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SECRETARY ANDDIRECTOR

P. O. BOX 871
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September 24, 1952

To the Committee on 80-acre spacing - Case 407:

Mr. Harry Leonard, Chairman
Mr. R. S. Christie

Mr. Wm. E. McKellar, Jr.
Judge E. H. Foster

Mr. G. T. Hanners

Mr. Jack Danglade

Ge ntlemen:

The Commission has chosen you to advise them on certain
questions relating to Case 407, namely,

1. At what depth should the order be effective;
How many wells should be drilled before
the hearing is called;
3. Should there be a time limit for the date of
the hearing,
and such other questions as the Committee may desire to report on.

The Committee may select anyone they choose to represent
them as an alternate.

We appoint Mr. Harry Leonard as Chairman to organize the
Committee and set a date for its meeting.

Very truly yomrs,

R. R. Spurrier
RRS:lh Secretary - Diredfbr
One original copy mailed
to each member of the above
mentioned Committee and
carbon copy to Mr. Glenn Staley.



NEW MEXICO SCHOCOL OF MINES

Socorro, New Mexico

Petroleun knglneering separtaent

11 Jecembsr 1952

Kr. kichard R. Spurrier
State Geclioglst
Santa Fe, llew iexlce

Dear Dick:

I was greatly lntsrested 1ln tine article,
waich appsared in thie morning's 'Journal', quotling
from a coamunication =2ddressed-to-you by certaln New
Kexilco ‘'educators', concerning oil and gas well spac-
Ing in the stats.-

The law which established the Conservaticn
Cormlesion finds its only legal basis in ths 'Preven-
tion of waste'. This waste can Re measured in-dellars
238 well as in-barrels of oil.

I agree that oll and .28 well spacling de~
pends on zuch factors as porosity, permeability, etc.
but it also depenis on the cost of c&rilling and produc-
ing the wellg, I can see how the cost of two wells
mi_ht exceed the value of tns oll obtalned from then,
whereas the sazne amount of cil could pe obtalned fron
one well at a profit. Certalilnly we cannot expect people
to Gaveleps oll and gas pcols unlass the; can reasonably
expect a return on tze ilnvestment. Tinls is particularly
true in the case of deep wells which may cost as uuci as
2 million dollars =zsca, during thelr productive 1if..

I am not, and never have been, convinced that
a unliform spacling was the best approacn to conservation.
It 13 entirely possible that the area drained oy a single
well micit bDe 2¢ small as one acre or as great as 600,
This dralnage ares, fcr a particular pool, can only be de-
termined after certaln parameters sucn as porosity, pera-
gability, caturetion, viscoslity, water content, tnlckness,
Inciination, structurs, unifornity, well drilling cecsts,
well producing costs, and crude oil prices ars establisnsd



for the osarticulsr field. Unfortunately these are not
fully deternmined until late in the life of tie pool.

It 1s logical that we should dsvslcope a
new oi1l or gas pool slowly, and on &« wide szaclng, un-
til we can establish the optlmum spaclng and locatlion
of wells for that pool. I do not believe that locating
wells in the center of legal land sub-dlvisions has any
validlity. In a domal type of trap, with an active water
drive, the wells should be locatsd along concentric, sub-
surface, structurzl contours, for ths grsatest ultimats
recoverye.

I realize, however, that ths legal profession
1s not sufflcliently advanced tc apprecizte this line of
reasoning and that we willl have to continus tc adnere to
pre z2nt practlce untll the doctrine of unlt opsraticrn of
0ll and gas pools can bhe substituted for the present tenet
of 'zorrslative rights'.,

The rullng 1in guestion 1s, ln my opinicn, a
great cstep forward 1n the technique cf oil fleld develop-
ment and I hope 1% will receive your well considered sup-
port.

The educators should be brought to realize
that they will receive any tax moner from wells which
ave not drilled. If the cstablishment of tempcrary, wide,
gpacing willl accelsrate dsesvelopmant of our resources then
toe answer i:s obvious,

I know that you have considered thsse matters

but I want you to know that ycu can count on ay support
and azsistance 2t any time.

s3ast regards,

ilarence 3, #.lsox, Jr
Head of wvept,



R. W. TESCH
PETROLEUM ENGINEER AND GECLOGIST
CONTINENTAL LIFE BUILDING
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

January 6, 1953

RWT - File 241 - 53

Mz. G. T. Hanners

Stansell Bidg.
Lovington, New Mexico

Mr. Harry l.eonard
Box 872
Roswell, New Maexico

Mr., Jack Danglade
Lovington, New Mexico

Gentlemen:

You bave asked me to investigate and advise you in regard to the proposed
state-wide order for New Mexico providing for 80-acre development for
wells below ten thousand fest in depth,

I have investigated this matter and have come to the coaclusion that such

an order would be ill-advised, and that it would not be to the interests of
many operaters and royaity owners for such a rule to be passed by the
Conservalion Commission. On the contrary, it is my opinion that such

an order could cause irreparable damage. In support of this general
conclusion, 1 am attaching nine detailed conclusions, which I have developed
as a resuit of my investigation.

it is my recommendation that you advise the Commission that you do not
favor the proposed rule, and that you further advise them that it is your
opinion that each field should be judged on its own particular conditions.

If I can be of further assistance to you in regard to this matier, kindly
advise.

Yours very truly,

R. W, Tesch
RWT:bab

Enc.



BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION, SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSION'S

MOTION FOR.EXTENSION OF SECTION G

(OIL PRORATION AND ALLOCATION) TO '
PROVIDE FOR.ADDITIONAL RULE 508, Case No. 407
ESTABLISHING QF TEMPORARY 80-ACRE

PRORATION UNITS

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The letter appointing this committee directed it to
report on three features of a proposed spacing rule and also
to report on such other questions as the committee might desire.
Wisdom of the proposed rule not being apparent, and the Phillips,
Amerada and Magnolia members of the committee having advocated
such a rule, the Chairman Harry Leonard, Acting Chairman G. T.
Hanners and Committee Member F. J. Danglade felt that an indepen-
dent, disinterested petroleum engineer should be consulted as to
the questions and problems necessarily connected with the proposed
rule before any attempt be made to report on the three specific
features of the proposed rule,

After consultation with R. W. Tesch, an independent
and disinterested petroleum engineer and geologist, of Ft. Worth,
and after thorough study of the proposed rule, it is the con-
sidered opinion of the undersigned chairman and committee members
that the features of it are so foreign to the orderly development
of the o0ll pools of this state that no further consideration
should be given to any of the features of the proposed rule, and
that the proposed rule, in its entirety, should be rejected. Not
only would the adoption of the proposed rule hamper the orderly
development of any filelds, but it would tend to the reductilon of
the ultimate recovery of oil, and, thereby, to the areation of
waste.

We, therefore, recommend that the proposed rule be
rejected for the following general reasons:

l. The adoption of such a spacing rule for new filelds,
in advance of thelr discovery, necessarily assumes
that all flelds will be identical and that one well
will always adequately and efficiently drain and
develop 80 acres, which experience in New Mexico
flelds has shown not to be true.



2. Each new field, after discovery, should be judged
on its own particular conditions. And if peculiar
conditions warrant an exception from normal rules,
the same should be considered after the establish-
ment of facts to warrant it, but the adoption in
advance of exceptions 1s necessarily based on a
false premise.

3. The public policy of New Mexico, as expressed in
the recent session of the Legislature, 1is for the
Commission, in establishing proration units, to
consider, among other things, the rights of royalty
owners and the reduced recovery, and physical
waste, which might result from the drilling of too
few wells; and the adoption of the proposed rule,
in advance of the dlscovery of the field or any
technical data or knowledge about it, would thwart
the expressed intent of the Legislature,

4, Although the proposed rule 1s disguised as a tem-
porary one, practical experience in such matters
convince impartlial observers that the actual
effect of it would be to shift the burden of :
proof to the royalty owners, and that the rights
of royalty owners, including the beneficlaries
of our State lands, could be Jeopardlzed.

5. That the orderly development of oll flelds would
be hampered by the adoption of any rule that
sanctioned the drilling of fewer wells than reason-
ably necessary to efficiently and adequately drain
and develop the fleld and that waste of natural
resources would thereby be created.

A copy of the report of R. W. Tesch, petroleum engineer
and geologist, settling forth his conclusions in more detail and
in more technical manner, after study of the proposed rule and
questions and problems necessarily connected with it, is attached
to this committee report as Exhibit "A", Mr, Tesch is personally
present, prepared to testify in suppoert of his conclusions and in
support of this commlttee report.

We respectfully recommend that the proposed rule, in
its entirety, be rejected.

Ha1A=RR



1.

R.W. TESCH
PETROLEUM ENGINEER AND GEOLOGIST
CONTINENTAL LIFE BUILDING
FORT WORTH, TEXAS

January 6, 1953
KT - File 241 - 53

CONCLUSIONS IN REGARD TO 80-ACRE PROKATION UNITS
AS A STATE-WIDE ORDER IN NEW MEXICO

Many oi the deeper structures have reveaied stesply dipping flanks and
compiex faulting, thus staggered 40-acre spacing with 80-acre proration
units couid result in one operator forcing another operator to drill at a
location which might be dry or located at an inferio: structure position.

8G-acre development will 2z¢sultl in less 0il being recovered than with
closer developmant.

Ruie 505 of the Conservation Commission provides for higher allowables
with depth and is based upon sconomic considerations so that an operator
recovers his inveatment in approximately the same time for different
depths. (Note: Ii there are unusuai economic conditions in any particular
field, then ..ule 505 shouid be revised for that field.)

High concentrated withdrawais for dispersed welis could conceivably
result in large quantities belng trapped off by uneven encroachment or
coning of waier.

No oli-producing state has ordered siatz-wide 8J-acre apacing for oil wells,

Nsarly ail cil-producing states inaugurate individual fieid ruies after
sufficient avidence has besn obtained to determine the most appiicabie rules.

la the case of the Crossroads Fieid, the New Mexico Commission found
that 80-acre development was improper and revised the rules for that
fisld back to 47-acre development,

The proposed B -acre rule is only a device to force the Commission to
assume responsibility for acts by operators that are contrary to their lease
contracts and obligations, and thus places the royalty owner (which inciudes
the public schools, state and federal governments) in the position of being
forced to sue the Commission for any illegal acts of an operator.

Thare are iour fields in New Mexico in which the Commission haa found that
8)-acre development is proper, thus proving that there is no necesasity for
a state-wide rule providing for 80-acre deveiopment beiow ten thousand feet.



COPY
MAGNOLIA PETROLEUM COMPANY

P. 0. Box 900, Dallas 1, Texas

LEGAL DEPARTMENT

September 29, 1952

ot CONSERVAT; N ;.
SANTA FFI:J;.‘;! b ,(,C‘Sf 0r
L
0CT 1= 1952 )/}
Mr. Harry Leonard (e jfgf
Roswell, New Mexico TSV (Y]

In ret New Mexico 01l Conservation
Commission Case No. 407

Dear Mr, Leonard:

I have this date received a letter from Mr. R. R,
Spurrier, advising that 1 have been chosen to serve on a
Committee with you,as Chairmen, to study and advise the
Commission relative to the above matter. I will be greatly
pleased to serve with you and the other members of the
Committee.

Inasmuch as the Commission has testatively set
this matter for the October 15th hearing, it is my thought
that 1f the Committee is to make substantlial and worthwhile
recommendations that we should meet several days previous
to the Commission hearing. Personally, I would prefer a
meeting date sometime during the week of Oetober Sth, A
meeting during this week would afford an epportunity to dis-
cuss the 1ssues, formulate some definite recommendations and
suggestions, and would afford an opportunity for Committee
members to clear these recommendations with the management
of thelr respective companlies or with thelr respective clients
before the Commission hearing. I will be glad to mest you

and your Committee members st Roswell or at any other place
convenlient to you and your Committee members.

I would appreciate hearing from you relative to
this matter.

Yours very truly,

WEMcK:es W. E. McKellar, Jr,

cc - Mr, R. R. Spurrier
State (eologist
Santa Pe, New Mexico

X-6740

RE



G.T. HANNERS
ATTORNEY-AT- LAW
STANSELL BUILDING

LoviNcTON,NEW MEXICO
September 29, 1952

Mr. R. R. Spurrier
Secretary-Director

0il1 Conservation Commission
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Provosed 80-Acre Spacing
Dear Mr., Spurrier: Case No. U407

I will be glad to serve on the committee to advise
with the Commission on the proposed spacing rule in Case 407
as mentioned in your letter of September 24th, and I will be
glad to meet such date as Mr. Leonard, the chairman, may sug-
gest for a meeting of the committee.

Yours very truly,

P

GTH:mp
CC:

Mr. Harry Leonard
J«P. White Building
Roswell, New Mexico

Mr. C., G. Staley
0il Conservation Commission
Hobbs, New Mexico

O prmery,
VAT
hlﬁt,“’ br ff’:"ljf‘(»uyg‘o\y
f ',’ JUJIL‘" \
U:f D - ]




OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Janeary 12, 1953

AN

me. &, £. McKellaz, Jr.. ass tendored his vesigaation
te i:e Comulssion to cunbie the assumption of etier duties wikh
tae Magneila Fetrel sum Company.

%o take thiz oppertunity to express our appreciation of
ais fine eervice and to wisk hies suceess.

Mr. E. 1. c.osler of $:¢ samme com aany, same address,

wili repiace kir. McRellor.
/ / Eio M

BR. &. &gﬁrz
RAG:1: Secretary

ee:

Mr, R. 3. Caristis

nig. ¥, L. McKellar, Jv.
Juige k. M. Foster

Mr. G. T. Hanners

Mg, Jack Dangisde

Mz. Jason Bellaiin

Coverne? £-win L. Michem
Land Comsissionsy 2. 5. walkes
Mr, J. L. B m :!'-

< T O O

LLEGIBLE
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

C $ 7
&\ E 407:

I _Temporary 80-acre proration umits are hereby est-
ablished for wildcat wells, as defined in Rule 164-A,
completed as oil wells with a poel depth range of
10,000 feet or more, deteymined in accordamce with
Rule 505-a;

.

3
AN

»

3. After the effective date of this order, no owner of a
producing well completed as a wildcat with a pool
depth range of 10,000 feet or more 9:2ll be required
to drill more than one well to ¢ach 80 acres in arder

to secure his preportionate part of the production;

3. Upen the completion of five wells to the same pro-

ducing formatien within & sadius of twe miles of such
wildcat well, the peoration unit shall be established
at 40 acres, unlass the opevator ean establish by
clear and convincing evidenss that one well will
efficiently and eccilinically drain the 80 acres
assigned to the well,

and such other previsiens as may properly be included therein as supported
by proper testimony amd evidence adduced at sald hearing.

