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State of New Mexico 
Energy, Minerals and Natural Resources Department 

Susana Martinez 
Governor' 

John Bemis 
Cabinet Secretary 

Brett F.Woods, Ph.D. 
Deputy Cabinet Secretary 

July 31, 2012 

Ms. Philana Thompson 
Agua Moss, L.L.C. 
P.O. Box 600 
Farmington, New Mexico 87499 

RE: Partial Facility.Closure Plan Review 
Agua Moss, L .L .C . - Commercial Surface Waste Management Facility 
Permit NM-1-009: Sunco Class I Injection Facility 
Location: Section 2, Township 29 North, Range 12 West, NMPM 
San Juan County, New Mexico 

Dear Ms. Thompson: 

The Oil Conservation Division (OCD) has reviewed Agua Moss, L.L.C.'s (Agua Moss) partial 
facility closure plan, dated July 18, 2012, for the closure of the unlined earthen evaporation pond at 
the OCD permitted commercial surface waste management facility: Sunco Class I Injection Facility 
Permit NM-1-009. Based on the information provided, the partial facility closure plan is hereby 
approved with the following understandings and conditions: 

1. Agua Moss shall comply with all applicable requirements of the Surface Waste Management 
Facilities Rule (19.15.36 NMAC), the Oil and Gas Act (Chapter 70, Article 2 NMSA 1978), and 
all conditions specified in this approval; 

2. Agua Moss shall ensure that the closure activities identified in the July 18, 2012 
submittal are completed as proposed in the closure plan; 

3. ' Agua Moss shall excavate and remove any visual surface contamination within and 
surrounding the unlined earthen evaporation pond footprint. The contaminated soils shall 
be disposed at an OCD approved facility; 

4. Agua Moss shall ensure that any backfilling and contouring at the facijity. shall be 
completed in a manner to prevent erosion and ponding of water; 

Jami Bailey 
Division Director 
Oil Conservation Division 

Oil Conservation Division 
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Phone (505) 476-3440 • Fax (505) 476-3462 • www.emnrd.state.nm.us 



Agua Moss. LLC 
NM-1-009 
July 31, 2012 
Page 2 of 2 

5. Agua Moss shall obtain the appropriate permit modification request approvals prior to 
implementing the alternative to re-vegetation as proposed in the July 18, 2012 partial 
facility closure plan; 

6. Agua Moss shall submit a closure report at the completion of the closure activities that 
summarizes the closure activities, including but not limited to, identification of material 
disposal facilities; sampling results; backfilling and contouring activities; a contour map; 
the alternative to re-vegetation; re-vegetation seeding mixture and application rates; and 
photo documentation; 

7. Agua Moss shall submit a permit modification request, including associated closure 
plans, and obtain OCD approval prior to relocating any features approved under Permit 
NM-1-009; and 

8. Agua Moss shall submit a permit modification request and obtain OCD approval prior to 
removing and/or relocating any features approved under the Permit UICI-005. Such 
requests should be submitted to Mr. Carl Chavez of the Environmental Bureau in OCD's 
Santa Fe office. 

Please be advised that approval of this request does not relieve Agua Moss of liability if its 
operations result in pollution of surface water, ground water, or the environment. Nor' does 
approval relieve Agua Moss of its responsibility to comply with any other applicable 
governmental authority's rules and regulations. 

If there are any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me at (505) 476-
3487 or brad.a.iones@state.nm.us. 

Brad>i>Jj2nesJ 
Environmental Engineer 

BAJ/baj 

cc; OCD District III Office, Aztec 
Carl Chavez, OCD Environmental Bureau, Santa Fe 
Merrion Oil & Gas Corp., Philana Thompson, 610 Reilly Ave., Farmington NM 87401 

Sincerely, 



Partial Closure Plan 

Unlined Evaporation Pondf 

NM1-9 

Agua Moss, LLC 

PO Box 600 

Farmington, NM 87499 

July 18th 2012 



Action Estimated Schedule 

Effective Date of Closure Date the NMOCD grants approval 
Samples collected and analyzed Within 5 days of closure approval 
Results from soil samples submitted to NMOCD and 
requests to either dispose of the soil or begin to 
backfill pond. 

