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Jason, Tanner

From: Nathan Ford <nford@pilotwater.com>
Sent: Thursday, October 23, 2025 8:19 AM
To: Virden, Kelby J.
Cc: Jason, Tanner
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: MPLX Incident - Information Needed
Attachments: IMG_1281.jpeg

This message is from an external sender.
Messages coming from outside MPC should be examined more closely.

It is the length and size of line with the amount of water that was going through it for the timeframe that
the line got hit, reported, and isolated.

Attached is the line strike itself if you need it also

Get Outlook for iOS

From: Virden, Kelby J. <KJVirden@marathonpetroleum.com>
Sent: Wednesday, October 22, 2025 2:56:39 PM
To: Nathan Ford <nford@pilotwater.com>
Cc: Jason, Tanner <TJason@marathonpetroleum.com>
Subject: MPLX Incident - Information Needed

Nathan,

To complete our incident and remediation submittal to the NM OCD we need an outline for the
calculations used to determine the 1200 bbls of produced water Pilot estimated was released during the
incident. Is that something we can get from your team so we can ensure we have the information needed
by NM OCD and in the timeline, they requested?

Please feel free to reach out if you have any questions.

Regards,

Kelby Virden
MPLX Construction Manager
Gathering and Processing West Region

C (435) 375-8373
E KJVirden@marathonpetroleum.com
1680 Hwy 40, Suite 203

CAUTION: External Sender Email: Use caution with links / attachments.
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Vernal, Utah 84078

This e-mail message and all corresponding e-mail messages, including all attachments, are intended solely for the individual(s) named above. They contain
confidential and/or proprietary information. Do not forward, copy, distribute or otherwise relay the messages or their content to any individual without first
contacting the Pilot Water Solutions Law Department.

If you have received this e-mail message in error, do not read, forward, copy or distribute it or any of its content to anyone. In addition, please notify the
sender that you have received this message immediately by return e-mail and delete it.



  

Page 1 of 4 
 

October 22, 2025 
 
New Mexico Oil Conservation Division 
506 W. Texas Ave 
Artesia, NM 88210 
  
RE: East Loop 20" HP – Site Characterization & Initial Remediation Plan  
 Incident Number: nAPP2528933921 
 GPS: 32.086121°, -103.622019° 
 Lea County, New Mexico 
 ESRR Project No. P0.25000349/25.00007576.00 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Earth Systems Response & Restoration (ESRR), on behalf of Marathon Petroleum (MPLX), presents the 
following Site Characterization & Initial Remediation Plan (SCIRP) detailing a scope of work to address soil 
impacts associated with an inadvertent release of produced water at the East Loop 20" HP (Site). MPLX 
proposes this SCIRP, detailing remediation objectives to mitigate environmental impacts at the Site. 
 
Site Location 
 
The Site is located in Unit I, Section 36, Township 25 South, Range 32 East, in Lea County, New Mexico 
(32.086121°, -103.622019°) and is associated with oil and gas exploration and production operations on 
State Land managed by the New Mexico State Land Office (NMSLO) (Figure 1). 
 

Incident Description & Background 
 
On October 14, 2025, a line strike occurred during an adjacent horizontal boring of a MPLX subsurface 
pipeline, causing the release of approximately 1,200 barrels (bbls) of produced water from a Pilot Water 
Solutions (Pilot) pipeline and onto adjacent pipeline right-of-ways (ROW). The Pilot pipeline was reported 
to be 8-12 feet below grade surface (bgs) at the point of release (POR).  
 
ESRR was retained on October 16, 2025, and conducted initial site assessment activities by mapping the 
observed release footprint on October 17, 2025, hereafter referred to as the Area of Concern (AOC) 
(Figure 1A).  
 
MPLX gave notice of the release to the New Mexico Oil Conservation Division (NMOCD) on                             
October 16, 2025, by Notification of Release (NOR), which was subsequently assigned Incident Number 
nAPP2528933921. MPLX anticipates submitting a Corrective Action Form C-141 (Form C-141) to the 
NMOCD by October 29, 2025. 
 

