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STATE OF NEW MEXICO
ENERGY AND.MINERALS DEPARTMENT
OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION
_STATE LAND OFFICE BLDG.

SANTA FE,

NEW MEXICO

15 December 1983

EXAMINER HEARING

IN THE MATTER OF:

”TheﬂappliCation of Enérgy Reserves CASE
Group: for an unorthodox location, 8032
San Juan. County, New Mexico. :

. BEFORE: Michael E. Stogner,

Examiner

* TRANSCRIPT. OF . HEARING

"APPEARANCES

For the 0il Conservatlon
DlVlSlon' :

For the Applicaﬁt:

Y

W. Perry'Pearce,'Esq.
Legal Counsel to the Division
State Land Office Bldg.

‘Santa Fe, New Mexico 87501

James G. Bruce,‘ESq;

- HINKLE. LAW FIRM

P. 0. Box. 2068

‘Santa Fe, New Mex1co 87501
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"INDE X"

WILLIAM J. FIANT

" Direct Examination by MrJ'Bruce

Cross Examination by Mr. Sfogner

Questions by Mr. Chavez

Cross Examination by Mr. Stogner

EXHIBTITS-

-Applicéht Exhibit Qﬁe, Application :

Applicant Exhibit Two, Letter

N
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MR.._STOGNER:; ~We'll call next
Case Number 8032. ) |

: MR.'TPEARCEQ Tha£ case 1s oﬁ
the aépliqation of Energy Reserves Grpup.for an unorthodox
rlocatién;.SaﬂmJﬁan County, Néw MeXiCQ;x..

- o | 'MR. BRUCE:>-_Mr. Examiner, my
name is Jim Bruée from the Hink1e~LéQ‘Firm in Santa Fe, and
I have one Qithéss to be sworn. : |

| N | ‘MR} 'PEARQE: " Are there other

appearances?
(Witness sworn.) . i

WILLIAM.J. FIANT,

 being Vcélled as a witness and being duly sworn upon his

oath, testified aé follows, to-wit:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

~ BY MR. BRUCE:

o) _ Would 95J piéase stéte'your name and cify
of résidenéé? | N | | |
A My name is Willlam John Fiant. I'm from
Casper, Widming. | - ?
o Q N unidvyou please stateb your ocqupatién
and by.whom you're employed?‘
A | I,am.the Admin;strator of Field Services

fof‘Energy Reserves Group.
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0 . Have you ever testified before the New
'MeXiCQ‘OCD before? | |
| A - No,.I:have not..
0 ;_ What are your responsibilities at Ehefgy
vReseryes,Grdup?

- A ..‘ My primaryvfun¢tion is laison between'thé
Federai gb&ernméﬁt‘and our cdmpahy. I handle ély of the
weil permitting'énd.constfﬁction:;

| 0 ;i . How 1§ng héVe_Yongeen'dOing this for-
Energy Reserve; Group? | 3 | o
H A L >vI‘ve'beéﬁ,déing £ﬁis*for»seyeﬁ yéa;éjwith
’Energy Reéervés Group. o o | ’ |
o) - Are yéu;fémiliér;Wiﬁh’“Eneréy ‘Reserves
Group's épplicatioﬂ 80327 _
' A ' Yeé;_lvam.
Q~A : "5Have -you"héhdledwéihila; matters for

Energy Resefves Group 1n the”past?
 A I ;.Yes.
| o MR. BRUCE: Mr. Examiner, I
wéuld askvthat the witness pé qualified‘for purposes of this
hearing. | |
| MR. STOGﬁER: He is so quaii—
fied. |
Q- . What -- in brief, what is Energy Résefves
Gréup seekihg by £hé applicétion? | ’
| A We have filed an unofthbdqx location: for.

our Gallégoé.Canyén’Well No. 331. The primary purpose for
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the unorthodox.looetion‘was due to 1ahdoWner conflicts, as
well as_other:oonfiicts." |
0 o Okay.'b Wouid,yon'piease look at Exhibit
Numberhpne'aﬁd{deécribe Qhatvthat isofot'the examiner7l

: A .. e EXhlblt Number One is our letter of ap-

v pllcatlon for the unorthodox well 1ocatlon.

