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MR.. STOGNER:, We'll c a l l next 

Case Number 8032. ' •, • . ' 

• MR. PEARCE: That case i s on 

the a p p l i c a t i o n of Energy Reserves Group f o r an unorthodox 

l o c a t i o n , San,Juan County, New Mexico;.. 

MR. BRUCE: Mr. Examiner, my 

.name i s Jim Bruce from the Hinkle Law Firm i n Santa Fe, and 

I have one witness to be sworn. ' 

MR. PEARCE: Are there other 

appearances? . - ; • 

(Witness sworn. ) •. ; *. • 

WILLIAM . J. FIANT, 

being c a l l e d as a witness and being duly sworn upon h i s 

oath, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s , t o - w i t : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. BRUCE: 

Q Would you please s t a t e your name and c i t y 

of residence? 

A My name i s Wil l i a m John F i a n t . I'm from 

Casper, Wyoming. 

Q Would you please s t a t e your occupation 

and by whom you're employed? . 

A I am the Administrator of F i e l d Services 

f o r Energy Reserves Group. 
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Q Have you ever t e s t i f i e d before the New 

Mexico OCD before? 

A No, I have not. 

Q What are your r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s a t Energy 

Reserves Group? " 

. A My primary f u n c t i o n i s l a i s o n between the 

Federal government and our company. I handle a l l pf the 

w e l l p e r m i t t i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Q ... How long have you been doing t h i s f o r 

Energy Reserves Group? '" 

. A ,. I've been doing t h i s " f o r seven years w i t h 

Energy Reserves Group; 

Q Are you.familiar'with'-Energy Reserves 

Group's a p p l i c a t i o n 8032? . • • • . > 
A ' Yes, I am. 

Q Have you handled, s i m i l a r matters f o r 

Energy Reserves Group i n the past? 

.A • Yes. 

MR. BRUCE: Mr. Examiner, I 

would ask t h a t the witness be q u a l i f i e d f o r purposes of t h i s 

hearing. 

MR. STOGNER: He i s so q u a l i ­

f i e d . 

Q .What — i n b r i e f , what i s Energy Reserves 

Group seeking by the a p p l i c a t i o n ? . 

A We have f i l e d an unorthodox l o c a t i o n f o r 

our Gal legos Canyon Well No. 331-". The primary purpose f o r 
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the unorthodox l o c a t i o n was due t o landowner c o n f l i c t s , as 

w e l l as other c o n f l i c t s . 

Q Okay. Would, you please look at E x h i b i t 

Number One and; describe what t h a t i s f o r the examiner?. 

A E x h i b i t Number One i s our l e t t e r of ap­

p l i c a t i o n f o r the unorthodox w e l l location.-

Q And what do the e x h i b i t s to the a p p l i c a ­

t i o n ' show? • \ . 

A • The a p p l i c a t i o n i n d i c a t e s t h a t our r e ­

quest f o r unorthodox l o c a t i o n i s based- upon c o n f l i c t s w i t h 

the San Juan River channel; also w i t h a s u b d i v i s i o n , which 

i s located to the n o r t h . • • •', ' 

Q So t h i s - i s a r e s i d e n t i a l area? 

A I t i s oh the edge of a- r e s i d e n t i a l area. 

Q. And the'-main reason f o r seeking t h i s ap­

p l i c a t i o n ' i s . f o r the —' f o r the' nonstandard l o c a t i o n i s 

topographical reasons? 

A That i s c o r r e c t . 

;Q ' Do the e x h i b i t s t o --• does E x h i b i t Number 

One and the maps' included t h e r e i n show the - topographical 

reasons f o r 

A - That i s i n d i c a t e d on the survey p l a t . 

Q Okay. 

A . -; Unfortunately, the topographic maps t h a t 

are a v a i l a b l e i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r ^ a r e a are not — are not 

able to i d e n t i f y the problems, other than the f a c t t h a t 

there are c o n f l i c t s w i t h the r i v e r . 
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Q Okay, and I've also handed to the exa­

miner E x h i b i t Number Two, which contains the same e x h i b i t s 

as E x h i b i t Number One, but i s a l e t t e r from the New Mexico 

OCD at t a c h i n g c o n d i t i o n s to the a p p l i c a t i o n , i s t h a t true? 

A . That i s t r u e . 

Q And Energy Reserves Group has no problem 

•with complying w i t h those conditions? 

A No. 

Q In your opinion would the g r a n t i n g of 

t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n be i n the i n t e r e s t of conservation and pre­

vention of waste? . 

A Yes, i t would. 

MR.. BRUCE: Mr. Examiner, I 

have no f u r t h e r questions, and I would move f o r the admis­

sion of E x h i b i t s One and Two. 

• MR. STOGNER: • E x h i b i t s One ahd 

Twp w i l l be admitted i n t o evidence. 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. STOGNER:' 

Q Mr. Fia n t , I have here a map. I beli e v e 

t h i s , i s a U. S. Geological Survey map, i s that, r i g h t ? 

A That i s c o r r e c t . 

Q Okay. I'm sor r y , I.don't know the e x h i ­

b i t number one i t , but your w e l l i s — 

A. They're a l l included as E x h i b i t Number 
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•One. They were a l l f i l e d w i t h the OCD as — and I have j u s t 

included them as one e x h i b i t . 

Q. . The w e l l marked 331, which i s due south 

of a l l the l i t t l e s t r e e t s , I assume i s the housing develop­

ment/ t h a t i s your proposed location? 

- A That i s c o r r e c t . 

Q •'• How close are these to present houses i n 

the area? 

