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VI. Separation Equipment 

Separation equipment will be sized by construction engineering staff based on stated manufacturer daily throughput 
capacities and anticipated daily production rates to ensure adequate capacity. Closed vent system piping, compression 
needs, and VRUs will be sized utilizing modeling software to ensure adequate capacity for anticipated production volumes 
and conditions. Production composition and the volumes will be utilized as inputs to a process model which predicts 
relative amounts of gas, oil and water throughout the process. The high-volume case will be used to size equipment, piping 
and instrumentation.  

Each well has a dedicated 3-phase separator and gas from that separator is taken directly to gas sales. Facility piping and 
pipeline will be sized to allow peak volumes to flow with minimal pressure loss and deliver to the midstream gatherer at an 
acceptable pressure. Water will be conveyed directly to tankage. Oil from 3-phase separators will be conveyed to a heated 
separator for enhanced liquid-liquid separation and degassing. Vapors from the heater treater are routed to flare. Oil and 
water storage tanks vapor outlets utilize a closed vent vapor system to ensure all working & breathing and flashing losses 
are routed to the flare which is sized to accommodate peak expected production volume. Flash volumes are estimated 
using the high-volume case. 

 

VII. Operational Practices 

The operator will ensure pipeline connectivity before producing hydrocarbons and will operate a closed vent vapor capture 
system that is designed to capture all associated and evolved gas during normal operation. Venting will only occur during 
maintenance activities or equipment failure. The operator may utilize the following from Section 3 for its operations to 
minimize flaring: 

A. The operator will maximize the recovery of natural gas by minimizing the waste, as defined by 19.15.2 NMAC, of 
natural gas through venting and flaring. The operator will ensure that well(s) will be connected to a natural gas 
gathering system with sufficient capacity to transport natural gas. If there is no adequate takeaway for the gas, 
compression will be added to deliver volumes that are produced. Well production may also be curtailed to 
manage the flow of gas and not overrun compression. 
 

B. All drilling operations will be equipped with a rig flare located at least 100' from the nearest surface hole. Rig flare 
will be utilized to combust any natural gas that is brought to surface during normal drilling operations. 
 

C. During completion operations any natural gas brought to surface will be flared. Immediately following the finish 
of completion operations, all well flowback will be directed to permanent separation equipment. Produced 
natural gas from separation equipment will be sent to sales. It is not anticipated that gas will not meet pipeline 
standards; however, if natural gas does not meet gathering pipeline quality specifications, the operator will flare 
the natural gas for up to 60 days or until the natural gas meets the pipeline quality specifications, whichever is 
sooner. The operator will ensure that the flare is sized properly and is equipped with automatic igniter or 
continuous pilot. The gas sample will be analyzed twice per week and the gas will be routed into a gathering 
system as soon as pipeline specifications are met. 
 

D. Natural gas will not be flared with the exceptions and provisions listed in the 19.15.27.8 D.(I) through (4). If there 
is no adequate takeaway for the separator gas, well(s) will be curtailed until the natural gas gathering system is 
available with exception of emergency or malfunction situations. Venting and/or flaring volumes will be measured 
using a total flow meter and reported appropriately. 
 

E. The operator will comply with the performance standards requirements and provisions listed in 19.15.27.8 E.(l) 
through (8). All equipment will be designed and sized to handle maximum anticipated pressures and throughputs 
to minimize the waste. Production storage tanks constructed after May 25, 2021, will be equipped with automatic 
gauging system. Flares constructed after May 25, 2021, will be equipped with automatic igniter or continuous 
pilot. Flares will be located at least 100' from the well and storage tanks unless otherwise approved by the division. 
The operator will conduct AVO inspections as described in 19.15.27.8 E (5) (a) with frequencies specified in 
19.15.27.8 E (5) (b) and (c). All emergencies will be resolved as quickly and safely as feasible to minimize waste. 
 

F. The volume of natural gas that is vented or flared as the result of malfunction or emergency during drilling and 
completions operations will be estimated. The volume of natural gas that is vented, flared, or beneficially used 
during production operations, will be measured, or estimated. The operator will install equipment to measure the 
volume of natural gas flared from existing process piping, or a flowline piped from equipment such as high-



pressure separators, heater treaters, or vapor recovery units associated with a well or facility associated with a 
well authorized by an APD issued after May 25, 2021, that has an average daily production greater than 60 Mcf/day. 
If metering is not practicable due to circumstances such as low flow rate or low pressure venting and flaring, the 
operator will estimate the volume of vented or flared natural gas. Measuring equipment will conform to industry 
standards and will not be designed or equipped with a manifold that allows the diversion of natural gas around 
the metering element except for the sole purpose of inspecting and servicing the measurement equipment. 

 

VIII. Best Management Practices 

The operator utilizes automated engineering controls included in facility design to minimize venting and flaring. 
Additionally, operator’s SOP support the minimization of flare and venting.  

If the main gas outlet becomes unavailable and pressure increases on the outlet sales line, produced gas will be routed 
directly to the facility flare. The facility control system will alert personnel to the need for maintenance and appropriate 
response to the temporary flaring event. The facility design includes a closed vent vapor capture system to route flash from 
the heater treater and tanks to the flare. For maintenance activities, the operator will utilize the facility flare to blowdown 
equipment and piping whenever practical to minimize venting. 
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