
July 31 # W 4 

49-CH-62 - H. L . Mlll&ms - U* S. A, 

Mr. P b l - e r X Ijrra* 
Prescott^fcrisoaa 

Dear &r. iiyroel 

adadBir«trutor the estate of &, i» Williaaajdaceasea, 
.„* hana •• herewith copy of an oraer ef tae Oi l Conservation Ccssaia-
s i o o 0 f the State of-Hev Mexico soweernlng taa wells bai l t by JUL. 
V i l l l a a a in KeXiale* Cerjaty, Jk* "Sexico^ said order finding that 
3„ir» viclla a*s dry aad abandoned ana #raepftig that the ve i l s be 
p laced Ui steaordance *ith u:e xa«s, rule* i-;ad regulations of the 
Cooiffiission. _ 

D#«aad ts hereby sû ae r c n yea to fortu»J£n proceed with 
fch* carrying of thi*-or: fajr, f -ilia** i s wfaichfthis Coi&pany a* 
suretv fa* fi. i . . »ifcUa%«, upon, the bond referred to in s a ^ order, 
w i l l proceed a t i t ea^ f i t for uvc c&rryi-iy .aut of tn&se.Inquire-
ment s. / . ' 

Itf the ev*n /y^ b.„'ve not placed in our r^iiu^pa ';©r bt fore 
VaFust 1% 1944, a A m * o r <i**-1<$ € ' ' i l s w * s « u l l assume, ;J,h«t you 
d o \ o t Intead to c<»»kr *ita' tae order- on ©enalf of i i . ft. Wiiii^ms 
and s h a l l , th«ref< I N govetened stceordingly, 

Verv cruly yours, 

HCJNPc 30i»£aHrx-am>EyT 

Copies - -

^3i l Conservation Commission, Santa Fe, N.M. 

George B ruling ton, Attorney, Aatec, A.M. 

<r.o. get/i, Attorney, gaiila Fe, N.M. 

jiome_Qffiop Surety Claim Dept. Iionry C. BTues, Supt-. 

ILLEGIBLE 
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X BEFORE IHE OIL CONSERVATION COMMlSSiOH 

OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

IH THE MATTER OF THE HEARING CALLED Bi' 
THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF THE 
STATE OF SEW MEXICO FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
CONSIDERING! 

CASE HO. $0 

ORDER AO. 5f>9 

THR APPLICATION OF AL GREER, AZTiX, WiiW MEXICO, 
FOR AN ORDER DETERMINING AS ABANDONED THE 
FOLLOWING WELLSI H. L» WILLlAMS-SANT A FE PACIFIC 
RAILROAD COMPAU*. WELL SO. 3, SWSW 29*18»~8"» AND 
H. L. WlLLlAM^-SANtA F l PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPAN 1 
WELL NO. 4, liESW 19~1SS~SW, MCKMLE2 COUHTX, «EW 
MEXICO I AND FORTflJR FOR Afl ORDER TO PLUG SAID WELLS, 

ORDER Or THE COMMISSIUM 

Bx" THE COMMISSXOMl 

This cause cams an for bearing at tea o'clock A.M., March 24, 
1944^ at santa Fe, Hew Mexico, before the Oil Conservation Commission 
of the State of New Mexico, hereinafter referred to as the "ftommlssloa*. 

MOW, on the 26th day of July, 19*|.4# the Commission having before 
i t for consideration the testimony adduaadJat the hearing of said case 
and being fully advised ln the premises, the Coralsslon finds! 

IIH.DINGS 
1. That M. L, Wllliams-*»anta Fe Pacific Rail road Company 

Well *o. 3, SWSW 29^ISH-0f, and h. L. WUliama-Santa Fe Pacific 
Railroad Company «ell »o. A, SESW 19^18«-8*,*cKinley bounty. 
Mew Mexico, are dry and abandoned and should be plugged in accordance 
with the laws, rules and regulations of the Commission, and the 
requirements of the State Geologist. 

a. That Ottited States Fidelity and Guaranty Company is the 
surety with the principal, H. L. Williams, upon the bond assuring 
plugging of said wells when dry or abandoned and that said principal 
has failed and refused to plug said wells. \ 

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED! 

A. That Unitad Hates fidelity and G u a ranty Company shall pi^g 
said wells In accordance with the laws, rule? an regulations of tae 
Commission, i t s administrative requirements in connection with such , 
plugging and the requirements of the State Geologist. \\ 

B. The Oder herein shall be effective on the date of i t s , 
execution* \ \ v • ^ \: 

Done at Manta Fe, Sew Mexico, on the day and year hereinabove >lV 

designated. 

Oli, CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

*OHI J * ij£MPS£¥, CHAIRMAN 

H. R- HUDGRMS. m<MiXit:3 



c \ CONSERVATION COMMISSION -
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 

? 