NOTE: The above was submitted by Goverscr Mechem,

ILLEGIBLE
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Decammber 5. 1983

To tre Advisory (omurittes sm(Case 467

My, Harry Laonard, Ciairman
Mr. B. 5. Laristie

Mr. Y. E. Muheliar, J-.
Jusge i.. B, Fester

Mr. &G, 1. Naumers

kir. Jack Dangiad

GCeatlenen:

Dige 12 tae Hiness of Nrs. Tesch. Mr. Tesih will be
vaable ta attend tie Comunission hebring of December 14, 1952 as
an ex;ert witaers.

T e ( omnmission wiil thersfore ask continuance of Case
457 to the regular January 15, i9%) Leaving.

In -lew of this. it wiil not be Recasaary for other
Committes menmbers te Sviag excert witasvees 1o the Decowmber
¢, 19352 hearing.

Trusting that this willi meet with the appreval of ail
Comn ittee enrbars,

Yery teuly yun.

/ / <;‘~ 7/M

R, 5. iyaﬂ
Eis:is Secretary - Divecrer
cec:
Go - ernor KEdwin ... Mesher
Land Commissismer Gay Esepard
Mr. F 5. Walker

Mr. J. . Burk I l E -
Mr. Jacen Keliahin , GJ_B' :
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STATE OF NEW MEXICO

OFFICE OF STATE GEOLOGIST

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Dear Mr, McKellers N

Uommm“m‘lmrougmtmmwcu(m

AMvisory Committee, I

We are writing this %o let you Jmow how much ve appreeiate

yguu%a:mm%ﬂﬁtmmtmswmwin
nw job,

Sinecerely,

R. R. Spurrisr
RRS:lh Seeretary = Direator



Eap_ A BRCWHN
CiEteRR A CTLNG
RO ( _ECSETTER
RAINMCHD M MEFS
CRipt s WAL ACE
2 T OWI_KIMSON R

FRAMY . 30D_TON, JR.

JACK VTKREY
Sars HoFED
KOS MADDLE
FLOYD B FITTS
W_E. McKEL_AR, JF
AnLLTANTY

A SOCONY-VACUUM COMPANY

LEGAL DEPARTMENT

DALLAS 1, TEXAS

December 30, 1952

JAN2 1953

Committee on New Hﬁgibo Gonservation
Commission Case Nos U407 /

Mr. R. R. Spurrier
New Mexico 01l Conservation Commission
Santa Fe, New Mexieco

Dear Dick:

Effective January 1, 1953, I will no longer
be assiciated with the Legal Department of Magnolia
Petroleum Company. It is necessary therefore that
I tender my resignation on the above Committee,

1 have sincerely enjoyed working with you
and the other members of the New Mexlico Commission
and it is with heartfelt regret that I tender this
resignation.

Sincerely yours,

W, 2 rns 7(/9%“%

We E, MecKellar, Jr.

WrdMentece
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

December 16, 1952

Mr. J. L. Burke, Jr.
Superintendent of Schools
Jal, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Burke:

Thank you for your letter of identification,
however, I knew all the time who you were but my
secretary didn't.

I am glad to know you are serving on the
Committee and will be looking forward to seeing you

in January.

Very truly yours,

R. R. Spurrier
1h Secretary - Director



JAL PUBLIC SCHOOLS

JAL, NEW MEXICO

J. L. Burke, Jr., Superintendent December 9, 1952

Mr. R. R. Spurrier, Secretary-Director
71l Conservation Commission
Pe 0. Box 871
Santa Fe, New Mexico
Dear Mr, Spurrier;
So that you will know to whom you are directing copies of your cor-
respondence, the J. S. Burk on your list is none other than yours truly,

J. Lo Burke,

Will try to see you in January.

Cordially yours,

JLB/pk

on CU!\."SE?"{;‘-‘T:-‘OV‘Q COMMISSIGH

S‘Af’-r A Y]

i
‘[.

2
i,
HUnos



<t V14 EAST MARCY STREET

SANTA FE - NEWMEXICO

December 9, 1952

Governor Edwin L. Mechem, Member
0il Conservation Commission
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Governor Mechem:

We have received numerous communications from school people over the state
expressing concern over the Case #hOY before the 0il Conservation Commis-

sion. A hearing covering this case was held in Lovington on November 17,

at which time, according to our information, no agreement was reached.

The school people are interested vecause so much school revenue accrues
from leases of public lands. They want us to present their point of view
to the cormission. We feel that this point of view really coincides with
the point of view of the members of the commission, and that the commis-
sion members will appreciate the interest of the members of the teaching
profession.

The primary point of conservation is to assure to the public, the taxpay-
ers and the royalty holders, that when oil is discovered the pool is tho-
roughly explored, that production will be steady over a long period of
years, and when the pool is eventually abandoned it will be because the
pool has been exhausted of all available oil.

The primary interegt of school authorities is that the income from oil
lands will be steady, and over a long period of years, rather than a rapid
expangion and exhaustion over a short period of time. Ten million dollars
per year for ten years would not be near as attractive as five millions
per year for twenty years, in terms of steady school support.

It seems entirely within reason to assume that L wells on 80 acre spacings
would not be as efficient in releasing oil as 8 wells on 40 acre spacings.
The variation in porosity is such that in many cases deep wells on the
wider spacings would likely be abandoned before the maximum amount of oil
had been released. The allocation of production to wells on 80 acre spac-
ings would be much larger than on 40 acre spacings, thus encouraging the
forcing of a well and thus risking spoilage by water or exhaustion of sand
at a more rapid rate than the underground drainage could supply.

JOHN P. BTEINER CHAS. H. woobD MINNIO GILLILAND
EXECUTIVE BECRETARY FIELD SERVICE SECRETARY ASST. EDITOR SCHOOL REVIEW



Governor Edwin L. Mechem - Page 2

The fact that all producers entered the state with the understanding that
4O acre spacings were the rule in New Mexico and the fact that leases and
royalties were sold on the basis of forty acres, indicates that to change
now to 80 acre spacings would involve endiess litigation over royalties
and rights. A good deal of unfairness to small producers who may hold
adjacent drilling rights could result. Being forced to drill in the cen-
ter of an 20 acre offset might well place the well on the edge of the
pool, whereas, a B0 acre offset could more nearly insure good production.
It is well known that o0il pools in New Mexico are long snd narrow.

Big producers might consider it an advantage to be relieved of the respon-
sibility of drilling on 40 acre offsets, teing willing to take a good pro-
fit on a well, and therefore, willing to risk efficiency in total and final
drainage. This, however, is not conserving the mineral resources and is
therefore not in the interest of taxpayers, the recipients of tax funds,

or the public at large.

We doubt that any lesse holders will be willing to sell their driliing
rights because they must drill on 4C acre spacings. If such a condition
should eventuate, and buyers could not be found, the problem co:ld then
be given further consideration.

It is for these reasons that we hope the commission will deny the rights

asked for in Case #LO7.

Very truly yours,

e

ohn P. Steimer
Executive Secretary

ey

Supt. of Public Instruc
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SUCGESTED STATEWIDE RULE
NEW MEZICO OIL COHN ION OR

CASE 407

After the effective date of this order, no operator in

a new reservoir established as a result of the completion
of a wildecat well at a depth range of 10,000 feet or more
shall drill more than ome well to each 80 scres.

The location of the discovery well shall set the pattern

for the location of additional wells drilled while

tc;iorary 80 aere proraticn units are in effect. u cqgnnt

wells drilling to the same reserveir shall be loca within

150 feet of the center of a quarter quarter section of
identical descriptien §£ that quarter quarter section in

which the discovery well was drilled or within 150 fest of ;

the center of a quarter quarter seetion diagemal to such =

gnartcr quarter section.] Each quarter section shall be 2L
ivided into two promtion units, rumning either North and '

South or East and West.

Unless within not more than 18 months after completion date
of the discovery well er within 60 days after completion of
the 5th well to the same producing fermation within a radius
of 2 miles of such wildcat well, whichever date occurs first,
one or more of the opsrators of said wells files an application
for a hearing to determine the permaneat spacing pattern for
said reservoir, such spacing pattern shall revert to A0 acres
and upon such ﬁcaring the burden shall be such operator
or operators to show that cne well will efficiently and
economically drain 80 aeres, failing whieh, sueh spacing
pattern shall revert to 40 acres.

Certified plats of preration units shall be filed with the
Commission,

and such other provisicns as may properly be included therein, as
supported by proper testimeny amd evidence adduced at said hearing.

o _—'(!’-E



SUGGESTED STATEWIDE RULE
NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
CASE 40

3. After the effective date of this order, no operator in
a new reservoir established as a result of the completion
of a wildeat well at a depth range of 10,000 feet or more
shall drill more than one well to each ) scres,

2. The location of the discovery well shall set the pattern e
for the location of additiomal wells drilled while the RS
temporary 80 acre proration umits are in effeect. \Sm ent .
wells drilling to the same reservoir shall be loc¢ated within - . -

150 feet of the center of a quarter quarter section of L

identical descriptien gg that quarter guarter section in A

which the discovery well was drilled er within 150 feet of v

the center of a quarter quarter section diagomal to sueh

uarter 2ﬁartor sectien) Each quarter section shall be
ivided into two proration units, running either North and

South or East and West.

3. Unless within not more than 18 months after completion date
of the discovery well or within 60 days after completion of
the 5th well to the same producing formation within a radius
of 2 miles of such wildecat well, whiehever date occurs first,
one or more of the operaters of said wells files an application
for a hear to detemine the permanent spacing pattern for
said reservoir, such spaeing tern shall revert to LO acres
and upon such ﬁcnring the burden shall be upon such operator
or operators to show that one well will efficiently and
economically drain 80 acres, failing which, such spacing
pattern shall revert to LO acres.

L. Certified plats of proration umits shall be filed with the
Commission.

and such other provisions as may properly be included therein, as
supported by proper testimony and evidence adduced at said hearing.



Jamaxy 6, 1953

RWTeFile 201 » 53

Mr. G. T, Hanmers
Stansell Bldg.
Lovington, New Mexioco
Mr, Hury Leonaxd

Box 872
Roswell, Hew Moxigo

}&.MW
Lovington, Hew Mexioo

Gentlmmen:

rmmumﬂmwwmmmumumw
statewide order for Bew Nexiso providing for 80-esrs devalopmant f\
wvells belew ten thousand feed in depth,

I have investigated this matter ami have oome to the somelusion that sueh
an order would be illesdvised, nﬁthnti wild not be
mmwmammd mfarulharahtobnpmwtho
order oould oause irrepareble dazmge. In support of this gemeral
oonslusion, I an sttashing mine deteiled conslusioms, vhich I have deve~

It is xy reoumoendation that you advise the Commission that you do not
favor the proposed rule, and that you further sdvise them that it is your
opinion that essh field should be judged eam ita own partisular somditions,

If I ean be of further scsistamse %o you in regard to this matter, kindly
advise,

Yours very truly,
Re W, Teseh
R ¥ Tibad

{Cony)



FORM 829 2-49 \ﬂ&f éy‘,\‘;‘/
STANOLIND O1L AND GAS COMPANY e

OIL AND GAS BUILDING

o# rnn t:rwfmrm N‘M'M‘NO\;

Forr WortH, TExAS A fE, W MEXICO.
C. F. BEDFORD i 'sf‘ 1= i HJFJ
Di1vISiON PRODUCTION SUPERINTENDENT t Al
/5 Files GH-5241-175 P e

/| «9 — Lo cwiau ¥

" Subject: New Mexico Cil Conservation
Commission Case 407, 80-Acre

To The Committee on 80-Acre Spacing, New Mexico 0il Conservation
Commission Case 407

¥r. Hafry Leonard, Chairman Mr, E,/H. Foster

Mr.MR. S, Christie mrg 5 {?énners
My{ W. E.'McKellar, Jr. . Jack,Danglade
Gentlemen:

Since you have been appointed as a committee by the New Mexico
0il Conservation Commission to advise them on Case 407 pertaining to
the adoption of 80-acre spacing, we believe it is appropriate that
our thoughts on this matter be conveyed to you for consideration in
preparing recommendations to the Commission.

In general, the Stanolincd 0il and Gas Company is very much in
favor of the adoption of a rule of this type. We believe it is a
desirable, progressive step which will result in the prevention of
waste by eliminating the drilling of unnecessary wells., It will
encourage deeper exploration and, by more gquickly defining subsur-
face structures, such a rule will enable the operators to obtain
more conclusive data on which to establish the most suitable spac-
ing pattern.

In order to make this rule more effective, however, we recom-
mend that consideration be given to the following additional points:

1. The rule should remain in effect until five wells have been
completed. A hearing should then be held to determine the final
spacing pattern and this rule should continue in effect until a for-
mal order has been issued. This procedure should enable the opera-
tors to acquire the minimum necessary data to support an application
for appropriate field rules. Since development of deeper horizons
normally proceeds at a relatively slow rate, we do not believe a
time limit should be placed on this rule. Limiting the period of
time during which the order is effective might preclude the acquisi-
tion of sufficient reservoir data to determine the optimum spacing
pattern.,
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2. This rule should apply to any newly discovered heorizon in
which all or any part of the producing interval is encountered below
10,000 feet. It is virtually impossible on initial drilling to
determine the relative position of a well on a subsurface structure,
and we believe that such a provision is necessary to give the rule
desirable flexibility, since our experience has indicated that many
deep structures have steeply dipping flanks with relatively high
closure and may reveal complex faulting.

3. Provision should be made in the rule for controlling the
locations of the first five wells drilled in order to assure uniform
and orderly development should 80-acre proration units eventually be
adopted in the field on a permanent basis. For the five initial
wells, this would require development on an alternate 40O-acre spac-
ing pattern. Cecntingent upon the outcome of the hearing, then, it
would be a simple matter to continue on unirform "80-acre spacing"
or drill the necessary wells to increase the density to LO-acre
spacing ana proration units.

Yours very truly,

G 7 Kadfrd

cc: New Mexico Cil Conservation CommissionL/’/’/
Box 871
Santa Fe, New lMMexico 7
Attention: Mr. R. R. Spurrier, 3ecretary



R. W. TESCH
FPetroleurn Engineer and Geologist
Continental Life Building
Fort Worth, Texas

January 6, 1953

RWT-File 241-.53

CONCLUSIONS IN REGARD TO 80-ACRE PRORATION
UNITS AS A STATE-WIDE ORDER IN NEW MEXICO,

1. Many of the deeper structures have revealed steeply dipping flanks and
complex faulting, thus staggered 40-acre spacing with 80-acre proration
units could result in one operator forcing another operator to drill at a
location which might be dry or located at an inferior structure position.

2. 80-acre development will resulyin less oil being recovered than with
closer development. ’

3. Rule 505 of the Conservation Commission provides for higher allowables
with depth and is based upon economic considerations so that an operator
recovers his investment in approximately the same time for different
depths, (Note: If there are unusual economic conditions in any particular
field, then Rule 508 should be revised for that field.)

4. High concentrated withdrawals for dispersed wells could conceivably
result in large quantities being trapped off by uneven encroachment or
coning of water.

5. No otl-producing state has ordered state-wide 80-acre spacing for oil-
wells,

6. Nearly all oil-producing states inaugurate individual fleld rules after
sufficient evidence has been obtained to determine the most applicable
rules.

