
ISBJC QOO! fc^jo'D nabubui *00£ !Bnu qu fbift-A- ,£jbco 53$ bnc lio Ins^r v^isl ?£•'*. 3?trA '1 n

 V?-T- •.«.•t f 
Honorable Governor Bill Richardson cfmti vvi- ^November ;12yi200Z'S;j c<:& iio JJA no „>;;!;••' 
State CapitobSuite^O.̂ /TsoH IUO 'ic fees ie&i 0C*\£ be.ls:;o! sak ifsw wsn & bsqqsiq nojonlhud ^ O : nJ 
SantaFey NM:i 8^501r1tiss bofovg^xs no:!pnilutG ,qoo! bs?ob fee-tjupe's Jsrij sixo sbs&A orii'vin-viuD 

tetff^fetiMc 5 ij-;iinisjr.0D liq o»'J bns :>•<!?. ^rb *ito b3vom an S»1T .bsttwfc asw D;RSESEIMED,:N0V;;1 5;I20Q7 
Subject:iePropblsed IJIM0CD pit^egulatio'nsnsJLeb^s^iu bns j-onstou jlai ««w taNi«h yn^^o-to '1r>uom& 
Dear Governor Richardson .(^.obalunsi D^sAio 
sril e&w sHj bns y:D 3iU o5 b-snislcjrnoa noJenfliua .p»?iA **o vJD ~;tf oi Jiq b^tsoesi aw r̂ r-'vV 

We are w'riting^psasksyourtocpleaseisupport the; more .stringentoiewsproposed iNMOGD pit: nule's:for oilsv:?* 
and gas>aevelopmenteiThereiar.esm 
projected 20,000+ more will be drilled over the next 20 years;?oEaehjof/tiese?welte^ 
Some of them are lined with plastic and some are unlined. Each of these pits may contain toxic waste as 
vralictetedfoy/itheiirandb 
and many of them are on private land:naed sri.1 f>? iuc no ?COQ ;sriw antysn'S -JQ\ -tO !2Sc»orl zucr&jYHjn 
For many decades, the oil and gas industry has been allowed to leave the drilling waste effluent material 
iriftheion'site-pifcwhichjs covereUupiwith dirt] after the:well is dcilled.ecWe doinobknow^oCahyidthens; ,A 
industry that'is allowed ltd buryctheibwaste materialcbnrpnivateiOr/ipublie !land>cdo~you|3 Regardlessiofs 
industî rdaims;;manyrbf!>the)companies; are'notiC^ 
neighborhood. We are surrounded by at least 20i:gas wellSjthatiareiiess.thanrbne ihalfiimilejfrom our/itiJ 
home. Another new well was recently staked east of our home on public land. 

' aJnsDixo') zmmi b&f&tsbi ?r/i ''COMH- -Ml ooJ a£>s> sri* lie nsrb isjfed 3-»s won £Dst s«tf *v :|i8H 
Our home ns jiri theiCitykof Aztec ̂ 'adjacent jto/ithejKokopelli::' subdivision?withapproximatelylil80:hom;es.iD 
In the past few years, five new wells with various reserve pit violations have'ibeenrdrillediinsouteJ 
neighborhood. Three major companies and one privately owned company are responsible for the known 
pit violations on these five wells. All of the problem pits were.teportedrtoiNMOGDiand othenageneies»en? 
and are documented. Four of these well sites with problem pits are located on heavily used City pfnt rfia 
Aztec recreational land granted to the city by BLM in the W s . One of the wells is on private land. All 
of these wells are in the Hampton Arroyo Animas iRiveit'dnainage. sned&2 006 IIBMDM nsnsW bf ,5 Y9b»r!8 

We are enclosingccbpyl ofrour/C)^ 
and mailed to NMOCD, In our comments, we described only two incidents of our personal health 
problems and environmental and safety concerns wittofocrtcof compliance^ r^weCpltS'^aY/our^horae.jn3 
If you would like information on the other three cases that we have photographed and documented, we 
can provide the information to you. 

The corporate giants are wailing that disposal of the drilling waste will cost too much. What price can 
be put on safe, clean water and environment and the health of the people who must coexist with oil and 
gas? 

The waste disposal costs may cut into corporate profits but, that cost should be factored into the 
expenses of drilling. The plastic liners and potentially toxic pit contents should not be buried on 
private and public lands for someone in the future to clean up. We have witnessed that during the pit 
"reclamation" process, the flimsy plastic liner is often torn by the heavy equipment which allows the pit 
contents to be released into the soil. 