July 27, 1944 

Mr* A l Greer 
Box 337 

Aztec, New Iiexico 

He: Case No* 50 

Dear l i r . Green 
The COEBaission is vary happy to infora you that i t 

has now proBOtLgated an order ir i the above captioned case a 
copy of which Is herewith enclosed. ' 

An original and a copy have today been delivered to 
J. 0. Seth, Ssquln, attorney for the corporate surety. 

With kinda«t personal regards. 

Very truly yours, 

John 11. Kelly 
Director 

By 

Chief Cleric k Legal Adviser 

OHLihS 





J . O. S E T H 

A. K. M O N T G O M E R Y 

S E T H AND M O N T G O M E R Y 
ATTORNEYS AND C O U N S E L O R S AT LAW 

111 S A N F R A N C I S C O ST. 

SANTA FE.NEW MEXICO 
O L I V E R S E T H 

May 9, 1944 

Mr . John M. K e l l y 
O i l Conservat ion Commission 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Dear Mr . K e l l y : 

I enclose copy of a l e t t e r I have w r i t t e n 
Mr. Nelson, of the United States F i d e l i t y and 
Guaranty Company, concerning the Williams wells. 

This i s sent you f o r your information, and 
to show we are at least t r y i n g to work out the 
matter. 

J03:CB 
Snc.-1 



S E T H AND M O N T G O M E R Y 

A T T O R N E Y S A N D C O U N S E L L O R S AT L A W 

S A N T A FE. NEW MEXICO 

j ..j? • iO J O r t i VJ • : ) G i t » o n 

.vUperi ttendent of Ulaius 
Tj, - j . f i d e l i t y and Guaranty Company 
Univers i ty Bu i ld ing 
'...i«iivor, Colorado 

Dear 

de fe r r ing to y va* 
desii-qiatioa; 

fhe Jederai uoa 
i n my opinion, oiyi-a 
venue of su i t s .eae, 
service of :>roo/sp« fhe otlJtfr uluKaants o f t i t l e to the 
casing i n the dl j i iar . iS v j e l i a l pu 1 underr.tund i t , l i v o 
outside tiev/ ^ e x l l o . f'ne Jed*Jal e t a tu t© providing f o r 
subst i tu ted aerldVjo, «hat n^ain^ service outside 
oho . . t a t e f i r by \y^ ioa t i< j j ryTJ«^ .G» T i t l e as, Section 116), 
i s liKifcrfStp^o ou. 
e.aiittyO^r l i o n uuon 
v ; i t h i / / ; h e : : ) i s t r i3 i \ i n v;hich die s u i t i s brought. 

oapeot to 

m .'oroemont of 'uny logai or 
.aii . t o " r e a l or personal property 

tnau the Uo; ,pany has •.;•>/ ].ca;al or e -uiu-
aoie \\en upon or/otaiu to this.; oaeinc that would support 
substituted iservj&d under tha.. ̂ eotion above referred t o . 
i n .-1n,1 vt,rKii § y^Ca^n 1 j u r i s d i c t i o n v/ould be oaoed on diver­
s i t y of o!r%3H*og^hlp, and i n tuo case of d i l l i a u s , v/ho I D 
dead, v/e would doubtless have to j o i n Lis unfcnov/n he i r s . 
The rule i s .veil s e t t l e d tnat .;hore j u r i s d i c t i o n ic? b;..sed 
on d i v e r s i t y of cit i z e n s h i p , an attempt to j o i n unknown 
pUjL'tics defuats the j u r i s d i c t i o n , since so/ae of ther>e 
parties rait;ht be oitiaeiu; of tha same atate us p l a i . i t i f f , 
and the rule i s , of eourso, th..t the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the 
jederal Court must a f f i r m a t i v e l y appear. 

,.e have ^iven a ^roat deal of thought to so. \Q method 
of working out t h i s i-atter. ..'illiaua' two v e i l s are 
located on the southwest . vuartor of the tioathsest uarter 
of section a9, and the Jortheust .„uarter of the southwest 



S E T H AND M O N T G O M E R Y 

A T T O R N E Y S A N D C O U N S E L L O R S AT L A W 

S A N T A FE. NEW MEXICO 

Lr* itobart C« helson Lay 9, 1944' 

„uurtt-r of Section I S , :,'ownsh .a l u h'orth, hanyjo 6 '..eat* 
Th© we l l s were d r i l l e d under a lease ,;illJ*uas obtained from 
tho - eiita ?e, as the lands r a i l r o a d jrciids. The lease, 
according to the copy introduced i n evidence i n one of the 
ho urines before the o i l Conservation Coram »8imi, authorised 
the lessee, will iaxas, ' 'to remove t h e r e f r o L l a i i property, 
inprovenents, e tc . exesst sues as nay b oolite the property of 
the lessor under t ;i.s lease by rtyrohftfre rtr \pt herwise• ** 

