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PIT DESIGN: 

1. This pit will be for the cu�ngs from the drilling/coring of the well.   
2. These wells are air drilled and use very litle fluid. 
3. The fluid used will be considered low chloride fluids. 
4. Due to the nature of the fluids, the volume, and the rela�ve small size, we are asking for 

an exemp�on to the exis�ng 2H:1V slope ra�o.   
a. Typical Permian Basin pits are over 50,000 sq �, this pit will be 2% of that size, at 

roughly 1,200 sq �. 
5. By using a more aggressive slope ra�o, we can reduce the surface impact by 66%.   
6. This design also accounts for the 2’ of freeboard. 
7. The pit will have fencing around it for obvious safety reasons.  
8. Pit botom will be free of rocks and any sharp debris that could tear the 20 mil liner that 

will be used. 
9. Construc�on will avoid excessive stress-strain on the liner by screening the subgrade for 

deleterious materials and rock and using geotex�le where needed, u�lized experienced 
personnel for the installa�on of the liner, taking care when unrolling liner material and 
limi�ng the use of any machinery that could damage the liner. 

10. The liner will anchored on all sides. 
11. The design includes a berm and bar ditch around the en�rety of the pit to prevent run 

off surface water. The berm will be maintained from construc�on to closure 
12. No ven�ng or flaring of gas will take place during the construc�on, use, and closure of 

the pit and, as such, the en�rety of the pit will be lined. 

 

 









District I
1625 N. French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240
Phone:(575) 393­6161 Fax:(575) 393­0720

District II
811 S. First St., Artesia, NM 88210
Phone:(575) 748­1283 Fax:(575) 748­9720

District III
1000 Rio Brazos Rd., Aztec, NM 87410
Phone:(505) 334­6178 Fax:(505) 334­6170

District IV
1220 S. St Francis Dr., Santa Fe, NM 87505
Phone:(505) 476­3470 Fax:(505) 476­3462

State of New Mexico
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources

Oil Conservation Division
1220 S. St Francis Dr.
Santa Fe, NM 87505

CONDITIONS

Action  263527

CONDITIONS
Operator:

Wapiti Operating, LLC
1251 Lumpkin Rd
Houston, TX 77043

OGRID:

328741
Action Number:

263527
Action Type:

[C­144] Temporary Pit Plan (C­144T)

CONDITIONS

Created By Condition Condition
Date

vvenegas NMOCD has reviewed and approved [328741] Wapiti Operating, LLC’s, Application and Form C­144 received on 09/10/2023, for the proposed 30­007­
20995 VPR A #585 TEMPORARY PIT NON­LOW CHLORIDE FLUIDS in J­28­32N­20E, Colfax County, New Mexico. Wapiti will comply with the
conditions of approval. [328741] Wapiti Operating, LLC shall design, construct, operate, maintain, and close 30­007­20995 VPR A #585 TEMPORARY PIT
NON­LOW CHLORIDE FLUIDS in
compliance with 19.15.17 NMAC. [328741] Wapiti shall construct and operate the temporary pit in a safe manner to prevent contamination of fresh water and
protect public health and the environment.

9/15/2023