7. In the case of the Crossroads Fleld, the New Mexico Commission found
that 80-acre development was improper and revised the rules for that
field back to 40-acre development.

8. The proposed 80-acre rule is only a device to force the Commission to
assume responsibility for acts by operators that are contrary to their
lease contracts and obligations, and thus places the royalty owner
(which includes the public schools, state and federal governments) in
the position of being forced to sue the Commission for any illegal acts
of an operator.

9. There are four fields in New Mexico in which the Commission has found
that 80 -acre development is proper, thus proving that there is no
necessity for a state-wide rule providing for 80-acre development below
ten thousand feet.

Copy



BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE COMMISSION'S

MOTION FOR EXTENSION OF SECTION G

(OIL PRORATION AND ALLOCATION) TO

PROVIDE FOR ADDITIONAL RULE 508,

ESTABLISHING OF TEMPORARY 80-ACRE

PRORATION UNITS. CASE NO, 407

REPORT OF COMMITTEE

The letter appointing this committee directed it to report on three
features of a proposed spacing rule and also to report on such other questions
as the committee might desire. Wisdom of the proposed rule not being
apparent, and the Phillips, Amerada and Magnolia members of the Com-
mittee having advocated such a rule, the Chairman Harry Leonard, Acting
Chairman G. T. Hanners and Committee Member F. J, Danglade felt that
an independent, disinterested petroleum engineer should be consulted as to
the questions and problems necessarily connected with the proposed rule
before any attempt be made to report on the three specific features of the
proposed rule,

After consultation with R, W. Tesch, an independent and disinter-
ested petroleum engineer and geologist, of Ft. Worth, and after thorough
study of the proposed rule, it is the considered opinion of the undersigned
chairman and commitiee members that the features of it are so foreign to
the orderly development of the oil pools of this state that no further considera-
tion should be given to any of the features of the proposed rule, and that the
proposed rule, in its entirety, should be rejected. Not only would the
adoption of the proposed rule hamper the orderly development of any fields,
but it would tend to the reduction of the ultimate recovery of oil, and, there-
by, to the creation of waste.

We, therefore, recommend that the proposed rule be rejected for
the following general reasons:

1. The adoption of such a spacing rule for new fields,
in advance of their discovery, necessarily assumes
that all fields will be identical and that one well will
always adequately and efficiently drain and develop
80 acres, which experience in New Mexico fields has
shown not to be true.

2. Each new fleld, after discovery, should be judged on
its own particular conditions. And if peculiar conditions
warrant an exception from normal rules, the same
should be considered after the establishment of facts
to warrant it, but the adoption in advance of exceptions
is necessarily based on a false premise.

3. The public policy of New Mexico, as expressed in
the recent session of the Legislature, is for the Com-
mission, in establishing proration units, to consider,
among other things, the rights of royalty owners and
the reduced recovery, and physical waste, which might
result from the drilling of too few wells; and the adoption
of the proposed rule, in advance of the discovery of the
field or any technical data or knowledge about it, would
thwart the expressed {ntent of the Legislature,
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4. Although the proposed rule is disguised as a tem-

porary one, practical experience in such matters
convince {mpartial observers that the actual effect
of it would be to shift the burden of proof to the
royalty owners, and that the rights of royalty
owners, including the beneficiaries of our State
lands, could be jeopardized. '

5. That the orderly development of oil fields would be

hampered by the adoption of any rule that sanctioned
the drilling of fewer wells than reasonably necessary
to efficiently and adequately drain and develop the field
and that waste of natural resources would thereby be
created,

A copy of the report of R. W. Tesch, petroleum engineer and

geologist, setting forth his conclusions in more detail and in more technical
manner, after study of the proposed rule and questions and problems
necessarily connected with it, is attached to this c ommittee report as Exhibit

"A‘J.

Mr. Tesch is personally present, prepared to testify {n support of his

conclusions and in support of this committee report.

4-16-53

(Copy)

We respectfully recommend that the proposed rule, in its entirety,
be rejected,

/8/ Harry Leonard
Chairman

/s/ G. T. Hanners
Acting Chalrman

/s/ F. J. Danglade
Member




OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Cctober 35, 1952

Mz. Harry ieonard
J. P. White Buildiag
Chnnu. Now Miexice

Dear Mr. Lesmard:
1 ba e ysur letter of Ostober &, 1932, relating te Case 487.

O wtu-tywtamm'txmnymmhh'mumd
Chnirmanship of this Committes.

According to the minutes, tie Commission continued the beaving ia
P Case 407 from QOctobar 1% te Nevember 24, 1952, apon its own motien.

1 appreciste the inclusien of tie United States CGenlogical Survey and
educational institutions of New Maxice.

1 sarasetly suggest tiat you consider a meeting of the Committas
before Nevember 20, so that reconmmendations may be taciaded in the
recerd on taat date. Wiile the fisal determisations of this sase may take
timse, 1 believe that the matter shouid be kept alive and the Commission
should e presemted with recommmendations or § motion on NHevember Ih.

Sincarely,

RRE:1n

ce: Mr, R. 5. Caristie
My. Wm, E. “@‘d“’i ”:
Judge E. H. Fester
Mr. G, T. Hammers
Mz. Jack Danglade
Coversor Edwin L. Mecherm
Cemmissionsr Guy Shepard
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Roswell, New WMexico
October 6, 1952

Oy COMDEp.,
Santa AT gy
[1:,' = = s BV MExy o,
I NI |
':"'_5.' O“ 3
Hew Mexico 01l Conservation Commission U{iﬁz,- N Vi
P. 0. Box &71 I @dﬁﬂh&’ ]

Santa Fe, New Mexico

ATTENTION: Mr. R. R. Spurrier, Secretary-Director

Dear Mr, Spurrier:

I have your letter of September 24th, appointing me
Chairman of a Committee to advise the Commission on certain
questions relating to Case 407. 1 consider this a very im-
portant case, in which the schools of New Mexico, through the
Commissioner of Public Lands, are vitally interested since
they are the largest royalty owners; in addition to their
1/5th interest under all State oil and gas leases, they have
a 37-1/2% interest in Federal oil and gas leases administered
by the United States Ceological Survey.

In view of the proximity of the Holiday Season and
the fact that a new Commissioner of -ublic Lands will assume
office January 1, 1953, I suggest the Commission hold in
obeyance the consideration of Case 407, which I understand
is set for October 1lé6th,

I propose to have revresentatives of Hew Mexico
Educational Institutions and the United States Geological
Survey sit in with our Committee, with a view of furnishing
the Commission with our recommendations early in the New
Year, In the meantime, the Commission will be kept advised
of rrogress being made by the Committee.

Very truly yours,

HL/o Harry Leonard.

cc: Governor Edwin L. Mechem Mr, ¥Wm. E. McKellar, Jr.
Mr. Guy Shecard Judge E. H. Foster
Mr. Glenn Staley Mr, G. 7. Hanners

Mr, Z. 3. Christie Mr. Jack Danglade
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BEFURE THE OJIL COKSERVATIOK COMMISSION
OF NBW MEXICO
IN THE NATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
THE CIL COFSERVATIOF COMIISSION UPON
ITS CWK MOTIOF POR AKX ORDER RXTEFDING
SECTIOK G, OIL PRORATION ARD ALLOCATIOE Case To, 407
TO PROVIDE FOR THE ADDITIOR OF RULE

508 , ESTABLISHMENT OF TEMPORARY EIGHTY
ACHE PRORATIOK UKITS

OxT OF

In response tC the letters of the Commission of Sept. 24, 1952,
the undersigned membars of the comamittes appointed by the Commission
to report on the following questions:

1. At what depths should the proposed order sstablishing tem-
porary 80-acre proration units de effectivt; and

2. Jow many wells should be drilied before a hearing is call.d;
and

3. Should there be a time limit for the date of the hearing, and

4. Sueh other questions as the committee may desire to report on,
having met in Santa Fe, New Mexlco on June 15, 1983, desire to
report as follows:

1. It 18 the recommendation of your committee that the order
should specify a well depth of 10;000 feet and below,

2, It is the recommendation of your committee that five wells
be drilled before a hearing is called, or

3, 1t is tue recommendation of your committee that a time
limit of 18 months be set for a hearing date, @nless within that
time five wells have been drilled as recommended in Number 2, hereof,
and,

4, After the effective dats of the temporary order no operator
in a new reservior established as the result of the completion of
a wild cat well at a depth of 10,000 feet or more shall drill more
than one well to each 80 acres, witi the locatlion of the discovery
well setting the pattern for the location of additional wells drilled

whiks temporary 80 acre proration units are in effect. Subssquent
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wells drilling to the same reservior shall bs located within 150 feet
of the center of a quarter quarter section of identical deseription
to that guarter gquarter settion in'wnich the discovery well was
drilled or within 150 feet of the denter of a guarter quarter sestion
diagonal to such quarter qasrter section. Each quarter sestion shall
be divided into two proration urits, running either North and South
or Fast and West,

5. TYour committee mlso recommends that all fields on temporary
80 acre proration units shall revert to 40 acres permarent proration
units, unless within not more than 18 months after the completion date
of the discovery well or within 60 days after completion of the fifth
well to the same producing formation, which ever date oceurs first,
one or more of the operators of said wells files an application for
a hearing to determine the permanent spacing pattern for the reser-
vior. Upon such hearing the burden shall be upon the oparator or
operators to show that ore well will efficiently and ecoronically
darin 80 acres, faillng which such spacing pattern shall revert to
40 acres.

6. Your comaittee further reco.mends that certified plats cf
proration units ahall be flled with the commission.

Respectfully submitted,

N & ;o .
'i . /_/j ,—.%WKZ- .
e

oster, Mamber

E P Kk

*

Y. 7. Feeler, Veaber
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DALLAS 1, TEXAS

EARL A.BROWN
GENERAL COUNSEL

ROY C.LEDBETTER

ravvono momvers ALy Mail October 20, 1952
CHAS.B. WALLACE = T =

R. T. WILKINSON, JR.

FRANK C.BOLTON, JR.

JACK VICKREY

SAM H. FIELD

ROSS MADOLE

FLOYD B.PITTS

W. E. McKELLAR. JR.

In re: Casd No, 1107 -

\_____,_,,M

Mr. R. R. Spurrier, Director
0il Conservation Commission
P. Oo Box 871

Saenta Fe, New Mexico

Dear Dick:

Messrs, E. H. Foster and R. S. Christie met with the
undersigned October 15th and discussed the possibility of a
committee meeting regarding the above case, It is imperative
that such a meeting be held before the November hearing if the
committee is to fulfill the purpose for which it was appointed.

Realizing that you were going to notify Mr. Leonard of
the Commission's intention to hear this matter on November 20th,
the above mentioned members requested that I write soliciting
your assistance in requesting Mr., Leonard to call a committee
meeting as soon after the November lth election as practicable.
Mr., R. S, Christie willl not be available November 10th through
the 15th because of previous engagements, but advised that he
would send an slternate should the committee meeting be called
during that time, In my opinion, the meeting should be held some
days before the Commission hearing to afford representatives en
opportunity to clear the committee's final recommendation with
their respective clients and management. However, any date and
place acceptable to Mr. Leonard will be satisfactory.

I sincerely appreciate your assistance in this matter,
end surely hope that by the time you receive this letter you
wWwill have returned to your adobe and the Mrs. will be busy
broiling elk stesks.

Yours very truly,
W. 2 10E K allor 4,
WEMck: ec W. E. McKellar, dJr.

¢cc - Mr, E, H, Foster
cc - Mr., R. S. Christie
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SUGGESTED STATEWIDE RULE -

NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

CASE 407

After the effective date of this order, no operator in a new reservoir
established as a result of the completion of a wildcat well at a depth
range of 10,000 feet or more shall drill more than one well to each
80 acres.

The location of the discovery well shall set the pattern for the location
of additional wells drilled while the temporary 80 acre proration units
are in effect. Subsequent wells drilling to the same reservoir shall be
located within 150 feet of the center of a quarter quarter section of
identical description to that quarter quarter section in which the dis-
covery well was drilled or within 150 feet of the center of a quarter
quarter section diagonal to such quarter quarter section. Each quarter
section shall be divided into two proration units, running either North
and South or East and West.

Upon the completion of five wells to the same producing formation with-
in a radius of two miles of such wildcat well or within eighteen months
after the completion date of the discovery well, whichever shall occur
farst, a hearing shall be set for the purpose of determining whether or
not 80 acre spacing should be continued in effect.

Certified plats of proration units shall be filed with the Commission

and such other provisions as may properly be included therein, as supported
by proper testimony and evidence adduced at said hearing.

* The above submitted by major oil companies at November 20th, 1952 hearing.

(Copied November 25, 1952.)
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SANTA FE - NEW MEXICO

December 8, 1952

Mr. R. R. Spurrier. Member
0il Conservation Commission
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Spurrier:

We have received numerous communications from school people over the state
expressing concern over the Case ;407 vefore the 0il Conservation Commis-
sion. A hearing covering this case was held in Lovington on Noverber 17,
at which time, according to our information, no agreement was reached.

The school people are interested because so much school revenue accrues
from leases of public lands. They want us to present their point of view
tc the commission. We feel that this point of view really coincides with
the point of view of the members of the commission, and that the cormission
members will appreciate the interest of the members of the teaching profes-
sion.

The primary point of conservation is to assure to the public, the taxpayers
and the royalty holders, that when o0il is discovered the pool is thoroughly
explored, that production will be steady over a long period of years, and
vhen the pool is eventually abandoned it will be because the pool has been
exhausted of all available oil.

The primary interest of school authorities is that the income from oil
lands will be steady, and over a long period of years, rather than a rapid
expansion and exhaustion over a short period of time. Ten million dollars
per year for ten years would not be near as attractive as five millions per
year for twenty years in terms of steady school support.

It seems entirely within reason to assume that 4 wells on 80 acre spacings
would not be as efficient in releasing o0il as 8 wells on 40 acre spacings.
The variation in porosity is such that in many cases deep wells on the wider
spacings would likely be abandoned before the maximum amount of oil had been
released. The allocation of production to wells on 80 acre spacings would
be much larger than on 4D acre spacings, thus encouraging the forcing of a
well and thus risking spoilage by water or exhausting the sand at a more
rapid rate than the underground drainage could supply.

JOHN P. S8TEINER CHAS. H. wDOD
FIELD SERVICE SECRETARY

MINNIO GILLILAND
ASST, EDITOR SCHODL REVIEW



Mr. R. R. Spurrier - Page 2

The fact that all producers entered the state with the understanding that
4O acre spacings were the rule in New Mexico and the fact that leases and
royalties were sold on the basis of forty scres, indicates that to change
now to 80 acre spacings would involve endless litigation over royalties
and rights. A good deal of unfairness to small producers who may hold
adjacent drilling rights could result. Being forced to drill in the cen-
ter of an 80 acre offset might well place the well on the edge of the
pool, whereas, a 4C acre offset could more nearly insure good production.
It is well known that oil pools in New Mexico are long and narrow.