I t seems t:» bo a f a i r l y s e l l s e t t l ed riJS^sof law tha t 
tho o-niYu* In an o i l w e l l *.raj^HT'^uove-a by tn^j^jssee at any 
time before the exp i ra t ion afj^^ieVtaase or w i t Win. n reasonable 
time the rea f t e r , and i f uo/T^o r«mp|eri, ';he casing becomes 
the r roser tv of the les-nfl^p/ Tni.& Atmeiis also to oe the rule 
where the louse «xpre3s^& >yw\ov5 amp to r the removal of casing 
by the lessee. Pee 40 dTSs^^ym^ .im. <Tur. 077-o78; 
ourimers O i l and ^sis, ono t ioS ) > ^^ ; Wilson vs . . . . lison f K y . , 
13o a. v/. (2d) 7 2 , i ^ f f T O ^ V 8 X \ k o : - c « : < e i d (Tex. c i v . ) 127 
a,.,-. (,td) 493. ^nOi«c r s^Hi d i r e c t l y on t h i s point 
i n Jew siexioo, ajCpfept one nNoVlin«^\t>fit the casiup i s , i n 
e f f e c t , a t rade/ iaxturf! , butXmo • ueetiori of the removal by' 
the lessee was tmvolvea. j I 

I t seems tta?t, i n t i l l / r o b a b l l i t y , t h i s casing r e a l l y 
belongs to/ythe Sawia B'o hai&yay Gorapany, and my suaKestiou 
i s the*ty^^^ontactSd^s—i^^a aid endeavor to procure some­
th ing /n^m them jaa tEe .nature of a s u i t c la im, and then proceed 
to pl/-a the w e l l Xhtf dlssoso of tho casinp. 

in Oii.:rge of the ,;.anta V 
e. a have found hi.a to bo a very reason­

ing i n d i v i d u a l , and possibly soa.atPin; 
i t , as the nev lessees, I understand, are 
have these wolis slu^peu. 

PT course, I do not know whether t h i s las ever beon 
attempted, but i f you taluk i t advisable, we would oe ylud 
to contact hemi.is.iway and see what could oe none. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

J <j...< CiS 

bcc - L T . John hh Kelly 
O i l Conservation Commission 
Uanta Fe, hew uexic o 



STATE OF NEW MEXICO, ) 
i ss 

COUTTTY OF BERNALILLO. ) 

I , E. 0. HEMENWAY, Land Commissioner f o r the Santa Fe 

Pacific Railroad Company, do hereby state that as such Land Com­

missioner I have charge of the records of said Santa Fe Pacific 

Railroad Company and am f a m i l i a r w i t h the transactions of said 

Company, as shown by said records and as personally known to me, 

i n connection w i t h a cer t a i n O i l and Gas lease No. 7231, dated 

September 19, 1936, to H. L. Williams, which lease included, among 

other lands, sections 19 and 29, township 18 north, range 8 west, 

McKinley County, New Mexico; that said lease was f o r a period of 

f i v e years and as long thereafter as o i l and gas i s produced i n 

commercial q u a n t i t i e s . 

That t h i s a f f i d a v i t i s made by me at the request of the 

New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission i n connection w i t h hearing 

at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the 24th day of March, 1944, on a p p l i ­

cation f o r abandonment and plugging of ce r t a i n wells d r i l l e d on 

said sections. 

That the records of the Santa Fe Pacific Railroad Company 

show that no o i l or gas was produced during the five-year period 

of t h i s lease and that no rentals were paid the Santa Fe Pacific 

Railroad Company beyond the expiration date of September 19, 1941, 

and that as of the date of September 19, 1941 this lease became 

i n e f f e c t i v e . 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me t h i s 23d day of March, 

1944. 

^ f h j L A d ^ J c£, ^ -vi x .-• 
Nota ry P u b l i c . 

My commission exp i r e s 
A p r i l 1 , 1946 



The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company 

Santa Fe Pacific Railroad Company 
O. H E M E N W A Y . 

3 C O M M I S S I O 
.BUQUERQUI 

N E W M E X I C O 
^ B U O O E R O U T " - L A N D DEPARTMENT 

Albuquerque, March 23, 1944 
Pile 11544 

Mr. Carl B. Livingston, 
c/o New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission, 

P. 0. Box 871, 
Santa Pe, New Mexico. 

Dear Mr. Livingston: 

Referring to our telephone conversation 
t h i s morning I n the matter of the hearing before 
the New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission I n the 
matter of the abandonment of cert a i n wells d r i l l e d 
on Santa Fe Pacific Railroad Company's property on 
sections 19 and 29, township 18 north, range 8 west, 
McKinley County, New Mexico. 

