
MERIDIAN ©OL 

A p r i l 29, 1988 

Mr. W i l l i a m LeMay 
New Mexico O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
Post O f f i c e Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Dear Mr. LeMay: /t/e/</ (fee 7 
This i s a request f o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e approval f o r an unorthodox 
gas w e l l l o c a t i o n i n the Undesignated F r u i t l a n d Coal Pool. 

I t i s intended to loca t e the Meridian O i l Inc.'s Howell C Com #300 
at 2335" from the North l i n e and 460' from the East l i n e of 
Section 7, T-30-N, R-8-W, San Juan County, New Mexico. 

Archaeological problems makes i t impossible t o b u i l d an orthodox 
l o c a t i o n i n the northeast quarter of t h i s s e c t i o n . 

A copy of t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n i s being submitted t o a l l o f f s e t 
operators by c e r t i f i e d mail w i t h a request t h a t they f u r n i s h your 
Santa Fe o f f i c e w i t h a Waiver of Objection, and r e t u r n one copy to 
t h i s o f f i c e . 

P l a ts showing the proposed w e l l l o c a t i o n and the t e r r a i n i n 
Section 7, along w i t h an ownership p l a t , are attached. 

en c l . 

WAIVER 

hereby waives o b j e c t i o n t o Meridian O i l Inc.'s 
a p p l i c a t i o n f o r an unorthodox l o c a t i o n f o r t h e i r Howell C Com #300 
as proposed above. 
By: Date: 

cc: Tenneco O i l 

Meridian Oil Inc., 3535 East 30th St., P.O. Box 4289, Farmington, New Mexico 87499-4289, Telephone 505-327-0251 
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MER-iDIAN OIL INC. 

REMARKS: 

Well Name Howell C Com #300, Undesignated Frui t land 

Footage 2335' FNL, 460' FEL 

APPLICATION FOR NON-STANDARD LOCATION 
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( 1 ) M p r i r i i a n O i l Tnr 

(2) Tenneco Oil Company 
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DIVISION OF CONSERVATION ARCHAEOLOGY 

San Juan County 
Museum Association 

May 13, 1988 

Mr. Charles Werner 
Mer id ian O i l Co. 
P.O. Box 4289 

Farmington, New Mexico 87 499 

Dear Mr. Werner: 

Our r e p o r t on t h e a r c h a e o l o g i c a l survey of f o u r w e l l l o c a t i o n s near the 
Navajo Reservoi r and on Pump Mesa i s e n c l o s e d . One i s o l a t e was f o u n d . I t 
c o n s i s t e d of three Anasazi p l a i n grayware sherds l o c a t e d on the San Juan 30-6 
#463 w e l l pad. 

We have recommended clearance f o r a l l w e l l l o c a t i o n s . 

The BLM w i l l r e v i e w t h i s r e p o r t and make t h e f i n a l d e c i s i o n on 
a r chaeo log i ca l c learance f o r your p r o j e c t . 

Also enclosed i s an i n v o i c e f o r our s e r v i c e s . We have e n j o y e d w o r k i n g 
w i t h you and hope we can be of s e r v i c e a g a i n . I f you have any ques t ions , 
please c a l l us. We w i l l be happy to he lp you. 

S ince re ly , 

cc: BLM, Resource Area Manager, Farmington (3) 
Leonard Lord, EPNG 

Bradley J. D i l l i 
Staff Archaeologist On 

1 i °'Kr 

San Juan County Archaeological Research Center & Library 

975 U.S. Highway 64 • Farmington, New Mexico 87401 • (505) 632-2733 or 632-2013 



Project No. 53-88--C Cultural Resource Use Permit 
7-2920-87-D (NM BLM) 

An Archaeological Survey of 
Four Wells i n the Navajo Reservoir D i s t r i c t 

of San Juan and Rio Arriba Counties, Northwest 
New Mexico 

f o r 

Meridian O i l Co. 

Howell C Com #300 
Atla n t i c C #201 

Hale #353 
San Juan 30-6 Unit #463 

by 

Bradley J. D i l l i 
Staff Archaeologist 

Submitted by 

Margaret A. Powers 
Principal Investigator 

DIVISION OF CONSERVATION ARCHAEOLOGY 

Technical Report No. 1315 
San Juan County Archaeological Research Center and Library 

May 13, 1988 



ABSTRACT 

On May 4 and 5, 1988, the D i v i s i o n of Conservat ion Archaeology of the San 
Juan County Museum A s s o c i a t i o n comple t ed an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l survey of f o u r 
w e l l s (Howell C Com #300, A t l a n t i c C #201, Hale #353, San Juan 30-6 U n i t #463) 
and two access roads f o r Mer id i an O i l . The survey areas are l o c a t e d near the 
Navajo Reservoi r i n Rio A r r i b a County and on and near -Pump Mesa i n San Juan 
C o u n t y , new M e x i c o . T h r e e o f t h e w e l l s a re on l a n d s o l e l y under the 
j u r i s d i c t i o n of BLM. The A t l a n i c C #201 w e l l i s on p r i v a t e l y owned l a n d \ w i t h 
m i n e r a l s u n d e r t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e B u r e a u o f L a n d Managemen t . 
Approximate ly 27.9 acres were i n t e n s i v e l y i n v e n t o r i e d . 