Big producers might consider it an advantage to be relieved of the respon-
sibility of drilling on 40 ecre offsets, being willing to take a good pro-
fit on a well, and therefore, willing o risk efficiency in total and final
drainage. This, however, 1s not conserving the mineral resources and is
therefore not in the interest of taxpayers, the recipients of tax funds,

or the public at large.

We doubt that any lease holders will be willing to sell their drilling
rights because they must drill on 43 acre spacings. If such a condition
should eventuate, and buyers could not be found, the problem could then
be given further consideration.

It is for these reasons that we hope the commission will deny the rights
asked for in Case #4OT.

YVery truly yours,

oA Il

John P. Steiner

/274” Executive Secretary
Tom Jllev

Supt. of Public Instruction

JPS:em
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CASE 407:

1.

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Temporary 80-acre proration units are hereby est-
ablished for wildcat wells, as defined in Rule 104-A,
completed as oil wells with a pool depth range of

10,000 feet or more, determined in accordance with
Rule 505-a;

After the effective date of this order, no owner of a
producing well completed as a wildcat with a pool
depth range of 10,000 feet or more shall be required
to drill mere than one well to each 80 acres in order
to secure his proportionate part of the production;

Upon the complaetion of five wells to the same pro-
ducing formation within a radius of two miles of such
wildcat well, the proration unit shall be established
at 40 acres, unless the operator can establish by
clear and convincing evidence that one well will
efficiently and ecomomically drain the 80 acres
assigned to the well.

and such other provisions as may properly be included therein as supported

by proper testimony and evidence adduced at said hearing.
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Mr. Harry Leofard u'l \_L;‘L)
J. P, White Building =R

Roswell, New Mexico
Dear Mr, Leonard:

In accordance with the wishes of your committes on 80-scre spacing
in New Mexico, representatives of Magnolias Petroleum Company, Phillips Petro-
leus Company and the undersigned met and drafted a proposed rule for 80-acre
spacing in New Mexico, a copy of which is attached,

Copies of the proposed rule were circulated for esomment among the
operators attending the statewide hearing in Santa Fe on November 20th, which
met with majority approval., It was specifically pointed out that the proposed
rule was not a committee report,

It 1s the opinion of the three sbove-named representatives that the
proposed rule is simple and workable and will take care of the majority of 80-
acre spacing locations. Any exeeptions to the rule, and we think there will
be very few, can be disposed of by special hearings.

Since there are a number of deep wells being drilled in New Mexieo,
and since the Conservation Commission proposed such & rule on its cwn initiative
and therefore I assume are desiroms of having such a rule, sn 80-eacre spacing
rule should, in my opinion, be adepted with as little delay as possible.

Therefore, mey 1 suggest that your committee reconvens as soon as gon-
venient and if possible not later than ten to fourteen days prior ¢o the next
statewide hearing, December 16, 1952, and make another effort to agres on & pro-
posed 80-scre spacing rule for the Commission’s consideration. The Magnolia
and Phillips' representatives cencur in this suggestion,

You have no doubt beem advised that the Commission contimued Case
L4O7 until December 16, 1952, at which time it again will be heard,



Mr. Harry Leonard -2 - November 2l;, 1952

A copy of the proposed rule is being mailed to each member of the com~-

mittee,
Sincerely yours,
R, 8. Christie
RSC/mw
Enclosure

ce: Mr, Wa. b, McKellar, Jr.,
Magnolia Fetrolenm Company
P. 0. Box 900
Dallas, Texas

Judge E, H, Foster
Phillips Petroleum Company
Amarillo, Texas

Mr, G. T. Eanners
Stansell Bullding
Lovington, New Mexieo

Mr. Jack Danglade
Lovington, New Mexico

¥r. J. L. Burke
Superintendent of Schools
Jal, New Mexice
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SUGGESTED STATEWIDE RULE

NEW MEXICO OIL ODNSFRVATION COMMISSION
CASE %07

1. After the effective date of this order, no operator in
a nev reservoir established as a resul% of the completion
of a wildcat well at a depth range of 10,000 feet or more
shall drill more than one well to each 86 acres.

2. The location of the discovery well shall set the pattern
for the location of additional wells drilled while the
temporary 80 acre proration units are in effect. Subsequent
wells drilling to the same reservoir shall be located with=-
in 150 feet of the center of a quarter quarter section of
identlcal description to that gnarter quarter section in
which the discovery well was drilled or within 150 feet of
the center of a guarter quarter section diagonal to such
quarter quarter section. Bach quarter section shall be
divided into two proration units, running either North and
South or East and West.

3. Upon the completion of five wells to the same producing forma-
tion within a radius of two miles of such wildcat well or
within eighteen months after the completion date of tlke dis-
covery well, vhichever shall occur first, a hearing shall be
set for the purpose of determining whether or not 80 acre
spacing should be continued in effect.

L, Certified plats of proration units shall be filed with the
Commission _ _

and such other provisions as may nroperly be included therein, as sup-
ported by vroper testimony and evidence adduced at sald hearing.
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

September 24, 1952

To the Committee on 80-acre spacing - Case 407:

Mr. Harry Leonard, Chairman
Mr. R. S. Christie

Mr. Wm. E. McKellar, Jr.
Judge E. H. Foster

Mr. G. T. Hanners

Mr. Jack Danglade

Ge ntlemen:

The Commission has chosen you to advise them on certain
questions relating to Case 407, namely,

1. At what depth should the order be effective;
2. How many wells should be drilled before
the hearing is called;
3. Should there be a time limit for the date of
the hearing,
and such other questions as the Committee may desire to report on.

The Committee may select anyone they choose to represent
them as an alternate.

We appoint Mr. Harry Leonard as Chairman to organize the
Committee and set a date for its meeting.

Very truly yours,

R. R. Spurrier _
RRS:lh Secretary - Direcper
One original copy mailed
to each member of the above
mentioned Committee snd
carbon copy to Mr. Glenn Staley.



Hanng Leonand
Rorwell, New Mexico

Yovember 12, 1952

oy 14182 Y

W, Tom Hley Tt o J _
Jtate Suparinteadent of Educatdom
Senia P, Ses Mewloe

Tegr Hr, Tiley:

Dnder date of Jeptember 24, 1952, the New Hexiso 011
Couservatior Comlssion appoinied the following Commities o
H0-Zave Spasing, Cesw Yo. 407:

*%arry lacoard, Chalwman,

. 8. mm, imwrads Coiroleum Corp., T y k‘lM
f: E. &em.‘m'. ¥, , Hagmalia Petrolsmss @., Lallas, m,
Mgoa H, “oster, aillips Petroleum Co., Awarflle, Texzs
G. T. Fannerz, Lovington, Mew Mexioo,

M Eengwg, Lovinrion, Yew Mexieo,

to advise the Commdasion regardisng Cese Nio. 407, and o report
on sueh other questlions sz the Comities mizht desire, at the
hearing Defore the Comatasien on November 20th,

The sducational institutions of Lsv Mexico, being the
largest royaity ouners &n the “tais, are vitally eonsernad with
mapmwwawamﬁmmmw to the
041 Conservation Cammiscicn, In viev of the importance of this
caza, we helieve 1t desirable ihat ﬂlinmruass, jarticudsrly
the educniionnl institations, e inviied to ait in ot cwr
*mz:amw@wwnmmefﬁ. Jask Danglade,
lLovincton, Hev Haxlco, at 10:00 s'clook 2. 4., on November 17Hk.
48 bops you «will be able io attend.

Yary truly yours,

-»uﬁn--‘t“‘g‘-”n“un#“uup-—u’u—‘oabﬂﬁ

Ibove Letter sent tei “-LEGJBLE

i, Johmny ¥ Bilvew CAty, ¥, A
&.&G.P&mﬁ.
*tlihM’GQN«p&akhw,g‘

zt-‘.!uahy Atats Swperistendent of Fuseilon
e, 3, 5. Polder. Pipramn of Bviemsita Qents Po W w0
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To The ’leuittee o v& fere Spacing, Nev Mexice 01l

A meesting of the above named commitiee wiil be
beld in the office ef ¥r. Jack Danglade, lLovington, lev
Maxieo, ai 10:0C o'elock i. M., Hovember 17th.

The purpose of this meeting is to eomsider
Cess 407, shieh ia set for hesring before the 011
Congerveilon Commission vn November 20th, and to diseuss

sugh other cusstioms as the committes may desire to report
an-

Very truly youwrs,

Harry Lecunard
/o Chairman

ge: Jowvernor Rdvin L. Mechem
Mr. Gtry 'ﬁmpnrd :

. o Sat ILLEGIBLE
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3r Roocuom,

After the effactive date of this arder, no o torr in
a v resorvoir estahlished as a rooul 5 completion
of a wildeat vell at a depth range of leeoefcstum
m1mnmet!u:xmnweutau&85m.

T'e loeation of the diseovsr: well shall set the nattarn
for the lﬁtﬁm of sé{‘g:i@m g}_}s d?nmd vihils the
aere ~roration are effect. Subsequent
wells drill'ng to the same resorvelr shall Yo losated vithe
mlﬁoteetafwemtarofaqwmmﬁmef
identieal desarintion to that ¢ arter seetion in
vhish the disccvery well was drinaﬂcsrﬁat&nﬁofatet

the center of a quartar quartsr section te mach
g\larmmmﬁm. Bseh quarter shall e
vided Into two preration units, rumning sither North and

Scuth or East and lVest,

: the comrletion of five wells to tho same mh&ins' forma -
on vithin a radius of two miles of such wildeat well or
vtthm eigaem months after the eugi:tim date of the &is-
COVOYY W) vhichever shall ccowr ty & shall b
mtfwmm&&m@m@ not agre

spacing should be eontimed in offect.

Cortified plats of 'roration units shall be filsd vith the
Cormission

and such other rrovizions as may wroperl: be included therein, as sup-
rorted by rroner tastimony ard evidence adduced at sald hwearing.

N ILLEGlBLE

MEQ C ot
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OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

Ke-amber 3%, 1943

TC TME ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CASE 487

Attesticn: My, Haery iesserd - Chairaes

Gentlsmmen:

The Commiseion beld the schadsles hehring on Case 407
at which My, Hasper's telegram of Neorember 15, 1953 was read.
The word ~asanimously was sbjecied t¢ by Commiites neomnbare
MeXellar. Kellanis {(alteruale mesber) aad Christie ot the hearing.
Stace kalf the Committas was ot prasest. the Commission contlinaed
the case to the regzlar Decessber 172 1932 henring.

R was sugpested by sure aperators that & the Cammitiew
isteuds tc ash {ov fumtter comtinenece. that al: opuratnes intanding to
testify be setified before hand oo ax smecessary trir to Samis Fo may

The Comeission will supest 8 rossrt frem your ¢ conmifion
at t:e next beaving and {f that wili ot be poseibie. zlense ai-lse somm,

Very traly veaws.

R. &. Spavrier
RREskin Secretary - Directar
€
Mr. B. 5. Taristie
Mr. ¥m. 7. MeKellar. Jr.
Judge £. H. Foster
Mr. G. T. Hasners
Mr. Jach Danglade
Mr. Jases Kellahin
Goverser £. L. Meckem
1.and Cormenissioner Gay Snepard

Mr £.5 Watder ILLEGIBLE




New Mexico
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

GOVERNOR EDWIN L. MECHEM
CHAIRMAN

LAND COMMISSIONER GUY SHEPARD
MEMBER

STATE GEOLOGIST R. R. SPURRIER
SECRETARY ANDDIRECTOR

P. O. BOX 871
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO

November 25, 1952

TO THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CASE 407:

Mr. Harry Leonard, Chairman

Gentlemen:

The Commission held the scheduled hearing on Case 407
at which Mr. Hanner's telegram of November 18, 1952, was read.
The word "unanimously' was objected to by Committee members
McKellar, Kellahin (alternate member) and Christie at the hearing,
-saying that they did not wish the case-to-be-eontinued. Since half the
Committee was not present, the Commissiondsd continu%the case to
the regular December 16, 1952 hearing.

It was suggested by some operators that if the Committee inkerk
intends to ask for further continuance, that all operators intending to
testify be notified before hand so an unnecessary trip to Santa Fe may
be avoided.

The Commission will expect a report from your Committee
at the next hearing and if that will not be possible, please advise soon.

V&ry Truly yours,

R. R. Spurrier
RRS:1h Secretary - Director
ccl— 7
Mr. R. S. Christie
MR. Wm. E. McKellar, Jr.
Judge E. H. Foster
Mr. G. T. Hanners
Mr. Jack Danglade
Mr. Jason Kellahin
Governor E. L. Mechem
Land Commissioner Guy Shepard
Mr. J. S. Burk
Mr. E. S. Walker
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Memo to: Messrs. E. S. Walker
and
E. Spurrier
0il Conservation Commissioners

From: E. L. Mechem, Governor

The LO/80 has offered nothing new.

We have the same situation we had before. It is cheaper
to drill on an 80 pattern than on a 4O pattern. As a
matter of fact, we were offered the thinly-veiled threat
that if we were too severe, Phillips would pull out. One
other company mentioned this also.

Tesch testified that the more wells drilled the more oil
recovered; which I believe is the correct situation.

Balancing this is the economic factor which we must also
consider and it is important. The only opposition to
Tesch's statement was Callaway's explanation of Cutlerts
Rule or something. In each of his examples the spacing
pattern was extremely close and there were more wells
clustered in cone area than in others. How the hell could
anything else happen but a migration of oil to heavily-
drilled areas from thinly-drilled areas? This is not our
situation - everything is drilled on a uniform pattern.
Callaway did testify that close spacing produced more oil
per acre and wide spacing produced more oil per well.

This should be "hornbook", but where in hell does Cutler's
Rule come into the picture? All those b--==~- s ever try
to do is to confuse the commission - which ain't hard from
my standpoint!?

Absolutely no evidence was offered about a comparison of
4L0/80. What one will do as compared to the others.
Buckley said that he had considered 40, 80, and larger,
but they did not show us what happered under such circum-
stances, and not where L40/80 came in.



Messrs. Walker & Spurrier
Page #2 6-17-53

The only correct statement made from a purely technical
standpoint was that each reservoir must relax on its

own bottom. However, we must establish and maintain a
spacing pattern of some sort. It would be fine to heave
spacing to the winds but the commission would then be in
session 30 hours a day, 400 days a year. In establishing
a pattern we must assume of necessity that we are being
arbitrary. There is no other choice, regardless of what
the spacing pattern is.

New Mexico has a wide sracing compared to many other states =-
we have been extremely liberal in many respects; we have
given extra allowables for deep wells, stc. As a matter of
fact, we are considered by most to be the most liberal of
states where regulation of waste 1s vested in a conservation
commission. New Mexico has even been referred to as the
Happy Hunting Ground.

