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19.15.17.13 CLOSURE AND SITE RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS:

A. Closure plans. A closure plan that an operator submits in an application or registration pursuant to 
Subsection B of 19.15.17.9 NMAC, or any other closure plan required pursuant to 19.15.17 NMAC, shall describe 
the proposed closure method and the proposed procedures and protocols to implement and complete the closure.

B. Closure plans for a multi-well fluid management pit shall be filed with the appropriate division 
district office and shall describe the proposed procedures and protocols for the removal of all unused stimulation 
liquids and the disposition of liner materials and other pit contents.

C. Closure where wastes are destined for disposal at division approved off-site facilities. This 
subsection applies to permanent pits, temporary pits, multi-well fluid management pits, drying pads and tanks 
associated with closed-loop systems and below-grade tanks.

(1) Notwithstanding the following, the operator of any pit or below-grade tank shall not commence 
closure without first obtaining approval of the closure plan submitted with the permit application or registration 
pursuant to 19.15.17.9 NMAC.

(2) The operator shall close the pit, drying pad or below-grade tank by first removing all contents 
and, if applicable, synthetic liners and transferring those materials to a division approved facility.

(3) The operator shall test the soils beneath the pit, drying pad for closed-loop system or below-grade 
tank as follows.

(a) At a minimum, a five point composite sample to include any obvious stained or wet soils, 
or other evidence of contamination shall be taken under the liner or the below-grade tank and that sample shall be 
analyzed for the constituents listed in Table 1 of 19.15.17.13 NMAC.

(b) If any contaminant concentration is higher than the parameters listed in Table I of
19.15.17.13 NMAC, the division may require additional delineation upon review of the results and the operator must 
receive approval before proceeding with closure.

(c) If all contaminant concentrations are less than or equal to the parameters listed in Table I of
19.15.17.13 NMAC, then the operator can proceed to backfill the pit, pad, or excavation with non-waste containing, 
uncontaminated, earthen material.

19.15.34.14 CLOSURE AND SITE RECLAMATION REQUIREMENTS FOR RECYCLING 
CONTAINMENTS:

A. Once the operator has ceased operations, the operator shall remove all fluids within 60 days and 
close the containment within six months from the date the operator ceases operations from the containment for use. 
The division district office may grant an extension for the removal of all fluids not to exceed two months. The 
division district office may grant an extension to close the containment not to exceed six months. If the operator 
wants to use the containment for a purpose other than recycling then the operator must have that use approved or 
permitted by the division in accordance with the appropriate rules.

B. The operator shall close a recycling containment by first removing all fluids, contents and 
synthetic liners and transferring these materials to a division approved facility.

C. The operator shall test the soils beneath the containment for contamination with a five-point 
composite sample which includes stained or wet soils, if any, and that sample shall be analyzed for the constituents 
listed in Table I below.

(1) If any contaminant concentration is higher than the parameters listed in Table I, the 
division may require additional delineation upon review of the results and the operator must receive approval before 
proceeding with closure.

(2) If all contaminant concentrations are less than or equal to the parameters listed in Table I, 
then the operator can proceed to backfill with non-waste containing, uncontaminated, earthen material.


