
BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THE S T A T E OF NEW M E X I C O 

I N THE M A T T E R OF THE HEARING 
C A L L E D BY THE OIL CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION OF NEW M E X I C O FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

CAS E NO. 277 
ORDER NO. R-66 

THE A P P L I C A T I O N OF THE OIL CONSERVATION 
COMMISSION OF NEW M E X I C O UPON ITS OWN 
M O T I O N FOR A N ORDER D I R E C T E D TO T . W. 
B A I L E S , E L I Z A B E T H Y. S K E T C H L E Y , AND RIO" 
GRANDE C O M M U N I T Y , TO SHOW CAUSE WHY THEY 
SHOULD NOT P L U G THE RIO GRANDE C O M M U N I T Y 
S K E T C H L E Y W E L L NO. 1, S-W/4 SE/4 SECTION 5, 
TOWNSHIP 6 N . , RANGE I E . , N M P M . 

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

B Y T H E COMMISSION: 

This case came on r e g u l a r l y f o r hear ing at 10 o 'c lock a. m . 
on M a y 22, 1951, at Santa Fe , New M e x i c o , before the O i l Conservat ion 
Commiss ion of New M e x i c o , he re inaf te r r e f e r r e d to as the " C o m m i s s i o n . 

A 
NOW, on this day of December , 1951, the Commiss ion , a 

quorum being present , having f u l l y considered a l l the tes t imony adduced 
and exhibits rece ived at said hear ing , and being f u l l y advised i n the 
p r emise s , 

FINDS: (l) That due publ ic notice having been given as 
r equ i red by law, the Commiss ion has j u r i s d i c t i o n of this case and the 
subject mat te r thereof . 

(2) That inspect ion of the locat ion of the R io Grande 
Communi ty Sketchley W e l l No. 1, SW/4 SE/4 Sec. 5, Twp . 6N. , Rge. 1 E 
N M P M , by a representat ive of the Commiss ion discloses the w e l l bore 
has not been plugged, although the p remises and p i t s c l e a r l y show long 
abandonment, and f o r the prevent ion of underground waste and f o r loca ­
t i o n cleanup, the w e l l bore should be plugged as r equ i red by the Rules 
and Regulations of the C o m m i s s i o n . 

(3) That T . W. Ba i l e s , El izabeth Y . Sketchley, 
R io Grande Communi ty , or any other person, business associat ion, or 
corpora t ion asser t ing any in te res t , r i g h t , t i t l e , c l a im or demand i n or 
to said w e l l made no appearance i n the case, either persona l ly or by 1 

at torney, although p r o p e r l y served w i t h notice i n accordance wi th law 
and the Rules and Regulations of the Commiss ion . 

IT IS THER E FOR E ORDERED: 

(1) That T . W. Ba i l e s , El izabeth Y . Sketchley, the 
Rio Grande Communi ty , and/or the United States Casualty Company, New 
Y o r k , New Y o r k , as surety f o r E l izabe th Y . Sketchley, an i nd iv idua l , 
and a l l persons c l a iming any r i g h t , t i t l e , or in te res t i n or to that ce r t a in 
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w e l l bore located upon the SW/4 SE/4 Section 5, Township 6 N . , Range 
1 E . , N M P M , Valencia County, New M e x i c o , are hereby declared to be 
i n defaul t . 

(2) That said w e l l bore upon SW/4 SE/4 Section 5, Township 
6 N . , Range 1 E . , N M P M , is hereby declared abandoned and shal l be 
plugged in accordance w i t h the Rules and Regulations of the Commiss ion ; 
p rov ided , however, that T . W. Ba i l e s , E l izabe th Y . Sketchley, the R io 
Grande Communi ty , and/or any person c l a i m i n g any r i g h t , t i t l e or in te res t 
i n or to said w e l l bore may have t h i r t y (30) days f r o m the date of this 
order w i t h i n which to r e t r i eve recoverable m a t e r i a l f r o m said w e l l bore 
i f any there be, casing now i n the w e l l excepted, and to p r o p e r l y plug said 
w e l l bore i n accordance w i t h the ru les of th is Commiss ion and to c lear up 
the p remises ; upon f a i l u r e hereunder w i t h i n the t i m e speci f ied he re in 
the Commiss ion shal l c a l l upon the surety company, the United States 
Casualty Company, New Y o r k , New Y o r k , c /o Wal te r O. B e r g e r , A l b u ­
querque, New Mex ico , resident agent, at i t s own expense, to immed ia t e ly 
plug the said w e l l bore i n compliance w i t h the Rules and Regulations of 
th is C o m m i s s i o n . 

DONE at Santa Fe , New M e x i c o , on the day and year h e r e i n ­
above w r i t t e n . 

S T A T E OF NEW M E X I C O 
OIL. CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

E D W I N L . M E C H E M , Cha i rman 

SEAL 