On account of my i n a b i l i t y to attend t h i s 
hearing tomorrow and i n l i n e w i t h your request, I 
am attaching herewith my a f f i d a v i t as to the status 
of the Santa Fe Pacific Railroad Company lease i n 
t h i s matter. I hope that you w i l l f i n d t h i s a f f i ­
d avit i n s a t i s f a c t o r y form. 

With best personal wishes, I am 

Hg 
Enc. 



UNITED STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY 
DENVER OFFICE 

NINTH FLOOR, UNIVERSITY BUILDING, DENVER, COLO. 
D A V I D JACOBS TELEPHONE 

Manager KEYSTONE 2351 

ROBERT C. NELSON 
Superintendent of Claiou M a T C h 2 2 y 1 9 4 - 4 

49-CR-32 - H. L. Williams 

AIR MAIL 

Carl B„ Livingston, Chief Clerk 
Oi l Conservation Commission 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Livingston: 

Since w r i t i n g you on March 7, 1944, my engagements 
have opened up somewhat and I am going to t r y to be i n Santa 
Fe on the 24th. Having no t r a v e l p r i o r i t y , I am at the mercy 
of those who have. No t r a i n space i s available and gasoline 
i s out of the question, so i f I can get on the Continental Line, 
I w i l l do so. 

I f f o r any reason t h i s hearing should be continued, 
I would be g r a t e f u l i f you would telephone or wire me at our 
expense as early as you learn of such continuance or any 
application therefor. 

As f o r the furnishing of a bond by Mr. Greer, i t would 
seem t o me that the change I suggested would make l i t t l e d i f f e r ­
ence to him f o r the reason that he i s going to have to furnish 
a bond to someone, and whether to us or to the state or to some­
one else would make l i t t l e difference. 

RCN:PC 



r " . CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
SANTA FE. NEW MEXICO 

launch 13, .1944 

SPECIAL DELIVER! 

I!r. Robert C. Nelson 
Supe rintendont of Claims 
U.S. fidelity & Guaranty Coispany 
Ninth Floor, University Building 
Denver, Colorado 

He* Case Bo. 50 - H. L. Wiiliaras wells. 

Dear Hr. Nelson: 

ilr. Al 0»»r showed mo your letter of March 8th to him. 
As gathered frora the tenor of that letter you have changed your 
mind coiwlderably. When I last talked with you I thought the bond 
matter insofar as l t affected Mr. Qreer was settled. Evan i f nr. 
Greer doss not supply a bond the U.S. Fidelity & Qraranty Company 
is s t i l l liable for the plugging of the wells and i f the evidence 
adduced at the hearing on harch 21 mrrants i t , the Coaadsaion can 
make a finding that tho two Malls in question are dry aad abandoned 
*«horeupon it will become year company«t duty to proceed to plug 
thea. 

t sx rather surprised at your statement that you do not 
intend to attend thia hearing. Your eoapany is vitally interested 
and at least you or soaeone should be on hand. 

Very truly yours, 

Johnn. Kelly-
Dire* tor 

Chi Sh5 
cc Al Career 

By 

Chi*f Clerk h Legal Adviser 



UNITED STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY 
DENVER OFFICE 

NINTH FLOOR, UNIVERSITY BUILDING, DENVER, COLO. 
D A V I D JACOBS TELEPHONE 

Manager KEYSTONE 2351 

ROBERT C. NELSON 
Superintendent of Claims , ~< - r< i 

^ iitarcn 6, x944 

49-CR-82 - H . L . M i l i a r s - U. S. A. 

..r. Al Greer 
Aztec, Nev. iiexico 

Dear hr. Greer: 

I nave received, a copy of trie Commission's notice of the 
Hearing on the Santa if'e wells \»hich i s set for the 24th of March. 

Because i t w i l l be impossible f o r me to be i n Santa Fe on 
that date, I take t h i s occasion to advise you of a s l i g h t change i n 
the verbal arrangements which we had t e n t a t i v e l y understood at our 
l a s t conversations. 

This s l i g h t change has to do with the matter of making 
such bona as the state w i l l require i n the event you are, under t h e i r 
orders, permitted to plug the wells. Our f u r t h e r consideration of 
the problem indicates that f o r us to assume r e s p o n s i b i l i t y under our 
Dona f o r Williams f o r your plugging of the wells, would be to put us 
i n a rather inconsistent p o s i t i o n , especially i f any complications 
arose through any acts by Williams or his representatives. I t would, 
therefore, oe wise f o r you to arrange to post with the state such 
bond as they w i l l require with your own surety other than our Company 
to cover the plugging operations i f and when they are undertaken. 

This w i l l eliminate the necessity of your giving us a bona 
back as we discussed and the net cost to you under the plan of vour 
providing your own surety would be only s l i g h t l y more than i f we pro­
ceeded i n tne other d i r e c t i o n . 