0 : And what do-the;exhlblts-to the' applioa—

‘tion show?

A . The applioation*indicates'that our re-

quest for unorthodox locatlon is based upon confllcts with

jthe‘San Juan Rlver channel; also w1th a subd1v151on,'_which

‘_1s located to the north

.Q7; So thlsvle a res1dent1al ar.ea'> 3
A - It is on the edge of a re51dential.area.
Q . And the main reason forgeeeklnq thlS ap—‘
'.olioationtsis_ for the.—#'fot,thernonstandard ‘location is

- topOgtaphioal reasons?

‘A 'That is'correct
Qo ~ Do the exhlblts to -~ does Exhibit Number

One and the maps 1ncluded thereln show the topograph;cal

reasons for —=

A That is indicated on theisﬁrvey plat.
Q Okay. | |
a 4A'fi- ;-Unfortunately; the topographic maps that
are avaiiabie Sin ‘that partlcular area are not -- are not

able to -identlfy the problems7 other than the fact that

thereiafe conflicts with the river.
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 .Q - .. Okay, and'I've:also handed to’the exa-
miner Exhibit‘Number'Two, wﬁich contains the same éxhibiﬁs
as Exhibit Nuhber 6ne, but is a létﬁef-from the New Mexico
OCD attaching CQnditions to thé application, is that true?
A . That is true.
0 : - 4 And_Energy Reserves Group has no problgm
with complying with those conditidné?
A | No.

) " In your‘épinion would the granting df

" this application be in the interest of conservation and pre-

i

Vention'df-wastéZ
| | A o Yes, it.W6q1d:;
| ’ 'Mﬁ,.'BRUéE:i Mr. ‘Examiner, I
have no further questions; ahdml‘wculd hove-fof the admis-
sion of Exhibits One and TWO.". | -
| - MR. .STQQNER: - Exhibits One and

Two will be admitted into evidence.-

CROSS EXAMINATION

BY MR. STOGNER:

Q.‘ 7 Mr. Fiant,il have ﬁére a map. I believe
thislis.a_U. S. Geologicél Survey,mép,:is that,right?

A   i That ié'correcf.:' o

o - ) .Okay.- I'm sorry, I,dqn't know the exhi-.
bit number one it, but your we11;is -

A They're all included as Exhibit Number
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~Oné. " They wére all filed ‘with the OCD as -- and I héve just
inciuded them as one exhibit.

Q.. ' The well marked 331, which is due south

:of.all the little streets, I'assume,is the_housing develop-
ﬁent; that is your pfoposed locatioﬁ?'
| a That is correct. |
Q"’AA : How close are these to preseﬁt houses in
the area? | 4
| A JRougﬁly-SSO feét,
0 '~ How far is it froﬁ the riverbed itself at
hgih water? | o |
| A B 250 feet. “<. ‘: ?
Q | How far above is if pfeséntl? from the --
frdm‘the high‘water’mark?l A o - |
A . Well, the area was elevated. Amoco Pro-
duction Company hés a well lééatioﬁ:that wbula:be }ight ad;

jaceht to ﬁhisiloqatiOn, and it's been elevated approximate-

-1y thfee to.four'feét.

Q . Okay, so it's, 1 assume it's on a Amoco
well péd. |
. A ..2‘.‘. That's correct.
Q #.-t:' bo‘you.know.theAﬁamé-of that?
A " S It's Am§cd'l73.  Tﬁat'S’a Gallegos Canyon

Unit. 173-E, excuse me.

"MR. STOGNER: I have no further

.questions of this witness.