Site Characterization 
 
ESRR characterized the Site according to Table I, Closure Criteria for Soils Impacted by a Release, of Title 
19, Chapter 15, Part 29, Section 12 (19.15.29.12) of the New Mexico Administrative Code (NMAC). The 
following proximities were estimated: 
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o Between 1,000 feet and ½ mile of any continuously flowing watercourse or any other significant 
watercourse; 

o Between 1 and 5 miles of any lakebed, sinkhole or playa lake (measured from the ordinary high-water 
mark); 

o Greater than 5 miles of any occupied permanent residence, school, hospital, institution or church; 
o Between 1 and 5 miles of any spring or a private, domestic fresh water well used by less than five 

households for domestic or stock watering purposes; 
o Between 1 and 5 miles of any other freshwater well or spring; 
o Greater than 5 miles of any incorporated municipal boundary or a defined municipal fresh water well field 

covered under a municipal ordinance;  
o Between 1,000 feet and ½ mile of any wetland;  
o Greater than 5 miles of any subsurface mine;   
o Overlying an unstable area (i.e. critical/ high/ medium karst potential); and 
o Greater than 5 miles of a 100-year floodplain. 

 
Receptor details used to determine the Site characterization are included in Figure 1B and Figure 1C. 
Referenced Well Records for the closest depth to water well are attached. 
 
Based on the results from the desktop review, the Site is designated with medium karst potential with no 
depth to water wells within ½ mile with logged data no greater than 25 years old. Based on NMAC 
19.15.29.12, the following Closure Criteria was applied: 
 

Constituents of Concern (COCs) ………………………...............Closure Criteria‡ 
Chloride ………………………………………………………………………… 600 milligram per kilogram (mg/kg) 
Total Petroleum Hydrocarbon (TPH) ……………………………… 100 mg/kg 
Benzene .……………………….………………………………………………. 10 mg/kg 
Benzene, Toluene, Ethylbenzene, Total Xylenes (BTEX) .... 50 mg/kg 
‡

The reclamation concentration requirements of 600 mg/kg Chloride and 100 mg/kg TPH apply to the top 4 feet of areas to be  

immediately reclaimed following remediation pursuant to NMAC 19.15.17.13. 
TPH= Gasoline Range Organics + Diesel Range Organics + Oil Range Organics 
Laboratory Analytical Methods used: Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 300.0, EPA 8015 NM, EPA 8021 B  

 

Proposed Delineation Activities 

 
ESRR anticipates conducting initial delineation activities to assess the presence or absence of residual soil 
impacts associated with the AOC by means of hand tools and/ or mechanical equipment. Prior to any 
ground disturbance, ESRR will ensure a NM811 one call ticket is in place with cleared positive responses 
and that all underground facilities within the existing pipeline corridor have been clearly identified and/ 
or marked, while abiding to all one call requirements. 
 
Eleven delineation boreholes (HA-1 through HA-11) will be advanced within the AOC and sixteen 
delineation boreholes (HA-12 through HA-27) around the AOC. Delineation activities will be driven by field 
screening soil for chloride utilizing QuanTab® test strips.  
 
Approximately two to three soil samples, at minimum, will be collected from each delineation borehole, 
representing the highest observed field screening concentration and/or the greatest depth. Delineation 
soil samples will be placed directly into lab provided pre-cleaned jars, packed with minimal void space, 
labeled, and placed on ice. The delineation soil samples will then be transported under strict chain-of-
custody procedures, to Eurofins in Carlsbad, New Mexico, for analysis of the COCs. The locations of all 
proposed delineation soil samples are shown in Figure 2. 
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Proposed Remediation Plan 

 

 Prior to any use of mechanical equipment in areas outside of the MPLX ROW, MPLX will acquire a 
Right-of-Entry (ROE) from the NMSLO. 
  

o MPLX will adhere to all compliance requirements for the Cultural Protection (CPP) Rule 
(19.2.24 NMAC). 

 

 MPLX will conduct excavation activities to remove any impacted soil greater than the Site Closure 
Criteria and/ or the reclamation standard. 

 

o Excavation depths and total area will be subject to the soil sampling results from the 
proposed delineation activities above. 

 

 Impacted soil will be transported to a nearby landfill facility for disposal under MPLX approved 
waste manifests. 
 

 Once remediation activities are complete and receipt of final confirmation soil sample results 
indicates soil concentrations below the Site Closure Criteria and/ or the reclamation standard, 
MPLX will have the excavation backfilled with clean, locally sourced soil and restored to “as close 
to it’s original state” as possible. 

 
Proposed Schedule 
 
MPLX anticipates beginning the proposed delineation activities outlined above, beginning                             
October 2025. Remediation and restoration activities are anticipated to commence within 90 days of 
discovery of the release. A 90-day extension will be requested if any of the above activities are delayed 
due to any unforeseen circumstances. 
 
