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February 19, 1990 

Mr. W i l l i a m LeMay 
New Mexico O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n 
P.O.Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Re:Unorthodox Gas Well Location 
Northeast Blanco Uni t No. 468 
415'FNL - 1215'FEL, Sec.35, T31N, R7W 
San Juan Co., New Mexico 

Dear Mr. LeMay; 

Blackwood & Nichols Co., L t d . requests a d m i n i s t r a t i v e approval 
of an exception to the footage requirements of Rule 7, R-8768 
fo r the subject w e l l , located i n the Basin F r u i t l a n d Coal Pool. 

This request i s f o r exception due to topography. A V i c i n i t y Map 
and C-102 are attached f o r your reference. Blackwood & Nichols 
i n v e s t i g a t e d the p o s s i b i l i t y of a l o c a t i o n at a standard footage 
l o c a t i o n south of the e x i s t i n g NEBU # 68 but could not f i t i t 
i n between the steep b l u f f s above Navajo Reservoir and the ROW 
f o r the two Northwest P i p e l i n e Corp. mainlines t h a t run adjacent 
to the l o c a t i o n . This l o c a t i o n i s 3500' from the nearest . 
F r u i t l a n d Coal w e l l proposed by Blackwood & Nichols Co., L t d . 
and 4200 1 from the nearest property l i n e of an o f f s e t operator. 

The east h a l f of Section 35, T31N, R7W, w i l l be dedicated t o 
t h i s w e l l . Blackwood & Nichols Co., L t d . has n o t i f i e d a l l 
operators of o f f s e t p r o r a t i o n u n i t s of t h i s request by c e r t i f i e d 
m a i l . 

! 

Your prompt c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s reques.t- i s appreciated. 

W i l l i a m F. Clark 
Operations Manager 
Blackwood & Nichols 

Co., L t d . 



NEW MEXICO O IL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

WELL LOCATION AND ACREAGE DEDICATION PLAT 

All dletancee muat tx from tha outar boundariaa of tha 3action. 

Fbcm C-102 
Supersedes C-/28 
Effective 1-1-55 

Operator 

BLACKWOOD & NICHOLS CO., LTD 
Leaae 

NORTHEAST BLANCO UNIT 
Wall No. 

4 6 8 

Unit Lattar 

A 
Section 

35 
Townahip 

31 N o r t h 
Rang* 

7 West 
County 

San Juan County 
Actual Footag* Location of Walli 

4 1 5 faat from th* n o r t h Una and 1215 feet from the e a s t line 
Ground Lava l Elev; 

6323 ( U . G . ) 
Producing Formation 

F r u i t l a n d Coal 
Pool 

Basin F r u i t l a n d Coal 
Dedicated AcTeaqer 

320 
Acres 

1. Outline the acreage dedicated to the subject well by colored pencil or hachure marks on the plat below. 

2. If more than one lease is dedicated to the well, outline each and identify the ownership thereof (both as to working 
interest and royalty). 

3. If more than one leaae of different ownership is dedicated to the well, have the interests of all owners been consoli­
dated by communitization, unitization, force-pooling, etc? 

Yes • No If answer is "yea." type of consolidation U n i t i z a t i o n 

If answer is "no," list the owners and tract descriptions which have actually been consolidated. (Use reverse side of 
this form if necessary.) , 
No allowable will be assigned to the well until all interests have been consolidated (by communitization, unitization, 
forced-pooling, or otherwise) or until a non-standard unit, eliminating such interests, has been approved by the Commis­
sion. 
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CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify that th* Information con­

tained heroin Is frue and complete to the 

best of my knowledge and belief. 

Name 

William F. Clark 

Poeltlon 

Operations Manager 

Company 

Blackwood & Nichols Co. 

Date 

December 7, 1989 

/ hereby certify that the wall location 

shown on this plat was plottod from field 

notes of actual surveys made by me or 

under my supervision, and that the same 

Is frue and correct ro fhe be»f of my 

knowledge and belief. 