We have no evidence - other than economic - to justify a
change to 80 acres, unless reservoir structure definitely
justifies it. We have to balance between economics as
applied to producer and economics as applied to the State
and royalty owners. I think we have it now. If we could
so proceed that we would not be bothered with requests for
80 acres anymore unless the request was justified and the
applicant knew it, we would be doing ourselves and the
State a favor.
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E. S. WALKER
COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS

August 6, 1953

Mr. Richard R. Spurrier
Oil Conservation Commission
Santa Fe, New Mexico

Dear Mr. Spurrier:

| AR :.1."_.‘*

In regard to ‘ase No 407, Order No. R~346, I have re-
ceived a copy OITHE" petltlon for re~hearing submitted by
Jason W, Kellahin for Phillips Petroleum Company, and

Ross Madole for the Magnolia Petroleum Company.

I notice on the transmittal slip attached, you make the
statement "I say - what do you say?'". I don't know what
you say, because you didn't say; but I say '"yes'. As far
as I am concerned, that is part of the duties of the Oil
Conservation Commission. [ am willing to sit and listen
as long as they are willing to stand and talk. I maintain
that if we didn't give them a fair hearing and are wrong
in our decision, and they request a re-hearing on the
basis they have given; then the least we can do is re-hear
it. Of course, I realize it is up to you and the Governor,
but any way, I vote yes.

Sincerely

Edeva

E, f\S. WALKER
Commaissioner of Public Lands
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BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COM
OF NEW MEXICO

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION

OF TEE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

UPON ITS OWX MOTION FOR A’ ORDER Case No. 407
EXTEFDING SECTION G, OIL PRORATION Order No. R-346
AND ALLOCATION, TO PROVIDE FOR THE

ADDITION OF RULZE 508, ESTABLISHAENT

OF TENPORARY 80-ACRE PRORATION UKITS

PATITION FOR RE-HEARING

Come now Phillips Petroleun Company and Nagnolia Petroleum
Company, and respectFully petition the 0il Conservation Com-
mission of liew Lexico for a re-hearing in the above captioned
matter, and in support thereof would show:

1. That Petitioners are engaged in the exploration for,
development and production of o0il and gas, holding interests in
the State of lNew Mexico, and are, and will be in the future,
engaged in the drilling of exploratory wells below the depth of
105000 feet, all as is fully disclosed by records of well loca=-
tions, well completions, and otiner data and information on file
with the Commission,

2. That Fetitioners are affected by the order of the Com=
mission in this cause and rmake this petition under the provisions
of Sec. 69-223, lNew Mexico Statutes, 1941 Annotated (1949 Sup-
plement),

3. That the Commission erred in entering its order in this
cause, the same being Order I'o. R-346, and that said order is
unlawful in that it i1s unreasonable, arbitrary and capricious
in the following respects:

(a). The order is not supported by the evidence offered
in this cause, and there is no substantial evidence to support
said order.

(b)e That the testimony adduced and exhibits offered
at the hearings in this cause clearly show that temporary state-
wide 80-acre proration units for pools 10,000 feet and deeper,
on the basis of the proposed order in this cause, would be highly

advantageous to the State of New lexico and its residents, and to

operatoBs operating in the State of New llexico.

1=



(c). That the testimony and exhibits offered at the
hearings in this cause clearly show that the temporary 80-acre
proration units proposed herein would result in a prevention of
waste, as defined by law, and that correlative rights would be
protected by such order.

(d). That the order does not recognize the correla-
tive rights of the operators, including the correlative rights
of Petitioners herein.

(e)s That the order will result in waste as defined
by law, as shown by the evidence offered at said hearings.

WHEREFORE, Petitioners respectfully pray that the Com-
mission enter its order granting a re-hearing in this cause, and
that upon such rehearing, the Commission rescind its order No.
R-346, and enter in lieu thereof its order establishing tem-
porary 80-acre proration units, as proposed in this cause, and
as supported by the evidence and testimony herein.

Respectfully submitted.

Apeon w I1Tellod.
\| Jason W. Kellahin
Attorney at Law

Laughlin Bldg., Santa Fe, N.M.
For: Phillips Petroleum Company.

Mona

Ross Madole ®yduwr
P. 0. Box 900
Dallas, Texas
For: Magnolia Petroleum Company
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Respectfully referred to

Mr, Dick Spurrier

for such action and report as in his opinion

may Seem necessary.

MAGNOLIA PETROLEUM CORP EXHIBIT #1 CASE 407

PRESENTED AT HEAR ING JUNE 16 1953
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TABLE 1, - Field and reservoir data, Healdton sands,
Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.

GENERAL

Date Of A18COVET T eeitoareensesnasacaactoscsnssacsansnasannasaanveennss Aug., 14, 1913
Depth Of WEllSuueneereasasssasessavonsssasooncasansossscassoscsaseslte 700 to 1,400

Total Productive BreB....cceessesseassssccssssssassccscassasesssBCTES 7,142
Total wells drilled to Nov. 1, 1951l ciuieeeeneucsersrsacrnscasacsonnne 2,590
Wells producing 85 of Nov. L1, 1051 .eeereseceseescesnrsosncossencsaess 1,863
Stock tank gravity of o0ll.e..eeeneerevseavscererscacansaasesadh PI.O 26 to 35
Viscosity of typical stock-tank oil of 310 A P I., at 800 F......Cps. 13.3

RESERVOIR DATA

Average effective thiCKNESS.vieseesevcccsssrstossssscessssnscsssassslts 72
AVerage POrOSIty.eeeeeetseesseacsscssscsscosssoscecsasnsasesesscpeEICENt 21.6
Average permeability.ccceceerescersnrevorcsisrascsasssccasacnasssotd, 330
Average connate water content.....coeeessscccnsasaans esssesespETCENt 18.2
Average original reservoir pressure (est.)...iceveveeevecee. D .S.1.8. 270
Average formation temperature (est.)sseeessseeserecnenencesananes OF, 80

Gas in solution in reservoir oil per barrel of stock tank oil
(85t 4) veeneeeeacanosacnvesanssnsesssasassansessansnsensaanssCls TE, 85

Formation volume FACHOT, (€55 .) ceseeeeceescoreasnsnsonanssossnsenssnn 1.04k4
Original mobile 01l Ir€BETVES..eesecssscerrssossosssansesasnesssssbbl, 422,000,000
Total stock tank oil originally in reservolr...iceececesceseceess A0 674,195,000

PRODUCTION DATA

Average initial oil production between 1913 and 1917, per well per

6 Y 1 s N 270
Maximum yearly oil production, 1917 ..cec.veecesceeasessascocssceesdO. 22,036,000
Yearly oil production,; 1950 ceveesseessccasssscsassssassnssasenssessd0s 2,263,000
Average daily oll production, 1950 ...cccsveoscesesecncnsssosnseesd0. 6,200
Average dally water production, 1950 ...eeveeeececssesssnessennessado. = 14,600
Average specific gravity of produced ga8s (€5t.)veieieeesucsesnnoscans ’ 0.88
Gasoline content of produced gas a&s of Jan. 1, 1951, per M c.f...gal. 0.31 to 3.95

RECOVERY
Cumulative oil production to Jan. 1, 1951l.cceveteeescesessreeesssbbl, 211,179,000
011 recovery to Jan. 1, 1951, field average DPer 8CTre..ceeessceessdO. 29,570
0il recovery to Jan, 1, 1951, field average.....barrels per acre foot 410

In this study the Healdton sands are considered to belong to four zones, the
uppermost of which is termed the "first-ssnd zone" apd the lowermost, the "fourth-sand
zone." The first sand, the most nearly depleted, is the thickest and most extensive
and should lend itself best to water-flood development. The character of this sand
and the proposed methods of water-flood development are described in the sections on
Reservoir Conditions and Water Flooding. The second and third sands are extremely
lenticular, with alternating beds of sand and limestone of high and low permeability.
The fourth sand covers a relatively smaller area and is more uniform in character, but
it differs from the other sands in that natural water drive is the important produc-
tion mechanism. The history of the natural water drive in the fourth sand for the
field and for certain representative leases is discussed under Production Mechanisms.
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INTRODUCTION AND SUMMARY

This petroleum-engineering study of the Healdton oil field in Carter County,
Okla,., describes the geology and production history of that field and estimates the
oil reserves that could be produced by efficient secondary-recovery methods.

The Healdton field, 1n western Carter County approximately 20 miles west of
Ardmore, Okla., was discovered in 1913 and was one of the early important oil-produc-
ing areas in the State. Although the volume of oil recovered from the Healdton sands
has been comparatively high, studies show that a large reserve remains in the pres-
sure-depleted sand, which can be recovered by efficient water-flood operations.

In making this study of the Healdton-sand reservoir, the writers utilized many
data already available in company and Government offices. Most of the fluid samples
were collected by Bureau of Mines personnel and analyzed in the Bureau's laboratories
at Bartlesville, Okla,; but other data, including logs, core analyses, and production
records, were obtained from outside sources. These data were examined critically but
were not verified, and possible errors in the original data may be reflected in the
conclusions,

In this study, attempts were made to consider only those aspects of the avail-
able information that would contribute to a clear and concise engineering report on
the Healdton-sand reservoir. Other phases of the data, as well as those concerning
assocliated reservoirs, were eliminated from consideration as being irrelevant to the
particular problem. Cores and drill cuttings of the Healdton sands were analyzed and
studied to determine the nature of the reservoir rocks. Analyses of samples of pro-
duced oil, water, and gas were studied to fix the different types, the limits of theilr
occurrence, and the suitability of different waters for injection into the Healdton
sands. Records of oil, gas, and water produced and of gas and water injected were
studied to interpret the production behavior of the field and of certain individual
leases. Theoretical calculations were made to predict the probahle water-flood be-
havior and oil recovery, at constant water-injection rates, for individual sands on
two leases.

Table 1 summerizes data pertinent to the Healdton field.

i

0il is produced from discontinuous and lenticular Healdton sands of late
Pennsylvanian age, which range in depth between 700 and 1,400 feet. Apparently
these sands were deposited unconformebly around and over a topographic high of the
eroded Ordovician surface. During Mesozoic time, the area was folded and faulted to
form a modified anticlinal structure, =

J—
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Samples of drill cutting were obtained for study through the cooperation of
Elbert King, Ardmore Sample Cut, Ardmore, Okla.

Data from unpublished reports on the Healdton oll field by Bureau of Mines
personnel, A. A. Hammer, R, A, Cattell (l),&/ C. F., McCarroll (2), and C. R. Bopp
were especially helpful.

GENERAL GEOLOGY

Location and Topography

The Healdton oil field is located in the western part of Carter County, Okla.,
sbout 20 miles west of Ardmore and 30 miles southeast of Duncan, Okla. (see fig. 2).
The major portion of the field lies in T. 4 S., R. 3 W. {Indian meridian), although
portions of the field extend into T. 3 S., Rs. 3 and 4 W,, and T, 4 S,, Rs. 2 and
L W. The communities of Healdton, Wirt, and Dundee (McMan) are wholely or partly
within the field limits,

The land is flat or gently rolling, with elevations ranging from about 885 to
1,070 feet above sea level., The topsoll consists of red and yellow clay and sand.
Blackjack oak and low bushes comprise the natural vegetation, and very little of
the land in the field is now cultivated. The area is drained by Whiskey and Walnut
Creeks, small tributaries flowing southeast to the Red River.

In the immediate area the principal industries are associated with producing,
transporting, and refining petroleum; a few cattle are grazed along the edges of the
field. A branch of the Gulf, Colorado, & Santa Fe Railroad runs from Ardmore to
Ringling, with a spur to Healdton. U, S, Highway 70 from Ardmore to Waurika passes
south of the field, State Highway 76 passes through Healdton along the east side
of the field,

Regional Geology

Stratigraphy

Filgure 2 shows the geography, areal geology, and principal structural features
in southern Oklahoma. In Carter County surface formations range in age from Ordovi-
cian, which outcrops on the Criner Hills, to Cretaceous beds in the Marietta syncline.
Tomlinson (3) gives the following general section for Carter County, Okla.:

Recent Alluvium and gravel
Goodland limestone
Cretaceous o s
Trinity sand

Permian Red Beds

Pontotoc series
Hoxbar formation

Pennsylvanian Deese formation.(Healdton sands?)
Dornich Hills formation (Hewitt sands?)
Springer formation

4/ Underlined numbers in parentheses refer to references at end of this report.
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Approximately 2,600 wells have been drilled in the Healdton field, as shown on
“the development map (fig. 1.), and over 211 million barrels of oil have been recov-
ered from the several Healdton sands underlying the 7,142 oil-productive acres in the }:
field. The comparatively hlgh oil production obtained from "infill" wells drilled \'
Y 1nfill—dr1111ng perlods-aﬁ§ing the life of the field. The increased recovery from
the field as a Whole and Trom three leases in particular is given careful attention
in the report under Infill Drilling.

Air and gas injection to increase oil production or to store gas for future use
has been tried on a limited scale but with comparatively little success. The results
obtained on several projects are discussed in detail both as to the accompanying in-
creases in oil recovery and as to the indications they give of the continuity of the
oil sands.

The study indicates that, in the Healdton sands, many millions of barrels of oil
will not be recovered by present operating methods. Much of this oil can be flushed
from the sands and forced to producing wells by water injected through specially

. equipped and properly spaced input wells, Introducing water into the several sands
and controlling its movements through the oll-bearing pore spaces between the sand
grains will present many problems to the water-flood engineer, but possible recovery
of millions of barrels of oil will be an adequate reward. Methods of water-flood

7 development and associated problems are discussed under Water Flooding.
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Figure 2. - Location of Healdton oil field in relation to other oil fields and structural features in Southern Oklahoma.



Substantial "oil shows" were found in water wells drilled several years later on
the Apple, Franklin, and Smith properties in secs. 5 and 8, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. These
indications, together with the fact that oil was still oozing from the capped Palmer
well, prompted Roy Johnson, Edward Galt, Wirt Franklin, and Lon Apple to lease 4,000
acres of land in the Healdton area and organize the Plains Development Co. and the
Red River 0%l Co.

The first commercial oil well in the field was drilled by the Red River 0il Co.
and was completed August 4, 1913, on what is now the Shell 0il Co., Inc., Wirt
Franklin lease, NE1/4 sec. 8, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. 0il was found at a depth of approxi-
mately 900 feet, and the initial production was 80 barrels daily, from a sand about
20 feet thick. The second well, drilled on what is now the Shell 0il Co., Inc.,

C. L McClure lease northwest of the discovery well, initially produced 300 barrels
of o0il per day.

Development of other leases followed, and by the end of the year 15 oil wells
had been drilled (;9). Originally, independent operators held 90 percent of the
leases. By November 1, 1913, 14 oil companies were operating in the field. The
Sun 0il Co. obtained 1,000 acres from the Crystal 0il Co. (formerly the Plains
Development Co.) in October 1913.

Intensive drilling in a southeast extension, including all or parts of secs.
13, 14, 15, 22, 23, 24, and 25, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. and secs. 18 and 19, T. 4 8.,
R. 2 W., was begun in 1916 and continued through 1917. Table 2 shows a summary of
the development history during the first 3 years.

TABLE 2, - Early development history, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.