Within 2 days of receiving analytical results 

Begin backfilling pond Approximately 3 weeks 



Agua Moss, LLC 

PO Box 600 

Farmington, NM 87499 

Future Surface (NM1-009): 

1) Requesting partial closure to NM1-9. Agua Moss, LLC requests to close the unused, unlined earthen 

evaporation pond in compliance with regulations and the facility permit, (closure plan attached) 

2) Closure of other surface sites permitted under NM1-009 will be submitted pursuant to the conditions 

specified in Permit NM1-009 and the applicable provisions of 19.15.36 NMAC prior to closure at a later 

date. 

3) Re-locate the above grade tank battery, below grade sumps {on steel impoundment #1 that has a shale 

shaker attached, the shaker will be removed before re-location. The plans for removal and re-location 

will be outlined in a separate plan to be submitted to the NMOCD NM1-009) and office to a location near 

the injection well to reduce the footprint of the final disposal facility. A separate permit modification 

with closure plan request will be submitted under NM1-O09for relocation of the below grade sumps. 



The Sunco Class I Injection facility covers approximately 3.9 acres. The majority of the property is bare 

ground. Trucks enter the facility from County Road 3500. 

Partial Closure Plan" Unlined Evaporation Pond NM1-9 

A. Pond and pit closure. Agua Moss, LLC shall ensure that: 

1) There are no liquids in the unlined evaporation pond 

2) There is no equipment associated with the unlined evaporation pond that will need to be 

removed. 

3) The site of the un-lined evaporation pond will be sampled, in accordance with the procedures 

specified in chapter nine of EPA publication SW-846, test methods for evaluating solid waste, 

physical/chemical methods for TPH, BTEX, metals and other inorganics listed in Subsections A and 

B of 20.6.2.3103 NMAC, in accordance with a gridded plat of the site containing at least four 

equal sections that the division has approved (see attachment A testing plans and plat); and 

4) The sample results will be submitted to the environmental bureau in the division's Santa Fe 

office. 

5) The un-lined evaporation pond will then be backfilled with non waste containing earthen 

material, and the surface will be restored as outlined in attached diagrams. 

B. Un-lined evaporation pond post closure: The post closure for this un-lined pond will not occur until the 

entire surface facility is closed. If there has been a release discovered during closure of this un-lined 

pond to the vadose zone or to ground water, then Agua Moss, LLC shall comply with the applicable 

requirements of Remediation 19.15.30 NMAC and Release Notification 19.15.29 NMAC. 

C. 19.15.36.18 G Alternatives to re-vegetation. If the landowner contemplates use of the land where a cell 

or surface waste management facility is located for purposes inconsistent with re-vegetation, the 

landowner may, with division approval, implement an alternative surface treatment appropriate for the 

contemplated use, provided that the alternative treatment will effectively prevent erosion. If the division 

approves an alternative to re-vegetation, it shall not release the portion of the operator's financial 

assurance reserved for post-closure until the landowner has obtained necessary regulatory approvals 

and begun implementation of such alternative use. 

1) Agua Moss, LLC plans to utilize the surface facility where the un-lined evaporation pond is located 

for placement of tank battery and office facility so that it is closer to the injection well to reduce 

the footprint of the final disposal facility layout, therefore re-vegetation of the location of the 

current un-lined evaporation pond would be inconsistent with re-vegetation for the planned 

future use of the facility. Agua Moss, LLC would like to request division approval to implement an 

alternative surface treatment consistent with the facilities future use. (see attachment C 

Sediment and Erosion prevention plan) 



Attachment A 

Soil Sampling 

1. Sampling will be conducted by a third party operator: 

Envirotech, Inc. 