Date Surveyed 

November 14, 1989 
Reqlatered Professional Engineer 
and/or Land Surveyor y ) / 

A l l i s o n L. Kroeqer,PLS 
Certificate No. 

79 2 2 
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STATE OF l\/£W MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

GARREY CARRUTHERS POST OFFICE BOX 20BB 
GOVERNOR STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE. MEW MEXICO 87504 
(505) 827-5800 

March 12, 1990 

Blackwood & Nichols Co. 
P.O. Box 1237 
Durango, CO 81302 

Attention: William F. Clark 

RE: Unorthodox coal gas well location 
application, Northeast Blanco Unit Well No. 
468, 415' FNL - 1215' FEL, A-35-T31N-
R7W, Basin-Fruitland Coal Gas Pool, San 
Juan County, New Mexico. 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

The copy of the topo map attached to the subject filing was of poor quality and showed 
very little detail. Please supplement your filing with a better, more readable copy. Also 
I was somewhat unclear why the location could not be moved to the east of the No. 68 well, 
please address this issue in detail, include a schematic of the well pads if needed. 

Further, please indicate on the supplemental plat all offsetting operators and include a copy 
of the return receipt of all offset operators contacted. 

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter. 

Michael E. Stogner 
Petroleum Engineer 

MES/ag 

cc: Oil Conservation Division - Aztec 
US Bureau of Land Management - Farmington 
US Bureau of Reclamation - Durango 



STATE OF MEW MEXICO 

ENERGY, MINERALS AND NATURAL RESOURCES DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 

GARREY CARRUTHERS POST OFFICE BOX 20B8 
GOVERNOR STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 87504 
(505) 827-5800 

March 7, 1990 

US Bureau of Reclamation 
Durango Projects Office 
P.O. Box 640 
Durango, CO 81302-0640 

Attention: Steve Sacks 
Projects Manager 

RE: Unorthodox coal gas well location 
application, Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd., 
Northeast Blanco Unit Well No. 468, 415' 
FNL -1215'FEL (Unit H), 35-T31N-R7W, 
Basin-Fruitland Coal Gas Pool, San Juan 
County, New Mexico. 

Dear Mr. Sacks: 

Enclosed please find a copy of an unorthodox coal gas well location request that the 
NMOCD received on March 1, 1990. This information is being provided for your records 
since the well is within your jurisdiction. Should you have any comments or suggestions, 
please contact me. 

Chief Hearing Officer/Engineer 

MES/ag 

cc: US Bureau of Land Management - Farmington 
Oil Conservation Division - Aztec 
Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd. - Durango 



BLACKWOOD fie N ICHOLS CO.. LTD. 
P.O. BOX 1237 

DURANGO. COLORADO 8T302-1237 

(303) 247-0728 

February 19, 1990 

Mr. William LeMay 
New Mexico O i l Conservation Division 
P.O.Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501 

Re:Unorthodox Gas Well Location 
Northeast Blanco Unit No. 468 
415'FNL - 1215'FEL, Sec.35, T31N, R7W 
San Juan Co., New Mexico 

Dear Mr. LeMay; 

Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd. requests administrative approval 
of an exception to the footage requirements of Rule 7, R-8768 
for the subject w e l l , located i n the Basin F r u i t l a n d Coal Pool. 

This request i s for exception due to topography. A V i c i n i t y Map 
and C-102 are attached for your reference. Blackwood & Nichols 
investigated the p o s s i b i l i t y of a l o c a t i o n at a standard footage 
l o c a t i o n south of the e x i s t i n g NEBU # 68 but could not f i t i t 
i n between the steep b l u f f s above Navajo Reservoir and the ROW 
for the two Northwest Pipeline Corp. mainlines t h a t run adjacent 
to the l o c a t i o n . This l o c a t i o n i s 3500 r from the nearest 
F r u i t l a n d Coal w e l l proposed by Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd. 
and 4200' from the nearest property l i n e of an o f f s e t operator. 

The east h a l f of Section 35, T31N, R7W, w i l l be dedicated to 
t h i s w e l l . Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd. has n o t i f i e d a l l 
operators of o f f s e t p r o r a t i o n u n i t s of t h i s request by c e r t i f i e d 
mail. 

