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Sec. 261.7 Residues of hazardous waste i n empty containers. 

(a) (1) Any hazardous waste remaining i n e i t h e r ( i ) an empty 
container or ( i i ) an inne r l i n e r removed from an empty container, as 
defined i n paragraph (b) of t h i s s e c t i o n , i s not subject t o r e g u l a t i o n 
under p a r t s 261 through 265, or p a r t 268, 270 or 124 of t h i s chapter or 
to the n o t i f i c a t i o n requirements of s e c t i o n 3010 of RCRA. 

(2) Any hazardous waste i n e i t h e r ( i ) a container t h a t i s not empty 
or ( i i ) an inne r l i n e r removed from a container t h a t i s not empty, as 
defined i n paragraph (b) of t h i s s e c t i o n , i s subject t o r e g u l a t i o n under 
pa r t s 261 through 265, and p a r t s 268, 270 and 124 of t h i s chapter and t o 
the n o t i f i c a t i o n requirements of s e c t i o n 3010 of RCRA. 

(b) (1) A container or an inne r l i n e r removed from a container t h a t 
has held any hazardous waste, except a waste t h a t i s a compressed gas or 
t h a t i s i d e n t i f i e d as an acute hazardous waste l i s t e d i n Sees. 261.31, 
261.32, or 261.33(e) of t h i s chapter i s empty i f : 

(1) A l l wastes have been removed t h a t can be removed using the 
p r a c t i c e s commonly employed t o remove m a t e r i a l s from t h a t type of 
container, e.g., pouring, pumping, and a s p i r a t i n g , and 

( i i ) No more than 2.5 centimeters (one inch) of residue remain on 
the bottom of the container or in n e r l i n e r , or 

( i i i ) (A) No more than 3 percent by weight of the t o t a l c a p a c i t y of 
the container remains i n the container or inner l i n e r i f the container 
i s less than or equal t o 110 gall o n s i n si z e , or 

(B) No more than 0.3 percent by weight of the t o t a l c apacity of the 
container remains i n the container or inner l i n e r i f the container i s 
greater than 110 gall o n s i n s i z e . 

(2) A container t h a t has held a hazardous waste t h a t i s a compressed 
gas i s empty when the pressure i n the container approaches atmospheric. 

(3) A container or an inne r l i n e r removed from a container t h a t has 
held an acute hazardous waste l i s t e d i n Sees. 261.31, 261.32, or 
261.33(e) i s empty i f : 

( i ) The container or inne r l i n e r has been t r i p l e r i n s e d using a 
solvent capable of removing the commercial chemical product or 
manufacturing chemical i n t e r m e d i a t e ; 

( i i ) The container or in n e r l i n e r has been cleaned by another method 
t h a t has been shown i n the s c i e n t i f i c l i t e r a t u r e , or by t e s t s conducted 
by the generator, t o achieve e q u i v a l e n t removal; or 

( i i i ) I n the case of a container, the i n n e r l i n e r t h a t prevented 
contact of the commercial chemical product or manufacturing chemical 
in t e r m e d i a t e w i t h the container, has been removed. 

[45 FR 78529, Nov. 25, 1980, as amended at 47 FR 36097, Aug. 18, 1982; 
48 FR 14294, Apr. 1, 1983; 50 FR 1999, Jan. 14, 1985; 51 FR 40637, Nov. 
7, 1986] 
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