ESRR will complete a Closure Request Report detailing excavation activities and subsequent soil sampling 
events by the remediation closure report due date of January 12, 2026.  
 
If you have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to contact Gilbert Moreno at                        
(832) 541-7719 or gmoreno@earthsys.net. Documentation and correspondence notifications are 
attached. 
  
Sincerely, 
 
EARTH SYSTEMS RESPONSE & RESTORATION 
 

                                                                                                                         Kris Williams 
Gilbert Moreno                                                                                              Kris Williams, CHMM, REM 
Carlsbad Operations Manager/ Project Geologist                                   Principal 
 
cc:    Tanner Jason, Marathon Petroleum 
         New Mexico State Land Office 
 
Attachments: 

Figure 1 - Site Map 
Figure 1A - Release Extent 
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Figure 1B - Ground Water 
 
Figure 1C - Karst Potential 
Figure 2 - Proposed Delineation Soil Sample Locations 
Referenced Well Records 
Photographic Documentation 
NMOCD Email Documentation & Correspondance 
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MPLX - East Loop 20" HP
GPS: 32.086111°,-103.621111°

Lea County, New Mexico

Figure 1 – Site Map

Source: NMOCD Oil and Gas Map

East Loop 20" HP
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MPLX - East Loop 20" HP
GPS: 32.086111°,-103.621111°

Lea County, New Mexico

Figure 1A – Release Extent

Source: Google Earth Pro Map 2025
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MPLX - East Loop 20" HP
GPS: 32.086111°,-103.621111°

Lea County, New Mexico

Figure 1B – Ground Water

C-04537
DTW: 280’

Source: NMOCD Oil and Gas Map
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Source: BLM CFO Karst Map

MPLX - East Loop 20" HP
GPS: 32.086111°,-103.621111°

Lea County, New Mexico

Figure 1C – Karst Potential

East Loop 20" HP
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MPLX - East Loop 20" HP
GPS: 32.086111°,-103.621111°

Lea County, New Mexico

Figure 2 – Proposed Delineation Soil Sample Locations

Source: Google Earth Pro Map 2025
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PHOTO 1: Southeastern view during initial site assessment by Contractor (Primoris). 10/14/2025 

 

PHOTO 2: Southeastern view during initial site assessment by Contractor (Primoris). 10/14/2025 



 
 

 

PHOTO 3: Southeastern view during initial site assessment by Contractor (Primoris). 10/14/2025 

 

PHOTO 4: Northeastern view of site assessment activities. 10/17/2025 



 
 

 

 

PHOTO 5: Northeastern view of site assessment activities. 10/17/2025 

 

PHOTO 6: Northeastern view of site assessment activities. 10/17/2025 



 

 

 

PHOTO 7: Northeastern view of site assessment activities. 10/17/2025 

 

PHOTO 8: Northeastern view of site assessment activities. 10/17/2025 



 

 

 

PHOTO 9: Northeastern view of site assessment activities. 10/17/2025 

 

PHOTO 10: Northeastern view of site assessment activities. 10/17/2025 
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�_efìl_e
̂_]fgb
\j_kxms
dks
̂\f]fh\ld]]s
e_ke\xr_
d̀_de
dkj
ap_
drf\jdkl_b
n\k\n\�dxfkb
f̀n\xhdxfk
n_deì_e
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����
��������	�������	
���	�ô����ù�����ûû��û��õú�û�	����ü�������������	������	
����������û�����	�����������	���û���û
�ú	
�
��	���� 	��		���	úû 	�	
��ù�����!���	���"�#�"�$ù!""%������		���	����	
����û���û
��ü�õú�û�	���&ü�����ü��û������	���� 	������	��	��û��������ú��û��������	�	��	���û���
����	��������������
���	�	�ú	������	��û��������	��û������	����	�	��	
� 	�������	�����	���	úû 	�	
�ù!""�
�����	��	��û�����������������	����	���	����ú�� ���	��û��õú�û�	���'ü������������û�������	���	ü���ú�$���%ü������	�û��	
����������
���	����	
�
���������û�	��������û
�����û������
��	úû 	���
���	��	��������
��������	�����(û�(
���������	��û�	��ü��û������ú	�
�����������ú�� ���	����	�����ú����	
����������
������	
���	��������
û��
��������û���	�ö���������û�	���	����û�	ú��û��$ö��%�"��	��óôõö÷ü�ö����û����	��	���û �
	���������û���û
�������û��
���ûú		
�
������ú�
	����	�û������û����óû����ú���û��û��"	�	��	�$óõ"%���
���öû��	ú�� 	�ú��û��)û���ö(����$)û���ö(���%*����������	�û��	
�������+!�����������	
������	��û����������û���	�����û�������,-./0���ø��ø�����1��2����ô345-.6470�ô����ù�����ûû�8.-./0�ó	
�ô	��úû94:7.;0��	�944<=67-./>0�?���@&���Aü(��?�&�����AB756=/7.�B,0��CD÷