0il production, bbl., | Gas production, M c.f.
Completed wells | Initial daily [(Yearly) Initial daily
Year Total|0il]Gas |Dry ]| Total ]JAverage| total Total Average
19130 0ieecansnns 23 | 151 3| 5 8ub 56 36,250 50,000 17,000
1914 . .eveeeae.o | 392 [3kO| 9| 43 06,1711 312 |7,784,000 150,000 16,000
1915..00eeecases | 335 |290| 14| 31} 86,0101 297 |[6,4%12,500 191,000 13,600

Figure 3 shows the oil-production history, average price paid for crude oil, and
number of producing wells in the Healdton oil field from 1913 through 1950.

Transportation and 0il Sales

During the early development of the field, equipment and supplies were hauled
from Ardmore by mule teams over poor, muddy roads. Construction of the Ringling
Railroad (now Gulf, Colorado & Santa Fe) was begun in May 1913, and by December of
that year the railroad had reached a point 3 miles south of the field. Wilson and
Joiner City became transportation headquarters for hauling supplies to the field
and oil to the railroad by mule teams. Later, a spur track (0il Field Railroad)
was laid into Healdton, and oil was shipped out in tank cars.

By January 1914 oil production averaged 1,600 barrels daily. In February 191k
Magnolia Pipe Line Co., the principal purchaser of crude oil in the Healdton field,
announced an increase in the price for crude oil from $1.00 to $1.03 per barrel.

A 55,000-barrel storage tank was completed that month, and shortly thereafter the
first oil was run through a newly laid 6-inch line to Addington, Okla., and thence
through the main pipeline to the Magnolia Petroleum Co. refinery at Fort Worth, Tex.
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Caney shale
Mississippian Sycamore limestone
Woodford chert

. . Bois d'Arc limestone
Devonian Hunton formation
Haragan shale

. Henryhouse shale
Silurian Hunton formation {Fhimney Hill limestone

Sylvan shale
Viola limestone
Simpson formation
Arbuckle limestone

Ordovician

Many of these formations are exposed in the highly folded area immediately
southwest of Ardmore, which includes the Criner Hills and the Overbrook anticline.
Permian "Red Beds" cover most of the county west of the Indian meridian, including
the area of the Healdton field,

Geological History of Structure

The known structural history of this area begins in late Pennsylvanian time with
deposition of the Dornmick Hills formation (4). A major diastropic movement, which
formed the Wichita, Arbuckle, and Ouachita Mountains, also formed smaller parallel
folds running northwest and southeast. Many of these smaller folds influenced oil
accumulations in the Healdton, Velma, Loco, Fox-Graham, Sholem-Alechem, and Tatums
fields. In the erosion period that followed this diastrophism, the lower Pennsylvanian
and older formations were removed from the crest of the Healdton and Criner Hills.
Gradual subsidence followed, beginning in the Marietta syncline and Ardmore Basin and
progressing northwest. During the early stages of this subsidence and deposition the
Healdton and Criner Hills stood out as islands with steep limestone cliffs facing the
sea (2). Sand bars and shale beds were deposited, reworked, and redeposited around
the base of the Healdton Island. As the land continued to subside, lenticular sand
and shale beds were deposited over the top of the Healdton Island. In the Healdton
area there is little apparent break between these Healdton sands and the overlying
Permian Red Beds, although further to the east a discomformity is apparent (6).

Following Hoxbar deposition the area was again folded and faulted along the
former trends and raised above sea level. In early Cretacedus time Gulf seas again
invaded the continent, spreading over Oklahoma and Kansas. Probably Cretaceous sedi-
ments originally were deposited over the entire area, although a small patch in the
Marietta syncline is all that remains in Carter County of the sediments deposited by
these seas, After Cretaceous time the area was again uplifted, and the seas receded
to form the off-lap deposits of the coastal areas of Texas and Louisiana. During
the present emergence, all of the Cretaceous and much of the Permian sediments have
been removed from the Healdton Hills by erosion (7) (8).

DEVELOPMENT

Discovery

Early in the 1890'§ a prospector named Palmer used a springpole rig to drill a
well near an o0il seep on what was Indian land and is now the Shell 0il Co., Inc.,
C. L. McClure lease in sec. 5, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. (9). At 425 feet in depth oil "oozed
and slopped"” over the top of the hole. Palmer capped the well, hoping to obtain the
necessary leases before the news spread about the oil strike. However, before the
Atoka Agreement in 1897, a Federal treaty with the Chickasaw and Choctaw Indians
prohibited development of Indian lands for oil, and Palmer died without profiting
from his discovery.
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Comparatively low drilling costs and high initial-production rates (100 to 1,000
barrels daily (9)),contributed to rapid development of the field early in 191k,
Fear of underground drainage led to competitive production, which soon filled all
available storage.

Earthen pits were hastily constructed to store the oil, but heavy rains and
fire started by electrical storms caused much loss and damage., McPhall & Corbett
constructed a small dam across a creek and skimmed much lost oil off the top of the
water. 011 prices dropped to 7O cents,

By August 1914, after 1 year of operation, 208 wells on T4 leases were producing
over 50,000 barrels of oil daily. Oklahoma Corporation Commission Order 846 restricted
0il production from wells to the amount that could be sold for 65 cents or more per
barrel. In October the Magnolias Pipe Line Co. reduced the price to 40 cents per barrel,
and the Oklahoma Corporation Commission (Order 847) prohibited production of any oil
that could not be sold for 50 cents or more per barrel. O0il stored in earthen pits
became unsalable at quoted market prices because of included water and the decrease
in gravity, so the Oklahoma Corporation Commission (Order 878, issued November 10,
1914) permitted sale of this oil below the market price, provided that the amount
sold was charged against the prorated allowable on the basis of the value received
therefor. The Oklahoma Corporation Commission Order 920 (1ssued June 5, 1915) pro-
hibited storage of o0il in earthen pits,

Late in 1914 the Ardmore Refining Co. completed the first 1,000-barrel refining
unit at Ardmore, and the Producers Refining Co. began to construct an 8-inch line to
Gainesville, Tex.

Because of inadequate markets and low prices for crude, development was virtually
at a standstill during late 1914 and early 1915. 0il prices dropped to 30 cents per
barrel, and the pipeline companies purchased only currently produced oil and would
accept none from storage. Activity increased late in 1915, and in October of that
year the Producers Refining Co. 8-inch line to Gainesville, Tex., was completed.

The independent operators in the Healdton field contracted to furnish 15,000 barrels
of oil deily to the .pipeline at 30 cents a barrel, By the end of 1915 750 wells had
been drilled, and daily oil production averaged 75,000 barrels.

01l prices gradually increased from 35 cents per barrel in October 1915 to 75
cents per barrel in December 1916. (See fig. 3.)

By February 1917, six pipelines with a daily handling capacity of 73,000 barrels
of oil had been constructed. Since then oil-transportation facilities have been
adequate. By December 1917, 1,825 oil wells had been completed, and yearly oil pro-
duction (as illustrated in figure 3) reached a peak of 22 million barrels in 1917
(11). During 1918 and 1919, 150 wells were drilled, but their comparatively low rates
of production could not stay the sharply declining field rate of production. The ini-
tial drilling campaign in the Healdton field came to a close in 1919, and since that
time there has been little change in the productive limits of the field. In 1919 and
1920, 1,971 oil wells were producing in the field., At no time since have there been
as many.

Table 3 lists the 1l pipelines that, in the early 1920'S, transported oil from the

field to refineries in cities as near as Wilson, Okla., and as far away as Wood
River, Ill. .
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TABLE 3. - Pipeline companies and refineries serving Healdton oil field in the early
1920's, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.

Size | Con- Refinery
of |nected Refinery | capacity,
Pipeline company line |leases| Refinery name location bbl, ;
Pure Pipe Line Co. 6-inch| 18 [Pure 0il Co. Ardmore, 7,000 !
Okla, :
Magnolia Pipe Line Co. Two 34 |Magnolia Refining |Fort Worth, 20,000
6-inch Co. Tex.
Sinclair Pipe Line Co, 8-inch| 20 |Sinclair Refining do. 10,000
Co.
Chickasaw Pipe Line Co. 4-inch 8 |Chickasaw Refining|Ardmore, 5,000
(Coline 0il Co.) Co. Okla.
Cameron Pipe Line Co. 6-inch 5 |Cameron Refining do. 3,500
(Ardmore Refining Co.) Co.
Fmpire Pipe Line Co. 8-inch| 16 |Producers Refining|Gainesville,] 6,000
(Producers Refining Co.) Co. Tex.
Imperial Refining Co. L4-inch T Imperial Refining |Ardmore, 7,000
Co. Okla,
Nyanza Refining Co. 3-inch 1 |[Nyanza Refining Wilson, 3,000
(J. Howard Pugh) Co. Okla.
Yarhola Pipe Line Co. 6-inch| 13 |Shell 0il Co. Wood River, Unknown
I11. )
Texas Pipe Line Co. of Okla.| 8-inch| 10 |Unknown Unknown Do.
Pierce Pipe Line Co. do. Pierce Refining Fort Worth, 8,000
Co. Tex.

In 1920 the demand for crude oil increased sharply, and the price increased !
steadily to a peak of $2.75 per barrel in March of that year. Shortly thereafter, ’
imports of foreign crude, chiefly from Mexico, decreased the price to a low of 60
cents per barrel. After 1922 most oil was sold on a gravity basis, but until 1925
the price paid for Healdton crude was 20 cents per barrel less than for other crudes
of comparable gravity.

In 1926 the first infill-drilling program began, and during the next few years i
38 new wells were drilled. 0il prices for 31° A.P.I. gravity oil declined from a ;
high of $1.89 per barrel in 1926 to a low of 25 cents per barrel in 1931. :

In November 1930 State-wide proration limited oil production to 5 barrels of
0il per well per day, plus 50 percent of the difference between this and the poten-
tial daily oil production of the well. The proration base was raised to 10 barrels
per well per day in January 1931 and to 20 barrels in May 1931.

By 1933 the economic depression forced many small refineries in the Healdton
area to discontinue operations, and the plants were shut down or dismantled. How-
ever, two refineries still were operating in Ardmore and processing Healdton crude
oil, and Shell Pipe Line Co., Magnolia Pipe Line Co., and Pierce Pipe Line Co. were
transporting oll to refineries in Wood River, I1ll., and Fort Worth, Tex. The average
daily oil production from the filelds was approximately 9,500 barrels.

The second infill-drilling campaign, beginning in 1935, and general application

of vacuum, beginning in 1938, increased and maintained the yearly oil production at
3 to 3 1/2 million barrels per year until 1941.
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Rotary drilling rig

Figure 4. - Portable cable tool and rotary drilling rigs used in the
Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla. (1951).



rotary tools were used to complete the wells, the water-base mud might penetrate and
seal off the pressure-depleted Healdton oil sands, which would result in poor or non-
productive wells., A few recent wells were completed with rotary, using oil-base mud.

Table 4 shows the estimated cost of drilling and completing a well in the
Healdton field in 1951, using the combination rotary- and cable-tool methods de-
scribed above.

TABLE 4. - Estimated cost of completing a well in the Healdton sand,
1951, Healdton oil field, Carter Coutny, Okla.

Drilling - Depth 1,200 feet
Cost per foot includes fuel, water, rigging up, pits, etc.
Item Total
900 ft. drilled with rotary tools at $2.00 per ft. $1,800
300 ft. drilled with cable tools at $3.00 per ft. 900
Total cost of drilling §2,[OO
Casing and tubing
80 ft. of 10-3/4-in. o.d., 32-3/4 1b. per ft. 208
900 ft. of 7-in. o.d., 24 1b. per ft. 1,746
320 ft. of 5-3/16-in. o.d. liner 352
1,190 ft. of 2-3/8-in. o.d. tubing 488
Total cost of casing and tubing 2,79
Equipment
Rods, 1,200 ft. 125
Pump (includes pumping Jjack) 300
Flow line, 500 ft. 350
Miscellaneous 73
Total cost of equipment 8%0
Material
Cement, 300 sacks 180
Mud 270
Total cost of material 450
Completion costs
Services of cable tool rig for completion (2 days at
$175 per day) 350
Cementing service
10-3/4k-in, casing with 50 sacks and 7-in. casing with
250 sacks 296
Trucking, labor, miscellaneous 100
Total cost for completion 846
Total cost for drilling and completing well $7,640

RESERVOIR CONDITIONS

Structure and Stratigraphy

Most authorities sgree that Healdton sands of Pennsylvanian age were unconform-
ably deposited around and over folded and eroded Ordovician hills., Subsurface studies
made in preparation for this report support this concept of Healdton-sand deposition
on an irregular Ordovician surface. The irregularity of this depositional surface
affected the thickness and extent of the Healdton sands.

5125 - 10 -



Bealdton crude-oil prices were stabilized at $1.07 per barrel during World War
II (1941-45). After price restrictions were removed, the price for oils of gravities
between 31 and 31.90 A.P.I, rose steadily to $2.47 per barrel in 1948,

A third infill-drilling and extension program began in 1946 and continued through
1950, with the drilling of 114 new wells,

In 1950 oil from the Healdton field was purchased at $2.47 per barrel by the Bell
0il & Gas Co. for refining in Ardmore, Okla., and by the Shell Pipe Line Co. and the
Magnolia Pipe Line Co. for refining at Wood River, Ill., and Fort Worth, Tex., During
this year, 1,876 wells produced 2,260,000 barrels of oil, or about 6,200 barrels daily.

Drilling and Completion Practices

Most of the wells in the Healdton field were drilled with cable tools (see fig.
4}, probably because of the lower cost during development, Drilling time for these
cable-tool wells was 10 to 20 days, and costs averaged $3,000 to $4,000 per well,
During early development, rotary tools were used to drill a few wells to oil-produc-
tive formations below the Healdton sands.

The only logs for wells drilled before the late 1930's were those kept by the
drillers. During the infill-drilling period beginning in 1935, several electric logs
were made, and cores of the formation were cut. More recently, radicactivity logs
have been made in several of the old wells, as well as in some recently drilled,

When the field was being developed, the usual practice was to use three strings
of casing - 10-inch at about 300 feet, 8-1/k-inch at 400 to 600 feet, and 6-5/8-inch
at about 800 feet. In some instances the 10-inch casing was pulled. A 5-3/16-inch
slotted liner was set on bottom extending approximately 20 feet up into the 6-5/8—
inch casing. This casing program usually was adequate; but, in some instances, more
strings of casing were used to exclude upper formation waters.

Many of the earlier wells were shot with 1 quart of'nitroglycerin per foot of
oll sand. Today the same practice is followed on some new wells, but others are
completed without shooting. Indiscriminate shooting sometimes damaged the casing
seat for the producing string and permitted an influx of water from the upper water
sands. Several instances where this occurred in wells drilled in 1917 in the south-
east extension have been recorded by Bureau of Mines engineers, who studied water
production in that area of the Healdton field (1).