Your prompt consideration of t h i s request i s appreciated. 

Sincerely 

William F. Clark 
Operations Manager 
Blackwood & Nichols 

Co., Ltd. 



NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

WELL LOCATION AND ACREAGE DEDICATION PLAT 

Ail dlataaeae suet be (ram «e outer bcundwlo at the Seetlon. 

Fbna C-103 
Soseriede* C-I2I 
Effective l-i-fS 

Operator 

BLACKWOOD & NICHOLS C O . , L T D . 
Lecae 

NORTHEAST BLANCO UNIT 
w«u No. 

468 
Unit Latin 

A 
Section 

35 
Townahip 

31 North 
Rang* 

7 West 
County 

San Juan County 
Actual Foe tag a Location oi Weill 

4 1 5 (MI (tea th* n o r t h tin* and 1215 I m from th* e a s t Una 
Ground Laval Claw: 

6323 ( U . G . ) 
Producing Formation 

F r u i t l a n d Coal 
Pool 

Basin F r u i t l a n d Coal 
Dedicated Acreage; 

320 Aerea 

1. Outline the acreage dedicated to the sabject well by colored pencil or hechure marks on the plat below. 

2. If mora than one lease ia dedicated to the well, outline each and identify the ownership thereof (both as to working 
intereat and royalty). 

3. If more than one leaae of different ownership is dedicated to the well, have the interests of all owners been consoli­
dated by communitization, unitization, force-pooling, etc? 

Q j Yes • No If answer ia "yeal' type of conaolidation Unit izat ion 

If answer is "no," Hat the owners and tract descriptions which have actually been consolidated. (Use reverse side of 
this form if »«y ^ 
No allowable will be aaaigsed to the well until all interests have been consolidated (by communitization, unitization, 
forced-pooling, or otherwise)or until a non-standard unit, eliminating such interesu, has been approved by th» Commis­
sion. 
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CERTIFICATION 

' I hereby certify that thm Information eon-

talned heroin It true and complete re thm 

besf of my ImowVac'ge and belief.' s^Ss C\ 

Nona 
William F . Clark 

Position 
Operations Manager 

Company 
Blackwood & Nichols Co. 

Oate 
December 7, 1989 

f hanky canity thai tha mall location 

thwwn an rh/« plat mat plattad from field 

mra* ef actual survey* mode by ma ar 

vnemt my tvtmrrielan, and thai fhe tama 

It true and eerreet ra tha bast of my 

knamladta and belief. 

Data Surveyed 
November 14, 1989 

Registered Professional Engineer . 
and/or Land Surveyor ) / 

A l l i s o n L. Kroeqer,PLS 
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BLACKWOOD 3 NICHOLS CO, LTD. 
A R E A M A P 

NEBU N o . 468 i n S e c . 3 5 , T . 3 1 N . , R. 7 W. 
N . M . P . M . - SAN JUAN COUNTY, N . M . 

Date: N o v e m b e r , 1 9 8 9 S c a l e : 1 " = 2 0 0 0 ' 

DURANGO, COLO. 



^ - T P V A T ' . O W DIVISION 

MERIDIAN d L ^ ' " RECEIVED 

-30 HBR16 RH 8 40 

March 13, 1990 

Mr. William LeMay 
New Mexico O i l Conservation Division 
Post Office Box 2088 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87503 

Re: Application f o r Unorthodox Location 
Northeast Blanco Unit #468 
Section 35, T-31-N, R-7-W 
San Juan County, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. LeMay: 

Per the request of Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd., please f i n d enclosed 
Meridian O i l Inc.'s b a l l o t indicating no objection to the unorthodox location 
for the Northeast Blanco Unit #468 well. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

Alan Alexander 
Senior Staff Landman 

AA: gm 
Enclosure 

NM-115 

cc: Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd. 

