


£2) ARCADIS

Infrastructure, environment, facilities o

CERTIFIED MAIL
RETURN RECEIPT NO. 7002 2410 0001 5813 0080

Mr. Edward Hansen

New Mexico Energy, Minerals, & Natural Resources Dept.
Oil Conservation Division, Environmental Bureau

1220 S. St. Francis Drive

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

RE: Request to Replace Groundwater Monitoring Well MW-3
N-6 Pipeline Leak, West County Road Site, Hobbs SWD System
Unit N SEC. 5 & 6, T19S, R38E, Lea County, New Mexico
NMOCD Case# 1R487

Mr. Hansen:

On behalf of Rice Operating Company (ROC), ARCADIS respectfully submits this
response to your request regarding ROC’s request to replace monitoring well MW-3
and install a new monitoring well MW-3R to be completed in the upper Ogallala
Formation. Your request and our response follow. NMOCD requested:

1. Any groundwater chemistry data for the site older than 2002

Groundwater monitoring well summary tables that include the historical groundwater
chemistry data for the site are attached. Chloride concentrations in MW-3 have
varied, but have overall decreased since the highest concentration (11,094 milligrams
per liter) was detected in the groundwater sample collected on December 15, 2000.

2. Any groundwater chemistry data of the nearby wells at a deeper depth
(i.e., similar depth as MW-3)

Available records including the Office of State Engineer of New Mexico and the
United States Geological Survey were accessed and queried. No wells were
identified within one mile of the site. An aerial photograph showing a one-mile
radius of the site is attached.

ROC understands that at a minimum, MW-3 must be sampled for at least 4 additional
quarters in order to demonstrate 8 quarters of below standards for BTEX. ROC may
choose to further delay replacement of MW-3.

Imagine the result
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Date:

May 11, 2010

Contact:

Sharon E. Hall
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432 687-5400

Email:
shall@arcadis-us.com

Our ref:

MT000821.0001



ARCADIS

ROC was the service provider (agent) for the Hobbs SWD System and has no
ownership of any portion of the pipeline, well or facility. The Hobbs SWD System
was owned by a consortium of oil producers, System Parties, who provide operating

- capital on a percentage ownership/usage basis. The Hobbs SWD System has been
abandoned.

Thank you for your consideration concerning this request. Should you have any

questions regarding this request, please do not hesitate to contact Hack Conder (575
393-9174) or me.

Very truly yours,
ARCADIS

ram €4

Sharon E. Hall
Associate Vice President

attachments:  One Mile Radius Water Well Inventory
Groundwater Monitoring Results Tables

cc: Hack Conder - ROC
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