
November 0 # I9L8 

Beotal ^rothore 
Beotal Building 
Peoos, Texas 

Gentle men i 

When I talked to Mr, Frank Beotal oa October 18, he told at? 
that he would have a bond up oa the fleotal well In Otero County 
within two or three dr.ys. You thou Id have this bond in the Santa. 
Pe offioe by >T or ember 12, 19i»8» Tour only alternative to getting 
this bond up on the well is to have the veil plumed and abandoned 
by that date* I t will be necessary to get the approval of the Oil 
Conservation Connies ion before plugging the well* 

I should lik» y&a to note that the State law provides a penalty 
for drilling a well without aa approved for® C-101. I should like to 
oall your attention to the f i rs t para.^lfc-fltt pfcge 17 ia the enclosed 
paiaphl ot* 

Yours very truly. 

OIL OII^BVATIOH COMMISSION 



N E W M E X I C O 
• I L C O N S E R V A T I O N C O M M I S S I O N 

GOVERNOR T H O M A S J . M A B R Y 
CHAIRMAN 

L A N D C O M M I S S I O N E R J O H N E. M I L E S 
MEMBER 

S T A T E G E O L O G I S T R. R. S P U R R I E R 

SECRETARY A N D • I RECTOR 

ROOM 2 0 5 , BOOKER B U I L D I N G 

December 2, 19^8 

Mr. R. R. Spurr ier , Director 
O i l Conservation Commission 
Box 871 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Dear Mr. Spurr ier : 

Mr. Frank Bectel , who i s d r i l l i n g a w e l l near Newrrian i n 
Otero County, ca l led me to say that t h e i r f i n a n c i a l statement 
was inadequate f o r a Bonding Company to issue a bond on the i r 
w e l l . He thinks tha t they w i l l be refinanced i n such a manner 
that the w e l l can be bonded by Deoember l ^ t h , 19^48. H© has 
asked tha t the Commission be pa t ient w i t h him a few morie days. 

We have been put o f f on th i s bond s ix t imes. I havie not 
turned i t over to our lega l department yet and I am not i n 
favor of attempting to f i n e these operators before December 
16th. However, a t that t ime, I would l i k e to tu rn the whoie 
matter over to the Santa Fe o f f i c e or the l ega l department. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 



July 13, 19U9 

Frank Beohtel 
Beohtel Bros. 
Peoos, Texas 

Dear Mr» Beohtel: 

W i l l you please l e t nie know whether you 
are s t i l l working on the Beohtel Bros. Maris-State 
in Otero County and what you plan to do wi th th i s 
w e l l . 

Verjt t r u l y yours, 

OIL COHSESVATIJB COMMISSION 

JNt dm 



Ootober 11, I9l$ 

Beotel Bros. 
Peoos, Texas 

Gentlemen! 

Please send i n s form C-102 on your w«l!l, 
showing where the pipe is set and how deep the wel l i s . 

I f you are no longer the operator on t h i s 
w e l l , i t would be to your advantage bo re l ieve youreelf 
of the ob l iga t ion of plugging the wel l* 

Very t r u l y yours, 



DEAN & DEAN INSURANCE AGENCY 
DEAN CAMP BUILDING 

PECOS, TEXAS 

October 31, 1949 

Mr. R. R. Spurrier, Director 
Oi l Conservation Commission 
Box 871 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Re: Central Surety &. Insurance Corp#l65064 
Frank Betchel and Elmer Betchel dba 
Betchel Brothers. 

Dear Sir: 

The captioned bond was effective December 14, 1948, and i s an o i l 
well d r i l l i n g bond to State of New Mexico, and covered a well known 
as Bechtel Brothers-Josephine A. Maris—State No.1, on the NW£ of 
the SW£ of Section 23, twp 25 S, Range 8 East, i n Ctero County, 
New Mexico. 

We w i l l appreciate i t i f you w i l l advise us as to the status of thi s 
bond and i f a l l covenants have been complied with, i f you w i l l forward 
release of l e t t e r releasing the bonding company from i t s l i a b i l i t y 
under this bond. 