Hoping that t h i s e ntire matter works out to your s a t i s f a c t i o n , 
we remain, 

B-7 



C CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

harsh 10, 1V4-4 

the uaata Fe Sew Sexteee 
Sauta. ;a. ,4S«r Ifelao 

The Gallup ariapsnrtent 
Gallup, .'ioar Ssxisft 

.•A: Case Mo* 53 ~ ... L. Mi''. Haas sella. 

ttr* Robert C« iialsaa, Juperlnt̂ adont ol* Claitis, J . ii. 
Fidelity aad OuarAsty C-x^a*/, ;-.ii;u; flacr, jaiveraxtj Suiidxug, 
Denver, CQIQ., ra%;*esfcs thrss esjpU-a of tha iagal aotlee 
polished rsiipectiveljrj ia the baata fm Bm HsTiosn aa the 2ad 
of Tfercfa* lfi the Otllup ladefxsadeuv OB tae 1st «f Hsrah. 
Whatever ahsrsjt there is -or thta I JUS sure dr* aslscn amid 
be hâ icf to resit. 

fer^ truly ysara, 

John ii. Seller 
Director. 

Chief Clerk & legal Adviser 

CBLtKS 
cc Robert C Kelson 

ILLEGIBLE 



UNITED STATES FIDELITY AND GUARANTY COMPANY 
DENVER OFFICE 

NINTH FLOOR, UNIVERSITY BUILDING, DENVER, COLO. 
D A V I D JACOBS TELEPHONE 

Manager KEYSTONE 2351 

ROBERT C. NELSON 
Superintendent of CIaim» M a r c h 7 , 1 9 4 4 

49-CR-82 - fi. L. Williams - U. S. A. 

Carl B. Livingston, Chief Clerk 
O i l Conservation Commission 
^anta Fe, Nev* Mexico 

Dear Mr. Livingston: 

We thank you f o r sending us copy of your l e t t e r to kr . 
Greer and copy of the notice f o r publication of the hearing on 
these wells. 

1 should l i k e very much to attend t h i s hearing, but f i n d 
i t impossible to be i n Santa Fe on March 24th. I f anyone else asks 
f o r a continuance, i t would be more than satisfactory with me. 
However, I would not want to ask f o r i t on my own account for my 
presence there i s not absolutely essential. 

Vie l i k e to keep an o r i g i n a l record i n matters of t h i s sort, 
and am wondering i f you would be kind enough to c a l l the newspaper 
which publishes t h i s notice and ask them to mail me as early as 
practicable, three copies of t h e i r paper i n which the notice appears. 
I suppose t h i s w i l l be the Santa Fe New Mexican, but on tne chance 
that i t might be i n some other publication, I would l i k e to impose 
upon you fo r that favor instead of w r i t i n g d i r e c t to the paper. 

RON:PC 

ij-7 



OIL CONSERVATION COMMISS' N 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

February 29, 1944 

The Santa Fo New Mexican 
Santa Fe, New Maxico 

Th© Gallup Independent 
Gallop, lien fitexioo 

Ret Case Ho. 50, Notioe for Publication 

Gentlemsnt 

Please publish the enclosed notioe once, itrgaediately. 
Please prool' read the notice wrefully and send a copy of the 
paper carrying suoh notice. 

UPOfi COfffLSTMi CF THE PUBLICATI^, FLBASE SEKD 
PUBLISHER* S AlTIhAVlT. 

For payment please sute&t, at&terasnt in duplicate 
aocoQpanied by voucher executed in duplicate. The vouchers 
oust be signed by a notary in the space provided on the back 
of the voucher. Tarn necessary voucher blanks are enclosed. 

Very truly yours, 

John II. Kelly 
Director 

5y 

Chief Clerk & Legal Adviser 
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j:-nX3!>nr?xffi OF -mr-: soaa-ioh 

-wloo, ««d «"•«?•• f i x l l J 

, . . U U r «H9 hold a* o i l and gao loajo 
1. that horojoforo a;;o .... f

4 t ^ w tt*m lcmd« owned by 

L J K^id b/ said Uilamo «̂ 
3 . n ? av under **id loooo «r x o ^ J ; « " - ^ ^ j potion i * 
3rii lod «hot io ^ V ^ i d • # ^ U o n ^ m a S«tf. of oald 
and *«U ^ t . ' l ^ o r - e d and beU#*00 w o drilled te a depth 
;. , a u r oeUtioner io u*ror.-.e.i i ^ u . - a l * 9 were not properly 
ti;,,. j W » r F " * " ««« , 1Q: *1 f e e t 3Jsd - M i a _ * 4 * 
of aettfoon 1*» and *»»#oun%or*4 wore not ptot» r t -a 
drillo4.or owletod, «** ^ J * 2 S * Intimoion of wotoro.or owor 
2vi S o not «o» o r o t ^ J ^ 1 f ^ l intruding i - foraotioj and 