A p o r t i o n of one p r e v i o u s l y recorded s i t e (LA107 27) i s i n the b u f f e r zone 
of the p roposed A t l a n t i c C #201 w e l l l o c a t i o n . I t c o n s i s t s of o n l y one 
r e m a i n i n g p o s t of an h i s t o r i c c o r r a l . One i s o l a t e d locus of Anasazi p l a i n 
gray ceramics was l o c a t e d on the San Juan U n i t #463 w e l l pad. 

The documenta t ion of the i s o l a t e i n the f i e l d has exhausted i t s research 
p o t e n t i a l . A r c h a e o l o g i c a l clearance i s recommended f o r a l l f o u r proposed w e l l 
l o c a t i o n s . 



INTRODUCTION 

On May 4 and 5, the D i v i s i o n of Conservat ion Archaeology (DCA) of the San 
Juan County Museum A s s o c i a t i o n conducted an a r c h a e o l o g i c a l survey f o r Mer id ian 
O i l Co. of Farmington, New Mexico. Charles Werner of M e r i d i a n O i l r e q u e s t e d 

- t h e survey on May 3 , 1988 and C h a r l e s Werner a d m i n i s t e r e d the p r o j e c t f o r 
Mer id ian O i l . Margaret A. Powers admin is te red the p r o j e c t f o r DCA. 

I n r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e l i m i t e d , nonrenewable n a t u r e of a r chaeo log ica l 
remains, the f e d e r a l government has enacted l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t i s de s igned t o 
conse rve and p r o t e c t these resources. The p r i n c i p a l l e g i s l a t i o n inc ludes the 
A n t i q u i t i e s Act of 1906 (PL 52-209) , t h e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Act of 1966 
(PL 89-665) and, as amended (PL 96-515) , the N a t i o n a l Environmental P o l i c y Act 
of 1969 (PL 91-852) , the 1971 Execut ive Order No. 11593, the A r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
and H i s t o r i c a l C o n s e r v a t i o n A c t of 1974 (PL 93-291) , and the Archaeo log ica l 
Resources P r o t e c t i o n Act of 1979 (PL 96-95) . I n a d d i t i o n , t h e N a v a j o N a t i o n 
and the s t a tes of A r i z o n a , New Mexico, Utah, and Colorado have enacted laws to 
ensure compl iance w i t h f e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n and t o p r o t e c t a r c h a e o l o g i c a l 
r e s o u r c e s w i t h i n t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n . Work undertaken i n the course of t h i s 
p r o j e c t i s i n t e n d e d t o comply w i t h these s t a t u t e s and i s governed by the 
s t i p u l a t i o n s of C u l t u r a l Resource Use Permit #7-2920-87-D (NM BLM). 

B r a d l e y J . D i l l i , DCA a r c h a e o l o g i s t , s u r v e y e d t h e p r o j e c t a r ea f o r 
c u l t u r a l r e m a i n s . O d e l l F a r l e y o f M e r i d i a n O i l Co. accompanied the 
a r chaeo log i s t d u r i n g the f i e l d w o r k . 

METHODS 

The area was surveyed by w a l k i n g a s e r i e s of l i n e a r t r a n s e c t s 
approximately 15m apart back and f o r t h across the proposed pad locations. The 
transects were walked i n a z i g z a g f a s h i o n t o ensure coverage of the 
intervening areas. A buffer zone 100ft (31m) wide was surveyed around each of 
the pad locations. The archaeologist recorded a l l c u l t u r a l remains. Those 
whose information p o t e n t i a l exceeded what could be extracted during the survey 
phase were assigned s i t e status. Other c u l t u r a l remains were documented as 
isolated l o c i (IL) . Pertinent environmental data were also recorded. 

In addition to f i e l d inspection, the archaeologist conducted a search of 
the records at DCA and the Farmington Resource Area, BLM on May 3, 1988 
to determine i f any sites had been recorded i n the p r o j e c t area. Site and 
project records required by the BLM and NMHPD were completed. 

PREVIOUSLY RECORDED SITES 

The record search revealed the presence of 18 s i t e s w i t h i n a one mile 
radius of the four project areas. A portion of the UNM #107 27 s i t e i s w i t h i n 
the buffer zone of the proposed At l a n t i c C #201 we l l pad. 

None of the s i t e s should be adversely e f f e c t e d by any of the project 
areas. 