1+ 

Meridian Oil Inc., 3535 East 30th St., P.O. Box 4289, Farmington, New Mexico 87499-4289, Telephone 505-327-0251 



B L A C K W O O D & N I C H O L S C O . , LTD. 
P.O. BOX 1 2 3 7 

DURANGO. C O L O R A D O 8 1 3 0 2 - 1 2 3 7 

( 3 0 3 ) 2 4 7 - 0 7 2 8 

February 19, 1990 

Meridian O i l Company 
P.O.Box 4289 
Farmington, New Mexico 87499 

Re:Unorthodox Gas Well Location 
Northeast Blanco U n i t No. 468 
415'FNL - 1215'FEL, Sec.35, T31N, R7W 
San Juan Co., New Mexico 

Gentlemen: 

Blackwood & Nichols Co., L t d . requests t h a t you waive o b j e c t i o n 
t o the subject unorthodox l o c a t i o n . This w e l l o f f s e t s your 
p r o p e r t i e s t o the east and south. The l o c a t i o n i s non standard 
due t o e x i s t i n g topography and does maintain the minimum footage 
seperation p r e scribed by the NMOCD t o any e x i s t i n g or proposed 
F r u i t l a n d coal w e l l s operated by your company. 

Your prompt c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s request i s appreciated. 

W i l l i a m F. Clark 
Operations Manager 
Blackwood & Nichols 

Co., L t d . 



Waiver of Objection 

Meridian O i l Company hereby waives objection to the proposed 
unorthodox location of the Northeast Blanco Unit No. 468. 

By: r-^frJWcO*? QL-~ . Date: ^//o/Vo 



B L A C K W O O D & N I C H O L S C O . , LTD. 
P.O. BOX 1237 

DURANGO, COLORADO 81302-1237 

003) 247-0728 (NORTHWEST PIPEUNf 
CORPORATION 

March 2 1 , 1990 22 W 

Northwest P i p e l i n e Corporation 
3539 East 30th S t r e e t 
Farmington, NM 87401 
A t t n : Paul Thompson 

Re: Unorthodox Gas Well Location 
Northeast Blanco U n i t No. 468 
415' FNL - 1215" FEL, Sec. 35, T31N, R7W 
San Juan, New Mexico 

Dear Paul: 

Blackwood & Nichols Co., L t d . requests t h a t you waive o b j e c t i o n t o 
the s u b j e c t unorthodox l o c a t i o n . This w e l l o f f s e t s your p r o p e r t i e s 
t o the southeast. The l o c a t i o n i s non standard due t o e x i s t i n g 
topography and does maintain the minimum footage separation 
p r e s c r i b e d by the NMOCD t o any e x i s t i n g or proposed F r u i t l a n d coal 
w e l l s operated by your company. 

Your prompt c o n s i d e r a t i o n of t h i s request i s appreciated. 

W i l l i a m F. Clark 
Operations Manager 
Blackwood & Nichols Co., L t d . 

WFC/kb 



Waiver of Objection 

Northwest Pipeline hereby waives objection t o the proposed 
unorthodox location of the Northeast Blanco Unit No. 468. 

By: C^. / / ^ y s ^ l Date: 3/3.2./ ?0 



INTENTIONAL OMISSIONS 

The following document(s) have been intentionally omitted from this file due to the 
indicated reasons. 

FILE # A/SC £LlgJ 

DESCRIPTION OF OMITTED DOCUMENTS 

OMITTED DOCUMENT REASON OMITTED 



KcOEiVAC^WOOD & NICHOLS CO., LTD. 
P.O. BOX 1237 

'30 ft PR 6 fif] gURAjslGO. COLORADO 81302-1237 
(303) 247-0728 

March 28, 1990 

Mr. Michael E. Stogner 
O i l Conservation Division 
P.O. Box 2088 
State Land Office Building 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504 

Re: Northwest Blanco Unit Well No .114 6 8 a/ 415' FNL - 1215' FEL; 
Section 35 - T31N- R7W. Basin ̂ rjii±.land Coal Gas Pool. San 
Juan County, New Mexico. Unorthodox Coal Gas Well Location 
Application. 