���������	
��
��
������������������������������� !��"���#$��%��&�'��(�)�*��+��,��,������+,������������-��(��.�,�&���##)��-�+���*�����.�/���0���� �&��������� �&��  ��.�1%223�����4����+����5����6�1789"�6:�;<=3�-/����/�!����&4������ !���������&����6>���/�%2#?���&,��&�-����� �����������&��!�#� ���@�����7� ,����+�1#@73A�B�������������.��/�� ������/�����-�����&���� !�+�����&��  ����������+���&����*��&�##)�+,���4�+���A�8/�������-�+������� !�+��,��&����&��  ���C,���&�����*�������+�-������&�A�8/���**����&� ����-�+�+/,������������������ !��"�<�#$D�/�-�4����4��,,����,�(+�������,�&��������4����+�&,� �-�����*�����/�����������++�+����������������A�?���4�������&������������4����+�*����/��&���.�&� ����-����+�/�&, �&������.������
�������������������&�-�  �������&,���&��!���������������*�#@7A�9##)������+������4���������&����+��������  �����+�*�����/��������*��/������&����,��� �������+�-�������� ���&A����

�'�.��&+��EFGHIJK�LMJINMOPQRSTPU�VWXQPYZ[S�\P[P]XQ̂�_QZ̀Xab�cXZRZ]dSbVe�fghgi�jkĵlmjn��Oe�fojki�gnp̂hhpl]qZQX[ZrXPQbsStSu[XbXPQbsStSu[Xb�
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Sante Fe Main Office 
Phone: (505) 476­3441

General Information 
Phone: (505) 629­6116

Online Phone Directory 
https://www.emnrd.nm.gov/ocd/contact­us

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

QUESTIONS

Action  518086

QUESTIONS
Operator:

MarkWest Energy West Texas Gas Company, L.L.C
1515 Arapahoe Street
Denver, CO 80202

OGRID:

329252
Action Number:

518086
Action Type:

[C­141] Initial C­141 (C­141­v­Initial)

QUESTIONS

Prerequisites

Incident ID (n#) nAPP2528933921

Incident Name NAPP2528933921 EAST LOOP 20" HP @ FAPP2125136221

Incident Type Produced Water Release

Incident Status Initial C­141 Received

Incident Facility [fAPP2125136221] Permian Natural Gas Gathering System

Location of Release Source

Please answer all the questions in this group.

Site Name East Loop 20" HP

Date Release Discovered 10/14/2025

Surface Owner State

Incident Details

Please answer all the questions in this group.

Incident Type Produced Water Release

Did this release result in a fire or is the result of a fire No

Did this release result in any injuries No

Has this release reached or does it have a reasonable probability of reaching a
watercourse

No

Has this release endangered or does it have a reasonable probability of
endangering public health

No

Has this release substantially damaged or will it substantially damage property or
the environment

No

Is this release of a volume that is or may with reasonable probability be
detrimental to fresh water

No

Nature and Volume of Release

Material(s) released, please answer all that apply below. Any calculations or specific justifications for the volumes provided should be attached to the follow­up C­141 submission.

Crude Oil Released (bbls) Details Not answered.

Produced Water Released (bbls) Details Cause: Other | Pipeline (Any) | Produced Water | Released: 1,200 BBL | Recovered: 586 BBL |
Lost: 614 BBL.

Is the concentration of chloride in the produced water >10,000 mg/l Yes

Condensate Released (bbls) Details Not answered.

Natural Gas Vented (Mcf) Details Not answered.

Natural Gas Flared (Mcf) Details Not answered.

Other Released Details Not answered.

Are there additional details for the questions above (i.e. any answer containing
Other, Specify, Unknown, and/or Fire, or any negative lost amounts)

Line strike during HDD.
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QUESTIONS (continued)
Operator:

MarkWest Energy West Texas Gas Company, L.L.C
1515 Arapahoe Street
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OGRID:
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Action Number:

518086
Action Type:

[C­141] Initial C­141 (C­141­v­Initial)

QUESTIONS

Nature and Volume of Release (continued)

Is this a gas only submission (i.e. only significant Mcf values reported) No, according to supplied volumes this does not appear to be a "gas only" report.