5796 HWY 64 

Farmington, NM 87401 

(505) 632-0615 

2. Collect soil sample from 6" to 12" from the surface. 

3. The site of the un-lined evaporation pond will be sampled, in accordance with the procedures 
specified in chapter nine of EPA publication SW-846, test methods for evaluating solid waste, 
physical/chemical methods for TPH, BTEX, metals and other inorganics listed in Subsections A 
and B of 20.6.2.3103 NMAC, in accordance with a gridded plat of the site containing at least 
four equal sections that the division has approved. 

4. Sample results will be provided to the Santa Fe Environmental Bureau prior to backfilling the 
unlined evaporation pond. 

5. In the event that the samples show that they are above acceptable standards then Agua Moss, 
LLC shall comply with the applicable requirements of 19.15.29 NMAC and/or 19.15.30 NMAC. 





Attachment C 

Sediment and Erosion Control Plan 

Drainage at the site is primarily by sheet flow to the north. The site is relatively flat with drainage to the west 

from the south end of the facility, and from the north end of the facility drainage would be north. If significant 

erosion begins to occur at the Sunco Facility area, this section will be updated to include a description of the 

structural, vegetative, and/or stabilization BMP's that will be implemented to limit erosion. 

A. 19.15.36.18 G Alternatives to re-vegetation. If the landowner contemplates use of the land where a cell 

or surface waste management facility is located for purposes inconsistent with re-vegetation, the 

landowner may, with division approval, implement an alternative surface treatment appropriate for the 

contemplated use, provided that the alternative treatment will effectively prevent erosion. If the division 

approves an alternative to re-vegetation, it shall not release the portion of the operator's financial 

assurance reserved for post-closure until the landowner has obtained necessary regulatory approvals 

and begun implementation of such alternative use. 

1) Agua Moss, LLC plans to utilize the surface facility where the un-lined evaporation pond is located 

for placement of tank battery and office facility so that it is closer to the injection well to reduce 

the footprint of the final disposal facility layout, therefore re-vegetation of the entire location of 

the current un-lined evaporation pond would be inconsistent with re-vegetation for the planned 

future use of the facility. Agua Moss, LLC would like to request division approval to implement an 

alternative surface treatment consistent with the facilities future use. (See attached diagrams) 

i. Agua Moss, LLC shall re-vegetate the unused portion of the site. Re-vegetation shall 

consist of establishment of a vegetative cover equal to 70 percent of the native perennial 

vegetative cover (un-impacted by overgrazing; fire or other intrusion damaging to native 

vegetation) or scientifically documented ecological description consisting of at least three 

native plant species, including at least one grass, but not including noxious weeds, and 

maintenance of that cover through two successive growing seasons, (see attached aerial 

photo for designation) 

ii. Agua Moss, LLC will utilize wattle's on the slopes (see picture & description) along with 

straw mulching. Gravel and water will be utilized for compaction on the areas that will be 

driven on. 

If it becomes necessary sediment control structures will be installed where needed to slow or redirect runoff 

and trap sediment. 



Straw Wattle 

Erosion control and Sediment Retention Wattles (ESW) or Slope Interruption 
Devices (SID) commonly known as Wattles, are elongated tubes of compacted 
straw and/or other fibers that are installed along contours or at the base of slopes 
to help reduce soil erosion and retain sediment. They function by shortening slope 
length, reducing runoff water velocity, trapping dislodged soil particles and 
ameliorating the effects of slope steepness. Wattles are used as water flow 
dissipaters, trapping sediment when located prior to Drain Inlets (D.I.) etc. Wattles 
are highly effective when they are used in combination with other surface soil 
erosion/re-vegetation practices such as surface roughening, straw mulching, 
erosion control blankets, hydraulic mulching and application of bonded fiber matrix 
or other hydraulic soil stabilizers. Agua Moss will utilize wattles and straw mulching. 