Dear Mr. Stogner: 

Please accept our apologies f o r sending you a very poor q u a l i t y 
topographical map with our unorthodox request. The enclosed 
supplemental map and project area description from the NEBU #468 
Archeological Report, has the proposed location spotted and the 
well pad and construction zone out l i n e t o the correct scale. I 
have also located the Northwest Pipeline's 30" main gas l i n e and 
the NEBU #68 Mesa Verde w e l l . The supplemental map more c l e a r l y 
supports the o r i g i n a l proposed location a f t e r taking i n t o account 
a l l topographical and manmade features the o r i g i n a l map f a i l e d to 
explain. 

Based on the topographical map and our f i e l d surveys, the area 
south and east of the #68 i s t o small to allow f o r an open hole, 
completion type, coalbed methane well t o be d r i l l e d i n a safe 
manner. 

The NEBU #468 proration u n i t i s bordered on a l l four sided by 
Blackwood & Nichols. The only o f f s e t proration u n i t i s located 
adjacent to the southeast corner. Meridian has operated the west 
hal f of section 1, T30N, R7W, under a designation of agent with 
Northwest Pipeline and was mistakenly sent a Waiver of Objection 
Request. Northwest Pipeline i s currently i n the process of 
tr a n s f e r r i n g operatorship to P h i l l i p s Petroleum Company. Both 
Northwest Pipeline and P h i l l i p s have been sent a Waiver Proposal. 
As per your request, a Northeast Blanco Unit map with o f f s e t t i n g 
operators i f also enclosed. 



O i l Conservation - Page 2 
March 2B, 1990 

Blackwood & Nichols believes the NEBU #468 i s prudently located and 
w i l l economically develop the natural resources. Please advise i f 
you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Jim Abbey 
Geologist 
BLACKWOOD & NICHOLS CO., LTD 

Attachments 

JA/kb 



B L A C K W O O D & N I C H O L S C O . , L T D . 
P.O. BOX 1237 

DURANGO. COLORADO 81302-1237 

(303) 247-0728 

March 28, 1990 

P h i l l i p s Petroleum Company 
3 00 West A r r i n g t o n , S u i t e 200 
Farmington , New Mexico 87401 
A t t n : Mr. Jay Kieke 

Re: Unorthodox Gas Well Location 
Northeast Blanco Unit No. 468 
415' FNL - 1215' FEL, Sec. 35, 
San Juan County, New Mexico 

T31N, R7W 

Dear Mr. Kieke: 

Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd. requests t h a t you waive objection t o 
the subject unorthodox l o c a t i o n . This w e l l o f f s e t s you properties 
t o the southeast. The loc a t i o n i s non standard due t o e x i s t i n g 
topography and does maintain the minimum footage separation 
prescribed by the NMOCD to any e x i s t i n g or proposed F r u i t l a n d coal 
wells operated by your company. 

Your prompt consideration of t h i s request i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

m. 
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3. Article Addressed to: 
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300 West A r r i n g t o n , S u i t e 200 
Farmington , NM 87401 
A t t n : Mr. J a y K i e k e 
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B L A C K W O O D & N I C H O L S C O . , LTD. 
P.O. BOX 1237 

DURANGO, COLORADO 81302-1237 

(303) 247-0728 

March 21, 1990 

Northwest Pipeline Corporation 
3539 East 30th Street 
Farmington, NM 87401 
Attn: Paul Thompson 

Re: Unorthodox Gas Well Location 
Northeast Blanco Unit No. 468 
415' FNL - 12151 FEL, Sec. 35, 
San Juan, New Mexico 

T31N, R7W 

Dear Paul: 

Blackwood & Nichols Co., Ltd. requests that you waive objection to 
the subject unorthodox location. This well offsets your properties 
to the southeast. The location i s non standard due to existing 
topography and does maintain the minimum footage separation 
prescribed by the NMOCD to any existing or proposed Fruitland coal 
wells operated by your company. 
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Your prompt consideration of this request i s appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