We are enclosing self addressed stamped envelope for your convenience. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

DEAN & DEAN INSURANCE AGENCY 

db 



Novoabex % 1M> 

9ewi '"V I«e; -.» Insurance Agency 
Deaii Oaap .ouiMlng 
Pecos, Tessas 

Kr,% i'rank •:*~htol and iOasr Bechtel 
dA>/a techtel Brothers - C5,000 
one-well bond - Central aurety 

QpnttesiKais 

I: I ' , 1 - ••• sfferonce the captioned bo:-d, status of the ve i l 
Is ct present, Bond cannot be released un t i l logs 
hare been f i led (C-105) and forms sabnittod shoving hov the 
well ia to he plagued (C-102) art? f ina l approtel gllfto to the 
pluming ('1-103) bv o-ar o i l aod gas ina^oeW Mr. j£*tia Setjssaa. 

A a aoon as the operate** hare coEplled v i th tbercquire-
jasaats of the Oil Conservation Corsnission, tbe bond taay be 
releasee!. 

Very truly yours, 

bpw Secretary and Director 

eei Itr. Justin Newnan, 
Artesia 

Justin - Would you please keep your eye on thia well so they 
will comply with our regulations, jhanks 



N E W M E X I C O 
O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N C O M M I S S I O N 

G O V E R N O R T H O M A S J . M A B R Y 
CHAIRMAN 

L A N D C O M M I S S I O N E R G U Y S H E P A R D 
MEMBER 

S T A T E G E O L O G I S T R. R . S P U R R I E R 
SECRETARY AND DIRECTOR 

/ R O O M 2 0 5 , B O O K E R B U I L D I N G 

November l l } , 19J49 / 

Mr. R. R. Spurr ier , Director 
O i l Conservation Commission 
Box 671 
Santa Fe, Hew Mexico 

Re: Frank and Elmer Beohtel 
§5,000 one-well bond-Central Surety Co. 

NW SW Sec. 23-25S-8E 

Dear Mr. Spurrier: 

I have ju s t received your l e t t e r to the Dean and Dean Insurance 
Agency i n Peoos. The Bechtel brothers have never cooperated w i t h 
t h i s o f f i c e i n any way during the d r i l l i n g of th i s w e l l . They s t a r t ­
ed operating without a bond or an approved C-101 and they would not 
keep us informed as to t h e i r progress. This cost us a great deal of 
time and money since i t is a long way from our o f f i c e and the roads 
are unimproved. 

I hardly th ink Bechtel Brothers w i l l plug the w e l l or send i n 
any of the forms as you ou t l ined , but i f they wish to cancel the bond, 
we w i l l help them get permission from the army to go i n and plug the 

We have had che same t rouble w i t h Holland Page, Jr . i n the same 
area. Either of these operators may want to use the army as an ex­
cuse f o r not plugging the wel ls but they brought the t rouble they 
had -with the army on themselves. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

JN:dn 



N E W MEXICO 
O I L C O N S E R V A T I O N C O M M I S S I O N 

G O V E R N O R T H O M A S J . M A B R Y 
CHAIRMAN V ^ S S f e v 

L A N D C O M M I S S I O N E R G U Y S H E P A R D 
M E M B E R 

STATE GEOLOGIST R. R. SPURRIER 
SECRETARY AND DIRECTOR 

V r . si* R. S p u r r i e r , D i r e c t o r 
O i l Conservat ion Commission 
-;cx -J71 

Santa Fo, i,ew I lex ioo 

!)ear Tr* 3 p u r r i e r : 

I n r ega rd t o the Bechtel B ro the r s , J . A. Bar i s -
State I \o. 1 , i n the KtffSrt' o f 2'j-~2^,B-QE, I have come 
t o the conc lus ion tha t y-:e w i l l ~et no coopera t ion 
froxr: the ope ra to r s . I . ovlci s u r e s t t'aat vie cancel 
bhe bond and ha^e the Cen t r a l Surety and Insurance 
Corpora t ion plus; the w e l l , as p r o v i d e d hy l aw. 

Very t r u l y y o u r s , 

J .: dn 

oc: Bechtel Brothers 
Peoos, Texas 



p 

January 25, 1950 

Hr, Justin iieura 
Oil Conservation Goeiaiosion 
Artesia, Umt i ojsico 

Dear IT, Ummmt 

Thin is in r^ply So your lei-tar of Janttcry 2& to viiici you 
suggest thnt ire cancel tho bond oo ths Bechtel Brothers well in 
Otero County. 