othor ***** „ ; « r t d^iUod and other adj&eont 
land. o» «hW«J »*m * J . T ^ i i o i t i t - %»o rale. «w rogulotlono 
Strtd t " 
*t the U»utaio3ioa» , f v i i ' ^ .aenood the driiiwiii 
3. ?u»t tt? ^ - f ! / t l . t - J " i t ^ * t h o ' ruioa reaul^Uon* of 
3f * « H a »i ^ '->eated "uroty >ond or .onds oxooutod by 
- , e Urtitod >t«tea . i t . . - • -m • 

4 . mat aaid OU ^ l r * d , » ? ' * f t i v , ao lo30ort woro o .nooiiod 
-•aooo, fro oala t ~ x i a : , id :?illla««,oln«* aaid date, 

/ ^aid i t ^ f H i t l ^ d liaid.^r a id «oUo,nor the 

or o w l y ^Uh tho w l « ^ - n J r o W e t i a , 0 f o i l , goo ««d 

oVuonrloo to f : U _ i . tho footago and amount of 
^ d -o aaid n^ndln ; iono«i to your petitioner 
oa3i:tg **d dtoonaioas taereor ^ fc0 t U o 3 oaoi«»t«n. 
mifliolonUy oo tnaw uo — 

ILLEGIBLE 



5. Your p e t i t i o n e r alleges lhat said H . L . ' f i l l i n s has no r g a t , t i t l e 
or in te res t ia or to the lands JH which said wel ls were d r i l l e d , a s 
heretofore set f o r t h and by roaso ; of neglect nd f a i l u r e of t e 
said h h . i l l i r a s to comply with the law, and the rule s and rugual t ions 
of the Commission, a id wells arid e-\ch of them are i n f a c t abandoned 
wells ,an shouhd by the Commissio.i be so adjudged,and should by the 
Co,.:iiiissio * be ordered plugged i accordance wi th aaid laws,rules and 
regula t ions . 

6. Tour p e t i t i o n e r asks that a i l of the records of the Conjaission 
ia connection wi th the matters and things herein referred to be made 
a part of th us p e t i t i o n by reference, 

7. Your pe t i t i one r fu rhe r states that he secured an O i l h Gas Lease 
fro.a said ^a-tlroad Company f o r the land upon whioh -.fell Ho.4 was 
d r i l l e d by said 51 . L . Will iams, and now h Ida a one half i n t e r st there in , 
and desires to develops aaid land under said Leaee,and the condi t ion ' 
of aaid e l l ho.4 i a suoh that i t should be plugged,so that no damage 
may ba done by in t rus ion of waters arid other detrimental elements or 
sui;.stances in formations other than ia whioh encountered, 

i . Thai/ " /e i l Uo.3 herein re fer red t o , i r i l e d by said *!.L.Williams 
i s not under Lease to any one,as your pe t i t i one r is informed and 
oeiievQ3,bu aaid w e l l , ! in present condit ion,should be plugged 

prevent damage to aaid land and other adjacent lands,and your 
p e t i t i o n e r i a informed and believes that the fee owner of aaid 
land desires that t h i s should be done,b order of the Commission. 

9 . four pe t i t ioner ,upo . information end be l i e f , a l l eges that said 
h . >'illiaras is now deceased. 

10. Tour pe t i t i one r ,ho ld ing aa in teres t in aaid o i l * Gas Lease 
aa aforesaid desires that aia wells and e >ch of them be plugged, 
so t h , , ho may be an sit red Uir-.t, a i s lea ed land w i l l be protected, 
and your p e t i t i o n e r i s w i l l i n g to assume the r e spons ib i l i t y of 
pl:.;g_,in._ said we l l s , i f permitted to sal van e tho casing i said wel ls 
as compensation,otherwise f o r the reasonable cost and expense in 
connectio therewi th , 

hllaRSFOaB; ifour p, t i t i o n e r a i s ; 

1 . '.Chat a date be set f o r hearing hereon aad that tho Coi-uaission give 
not ice thereof i * acoor-aance with hie rule and regulat ions in such 
eases made and provided. 
2 . fhac at suoh hearing the Soamission aa judge said wells and each 
of them to have been abaondoned and be abandoned we l l s . 
h . -hat said wells be plugged ia aocor anee wi th the rules a d regulations 
uf the aa?. mission. 
4. T at p e t i t i o n e r be permi ted to plug said wells under such terms and 
condi t ions as may be agreed upon. 
5. For suoa other or f u r t h e r orders, judgments or r e l i e f as may be deemed 
proper to the Coramission,under the laws,rules and regulations per ta in ing 
thereto• 

••lespectfully submitted. 