Was this a major release as defined by Subsection A of 19.15.29.7 NMAC Yes

Reasons why this would be considered a submission for a notification of a major
release

From paragraph A. "Major release" determine using: 
        (1) an unauthorized release of a volume, excluding gases, of 25 barrels or more.

With the implementation of the 19.15.27 NMAC (05/25/2021), venting and/or flaring of natural gas (i.e. gas only) are to be submitted on the C­129 form.

Initial Response

The responsible party must undertake the following actions immediately unless they could create a safety hazard that would result in injury.

The source of the release has been stopped True

The impacted area has been secured to protect human health and the
environment True

Released materials have been contained via the use of berms or dikes, absorbent
pads, or other containment devices True

All free liquids and recoverable materials have been removed and managed
appropriately True

If all the actions described above have not been undertaken, explain why Further excavation work needed to ensure all free liquids and recoverable material are
removed and managed appropriately.

Per Paragraph (4) of Subsection B of 19.15.29.8 NMAC the responsible party may commence remediation immediately after discovery of a release. If remediation has begun, please prepare and attach a narrative of
actions to date in the follow­up C­141 submission. If remedial efforts have been successfully completed or if the release occurred within a lined containment area (see Subparagraph (a) of Paragraph (5) of
Subsection A of 19.15.29.11 NMAC), please prepare and attach all information needed for closure evaluation in the follow­up C­141 submission.

I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand that pursuant to OCD rules and regulations all operators are required
to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which may endanger public health or the environment. The acceptance of a C­141 report by
the OCD does not relieve the operator of liability should their operations have failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to groundwater, surface
water, human health or the environment. In addition, OCD acceptance of a C­141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any other federal, state, or
local laws and/or regulations.

I hereby agree and sign off to the above statement

Name: Michael Tyler
Title: Environmental Specialist
Email: mgtyler@marathonpetroleum.com
Date: 10/23/2025
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QUESTIONS (continued)
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[C­141] Initial C­141 (C­141­v­Initial)

QUESTIONS

Site Characterization

Please answer all the questions in this group (only required when seeking remediation plan approval and beyond). This information must be provided to the appropriate district office no later than 90 days after the
release discovery date.

What is the shallowest depth to groundwater beneath the area affected by the
release in feet below ground surface (ft bgs) Between 100 and 500 (ft.)

What method was used to determine the depth to ground water NM OSE iWaters Database Search

Did this release impact groundwater or surface water No

What is the minimum distance, between the closest lateral extents of the release and the following surface areas:

A continuously flowing watercourse or any other significant watercourse Between 1000 (ft.) and ½ (mi.)

Any lakebed, sinkhole, or playa lake (measured from the ordinary high­water mark) Between 1 and 5 (mi.)

An occupied permanent residence, school, hospital, institution, or church Greater than 5 (mi.)

A spring or a private domestic fresh water well used by less than five households
for domestic or stock watering purposes Between 1 and 5 (mi.)

Any other fresh water well or spring Between 1 and 5 (mi.)

Incorporated municipal boundaries or a defined municipal fresh water well field Greater than 5 (mi.)

A wetland Between 1000 (ft.) and ½ (mi.)

A subsurface mine Greater than 5 (mi.)

An (non­karst) unstable area Zero feet, overlying, or within area

Categorize the risk of this well / site being in a karst geology Medium

A 100­year floodplain Greater than 5 (mi.)

Did the release impact areas not on an exploration, development, production, or
storage site No

Remediation Plan

Please answer all the questions that apply or are indicated. This information must be provided to the appropriate district office no later than 90 days after the release discovery date.

Requesting a remediation plan approval with this submission No
The OCD recognizes that proposed remediation measures may have to be minimally adjusted in accordance with the physical realities encountered during remediation. If the responsible party has any need to
significantly deviate from the remediation plan proposed, then it should consult with the division to determine if another remediation plan submission is required.
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Action  518086

CONDITIONS
Operator:

MarkWest Energy West Texas Gas Company, L.L.C
1515 Arapahoe Street
Denver, CO 80202

OGRID:

329252
Action Number:

518086
Action Type:

[C­141] Initial C­141 (C­141­v­Initial)

CONDITIONS

Created
By

Condition Condition Date

nvelez None 10/24/2025
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