':* su&jost> tV-t ',-ie koon tho bond ia effect until we have 
notified the stu-ety ooenany aort until they have plugged the vei l . 

Very truly yours, 

OIL cmmmmm .ommsim 

RKSibpw Secretary and Director 

oet Boehtel Brothers 
Pecos, Texas 



3 5 5 M Y R T L E A V E T P H O N E a - 4 4 2 1 

E L P A S O , T E X A S 

August 16, 1950 

Mr. R. R. Spurrier 
Oi l Conservation Commission 
State of New Mexico 
Santa Fe , New Mexico 

Re: Central Surety & Insurance Corporation Bond No. 
165064 - Prank Bechtel and Elmer Bechtel dba 
Bechtel Brothers - One .veil D r i l l i n g Bond to 
State of New Mexico covering N$iSW| of Sec. 23, 
T. 25 S . , R. 8 E . 

Dear Mr. Spurrier: 

life would appreciate you advising us the status of the 
above wel l . 

I f same has been plugged and abandoned, w i l l you please 
l e t us have cancellation evidence? 

Yours very truly, 

ECHLIN-IRVIN-CROviELL & CO. 

CEFoote/jm 

i 

3 



r 

ikuguct 22, 

355 turt le Avoiruo 
£1 Paso, Tessas 

u,$ frsak sari ..lner Baehtal a/b/a Beehtel Gotham • 
oao4p.ll boad - Central Surety Jaosraaee Cars* 
16506/, - :^ Si, 2>P5^S£ 

Oentl^rxBi 

K t i l i-sfcsranee to th© Bechtel Brothers, Josephine A, taris State 
i;©. 1, a-.//, section 23, T.25 Sp E.S £, Otero County, :;av raxicc, 
ve vis!-, tc advise that no forss have been filed with tk's -2am!ssloa. 

UR-:.er oar "ulo 2"Q (c) i t provides th&t when d r i l l l a . operations 
have beer; su3-v.;n'e-i" :.'or C;0 tays, the well aat.ll ba plu^^et* an! absabned. 

Therefore, i t nljhi be is ltae for the Aaerleaa iisplayers to 
rsetli-'on for fin orCer dircctec1 to Bechtel Brothers to show e&ase vhy t l * 
well In the Taj I section 23, T*25 3, F.»8 & should not be declared 
aesfK-oncx* ordered plugged. 

Tory truly years, 

cei >JVJ, i>rt©s-ia 
Deehtel Troc, 
Pecos, Texas 

Secretary aafi director 



E C H Ll N -1 RV I N - C R O W E L L & C O . 

3 5 5 M Y R T L E A V E - : - P H O N E 2 - 4 4 2 1 

E L P A S O , T E X A S 
•.• - „ 

A -

September 29, 1950. 
•0 

Mr. R. R. Spurrier 
Secretary and Director 
O i l Conservation Commission 
Santa Fe, New Mexico. 

Re: CENTRAL SURETY AND INSURANCE CORPORATION BOND 
No. l6506l(. - Prank Bechtel and Elmer Bechtel dba 
Bechtel Brothers - One A e l l D r i l l i n g Bond to 
State of New Mexico covering NŴ -SWi of Sec. 23, 
T 25S, R. 8 E. 

Dear Mr. Spurrier: 

Please refer to your l e t t e r of August 22nd. 

Y:e would appreciate you advising us i f t h i s well has 
now been properly plugged and abandoned and i f our 
l i a b i l i t y has been discharged. 

Yours very t r u l y , 



p' 

November 6, 1950 

RE; Prank and ULmer Beohtel d/b/a Beohtel Brothers - Ho. 165064 
ii- 3W 23-v25S-8E 

X paragraph 1. 



E C H Ll N -1 RV I N - C R O W E L L & C O . 

3 5 5 M Y R T L E A V E - i - P H O N E 2 - 4 4 2 1 

E L P A S O , T E X A S 

Janv^r-x 2 5 , 1 9 5 1 . 

M r . P. . •^yr . r r ier 
Se ore t a r ; / and D i r e c t o r 
IPev " A ; i e o . ' 1 C o n s e r v a t i o n Oorxai'- s i on 
Sar Pu, Da": - v x l c o . 

