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Subject: :Commentson‘RioposedPit Rules S Rule! 505+ berusigmon oW mmiet pott Bigemmon
Pleasg-acceptimyccoriments foritherecord asfollowsiz rineyias  xoiz au pablsn fig 2in! moi who
The State:of:New:Mexico:enforcement.agencies] should-adopt: and enforce<morefstr|ngent«; afi} ne
regulations’in order to:prevent further;degradation of the héalth:and: welfareiefialldiving things .o
most importantly-markind:and. the:environment:including-ourprecious.water: supplies. o gtz
Therefore, itisivery apparent that:'NM @CDB*must:enact:and-enforceia ban:of *on-site:burial of s
oil and gas industry generated pit wastes. As you know, NMOCD recently conducted random
testing of:pit waste:from a.few sitesiandfound:toxic:matériallincludifig ‘Carcinogens/to:belpresent:i™
This:fact:aloné, rshotild’betenough feasonito ban:on:site:burial:oftoxic pit Wasteasium o siamisxes
New Mexico EnvironmentaliDepartmeéntihas recorded thousands-6ficases ofrpit:contamination‘ofsy
New;Mexico'stenivironment.»NMOCD has:reported:data:that Over 400:-cases of pit-causediwater, i
contamination:cThis:trend cannot:Continue.>Thethealth and:welfareiofitherpeopletare:at.risk: rirsi
The indtistry4hat.creates:these toxic waste:sitesshould:be-responsible: for:the prevention:of:. ibdua
environmental.contaminationwhichifintludes immediate clean:up-and-proper disposal: ofitoxic:r:si-
wasteso 1Onisite:burialjust leaves-the problem for.someone else to elean up:in:thetfuturey-| 'don’t
- know.of-anyzotherindustry:that:is:allowed to:burywaste effluent:on publrc andi pnvate‘landswand v
walk away:fromit's:filthy: contamination:: Private citizens would- be«prosecuted i v snifto D04
A good examplesofricontaminationzburied:inithe ground: for. somebody else to:clean up is the«sites
that my husband, Warren, and | found in a newly developed neighborhood in Farmington. The
following:is:itheitextiof-ar /e-mail:l sent:to Charlie’Pertint NMOCD.on May 28::2006: 2. m.oilk OTX
“ Rey:. The:Merriorn#4E Heights Com well:site:located‘east.of the: Herghts\SchoolunLFarmmgton,m.z.s.
It appéars:ithat*heavy:equipment has:excavated;thé:pit:linef and:-contents:which:werei:buried:a =i
few.feet éasti of:thexwell sitéfence. Errosion fromithe wellzpad!is:runring down; thrurthe: remainingv
contents of the gutted pit:liner: carrying.the:sedimentiinto.a-drainagé that-flows intdthe. arroyo that i
runs'through:the:Kiwanis' Park southiof the Beckland:Hill§ subdivision. There ‘aresseveral mew: %
homeés insthe:arealbWarreni&:lingticed.thé_pitiliner: hangmg out:efithe: embankment when we;were=
@ a garagessalei@::3990:Y.orkshire & :Manchester:intersection=Westook.séveraliclose UpPhotos:*:
Mr. Perrin/ NMQCD:resporided on:May:31,:2006: LYes\‘ma'am'we did conduct:aninvestigationyandsi- me:
determinedithe developel;} vasidoing dirtwork:and: cut the:limer. :The:6perator-and the developer arejworklng together:/
to resolve the issue.”

It is,unknown at-this,time.if the pit liner.and.remaining. pit residue has been remoyed.or.if.the
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contentsLof thls pltxwas tested Was th‘ere.,any fglloy’v, Mup,,bnylyl}QQD?“ Is.the dramage o aeet ﬁ
contammated? Is, the subdrvrsron son | contaminated? \Will clean upvbe ’;1, ces sary,’? HOCRT) i 267
Charlene Anderson and 1. both testlf ed.and -proyided photos of thrs site at:a pit heanng heldjrn I

Farmmgton about anyearx,ago NMOCD should have these.. photos oneﬁ le. «
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Closed; loop .systems- contain and control on, sute contamlnatlon and.eliminate reserve. pits,and, d.., ;“-
the related environmental problems The waste hopefully, is then drsposed ‘of ata controlled o5
disposal site. ,Closed.loop systems should be mandated.in.the.State of New. Mexico.. ... 1.
The, waste dlsposal srtes must be. located far,awaxdflrormg_gop‘_uI!ateg&areas,iand.‘ fllrtscs«waté&-- o
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| will cite two recent incidents of reserve pit problems that occurred near our home located ina

very large neighborhood within the City of Aztec, NM. oy SrsET
Both of these noxious incidents would have been prevented had the closed loop system been
used by the two companies. BeVieM L vainnd
in August, 2005, my husband and | noticed the sickening stench of rotten egg-sewage, odor that 2
saturated our house. For several days, we could not bear to do any kind of outdoor, actrvrtyﬁat' oun\
home. Even though it was horribly hot, we had to stuff our air conditioner intake with prllows and
keep our doors and windows closed. We both suffered from nausea, headaches, and sore
throats. We were finally able to trace the foul odors to the reserve pit of the BP Federal Gas Com
001 APl 3004532876 well on a Federal Lease approximately 3 /4 mile east of our house.



