
  
  
OCD approval does not relieve the operator of liability should their operations fail to adequately investigate 
and remediate contamination that may pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health or the 
environment. In addition, OCD approval does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any 
other federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations. 
  
  
  
From: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>  
Sent: Friday, September 18, 2020 8:05 AM 
To: Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD <Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us>; Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD 
<mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>; Hamlet, Robert, EMNRD <Robert.Hamlet@state.nm.us>; Eads, 
Cristina, EMNRD <Cristina.Eads@state.nm.us> 
Cc: 'David J. Adkins' <dadkins@talonlpe.com>; 'rmann@slo.state.nm.us' <rmann@slo.state.nm.us>; 
Camille J Bryant <CJBryant@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
  
Good Morning, Ms. Venegas, 
  
Plains is committed to gaining closure for NRM2012560155.  Although remediation was conducted 
under and met all Table 1 criteria, it is our understanding that OCD’s request is for the lateral extents 
to be characterized to the less than 50’ to groundwater standard.  As such, Plains will take 
delineation samples in four cardinal directions of the release area, thus exhibiting that the impacted 
area was contained to the tank battery production pad.  Plains will have this scheduled for next 
week.  Please let us know if this will not suffice for gaining closure or should you want to schedule a 
conference call for discussion. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber L. Groves 
Remediation Coordinator 
Plains All American 
3112 W. US Hwy 82 
Lovington, NM  88260 
575-200-5517 
  
   
  
From: Amber L Groves  
Sent: Thursday, September 10, 2020 2:07 PM 
To: 'Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD' <Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us>; Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD 
<mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>; Hamlet, Robert, EMNRD <Robert.Hamlet@state.nm.us>; Eads, 
Cristina, EMNRD <Cristina.Eads@state.nm.us> 
Cc: David J. Adkins <dadkins@talonlpe.com>; rmann@slo.state.nm.us; Camille J Bryant 
<CJBryant@paalp.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Ms. Venegas and Mr. Bratcher, 
  
Plains would like to respectfully request a conference call with NMOCD to gain clarity on Table 1 
Criteria under Rule 29 in relation to remediation activities located on in use production pads for this 
project as well as future projects.  Please let me know a good date and time for OCD next week. 
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Thank you, 
  
  
Amber L. Groves 
Remediation Coordinator 
Plains All American 
3112 W. US Hwy 82 
Lovington, NM  88260 
575-200-5517 
  
  
From: Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD <Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 2:56 PM 
To: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>; Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD 
<mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>; Hamlet, Robert, EMNRD <Robert.Hamlet@state.nm.us>; Eads, 
Cristina, EMNRD <Cristina.Eads@state.nm.us> 
Cc: David J. Adkins <dadkins@talonlpe.com>; rmann@slo.state.nm.us 
Subject: RE: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
[External] 
  
Ms. Groves, 
Thank you for the clarification. For your next submittals, please do not include information that is 
not required by the rule.  
Regarding your questions about horizontal delineation the answer is yes; Plains needs to conduct 
additional remediation @ samples points S.SW-2, ESW-2 & W.SW-2, i.e.  the sidewalls need to be 
less than 600 mg/kg for chlorides and 100 mg/kg for TPH, even though the depth to groundwater is 
over 100’ and the release is on-pad. While vertical definition of contamination that may be 
acceptable is almost exclusively driven by depth to water, as determined, and as driven by Table I, 
horizontal definition if different.  The edges (horizontal definition) of a liquid release must be 
determined as well.  The only value for determination of horizontal impact are derived by either 
“background” value as determined appropriate to Rule 29, or, for chloride, 600 mg/Kg in soils.  This 
600 mg/Kg value is discussed in detail in 19.15.29.13 D. (1). 
Therefore, horizontal soils delineation for chloride should be 600 mg/kg (again, or background) for 
all liquid releases, either on or off production pad.  It is conceivable that in determining the 
horizontal extent of chloride that the edge of the production pad may be encountered, if last sample 
taken on pad limit, samples(s) must be obtained off pad to determine extent of release.  If horizontal 
delineation samples on pad eventually reach a mechanical barrier, (such as pipeline or battery) 
sample(s) should be obtained as near as possible on the linear opposite side of said barrier and as 
close as possible to the barrier. 
It is conceivable that a liquid release may occur with, for example, a surface soil chloride of 19,000 
mg/Kg, and if it is reliably determined that groundwater is over 101 feet below ground surface, then 
that value may stand as a vertical definition, but nonetheless, the horizontal value(s) for lateral 
extent of liquid release would still, of Rule 29 necessity, be 600 mg/Kg chloride or less and 100 
mg/kg for TPH.  This would be inclusive of both “on-pad” of “off-pad” release area.  The above if 
laboratory data driven, not just reported visual extent of a liquid release or calculated and reported 
release volumes.  Generally, the top one foot sample suffices for immediate horizontal evaluation.  
I hope this clarifies your questions. If you need anything else, please let me know. 
Thank you, 
  
Victoria Venegas 
State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources 
Oil Conservation Division 
811 S. First St., Artesia NM 88210 
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(575) 748-1283 
Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us 
  
  
OCD approval does not relieve the operator of liability should their operations fail to adequately investigate 
and remediate contamination that may pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health or the 
environment. In addition, OCD approval does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any 
other federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations. 
  