The steel tank closed loop system is basically leak proof and keeps the effluent packaged in steel tanks. 
If the operator abides by current pit rules and regulations, after completion of the well, the fluid in the 

pit evaporates for a few months, then the company is supposed to haul away the remaining fluids for 
proper disposal. That leaves the sediment in the bottom of the pit. The new rule would require that the 
remaining sediment be hauled to a disposal facility which involves only a few more truck loads of the 
solid waste. 



The City of Aztec has fairly stringent oil and gas codes, which up until 2004, included closed loop steel 
tanks on ALL oil and gasCdmlling sites'intthe city limits. qr^b K biH k>.o tOr! -v/u0 > uoionoH 
In 2004, Burlington prepped a new well site located 2,400 feet east of our home.0Instead?65i;.c,b3 sdsic 
complying with Aztec's code that required closed loop, Burlington excavated an earthen.'pit and IjnedubeS 
with plastic. The ̂ drilling was started. The rig moved off the site and the pit containing a substantial 
amount of drilling fluids, was left unfenced and unattended(anotheroviolatibn btBllMy NMOGDfand>€jtyj"; 
of Aztec regulations). ;\ak':mrb\% X\,-BVCO vvee 
When we reported this pit to the City of Aztec, Burlington complained to the City and the result was the 
revisedscstrippedidowri version.of 'Oiliandrgasscodes. > v The-dbsed lpopiregulation:was>replaced by am s\V 
allowance f̂on;therplastiGjlined;earthe'n=reserye"̂  tn:. 
systems^if the-welLiswithin^O&feetcbfehomes.^ ' l i er!-* AVJ b?'!i-b -..j -nom -̂000,01 bsiDsfoiq 
es siecw aixoJ nisvs.-.o ytSvYi £?;q seed? lo rt;«o3 .bsniiiKu ?>v> s/no..: un' ^Ivs;^ .-.'jiw bsna sns fr.i*tf x -Wi'A 

Thes'eirdocumentedtnonscom City LimitSiofAztecdbi plain; view'ofisbbbv 
numerous houses! Can you imagine what goes on out in the boondocks? • - no m tm'A- »o Yn.vn bf* 
isnstern Jnsuffb s:?cv*« un;i!hb 3f1l avsaW bewoffe nssc' asr? vv-.'j:%'' bns rc seo-.it'Au yiwm 

At least;2O>0O0!new;s wellsiare to\be drilled in the'San Juan Basin bfiNew;:Mexico.;- OurfareaM environment, 
has a'lreadyfoeervlegrad^^ many decades, d clhe>risksi bf ;mbfev;aub 
contaminationsGahnotfcohtinuetj Pleaseldon't allowtheioibandigas:industry.to:cohtinueithe-praetieejofbt]; 
burying wastencbntaminationxn ;pi#ate>and5piiblie landDK lass! ic yd beo- 'ucmu* STB jW bc^rnerirlQan 

•bftSl ?ilddq HO »nod 1UO Yo ba>isl:; vbnr>;n «»3W Il9\'-* v.'sn *«5*tfor\ .^trtc-r) 
Half of the facts now are better than all the facts too late. NMOCD has identified serious toxicants 

containedCiftrthe pits ;(>pointsodrces)).'ivSinfee'th'ese:areipoiht;sourees pollutants/ let theu !. n«'0 
industry take-careiof'thiseproblenri NOW!1 :.>v lie '3v:33'. atuoh*..- rthw eltew v.»sr< svft va". iatq snj fil 
f:v.'on,i 9r::i r!- aitilpnoqs^ fns ynsqr-Xi..> bsnvc visfr-vliq sno bns -s-fif.q'/H'G iofis-v- .boc/hoof^is-'; 

Thank you jfonybuF envir^m^htaliconcerns.?:^v^ &j;q rn9itioiq e-i-; ie HA .«.itew* .Aa 3a?*a ;\* wol'v/M'Si-i 
Sincerely'̂ Q bosu ylivsar! bstaiq/b-o r/.c, nBkioisrqk^ i 2 ^ | ^ i W 'i<-'ô  .^dflytirrivtf- bne; 

Shtfley and Warren McNall 96CKS^^ena^fete5^^;5^M ;0r^^ c ^ ^ n o i T - a - '1 9i3 •« .v*« ^ ' to 
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