-

The pit Was. approx:ihalf full of a nasty foul fooking scummy fluid that smelted‘worse than a’ m :
commercial hog farm. We complained to thie! NMOCD Aztec office:and BP:«Notionly:was the TP
odor from this pit making us sick, approximately-75.feet of the:fence :around-the:pit-was:laying- ﬂat 1
on the ground:Several:homes are located:to the East-and:West-of:this site::A.few,days-after we™
complained, the' operator reported:.that:the pit:had been-“sweetened with-chemicals’ The:: s N,Q oy
sickening odors. continued:for:a:few:more weeks.until:the. pitwas:covered-and reclaimed: “We t2.~
have a‘collectlon'of photos of:this'noxious: we|| srte iPleasé advise:if you: need copies’ EIRCS s S TN
rohng: hamuonon yitrensy UDDAH wad L0y a2 D08 N0 DT E B RRLRS CED A0 "o
Th"er?X:?E@,;EnergyrHampton,D;LE:‘ARL 3004533948ylocated ion:private‘land; ds: the, most recentf
example of problem:PITS iin our.Aztec 'neighborhoodt FhesXTO Hampton D1E:is:a fevwhundred i J
yards 'south ofiour:home and:400+: feet:from homes:in the!Kokopelli:Subdivision:-ii* .= ¢oirehl wels
In July:»2005,:well:site prep bégan: ;Theoperatorsdammed:off.an"active arroyo*wnhsthe intent of uﬁn
lining the arroyosfor-anrinstant:reserve: pit:=: This rarroyo <drains:between severalihomes in:ithe: o
subdivision:and vis:a tributary 6f:the;Hampton Arroyo; listed:by NMOCD: as:fvulnerable®;;Thiesi s
Hampton:drains:inte: the:Animas-: River.:.:At ourirequest;-the! Aztec:State-Engineer's:Officernrionivas.
meéasured-thé “XTOrdam in:the arroyo and-validated thatthe dam-was:*a:few:inchesishort of:=izgwy
violating: the'dam saféty:regulationsof the:State:Engineer.= vl filed-aicomplaint:with:the Aztec .sor»
NMQCD ofﬂce and the Ctty :0f Aztec. The dam was removedrand the arroyo was somewhat =iy
U004
il i !f\”n I ‘ neboen ‘L{J twtl‘ i Ranoia g y “,‘ﬁ V&S ilw‘-«)t et :f,'.":t T f iy v ;.’":
XTO drilled the Hampton E):I‘E in:Janddry; 2007 :On:February:3; 2007:- Warr"en‘*and ik observedo
thatithe reserve pitdinér'was’ breached:-andthe-pit:was being filled in with:freshdirt evén-though:,
there was:stillvaslarge'amount:of:nasty; foulismellingfluid:in:the pit.:: We filed-another:complaint.. = ;:
with:NMOCD:and. the: City of/Aztec: Long!'story:short;: testing: 6f the:pit-mud: pre”( as,hcatt it)-was;
doné and:NMOCD;orderéd :XXT®:torcleanzup the pit mess:and haul:it awayiis o se! i iz tnos
Trucks pumped:thesludge 24/7.forZ-or: 8:days-andhauled it:to.the: Industrial: Ecosystem Land:-+..
Farm:.on-Crouch:Mesa:The:pit sludge:was~hauled out.of our neighborhood:and deposited at:.. i
thecNMOCD:permitted/JE JiL.and\Farm:aka-Industrial: Ecosystem: whichvisilocated: ad;acent o a (3
sizeable ~housing-development: 'on Crouch;Mesa and:in the:San Juan,;Rlverddramage‘’f3 ST »"w’t
We'have:a: series‘of:photos of these incidents. “Please adviserifryou needscopy for your: ﬂles ER G
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A closéd loop system woutd ‘have eh\r’ntn’ated the 5(TO plt dtsasters however it'i§ not heatthy for f

humans to have’ an‘orl and*gas aste mate(naJ deposrtory Jocated ’rn therr nerghborhood as'is’ the
case on Crouch Me:s’a even though |t is questlonable*"‘ whlch‘ came ﬁrst the"homes orthe’ Iand ------
farm. "THe' State ot Néw' Mexroo must beoome more envrronmentalty’oonscrous ofr placement of -
land farms. Health and safety’ of thé Pedple shiouldbe'afop: prlonty of NMOCD S ERh R
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In closmg y
waste.'©
Closed Ioop systems séém 16 be the{ :Qest management solutlon ‘to contammatlon created b“y pit’ i

contents’ “Thebil 'and gas’mdﬁstr“)’i ‘must'take responsrbrhty for proper disposal of the' waste The
waste must be disposed of in envrronmentally sound Iocatlons A
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