P r e v i o u s l y r e c o r d e d s i t e s a re summarized 
Attachment-1 which i s p rov ided only t o the BLM. 

i n T a b l e 1 and are shown i n 

LA S i te # 

LA3419 

LA16478 

LA16817 

LA20895 

LA36600 
LA36601 
LA36606 
LA36607 
LA38067 

LA45742 

LA45758 
LA47 052 
LA49773 

LA53636 

LA54333 

Table 1, 

I n s t i t u t i o n # 

UNM 107 27 

SJC-214 

SJC-503 

DCA-85-204 

SJC-1339 
DCA-87-17 
DCA-88-81 

Previously Recorded Sites 

Description 

Unknown, ceramic/lithic scatter, groundstone 
Anasazi, Rosa Phase, possible j a c a l structure, 
depression, lithic/ceramic scatter 
Navajo, Gobernador Phase, 5 hogans, 2 sweat-
lodges, ceramic scatter 
Navajo, Gobernador Phase, possible b i n / c i s t , 
fire-cracked rock, lithic/ceramic scatter 
Navajo. Gobernador Phase, lithic/ceramic 
scatter 
Anasazi, Rosa Phase, lithic/ceramic scatter 
Anasazi, Rosa Phase, lithic/ceramic scatter 
Anasazi, Rosa Phase, lithic/ceramic scatter 
Anasazi, Rosa Phase, lithic/ceramic scatter 
Navajo, Gobernador Phase, hearth, l i t h i c / 
ceramic scatter 
Anasazi, Rosa Phase possible j a c a l structure, 
ceramic/lithic scatter 
Navajo, Histo r i c , ceramic scatter 
Navajo, ceramic scatter 
H i s t o r i c , 1846-1912, dugout, possible hearth, 
h i s t o r i c trash 
Navajo, Gobernador Phase, possible b i n / c i s t , 
groundstone, lithic/ceramic scatter 
Unknown ceramic/lithic scatter, groundstone 
Unknown hearth, mano 
Navajo, Dinetah/Gobernador Phase, possible 
brush structure, hearth, lithic/ceramic 
scatter 



PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Howell C Com #300 (Well Pad and Access Road) 

Legal Description: T30N, R8W, Section 7, SE 1/4 SE 1/4 NE 1/4 (well pad and 

(ir r e g u l a r section) access road) 
N.M.P.M., San Juan County, New Mexico 
2335' FNL, 460" FEL 

Map Source: U.S.G.S. 7.5' Archuleta, New Mexico (1985, provisional edition) 
(Figure 1) 

Land J u r i s d i c t i o n : BLM 

Elevation: 6300' 

Project Area: 300' x 300' (well pad) 

20' x 308' (access road) 

Surveyed Area: 500' x 500' ( w e l l pad w i t h b u f f e r ) 
75 ' x 308 ' (access road w i t h b u f f e r ) 
6.3 Acres (pad and access road w i t h b u f f e r ) 

D e s c r i p t i o n : The proposed w e l l pad i s i n sage f l a t s on pump Mesa above La 
Managa Canyon. The pad w i l l be over 5 0 0 f t east of an unnamed drainage t o La 
Managa Canyon and approx imate ly 1 1/2 mi le s nor thwest of the San Juan R i v e r . 
S o i l s i n the areas are of the Travessi l la-Weska-Rock outcrop complex (Keetch, 
1980). These shal low l i g h t brown sandy loams are t y p i c a l l y formed i n residuum 
der ived mainly f rom sandstone or shale . 

A sparse o v e r s t o r y of p i n y o n (Pinus e d u l i s ) / j u n i p e r ( Juniperus sp . ) i s 
p r e s e n t on the n o r t h and west edges of the pad. A f a i r l y dense unders to ry i s 
e s t i m a t e d a t 75% cove rage domina ted by sage ( A r t e m i s a i t r i d e n t a t a ) and 
c o m p o s i t e s , w i t h s c a t t e r e d o c c u r r e n c e s o f Mormon tea (Ephedra sp) , p r i c k l y 
pear c a c t u s (Opunida sp.) and broadleaf yucca (Yucca bacca ta ) , was es t imated 
a t 75% coverage. 

Access t o t h e p roposed w e l l pad w i l l be by c o n s t r u c t i n g an access road 
from the e x i s t i n g main ta ined w e l l road . The proposed access r o a d w i l l t r e n d 
t o t h e n o r t h / n o r t h w e s t f r o m t h e e x i s t i n g road t o t i e i n t o t h e s o u t h e a s t 
s ec t ion of the proposed w e l l pad approximate ly 94ra ( 3 0 8 f t ) away. 

C u l t u r a l Resources: No c u l t u r a l resources were f o u n d . 

Recommendations: A r c h a e o l o g i c a l c l e a r a n c e i s recommended f o r the p roposed 
Howell C Com #300 w e l l pad and access road. 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSERVATION^ .DIVISION 

AZTEC 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
BOX 2088 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87501 

DATE 1'-
RE: Proposed MC_ 

Proposed DHC 
Proposed NSL .y 
Proposed SWD 
Proposed WFX 
Proposed PMX 

DIglTF^qT-QFFICE!, \}<J 5*j"{ j J) 

f i W'AT 2 5 1988 
... 

OIL C0:\Si:KWV»'! j i \ f r / ' i A ; ^ , 

1000 nio onAzos ROAD 
AZTEC. NF.W MEXICO B7410 

15051 334-617B 

Gent Iemen: 

I have examined the application dated IZ> ~ ' 

Operator Lease and Well No. Unit, S-T-R 

and my recommendations are as follows: 

Yours truiy, 

Z.'\' 