Cop, hereof mailed t o , (signed) Al Greer 
r lober t Nelson, aupt of flairas Al Greer, \ztec,?'few Mexico, 

of the United atates F i d e l i t y Ss huaraniy 
Cowpany, I n i v a r s i t y b u i l d i n g , leaver» Solo, 
" r s.o.iiemenway > W i d Cooraiaaioner k. 
RR. Albquerque, New Mexico. 

-aib o>- b*d and sworn to beforem© th i s 37 th d >,y of January ,1944. 

ay coamissioa expires February 1 ,1944. G e o r g e F . B r u i n g t o n 

(Seal) Notary ^ b l i c . 

copy. 
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IL CONSERVATION COMMISSIO. 
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

February 8, 19UA 

Mr. A* Greer 
Aztec, New Mexico 

Be: H. L. Hilliaiai - $10,000 Bond - Co., surety. 3-1-29 
II. L. Wllliaas - AT k 3F Wo. 3, SWSW 29-13N-8W 
H. L. Williams - AT & SF « 4, fflSSW 19-i®f-6W 

Dear Alt 

this is to acknowledge receipt of Registry Mo. 466, con­
taining your petition relating to the plugging of the above two 
captioned walls. lour petition will be brought to the attention 
of John M. Kelly, Director of this Cosasisaion, who will present 
the petition before the ConrtLaaion for setting of a date for 
hearing and the ordering of publicstion of notioe as prescribed 
by law. 

If I knew his name, 1 would be happy to congratulate the 
attorney who draw this petition. I congratulate both you and 
Mr. Robert C. Nelson, Superintendent of Claim far the Surety 
Coapany, for bringing about skilled service in the rendition of 
the petition. Tha petition, being the foundation ef a case, is 
of aoro than suspseted importance j for if a petition is well 
drawn i t is cirwnspect with respect to object desired as i t 
relates to legal feasibility. 

Very truly yours, 

John II. Kelly 
Director 

CHLiHS 
cc Robert C. Nelson y 

Supt. of Claiias 
U5F&0 CO. Chief Clerk k Legal Adviser 
University Building 
Denver, Colo. 





BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF 

THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO. 

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION OF 

, AL GREER ASKING THAT WELLS DRILLED 

BY H.L.WILLIAMS OM LANDS UNDER THE 

JURISDICTION OF THE COMMISSION BE 

ADJUDGED ABANDONED, 

JANUARY 1944. 

PETITION. 

To the Oil Conservation Commission 
of the State of New Mexico. 

Gentlemen; 

Comes now Al Greer, p e t i t i o n e r , a resident of Aztec, 
New Mexico, and r e s p e c t f u l l y shows to the Commission. 

1 . That heretofore one H.L.Williams held an o i l and gas lease 
from Santa Fe a c i f i c Railroad Company upon lands owned by said 
Company s i tuated i n McKinley County, State of New Mexico, described 
( i n par t ) as the SW-|SW£ Section 29 and NE!̂ s'w|- Sect ion 19, i n Township 
18 North of Range 8 West, N.M.P.M. 

2. That under said lease or leases held by said H.L.Will iams he 
d r i l l e d what i s known as Well No.4 of the said SliSWi Section / 9 
and Well No.3 on the said SW|-SW^ Section X 9 a n d ootK of said w e l l s , 
as your pe t i t i one r i s informed and believes were d r i l l e d to a depth 
of between 1800 and 1900 feet and said wells were not properly 
d r i l l e d , o r completed, and the sands encountered were not protected 
and are not now protected to prevent in t rus ion of waters,or other 
detr imental elements or substances from in t rud ing i n formation and 
sands other than i n which encountered, a l l to the detriment of said 
lands on which said wel ls were d r i l l e d and other adjacent lands, 
and i n v i o l a t i o n , o r noncompliance wi th the rules and regulat ions 
of the Commission. 

3. That up to the time that said H.L.Wil l ims commenced the d r i l l i n g 
of said wel ls he had complied wi th the rules and regulat ions of 
the Commission and had posted Surety Bond or Bonds executed by 
The United States F i d e l i t y & Guaranty Company. 

4 . That said O i l and ^as Leases running to said H.L.Will iams as 
Lessee, from said Railroad Company, as lessor, were cancelled 
by said lessor i n the year 1941 and said Will iams,since said date, 
has no r i g h t s in or to said leased land,nor said wel ls ,nor the 
casing therein,and said H.L.Wil l iams 'has f a i l e d to l i v e up to 
or comply w i t h the rules and regulat ions of the Commission, 
inc lud ing reports as to operat ions,protect ion of o i l , gas and 
watwr formations, plugging of the wells,and neglect and f a i l u r e 
otherwise to comply wi th his ob l iga t ions ,bo th to the Commission 
and to said Bonding Company; That the footage and amount of 
casing and dimensions thereof i s not known to your pe t i t i one r 
s u f f i c i e n t l y so that he can give the same to the Commission. 