Does anybody else have-any~:
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"questions of Mr. Fiant? Mr. Chavez.
QUESTIONS BY.MR. CHAVEZ:
iQ Mr. Fiant, if this well were moved to a

standard locatlon at 1850 feet from the north 11ne and 790

;,feet from the west llne,. how’ close would it be then to the

'nearest constructed well in that subd1v1s1on°

A I can't honestly say what the exact dis-

.tance would be. ‘The surface is owned by Tom-Bolack and Tom
Bolack -- another reason whlch I did not mentlon was that

" Tom Bolack wanted the well locatlon where.lt 1s, an exten-

sion. of the 173 pad, so we didihot pursue moving a location
from where he had sUggested it.

-1 say we dld .not pursue it. We-did not

-— we dld not pursue it because of the other confllcts in-

volved,_ but we dld not’ stlck a stake and measure the actual
distance to the res1dences; |

| “:Q - . ﬁow close Woﬁid.%—hWhat would be the
closest that you would locate a wellltoca resiaence?

Al o ::Well, no}mally we try to stay to a mini-

mumhof‘SOQ feet.i - | | |
| Mﬁ.' STOGNER:‘ Mr. Chavez, what .
was the stahdard location:that you meant?

MR. CHAVEZ: 1850 from the

north, 790 from the west line.
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CROSS EXAMINATION CONT'D
BYQMR.fETdGNER: N | o
o That would'put it} Mr. Fiant, closer to
the river,,wouid_it not? o
A i‘ That is correct.
0 . Is this == is this within Mr. Bolack's
_gahe réfﬁée;or wildlife —-- E
A . No, it %s nbt;-';
o Tﬁaf'sﬁéndard lbdéfi?n,' would that put

you further elevationwise dbﬁhithah'what the present . Amoco

pad is?

A " I'm not -- I'm hotjéuré of the acfual
fobtagé of the Amdcéilocatioﬁ;. It's, or the well itself is
approximafeiy .iQO -57100 feétnwést_oﬁ the location _identi—‘

fied on the survey ‘plat.

Moving it -- moving it to its legal loca-

'tion would move it closer to the subdivision.

MR-‘CHAVEZ: But further from
the riVér;' | o
A -ib Well, the river-runé througﬁ, actually;
oh a little'bit>of'an angle. ‘It doesn't run due east and
wésﬁ"through  thefe. Weﬂre actually-moving a little bit
cldser to the'riVéf'as weil aéiciosef tb the subdivision.
o MR. CHAVEZ: Mr. Fiant, did
Energy Reserves Group look for other ‘locations for a well-

site that might lie within the subdivision and yet be, say,
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@ 2 ‘ no closer than 200 feet to any' dwellings?
3 : ' A We looked for other locations within this
s | -= withinlthiS'l60—acré'spdCed area, yes, .we did.
. 'One of the problems that we have in the
Gallegos Canyon Unit is water disposal, and when we stake a
6 L . - - o
location we have to take into consideration the water - dis-
posal pipelines.
8 In the.area:east of Farmington there is a
9 great deal of industrial_deVelopmeht)»as well as residehtial
10 development, so that is a;primaﬁyjconcernfof'ours when we
11 | stake a‘lbcaﬁion, whether we will have the ébility to pipe-
'12 line our:water‘fo a diSposal site, .instead of very expensive
@ " trucking the water.
MR.. CHAVEZ: 1 have no further
i4 |. S ‘ ‘
" questions.
15 ' Y
MR. STOGNER: I have no further
16 questions of this witness.
17 Doés. anybody -else have any
18 qnestiOnébof.Mr. Fiant this morning?
19 | 4 . If not, he may be excused.
20 | U o 4 ié there . anything further in
)1 Case Number 8032 this morning?
If not, this case will be taken
22 , '
: under advisement.
23 o
' - 24 : . ' . s
@ . , _ o (Hearing .;:an;.luded.)
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CERTIFICATE

I, SALLY W. BOYD, C.S.R., DO HEREBY
CERTIEY that the foregbing Transcript of Hearing before the
Oil'ConservatiQn Diviéidn wésvreéortéd»by;m§#4,that the said
franscript is. a full, ‘true,‘fgﬁd cor;eét'vrecord ~of _the

hearing, prepared by me to the best of my ability.
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I do herahv caw "+ *hat the foregoing ig
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