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BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO

MATTER OF THE HEARING

BY THE OIL CONSERVATION
ION OF NEW MEXICO FOR THE
OF CONSIDERING s

i

CASE NO. m
ORDER NO. R-172

THE APPLICATION OF BENSON & MORTIN
FOR AN ORDER ESTABLISHING UNIFORM
SPACING OF WELLS FOR THE PICTURED
CLIFFS FORMATION OF THE GALLEGOS
CANYON URIT AREA AND CERTAIN LANDS
ADJACENT THERETO, SAN JUAN COUNTY,
NEW MEXICO.

OF THE COMIISSION
BY THE COMMISSION:

This cause came on regularly for hearing at 9 o'clock a.m. June 19,
1952, at Santa Fe, New Maxice, before the 0Oil Censervation Commission of New
Mexico, hereinafter referred to as the "Commission®, '

NOW, cn this A %day of July, 1952, the Commission, s quorws being
present, having considered the testimony adduced and the sxhibits received at
said hearings, and being fully advised in ths premises,

FINDS:

1, That dus public notice having been given as required by law, the
Commission has jurisdiotien of this cause and the subject matter thereof,

2. That the follewing described lands in S8an Juan Comty, New Mexico,
in all probability, esbrece & common gource of supply of gas in the Plotured
Cliffs formation, and include the approximate northwesterly cne-half of the
West Kuts-Pictured Cliffs Pool as presently defined by Commission Order R-42
in Case Noe 244, Commission Order R-156 in Case Ho. 363, and Cemmission Order
R=15-A in Case Noe 363, to-wits
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3¢ That apparently ane gas well to the Pictured Cliffs formation
of the above lands will efficiently, effectively and soonomically drainm an
area of 320 acres, and ths testimony indicated that drilling wells in a
pattern of greater density is unneeessary, and not to the best interests
of conservation, and could result in wasteful use of oritical materials.

4« That in an effort to determine whether such msasures will insure
orderly developpant, protect correlative rights and prevent possidls waste,
the sbove lands should be developed on a 320-acre spasing pattern for a
period of ons yesr from date of this order, and at the end of one year
applicant shall present testimony to -hnu;ilym spacing should be
retained.

5¢ That to insure the proper and uniform spacing of all wells drilled
t0 the common scurce of supply under the above lands and to protect the
correlative righta of all the parties interested therein, all wells drilled
mmmmoummmmmmlwmmatwﬂnmzqmmﬂof@
governmsntal section confox;uug with Rule 104 of the Commission's Rules and
Regulations, with only such exceptions as are neeessary for existing nem-
conforming wells, future wells on good causs shown, and such off-get wells as
nay be necessary and that approval for such nom-conforming locations may de
given by the Secrewtary of the Commaission upen preper application therefor,

6+ That the existing Commission Order Ne. R-{6 in Case No., 237, re-
lating to the former West Kutg-Pictured Cliffs Pool, and the forser South
Kuts~Pictured Cliffs Pool, now consolidated into the West Kuts-Plotured Cliffs
Fool, should be and remain in full effect and undisturbed herehy,
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I? IS THEREFORE ORDERED:
1. That the following described lands in San Juan County, New Mexiso,

embrace a common source of supply of gas in the Pictured Cliffs formatiom,
and inelude the approximate northwesterly ome-half of the West Kuts-Pictured
Cliffs Pool as presently defined by Commissien Order R-42 in Case No. 244,
Cosmission Order R-156 im Case No. 363, and Commission Order R-156-A in Case
No. 363, to-wits
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2+ That the above lands be developsd en a 320-ecre spasing pattern for
a period of one year from the date of this order; That at the regular Cemm~
ission hearing for the month of Juns, 1953, the operators shall show cause why
the above descoribed area should not be developed on a 160-acre pattern,

3¢ That all wells drilled therein to the Pictured Cliffs formation
be located in the southwest and northeast quarters of each governmental seotion,
conforming to Rule 104, of the Commission’s Rules and Regulations with only
such exceptions as are necessary for existing non-conforming wells, future
wells on good cause showm, and sush off-set wells as may be necessary, and
that approval for such non-eenforming locations may be given by the Secretary
of the Commission upon proper application therefor.
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4e That the existing Commission Order Ko, R~46 in Case No. 237 re-
lating to the former West Kuts~’istured Cliffs Pool, and the formsr Sowth

Kubs-Pictured Cliffs Peol, now consolidated into the West Kuts-Pictured Cliffs
Pool, be and remain in full effect and undisturbed hereby,

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, on the day and ysar hereinabove designated,

STATE OF NEWHEXICO
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

EININ L. MECHEM, Chairman
GUY SHEPARD, Mesber

R. R, SPURRIER, Secretary