P StT 175 007 
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(Extra charge) • ' . (Extra charge) • . : 
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Mr. Paul Thompson 
Northwest P i p e l i n e Corp. 
3539 East 30th S t r e e t 
Farmington, NM 87401 

5. Signature — Addrassee l x 
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PROJECT AREA 

Northeast Blanco Unit 468 

Legal Description: T.31 N, R. 7 W, Section 35, W 1/2 NE 1/4 NE 1/4 
E 1/2 NW 1/4 NE 1/4 

Section 35 , 415' F/NL, 1215' F/EL 

New Mexico Prime Meridian, San Juan County, New Mexico, 6323' Elevation 

Map Source: U.S.G.S. 7.5' Pine River, New Mexico 1954 (Photorevised 1971) 

Land Jurisdiction: Bureau of Land Management, Farmington Resource Area 

Project Area: 350' x 250' (well pad) 
450' x 350' (well pad & construction zone) 

Surveyed Area: 650' x 550' (well pad, construction and buffer zones) 
Acres: 8.20 

Environment: The project area is on a finger of Burnt Mesa on the east side of 
Negro Andy Canyon overlooking Navajo Reservoir to the south. The area to the 
east is an east-facing slope which is steep and heavily cobbled the entire way 
down to the reservoir. The area immediately north of the existing pad (NEBU 
68) and south of the center stake, is a pinyon and juniper woodland with sandy 
s o i l . The 10 to 15% cover consists of pinyon and juniper, sagebrush, grasses, 
forbs, snakeweed, prickly pear cactus and narrow leaf yucca. There are also 
sandstone outcrops ranging in size from pebbles to boulders. Two whole, but 
cracked petrified logs are present, as are numerous "chunks" of petrif i e d wood 
on the west side of the location. North of the center stake is a chained area 
with a 35% cover of sagebrush, grasses, forbs and prickly pear cactus. 

Project Description: The project consists of a gas well near existing well pad 
NEBU 68. An existing pipeline parallels the west side of the proposed well. 

Cultural Resources: No sites or isolated locus were found during the survey. 

Recommendations: Archaeological clearance is recommended. 



„YV>'A'V',\ AI L: IJJ: NLiW MliXICU 

ENERGY m> MINERALS D f f A R J M ^ 
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION," r ' F | V E D 

AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICE n L v C , v 

nr.Y CMUumiEiis >CJQ flflR 8 9 13 liKKinm i.iiiftznr. ncim; 
AZlEC.Nrw MEXICO 07410 

GOVERNOH 15051 33«-0170 

Date 

Oil Connervation Division 
P.O. Box 2000 
Santa Vo, NM 075O4-2O00 

He: Proposed MC__ 
Proposed DI1C 
Proposed HGb Ar" 
Proposed SWD 
Proponed WFX 
Proposed FMX 

Gentlemen: 

1 have examined tho a p p l i c a t i o n dated oP " 3 - ^ f ) 

for \.\x*_/fi%£<^^ 
Operator Lea3e & Well No. 

.A./-?£^S_.$f/£cuiLj&i and "i/ recommendations are as follows: 
Unit, iJ-T-li 

Yours t r u l y , 



STATE OP NEW MEXICO 

ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 
OIL CONSEnVATION4DfVJSlbN"Wiv 0/VISJ6N 

AZTEC DISTRICT OFFICECEiVED 

:REY CARRUTHERS •'QC\ fiPR 1 o nm . ^ ^ ^ ? u 
GOVERNOR 

'On nnn uwo mo i.w*i\7or. now) 
J U n r H j .W flm Q 1 -1 AZIEC.MPWMF.KIC0 07410 

A , J i l l ' J J . 1 (505)334-0170 

Date 

Oil Conservation Division 
P.O. Box 2000 
Ganta Fe, NM 87504-2000 

Re: rroposed HC 
Proposed DUG 
Proposed NSL J f 
Proposed SWD_1__ 
Proposed WFX 
Proposed PMX 

Gentlemen 

I have examined the application dated -j*^ f* " F# 

Yours t r u l y , 