  
  
  
  
From: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 11:13 AM 
To: Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD <Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us> 
Subject: [EXT] RE: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
  
Good Morning, Ms. Venegas, 
  
Just a few questions for clarification purposes.  As the depth to groundwater is 265’ bgs, Table 1 
criteria would make total TPH 2500 mg/kg.  In the closure report submittal, all sidewall samples 
showing horizontal remediation were 0-1053 mg/kg.  Are you requesting that Plains conduct 
additional remediation on the two sample areas that were above 100 mg/kg?   
  
The laboratory report that you are referring to is the waste characterization sample of the stockpile 
that Plains is required to run for transportation purposes.  As a crude oil transporter, we are held to 
different standards than production and in order to legally transport those analyses are required.  It 
was for the stockpile that was hauled to disposal. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Amber L. Groves 
Remediation Coordinator 
Plains All American 
3112 W. US Hwy 82 
Lovington, NM  88260 
575-200-5517 
  
  
  
From: Venegas, Victoria, EMNRD <Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us>  
Sent: Wednesday, September 9, 2020 11:46 AM 
To: Amber L Groves <ALGroves@paalp.com>; Bratcher, Mike, EMNRD 
<mike.bratcher@state.nm.us>; Hamlet, Robert, EMNRD <Robert.Hamlet@state.nm.us>; Eads, 
Cristina, EMNRD <Cristina.Eads@state.nm.us> 
Cc: rmann@slo.state.nm.us; David J. Adkins <dadkins@talonlpe.com> 
Subject: NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E [External] 
  
NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E 
  
Ms. Groves, 
The OCD has denied the submitted Site Characterization/Remediation Plan/ Closure Report C-141 
for incident # NRM2012560155 MATADOR FLORENCE ST. 23 #202H @ N-23-23S-34E 0N 0E for the 
following reasons:  
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 Horizontal delineation/remediation has not been completed. The values for determination 
of horizontal impact are derived by either “background” value as determined appropriate to 
Rule 29, or, for chloride, 600 mg/Kg in soils. To determine the horizontal extent, a “clean” 
sample is required. For the sake of consistency, the Division will consider a sample “clean” if 
it meets the more stringent requirements listed in Table 1. For chloride values, natural 
background levels will be considered. Additional horizontal delineation/remediation efforts 
will be required @ sample points S.SW-2, ESW-2 & W.SW-2.  

 On page 106, the report says:… ”the samples were analyzed for radioactive contamination”… 
Please clarify to which sample(s) the lab results shown from page 82 to page 120 belong to.  

  
The Denied C-141 can be found in the online image file. Please review and make the required 
correction prior to resubmitting through the fee portal. 
Thank you, 
  
Victoria Venegas 
State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals, and Natural Resources 
Oil Conservation Division 
811 S. First St., Artesia NM 88210 
(575) 748-1283 
Victoria.Venegas@state.nm.us 
  
  
OCD approval does not relieve the operator of liability should their operations fail to adequately investigate 
and remediate contamination that may pose a threat to groundwater, surface water, human health or the 
environment. In addition, OCD approval does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any 
other federal, state, or local laws and/or regulations. 
  

Attention: 
The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended 
only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in error, 
please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
material from any system and destroy any copies. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned for 
Viruses and Content and cleared. 

Attention: 
The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended 
only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in error, 
please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
material from any system and destroy any copies. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned for 
Viruses and Content and cleared. 

Attention: 
The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended 
only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in error, 
please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
material from any system and destroy any copies. 
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This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned for 
Viruses and Content and cleared. 

Attention: 
The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended 
only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in error, 
please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
material from any system and destroy any copies. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned for 
Viruses and Content and cleared. 
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only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in error, 
please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
material from any system and destroy any copies. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned for 
Viruses and Content and cleared. 

Attention: 
The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended 
only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in error, 
please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
material from any system and destroy any copies. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned for 
Viruses and Content and cleared. 

Attention: 
The information contained in this message and/or attachments is intended 
only for the person or entity to which it is addressed and may contain 
confidential and/or privileged material. If you received this in error, 
please contact the Plains Service Desk at 713-646-4444 and delete the 
material from any system and destroy any copies. 

This footnote also confirms that this email message has been scanned for 
Viruses and Content and cleared. 
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