Because of the caving nature of the Healdton sands, work-over and clean-out
jobs were necessary on many early wells to sustain the rate of production. Drillers’
logs show that many of the old wells drilled originally to the first Healdton sand
were deepened later to produce oil from the lower Healdton sands. When these wells
were deepened, it was necessary to pull and reset the liner. Often a new string of
casing had to be run inside the original production string, or the production string
was pulled and reset at a lower depth. Many wells were plugged back with lead wool,
rocks, or limit plugs to exclude bottom water, but some of these plug backs were
not successful.

A majority of the recent wells have been drilled with a combination of rotary
and cable tools., A portable rotary rig (fig. 4) is used to drill to the top of the
oil sand where the production string is set and cemented with about 250 sacks of
cement, and then a cable-tool rig is used to drill into the producing sand. If
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Fourth Sand

Above the Pugh and Westheimer sands in the southeast extension, and immediately
overlying the Ordovician throughout the central part of the field, is a Healdton
sand and sandy lime zone, usually separated from the Healdton sands above by 10 to 30
feet of waxy shale. This zone, which is included with the "Simpson" Sand in some lo-
calities, can be identified and traced throughout much of the field. Imn this report
it is considered to be the fourth Healdton-sand zone. Usually the top of the zone is
marked by thin sandy limestone beds, often glauconitic with small calcareous oolites
0.3 to 5 mm. in diameter, which were formed around subangular quartz grains. A rep-
resentative section of this fourth send, penetrated in the Shell 0il Co., Inc., C. L.
McClure well 38, sec. 5, T. 4 S,, R, 3 W., is described as follows:

Thickness, Top depth,

feet feet

Limestone, light-gray, sandy, and oolitlC.icveieeeeneerneneas L 1,010
Sand, gray grains 0.2 to 0.4 mm., in diameter, rounded and

SUDAIZULAT « e v v eeveosoroeseasanssensosnssvosananssascessnne 14 1,014
Sand, as above, with thin streaks of dark-gray shale........ 34 1,028
Sand, gray, as above with little white chert...vvvivevsnnnss b 1,062
Shale, gray sandy, with many crinoid stem fragments and

pelecypPod ShEllS..u.uetetisersvsacessassntosassocnssrsocase 11 1,066
Limestone, gray and light-buff, S8NAY....eeeeceereacecoensns 18 1,077
Sand, very fine, light-Duff.ceieetsensscncsectsroersenssscens 11 1,095
Limestone, gray, SANAY ..c.eeeescessessocsssessasosssnsnssosns 5 1,106
Sandstone, fine-grained, calc8reoUS.icessescrsssasroocasascans 6 1,111
Sand, gray, calcareous and fossiliferouS...ceesssacccsenanees 27 1,117
SaNnd, VETIY FINe...veeceseronsos .toceanasssnsoassnssnenonoosss 7 1,1k
Limestone, light-gray with some gray shale...........c.c.... 15 1,151
Shale, light-gray, CAlCATEOUS...ceveeserecccscocncrnsroronans 17 1,166
Limestone, light-gray, sandy and shaly....eeceeeeeeeoenensen 2 1,183
-------------------- (Unconformity) ---=~=-=-=-===-=cooco-
Limestone, white, dense (Ordovicia@n)...eceeececeeronsneennns - 1,185

For the purposes of this report, the fourth Healdton zone is considered as a
separate reservoir, differing from the upper Healdton sands above in that it is under
the influence of a rather definite water drive. The extent and effect of this water
drive on o0il production is discussed under Production.

The top of the fourth Healdton sand ranges from 150 feet above sea level in the
northwestern part of the field to 600 feet below sea level at the southeastern edge.

Logs of early wells record water in the fourth sand at depths ranging from 470
feet below sea level in the southeast extension to 180 feet below sea level along the
northeast and southwest edges in the main part of the field. Only those wells drilled
before 1920 were used to establish the original oil-water contact in the different
areas of the field,

Figure 10, an isopachous map of the effective oil-productive thickness of the
fourth Healdton sand above the water level, was constructed using the oil-water con-
tact levels in various parts of the field and a structure map of the top of the fourth
sand. In general, the thickness of oil-productive beds in the fourth sand zone, as
recorded in drillers' logs, compared closely with those shown by electric logs through
the section. The fourth sand is absent in large areas (including 750 acres) of secs.
4, 5, 6, and 9, T. ¥ 8., R, 3 W,, where the top of the Ordovician surface is structur-
ally high.
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By 1950 about 2,600 wells had been drilled in the Healdton field, and drillers'
logs, many of gquestionable accuracy, of approximately 2,500 of these wells were
available for study. Complete or partial electric logs of 132 wells and radiocactivity
logs of 32 wells were studied. Drill cuttings from 33 wells and analyses of cores
from 49 wells were used to interpret reservoir conditions in the Healdton sands.

Most of these data were concentrated in the north and central areas of the field,
although electric logs and drill cuttings were available for several wells in the
eastern and southeastern areas. More data were available for the first than for
lower sands, although several wells were electrically logged and cored through all
Healdton sands.

The structure and extent of the fourth and other Healdton sands has been studied
in 57 cross sections, Figures 5, 6, and 7 are structure and correlation sections
across the field northwest to southeast, west to east, and north to south, based
upon electric and radioactivity log studies. The locations of cross sections
(figs. 5, 6, and 7) are shown on figure 8. Zones 1, 1-A, 2, 3, and 4 have been
identified and correlated as separate members, but these correlations picture a
simplicity that actually does not exist in the reservoir. Individual sands are
lenticular and grade laterally and verticaelly into shale., In the north-central
and northwestern part of the field, several oil-productive stray sands lie strati-
graphically above the first Healdton sand.

A core-analysis profile of a well in sec. 5, T, 4 S., R. 3 W,, is shown as well
2 in figure 5. The porosities of the sands range between 10 and 33 percent, and the
permeabilities between 0 and 3,800 millidarcys.

Figure 9, a structure map with contours drawn on top of the Ordovician, shows
the present attitude of the pre-Pennsylvanian surface., Many irregularities shown
were present at the time of the Healdton-sand deposition, but others result from
post-Hoxbar folding and faulting. This figure also shows, in a general way, the
areal geology of the pre-Pennsylvanian surface. Cuttings from deep wells in this
area show that the Arbuckle limestone immediately underlies the Pennsylvanian sands
in a belt parallel to and southwest of the field. Progressing northeast across the
structure, successively younger Ordovician sediments (Simpson, Viola, and Sylvan)
are directly overlaln by the Pennsylvanian formations. Subsurface investigation in
the Healdton area did not include a study of the structure of the Ordovician sedi-
ments, except that truncated sections of successively older beds to the southwest
indicate that the axis of any such structure would lie considerably southwest of the
anticline, as imdicated in figure 9. Presumably, the Viola limestone was the resist-
and member that capped the Healdton hills during the late Pennsylvenian time.

Deep wells on C. W. Tomlinson's Bell and Schermerhorn leases in sec. 3, T. k S,
R. 3 W., penetrated Simpson formations and not Sylvan shale immediately under the
Healdton sands. Apparently a pre-Pennsylvanian fault in this area lifted the older
sediments and permitted erosion of the Sylvan and Viola formations before Healdton-

sand deposition.

A series of oil-bearing sands overlies the Ordovician beds at the southeast end
of the field at depths between 1,200 and 2,000 feet but is not present over the main
part of the field, These sands include the "Jackson" sand in sec. 15, T. 4 S.,

R. 3 W., the "Pugh" sand in sec, 18, T. 4 S., R, 2 W., and the "Westheimer" sands in
secs. 24 and 25, T. 4 S,, R. 3 W, These sands, which represent a separate oil reser-
voir, are not included in this study of the Healdton sands.
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The study of well logs and oil-production history of the fourth sand indicates
that the actual economically oil-productive area of the fourth sand is substantially
less, particularly at the southeast end of the field, than that within the designated
oll-water contact line, Actually the oil-water contact is not horizontal but, to a .
large extent, follows the structure, so that, in an area along the edge of the struc-
ture, the water level is close to, although not at the top of, the sand zone. Wells
drilled in these areas recorded a thin o0il sand, not economically productive, above
bottom-hole water. In figure 10 a 2-foot contour line has been drawn inside the oil-
water contact line to illustrate the large area where the oil-water contact is near
the top of the sand. For practical purposes, only those areas within this 2-foot
contour line have been considered as economically oil-productive in estimating re-
serves in the fourth sand.

The original oil-productive area of the fourth sand covered 1,960 acres. Total
thickness ranged from 50 to 75 feet, and the total volume of oil-productive sand was
45,080 acre-feet.

Upper Sands

A contour map (fig. 11) was prepared, with the aid of cross sections, to show
the structural attitude of the top of the first Healdton-sand zone. The structure
is an anticline 8 miles long and 1 to 3 miles wide, with several local high areas
throughout the field and with steep dips on the northwest flank. The total closure
is about 500 feet, A study of records of wells in sec. 33, T. 3 S., R. 3 W., and
sec. 3, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., indicates a major normal fault along the northeast edge
of the field, with a displacement on the north side of approximately 300 feet. 1In
sec. 5, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., a series of faults surround a central upthrown block.
Some of these faults may have been caused by differential settling owing to com-
paction of sediments around topographic highs of the Ordovician surface, but others
are the results of deep-seated faulting, which cut the Ordovician limestone. (See
figs. 9 and 11.)

Because identification and correlation of individual sand members in wells have
been very difficult, all beds above the fourth sand, except for some stray sands in
the northwestern part of the field, have been treated as belonging to a common réser-
voir. Results of infill drilling and gas injection have proved that often shaly
zones with little horizontal or vertical permeability separate the productive beds,
so that this treatment as a common reservoir, although practical, does not represent
all the actual conditions.

The total oil-productive area of the upper sands, as determined from a study of
well logs and production records, includes 7,016 of the 7,142 productive acres in the
Healdton field. In several structurally high areas of the field upper sands are
barren, snd oil production was obtained from the fourth sand only.

Throughout most of the field, the top of the fourth sand was taken as the base
of the upper sand section, but where the fourth sand was absent the top of the
Ordovician limestone was used as the lower limit. A few structurally low wells
penetrated bottom water at depths ranging from 142 to 440 feet below sea level and
in these areas the water-saturated sand was used as the base of the productive upper
sand section.

The upper oil-productive sands were studied in a series of 50-foot zones, be-
glnning at the top of the sand, as indicated in figure 11. All wells penetrated the
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first 50-foot zone, fewer wells the second, and progressively fewer each succeeding
zone, It is assumed that sands not penetrated in one well yielded gas and some oil
to adjacent wells in the immediate vicinity, and, as such, the sand should be consid-
ered as a part of the entire reservolr. Many of the wells, particularly the early
wells, did not penetrate the complete section. The relatively lower initial produc-
tion rates of most of the later wells, which penetrated the full section, leads to
the general conclusion that most of these unpenetrated sands were depleted of pres-
sure and some oil by the earlier wells. Notable exceptions are those later wells
with initial-production rates higher than those of the original wells on the lease.

Six deep wells in the northwestern part of the field penetrated seven 50-foot
zones, whereas, in the southeastern part of the field, there were oil-productive
sands in only two or three such zones.

Several wells were cored and electrically logged through the upper sands, and
comparisons between core analyses and electric logs showed that indentations in the
SP and normal resistivity curves represented thin shale beds in the sand section,
which should be eliminated from the net oil-productive thickness. Comparison between
drillers' logs and electric logs on the same wells showed that beds reported by the
drillers as oil sands often contained such shale partings and nonproductive tight
streaks. By comparing the electric and drillers' logs, a correction factor of 0.841
was developed, which was applied to the thickness of o0il sands recorded in the drill-
ers' logs to estimate the net effective thickness of oil-producing sands in the main
part of the field. In the southeastern part of the field, fewer electric logs of
wells were available, but drill cuttings were examined microscopically, and the re-
sults were used with these electric logs to develop a correction factor of 0.816,
which was applied to the thickness of the o0il sand in the drillers' logs to estimate
the net productive thickness.

Using the net effective thickness of oil sands in those wells that were drilled
through each 50-foot zone, net isopachous maps were prepared for each of seven 50-
foot zones. From these maps the probable net thickness of unpenetrated sand at each
well was read and tabulated. The total net oil-productive thickness at each well was
then plotted on a map and contoured.

The total thickness of the upper Healdton beds, which included the oil-productive
sands above the fourth sand, ranges from 120 feet on top of the structure to over 500
feet along the flanks of the north end of the field. The total volume of oil-produc-
tive upper sands in the entire field is approximately 454,000 acre-feet,

Stray Sands

In certain areas of the Healdton field, oil sands were penetrated at depths above
those that generally have been designated as the first Healdton sand. In the north-
western part of the field, it appears from correlation studies that these oil-produc-

tive sands are continuous, but in other areas they are discontinuous or absent entirely:

During the early development many of these stray sands were cased off by a producing
string run to the more productive Healdton sands at greater depths. When a stray sand
did appear to be commercially oll-productive, it was left open to production. Studies -
show that the productive area of the stray sands included approximately 1,420 acres.

The original reserves in two of these productive sands were calculated. Electric
and radioactivity logs of the sands showed that what the drillers described as a solid
section of productive oil sand, actually contained a large number of shale and lime-
stone partings. From these comparisons the correction factor of 0.841, as described
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No. 12, Porosity 6.9 pet., Perm. 110 Md. No. 7. Porosity 27.0 pct., Perm. 530 Md.
Limestone 34.2 pct., Clay 5.5 pct. Aver- Limestone 3.6 pct., Clay 13.4 pct. Aver-
age grain size .241 mm, age grainsize . 151 mm.

No. 41. Porosity 10.5 pct., Perm. 14 Md. No. 40. Porosity 30.1 pct., Perm. 2900 Md.
Limestone 33.2 pct., Clay 4.5 pct. Limestone Trace, Clay 16.5 pct. Average
grain size .255 mm.

No. 34. Porosity 8.7 pct., Perm. 7.1 Md, No. 31. Porosity 29.1 pet., Perm. 740 Md.
Limestone 37.1 pct., Clay 4.1 pct. Aver- Limestone 7.6 pct., Clay 2.2 pct. Average
age grain size .181 mm, grain size . 166 mm,

Figure 13. - Plastic-impregnated core samples of Healdton sands.
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earlier, was applied to recorded thicknesses in the drillers' logs. Total thickness
of stray sands ranged up to 70 feet. Calculations indicate that the total oil-
productive portion of the stray sands is about 18,900 acre-feet.

Figure 12 is an isopachous map, which shows the total net effective thickness of
all oil-productive sands above the fourth sand, including upper sands and stray sands,
which range in thickness up to 320 feet, The thicker sands occur throughout the
north-central part of the field, and the thinner sands lie along the edges and in the
southeast extension. For individual leases, the net average effective thickness of
all oil-productive sands above the fourth sand ranged from 4 to 177 feet.