5. Your p e t i t i o n e r a l l eges tha t sa id H . L . W i l l i m s has no r i g h t , t i t l e 
o r i n t e r e s t i n or t o the lands on which said w e l l s were d r i l l e d , a s 
h e r e t o f o r e set f o r t h and by reason o f neg lec t „nd f a i l u r e of the 
s a id H . L . ' * ' i l l i m s to comply w i t h the law, and the r u l e s a n d r u g u a l t i o n s 
o f the Commission,said w e l l s and each of them are i n f a c t absndoned 
w e l l s , a n ", shoukd by the Commission be so adjudged,and should by the 
Commission be ordered plugged i n accordance w i t h sa id l a w s , r u l e s and 
r e g u l a t i o n s . 

6 . Your p e t i t i o n e r asks t h a t a l l of the records o f the Commission 
i n connect ion w i t h the mat ters and t h i n g s he re in r e f e r r e d to be made 
a pa r t of t h i s p e t i t i o n by r e f e r e n c e . 

7. Your p e t i t i o n e r f u r h e r s t a tes t h a t he secured an O i l ob Gas Lease 
f rom sa id R a i l r o a d Company f o r the l and upon which Well No.4 was 
d r i l l e d by sa id H . L . W i l l i a m s , a n d now h. j lds a one h a l f i n t e r e s t t h e r e i n , 
and des i res to develope sa id l and under sa id Lease,and the c o n d i t i o n 
of s a id Well No.4 i s such t h a t i t should be plugged,so t ha t no damage 
may be done by i n t r u s i o n of waters and o ther d e t r i m e n t a l elements or 
substances i n fo rma t ions o ther than i n which encountered. 

3 . That Wei l No.3 he re in r e f e r r e d t o , d r i l l e d by sa id H . L . W i l l i a m s , 
i s no t under Lease to any one,as your p e t i t i o n e r i s in formed and 
b e l i e v e s , b u t sa id w e l l , i i n present c o n d i t i o n , s h o u l d be plugged 
to prevent damage to sa id l and and o ther ad j acen t lands ,and your 
p e t i t i o n e r i s in formed and be l i eves t h a t the fee owner o f said 
l a n d des i res t h a t t h i s should be done,by order o f the Commission. 

9 . Your p e t i t i o n e r , u p o n i n f o r m a t i o n and b e l i e f , a l l e g e s t h a t sa id 
H. L . W i l l i a m s i s now deceased. 

10 . Your p e t i t i o n e r , h o l d i n g an i n t e r e s t i n sa id O i l & Gas Lease 
as a f o r e s a i d des i res t h a t sa id w e l l s and each of them be plugged, 
so t h a t he may be assured t h a t h i s leased l and w i l l be p r o t e c t e d , 
and your p e t i t i o n e r i s w i l l i n g to assume the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f 
p lugg ing sa id w e l l s , i f p e r m i t t e d to salvahe the casing i n sa id w e l l s 
as compensat ion,otherwise f o r the reasonable cost and expense i n 
connec t ion t h e r e w i t h . 

WHEREFORE; Your p e t i t i o n e r as&s; 

I . That a date be set f o r hear ing hereon and t h a t the Commission give 
n o t i c e t he r eo f i n accordance w i t h the r u l e and r e g u l a t i o n s i n such 
eases made and p r o v i d e d . 
2 . That at such hear ing the Commission adjudge sa id w e l l s and each 
o f them to have been abaondoned and be abandoned w e l l s . 
3 . That sa id w e l l s be plugged i n accordance w i t h the r u l e s a j d r e g u l a t i o n s 
of the Commission. 
4 . T ; at p e t i t i o n e r be p e r m i t t e d to p lug sa id we l l s under such terms and 
c o n d i t i o n s as may be agreed upon. 
5. For such o ther or f u r t h e r orders , judgments or r e l i e f as may be deemed 
proper to the Commission,under the laws, r u l e s and r e g u l a t i o n s p e r t a i n i n g 
t h e r e t o . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submi t t ed . 

Copy hereof ma i l ed t o , 
Mr Robert C.Nelson, Supt o f Claims A l Greer, Aztec,New Mexico, 
o f the U n i t e d Sta tes F i d e l i t y & Guaranty 
Company, U n i v e r s i t y B u i l d i n g , Denver, Co lo . 
I ' r E.O.Hemenway, Land Commissioner A.T.S'.J!. 
R"R. Albquerque, New Mexico. 
Subscribed and sworn to beforeme this 27th dav of January,1944. 
My Commission expires February 1M944. Cfa^y*^7'dA^t/Jn<J 

i Notary P u b l i c . 