A Roughly 550 f e e t . 

Q How f a r i s i t from the ri v e r b e d i t s e l f a t 

hgih water? 

A 250 f e e t . - . 

Q How f a r above,is i t p r e s e n t l y from the — 

from the high water mark?', , • 

A Well, the area was elevated. Amoco Pro­

duction Company has a w e l l l o c a t i o n t h a t would be r i g h t ad­

jacent to t h i s l o c a t i o n , ahd i t ' s been elevated approximate­

l y three to four f e e t . 

Q Okay,- so i t ' s , I assume i t ' s on a Amoco 

wel1 pad. 

A • That's c o r r e c t . 

Q Do you know the name of that? 

A ' I t ' s Amoco .173. That's a Gallegos Canyon 

Uni t . 173-E, excuse me. 

MR. STOGNER: I have no f u r t h e r 

questions of t h i s witness. 

Does anybody else have any ' 
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questions of Mr. Fiant? Mr. Chavez. 

QUESTIONS BY-MR. CHAVEZ: " • 

Q Mr. Fi a n t , i f t h i s w e l l were moved to a 

standard l o c a t i o n a t 1850 f e e t from the north l i n e and 790 

fe e t from the west l i n e , how close would i t be then to the 

nearest constructed w e l l i n t h a t subdivision? 

A I can't h o n e s t l y say what the exact d i s ­

tance would be. The surface i s owned by Tom Bolack and Tom 

Bolack -- another reason which I d i d not mention was t h a t 

Tom Bolack wanted the w e l l l o c a t i o n where i t i s , an exten­

sion- of the 173 pad, so we d i d hot pursue moving a l o c a t i o n 

from where he had suggested i t . 

I say we d i d :,not pursue . i t . We.-, d i d not 

.— we d i d not pursue it-because of the other c o n f l i c t s i n ­

volved, but we d i d not s t i c k - a stake and measure the a c t u a l 

distance t o the residences. 

Q How close would, :— what would be the 

close s t t h a t you would locate a w e l l t o a residence? 

A Well, normally we t r y to stay to a m i n i ­

mum of 500 f e e t . 

MR. STOGNER: Mr. Chavez, what 

was the standard l o c a t i o n t h a t you. meant? 

MR. CHAVEZ: 1850 from the 

nor t h , 790 from the west l i n e . • 
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CROSS EXAMINATION CONT'D 

BY MR. ' STOGNER: •, 

Q That would put i t , Mr. F i a n t , closer to 

the r i v e r , would i t not? 

A That i s c o r r e c t . 

Q Is t h i s -- i s t h i s w i t h i n Mr. Bolack's 

game refuge or w i l d l i f e — 

A No, i t i s not.• 

• Q' That standard l o c a t i o n , would t h a t put 

you f u r t h e r elevationwise down than what the present. Amoco 

pad i s ? 

A I'm. not — I'm not. sure of the act u a l 

footage of the Amoco . l o c a t i o n . I t 's, or the w e l l i t s e l f i s 

approximately 100 — 100 f e e t west of the l o c a t i o n i d e n t i ­

f i e d on the survey p l a t . 

Moving i t — moving i t to i t s l e g a l loca­

t i o n would.move i t closer to the s u b d i v i s i o n . 

MR. CHAVEZ: But f u r t h e r from 

the r i v e r . 

A Well, the r i v e r runs through, a c t u a l l y , 

on a l i t t l e b i t of'an angle. I t doesn't run due east and 

west ' through there. We'.re a c t u a l l y moving a l i t t l e b i t 

closer t o the r i v e r " as w e l l as. closer t o the s u b d i v i s i o n . 

MR. CHAVEZ: Mr. F i a n t , d i d 

Energy Reserves Group look f o r other l o c a t i o n s f o r a w e l l -

s i t e t h a t might l i e w i t h i n the s u b d i v i s i o n and yet be, say, 
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no closer than 200 f e e t to any dwellings? 

"A • We looked f o r other l o c a t i o n s w i t h i n t h i s 

-- w i t h i n . t h i s 160-acre spaced area, yes,-we d i d . 

One of the problems t h a t we have i n the 

Gallegos Canyon Unit i s water d i s p o s a l , and when we stake a 

l o c a t i o n we have to take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the water d i s ­

posal p i p e l i n e s . . . ' . „' ' , 

In the.area;east of Farmington there i s a 

great deal of i n d u s t r i a l development, as- w e l l as r e s i d e n t i a l 

development, so t h a t i s a.primary concern-of ours when we 

stake a l o c a t i o n , whether we w i l l have the a b i l i t y t o pipe­

l i n e our. water t o a disposal s i t e , instead of very expensive 

t r u c k i n g the water. 

MR.. CHAVEZ: I have no f u r t h e r 

questions, 

questions of t h i s witness. 

MR. STOGNER: I have no f u r t h e r 

Does anybody else have any 

questions of Mr. Fiant t h i s morning? 

I f not, he may be excused. 

Is there anything f u r t h e r i n 

Case Number 8032 t h i s morning? ' . 

I f not, t h i s case w i l l be taken 

under advisement. 

(Hearing concluded.) 



11 

C E R T I F I C A T E 

I , SALLY W. BOYD, C.S.R., DO HEREBY 

CERTIFY t h a t the foregoing T r a n s c r i p t of Hearing before the 

O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n was. repo r t e d by me';, t h a t the said 

t r a n s c r i p t i s a f u l l , t r u e , and c o r r e c t record of the 

hearing, prepared by me to the best of my a b i l i t y . • . 
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