Below Grade tanks/sumps 1-3 

Tank 
Battery 

Well Hea 
Q 

Pumps 

12' 



Emergency Contact List 

Facility Spill Response Coordinator: 
Philana Thompson 

Office (505) 324-5336 Cell (505) 486-1171 

Facility Spill Response Team Leader: 
Jeff Davis 

Office (505)632-3640. Cell (505) 330-1617 

National Response Center (800) 424-8802 

Police 911 

New Mexico State Police (505) 827-9300 After Hours (24 hr Emergency) 
(505) 827-3476 

Fire 911 

Hospital 9U 

State Emergency Response Center Normal Business flours 
(505) 476-9600 

After Normal Business Hours 
(505)476-9635 



QJgrisU 
1625 K French Dr., Hobbs, NM 88240 
QistosUi 
811 S. First St., Artesia. NM 88210 
District IH 
1000 Rio Brazos Road, Aztec, NM S74I0 
Pi«iwt IV 
1230 S. St. Francii Dr., SsnU Fe, NM 87505 

State of New Mexico 
Energy Minerals and Natural Resources 

Oil Conservation Division 
1220 South St. Francis Dr. 

Santa Fe, NM 87505 

Form C-141 
Reviled AuguttS, 2011 

Submit I Copy to appropriate District Office in 
accordance with 19.15:29 NMAC. 

Release Notification and Corrective Action 
OPERATOR Q Initial Report • Final Report 

Name of Company Contact 
Address Telephone No. 
Facility Name Facility Type 

Surface Owner Mineral Owner API No. 

LOCATION OF RELEASE 
Unit Utter Section Township Range Feet from the North/South Line Feet from the EastAVcst Une County 

Latitude Longltude_ 

NATURE i DF RELEASE 
Type of Release Volume of Release Volume Recovered 
Source of Release Date and Hour of Occurrence Date and Hour of Discovery 
Was Immediate Notice Given? 

D Yes Q No • Not Required 
ffYES.To Whom? 

By Whom? Date and Hour 
Was a Watercourse Reached? 

• Yes • No 
If YES, Volume Impacting the Watercourse. 

If a Watercourse was Impacted, Describe Fully.* 

Describe Cause of Problem and Remedial Action Taken.* 

Describe Area Affected and Cleanup Action Taken.* 

I hereby certify that the information given above is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and understand thai pursuant to NMOCD rules and 
regulations all operators are required to report and/or file certain release notifications and perform corrective actions for releases which may endanger 
public health or the environment. The acceptance of a C-l 41 report by the NMOCD marked as "Final Report" does not relieve the operator of liability 
should their operations have failed to adequately investigate and remediate contamination that pose a threat to ground water, surface water, human health 
or the environment. In addition, NMOCD acceptance of a C-141 report does not relieve the operator of responsibility for compliance with any other 
federal, stale, or local laws and/or regulations. ; ' 

Signature: 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

Approved by Environmeni.il Specialist: 
Printed Name: 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

Approved by Environmeni.il Specialist: 

Title: Approval Date: Expiration Date: 

E-mail Address; Conditions of Approval: Attached Q 

Date: Phone: 

Conditions of Approval: Attached Q 

* Attach Additional Sheets I f Necessary 



Th«« map ,8 a user generated static oUpm rrom an Interr* mapping Ma and w for general 







South End of Location: Detailed diagram 

Oil Storage Tank #0920052 300bbls 

Lined Evap Pond (leak detection) NM1-9 

Lined Skimmer Pond 750 bbls NM1-9 

#3 Pit (Steel 463 bbls) produce H20 & N . 4 1 - 0 0 9 

#2 Pit (Steel 636 bbls) produce H20 & Oil N 4 1 - 0 0 9 

#1 Pit (Steel 498 bbls) produce H20 &. Oil * M l - 0 0 9 

The South End of the facility is no longer being utilized by Agua Moss. 



North End of Location: Detailed diagram & Process description 

No longer located at facility 

Process: 

Truck arrives on location, unloads into settle tanks. Approximately every two days the tank contents are transferred to pump house #1 through two 

filter pots (Pump House #2 is back up) and then injected down well head located in the injection well house. 



West End of Location: Detailed Diagram of soil Mixing Containments 



Choked io tmoigd 
Steel Pit #1 (Shaker) 

Steel Sludge Pit 



Steel Pit #3 



Oil Storage tanks (#0920053 & 0920052) 



• Separator & Storage House 




