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CASE 
19.15.1.18 LINED PITS/BELOW GRADE TANKS: 

A. After January 1, 1986, lined pits and below grade tanks may be used to contain produced 
water, sediment oil, tank bottoms, miscellaneous hydrocarbons, or other fluids subject to the jurisdiction of 
the Division under the Oil and Gas Act only upon prior approval of the Division. Applications for approval 
of lined pits and below grade tanks should be made in accordance with applicable special rules or, in the 
absence of special rules, in accordance with Division "Guidelines". 

B. To protect migratory birds, all tanks exceeding 16 feet in diameter, exposed pits and 
ponds shall be screened, netted or covered. Upon written application by the operator, an exception to 
screening, netting or covering of a facility may be granted by the district supervisor upon a showing that an 
alternative method will protect migratory birds or that the facility is not hazardous to migratory birds. 
[9-23-85; 9-1-89...2-1-96; 19.15.1.18 NMAC - Rn, 19 NMAC 15.A.18, 5-15-01] 