Re: (PPD'PDL DP P.T"-" ,DP t v D'Pa . : ~ CDp PGR '..TT QU DO'-T; r 
;A 16^0611 - P ra rP - e c h t e l and D i n e r b e c h t e l ciba 
!V| B e o h t e l B r o t h e r s - one D e l l D r l i l i n r Bond t o 
aPStata cp Dev.-- P.e~.ico - D 5 . O'.'O .DO - 1 2 - 1 1 L - L L 6 . 

Dear- ~ 'v . -""our-rie r : 

Have vo^ as r e t r e c e i v e d R e p o r t on R e s u l t o f P l u m p i n g 
( 0 - 1 0 3 ) a~oarovcd bv t h e O i l D 0-as I n s p e c t o r ? 

I f s o , v / i l l v o u p ie ace l e t us hi', ve c a n c e l l a t i o n e v i d e n c e 
under t D i s t end? I f n o t . p l e a s e 1 t us knot? t h e c u r r e r t 
s i • t v s . 

Your s v a r y t r u l " . 

D' L l ' ~PP7Y~-C PC . DLL " (D; 



G O V E R N O R E D W I N L . M E C H E M 
C H A I R M A N 

L A N D C O M M I S S I O N E R G U Y S H E P A R D 
H I H B E R 

S T A T E G E O L O G I S T R. R. S P U R R I E R 
S E C R E T A R Y A N D D I R E C T O R 

New Mexico 1 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

ROOM 2 0 S , B O O K E R B U I L D I N G 

A p r i l 23, I 9 5 I 

l'_r. R. R. Spurr ier , 
O i l Conservation Commission, 
Box 8?1, 

Santa Fe, New I.exico 

Dear lAr. Spurrier: 
I n regard to the hearing concern­

ing the Bechtal Bros. No. 1 Josephine A. Maris, i n 
Section 23-25S-8E: The f a c t that they had t rouble w i t h 
the United States Amy does not excuse them from comply­
ing w i t h the Sules and Regulations of the Commission. 
They "brought the trouble on themselves because they did 
not cooperate wi th the Army Of f i ce r s who were running 
the f i r i n g range. They v io la ted rules and regulations 
both before and a f t e r t h e i r t rouble w i t h the army per­
sonnel. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

OH, CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

JPll/lp 



G O V E R N O R EDWIN L . M E C H E M 
C H A I R M A N 

L A N D C O M M I S S I O N E R G U Y S H E P A R D 
M E M B E R 

S T A T E G E O L O G I S T R. R. S P U R R I E R 
S E C R E T A R Y A N D D I R E C T O R 

New Mexico 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

ROOM 2 0 S , BOOKER B U I L D I N G 

A p r i l 23, I95I 

I T . R. R. Spurr ier , 
O i l Conservation Commission, 
Bore e y i , 

Santa Fe, New llexico 

Dear I r . Spurrier: 
In regard to the hearing on the 

Eechtal Bros, w e l l , No. 1 Josephine A. Maris, i n the 
Iv/v SIV Section 23-2 5S-8 E. , Otera County: I spent qui te 
a b i t of time t r y i n g to keep up w i t h t h e i r operations, 
but could never get any cooperation .from them. I have 
warned them by l e t t e r , and personally, tha t the Commission 
could have them plug the w e l l or have the bonding company 
plug i t . 

I f you want me to be present at t h i s 
hearing, please l e t me know by telephone immediately. 

Very t r u l y yours, 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 



355 M Y R T L E AVE-!-PHONE 2-44-21 

E L P A S O , T E X A S 

May 7, 1951 

Mr. R. R. Spurrier, 
Secretary and Director 
Oil Conservation Commission 
Capitol Building 
Santa Pe, New Mexico 

RE: Central Surety and Insurance Corporation Bond l©506lj. 
Prank Bechtel and Elmer Bechtel, d/b/a Bechtel Brothers -
One well drilling bond to State of Hew Mexico - #5#000«00 

Dear Mr, Spurrier: 

Some time ago you sent out a notice stating that hearing 
would be held on April 2bvth regarding the question of 
properly plugging the well under the captioned bond. 

We were advised that the above principal would be rep­
resented at this hearing and that they would get this 
situation cleared for us. 

We would appreciate your advising us the present status 
of this case. 

12/li^AB 

Yours very truly , 

ECHLIN-IRVIN-CROWELL & CO 

JCE/fg 