Lithology

In general, the first sand zone includes fine-grained, loosely cemented sand and
shaly sand, whereas the lower sand zones contain more limestone. Several core samples
from these sands were analyzed in the Bureau of Mines laboratories, and the results
of measurements on these cores are summarized in table 5. Clean cores were saturated
under vacuum with formation brine, but in most instances the cores could not be satu-
rated to 100 percent of the pore volume as determined by gas expansion. The fraction
of the total pore volume thus saturated with brine ranged from 0.57 to 1.0 and appears
in column 4 of the table., The resistivity of the brine-saturated core to the flow of
an electrical current of approximately 30 milliamperes was determined, and the ratio
between this resistivity and that of the brine alone at the same temperature (about
78° F.) is shown in column 5 as Formation factor. The saturating brine was displaced
(restored-state method) from the cores with nitrogen at pressures up to 50 p.s.i.,
and the water remaining in the core is essumed to be representative of the connate
water.i/ The percentage of the pore volume, ranging from 4.3 to 71.7, that remained
filled with this connate water is shown in column 6. The clay and limestone content
of the core samples, as shown in columns 7 and 8, was determined by sodium peroxide
and acid separation; and the average size of the remaining sand grains, as shown in
column 9, was determined by sieve analysis and microscopic measurements. A litho-
logic description of the core is shown in column 10,

In addition to the routine laboratory measurements on consolidated core samples,
the sedimentation method was used to determine the porosities of unconsolidated, or
loosely consolidated sands, which make up a large percent of the Healdton sands. In
this method, described by Rockwood (12), clay and limestone are removed from the
sample, and the clean sand is sedimented in water. Corrections of the observed poros-
ity are then made, depending on the percentage of clay and limestone. The "sedimented
porosity" of five samples ranged between 26 and 30 percent and is related to grain-
size distribution and clay and limestone content.

Fifteen core samples were impregnatad with plastic by a method outlined by
Lockwood (13), and thin sections were prepared for microscopic study. Photomicro-
graphs of six of these plastic-impregnated core samples are shown in figure 13.
Figure 13a is & drawing of three enlarged photomicrographs, cores 12, 40, and 41,
showing the composition and the relation of pore spaces to sand grains and cementing
material.

5/ As used in this report the term "connate water" Is defined as minimum water satu-
ration; that gquantity of water coexisting with oil in a water-wet reservoir
rock at initiation of exploitation and maintained by capillary forces that
equal or exceed displacing gravitational forces.,
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TABLE 5.--laboratory measurements on Healdton sand core samples, Heaidton field,
Carter Counly, Okla.

Maximum Connate Lime- Aver-
Poros- Permea- brine sat- Forma- water, Clay, stone, age
Czre iy, Bility, uration,— tionz/ percent volume volume grain Core description
o. percent mibli- fraction of | factor® of pore percent per- size,
darcys pore space space = cent mm.
| 2 3 4 5 € 7 & El 10
first sand
! 27.€ 260 C.88 8.93 27.8 14.3 5.0 - fine, hd. sd. - sh. stk. - mod. to weli-cem,
2 2C. 1 21C 74 11.¢7 36.7 13.3 €.6 - Very shy. 3d. - mod. 10 well-cem,
3 17.1 73 76 14.55 36.4 14.8 1.8 - -
4 16.5 - - 15.1€ - - - - -
5 28.¢ 4,200 76 €.24 1.3 6.4 3.2 0.32€ Fine sd. - loosely cem.
[ 27.8 - .92 5.77 24.7 - - 176 Go.
7 27.0 530 .77 8.53 i5.4 13.4 3.€ . 151 Fine sd. - mod. to well cem.
8 21.6 - .8C 6.37 28.1 24.8 €.6 « . 159 Fine sd. - sh. stk., - fri., loosely cem.
¢} 27.8 1,360 €7 1i.44 1€.€& 9.9 4.3 -184 Fine sd. - sh. stk., mod. cem.
1C 2c.8 - .78 9.45 43.6 29.8 6.5 - Laminated sh. and sd.
H 16. 1 21 .00 13.10 18.6 2.1 4.2 . 134 Shy. sd. - noa. cem.
12 €.9 110 G4 45.41 34.3 5.5 34.2 .24t Ha. sd. - (linestone?) very dense.
13 2.3 N .61 182.25 71.7 3.2 42.9 - ha. limestone.
14 3C.5 - .69 €.24 1C.2 5.( 1.€ - %a. - (ljooselydcem.
. LBt §.47 14.2 iC.5 16.7 - ine sd. - mod. cem,
:2 g;g 7—70 ge €.54 ll.é 8.3 5.6 - Fine sd. - little sh. stk. - very loosely cen.
o %3 N ‘a1 9.5¢ IC.4 6.5 2.9 - ii‘ne sd. - Iooseliy cem.lo I cen
3C. 7 E.26 12.9 7.4 3.2 - ine sa. - very fri. - looscly .
:g ggé ?:?83 gl €.64 1.3 5.7 3.7 - fine sd. - few sn. inclusions - ItI)oseI‘y cem.
2C 256.3 3,200 96 £.53 iC.G 5.3 3.5 - Fine sd. - thin sh. stks. - lccsely cen.
2l 29.9 - 2] 5.47 1.7 6.0 3.7 - Fine sa. - very fri., - very locsely cam.
22 29.€ 1,700 .8 €.52 1.9 7.4 3.7 - fine sd. - fri., - loosely cei.
23 29.2 - .83 8.72 1.7 8.7 5.4 - Fine sd. - very looseiy cem.
24 25.7 - .90 7.28 9.7 7.1 4.3 - F‘!ne sd. - loosely cem. »
25 | 26.4 1,500 .3 4.98 1.3 7.6 a7 ' Sl iid e e, - lousely con.
26 | 25.3 00 %€ 8.10 13.€ 6.8 | 10.C - sy o S O mod. o wel l-cen
3 - - - Fine to nea. sc. mod. to well-cem.
o7 13.¢ i8 -4 34.94 5.7
26 26.3 1,600 93 7.77 1.5 - - - -
Secona sand
29 24.9 . i
| 228 T B 15,50 1eod TR ' Fre L1 .50, ] hoa- to vell-cen.
) . . . . - ine sd. - welli-cem,
3t 291 740 .72 11.52 7.0 2.2 7.€ 0. 166 Fine sd. - mod. to well-cem.
32 .9 3.7 g5 5 < <
. . 34.83 23.8 3.5 3.2 - Sa., - dense , - well cem
n | @ 17 78 9.55 €1 a6 | 212 sy |- ' )
g; IE‘O _7.1 .G 45.72 24.2 4.4 37.1 L1861 HJ., dense, fine sd. - well cem.
. .63 14.46 1€.5 3.4 €6.6 - i -
» &3 s fine sd. very loosety cem.
. . .57 10€.53 54.4 17.4 €7.3 - fine sd. - well cem.
Thirg sanc
g; g;l 450 c.77 16.C8 14.8 6.¢ 2.5 - Fine to med. sd. - mos. to well-cem.
. - 277 S.07 12.3 2.5 2.€ - Fine to med. sd. - thin sh stk. - mod. cem.
39 27.1 2,600 .89 6.81 13.2 €.y 21.3 C.248 -
40 30.14 2,90 .94 6.27 8.1 16.5 e 255 Med. sd. - loosely cem.
Fourth sana
41 10.5 0.4 0.62 71.40 56.2 4.5 33.2 - Tight cal. ss.
42 27.3 870 .81 7.C0 1.8 9.2 6.5 G.200 Fine to med. sd. - mod. to well cenm.
43 30.1 620 .83 12.60 7.0 - - - -
44 27.7 525 .87 S.90 7.8 - - - Coarse sd. - sh. laminations.
45 25.8 63C .Gl iC. 1€ 16.3 - - - Coarse sd.
46 28.7 1,200 -8C 2.1C 10.0 - - Med. sd. - very little sh. - some rica.
47 27.9 520 .89 6.90 14.4 - - - Fine to med. sd. - soue |imestone.
48 8.5 2 1.CC €5.60 32.4 - - - - Dense 55. with includea !imestone.
49 9.8 9 .96 5€.30 34.3 - - - Dense ss. - many cal. fossil fragments.
5C 15.1 12 .94 35.90 2.6 - - - Coarse cal. ss. - some oolites.
gé 25.7 500 .89 11.20 i5.2 - - - Hard, cal., fine to med. ss. - some mica.
29.5 +,350 .64 8.60 4.3 - - - -
53 32.5 1,450 79 8.10 1.9 - - - -
54 31.8 €40 .88 8.90 1.0 - - - very fri. ss.
55 26.8 64C .87 12.30 1.0 - - Cal. ss., coarse.
56 27.9 i,050 .88 10.00 8.3 - - -~ Fine rounded ss. - very little sh. or mica.
57 28.2 706 90 12.50 3.6 - - - Med. to coarse sd. - fri., loosely cem.
58 26.6 35C 84 12.8C 16.3 - - - Dark, fine grained sh. ss. - micaceous,
locsely cem.
i/ Saturated in laboratory under vacuum.
R - Resistivity of core at maximum brine saturation
2/ Formation Factor = Resistivity of prine
3/ By Restored State method, displacement at 5C p.s.i.
Explanation of atkreviations
cal. - calcareous dn. - dense na. - hard mod. - moderate sdy. - sandy shy. - shaly
cem. - cemented fri.- friapbte med.- medium sd. - sand sh. - shale ss. - sandstone
stk. - streaks
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Core 12, taken from the first Healdton sand, shows streaks of carbonaceous mate-
rial in the oil sand that was not removed by toluene extraction of the core. The core
contains a large percentage of limestone, which surrounds the sand grains and appears
in the photograph as dark areas or lines surrounding the individual sand grains.

Most of the interstitial spaces are filled with limestone cementing material. A few
scattered particles of clay are present, but almost no clay cementing material.

Core 7 shows a more porous and permeable sandstone containing comparatively
little limestone, Although the grains vary considerably in size, average grain size
is somewhat less than in the former core. Core 7 contains a large percentage of clay,
which appears brown under the microscope but black in the photograph. Pore spaces
between the sand grains appear as speckled areas.

Core 41 shows large sand grains with considerable limestone cementing material
between the grains. In the photograph the pore spaces appear as dark areas, whereas
the mottled area between the grains is limestone cementing material. The pore spaces
are almost entirely in areas surrounding individual grains. In the lower right corner
is a large pore space that may have been the result of the removal of a sand grain
during grinding.

Little cementing material is present in core 40, and most of the space between
the grains is filled with plastic. One of the dark areas near the center of the
photograph is carbonaceous material; the other is an unidentified dark mineral.

Shale appears as dark spots scattered throughout the photograph. Core 34 is‘a dense,
calcareous sand with a few isolated pore spaces surrounding the sand grains. Some
oolites are present. Core 31 is a fine-grained sand with angular, well-sorted grains
and large, interconnected pore spaces.

These thin sections and the physical measurements shown in table 5 illustrate
the wide range in character of the Healdton sands. Core 40 has large, open pore
spaces, permitting a comparatively low connate-water saturation, whereas, in core
L1, the pore spaces surrounding the individual grains are small and disconnected,
resulting in a much higher connate-water saturation.

Porosity

Cores from 49 wells in several areas of the Healdton oil field have been analyzed.
These core analyses show that the porosity of the oil sand ranges from 12 to 35 per-
cent. Many of the later wells have been electrically logged. For a few wells, core
analyses and electric logs through the same producing sands were available, so that
the electrical properties of the sands could be compared with laboratory measurements
on the cores. Attempts to calculate porosity from log resistivity by Archie's formu-
las {14) proved unsatisfactory. (See Appendix.) However, electric logs did give
some qualitative idea as to the nature of the producing sand and, with certain limi-
tations, were used for porosity estimates,

From many indications the porosity of the fourth sand is more consistent than
that of the upper sands. Core analyses through this sand in three wells show average
porosities between 20.8 and 25.5 percent. Porosities estimated with the aid of elec-
tric logs range from 20 to 24 percent. From these data a weighted average porosity
of 21.3 percent was taken as representative of the oil-productive section of the
fourth sand and was used in reserve calculations for this sand throughout the field.

It is more difficult to estimate the porosity of the upper sands underlying the
leases throughout the field., Cores and electric logs were taken on only 27 leases in

5125 - 17 -



the more prolific parts of the field, and these do not provide enough data to con-
struct a porosity map of the upper sands throughout the field. Likewise a field-
wide average porosity based upon analyzed cores and estimations from electric logs
would give a value too high for much of the field and too low for a few prolific
leases. Drillers' logs and production records indicate that the porosity of the
sands does vary greatly, so that reserve estimates for individual leases based upon
a field-wide average porosity would be inaccurate. To obtain reasonable reserve
estimates, some indirect method was needed for estimating the porosity of the sands
underlying each individual lease.

To some extent, the initial daily oil production per foot of penetrated sand
reflects the character of that sand; and, with certain limitations, the initial
production can be used to estimate the relative porosity of the sand surrounding
that well. In estimating porosity, a method similar to that described by Fox,
Thigpen, Ginter, and Alden (15) was followed. The initial potentials of the first
few wells on each lease were studied, considering drainage area and probable inter-
ference of other wells. An average porosity value was calculated for each of the
27 leases mentioned above on which some reliable porosity data were available.

These average porosities were plotted on semilogrithmic paper agaeinst the square
root of the average initial oil production per foot of penetrated sand (fig. 14).
Although the points are widely scattered because cored wells may not be representa-
tive of the entire lease, a general relationship is apparent. Average initial pro-
duction is higher for those leases with more porous sands. This graph was used with
initial-oil-production data to estimate probable porosity of the upper oil sands on
180 other leases in the field. Based on the study of many upper Healdton-sand cores,
which rarely showed porosity values greater than 32 percent, an estimated porosity of
32 percent was fixed as the highest average value likely to be representative of the
best leases, Estimated lease porosities read from this graph ranged from 31.8 per-
cent for an average initial oil production of 11 barrels per day per foot of open
sand to 12 percent for 1/2 barrel per day per foot of open sand.

No porosity measurements were made on stray sands; and, in the absence of suit-
able core data, the following rough method was used to approximate the average poros-
ity of the stray sands underlying each lease. Drillers' logs describe "good oil sand,"
"0il sand,” "fair oil sand," "oil sand tight," and "poor oil sand" in these stray sand
zones, By comparing drillers' log descriptions of other sands with the core analyses
on the same sand, a quantitative porosity value was assigned to each descriptive term.
Using this comparison as a basis, the porosity of the stray sands in each well was
estimated and averaged for the lease.

Reservoir Fluids

Water

Nearly all sands in structurally low areas along the flanks of the field were
water-saturated originally., In the fourth sand, the oil-water contact has been drawn
from well data and is shown as the limiting line in figure 10. This oil-water contact
in the fourth sand ranges from about 180 feet below sea level in the north end of the
field to 470 feet below sea level along the southwest flank in the southeast extension.
This original oil-water contact in the fourth sand has been fairly well established,
and the advance of water as the oil was produced has been traced and will be discussed
later in the section under Production.

In the main part of the field, no definite oll-water contact has been established
in the upper Healdton sands above the fourth sand. Along the edges of the field, upper
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Healdton sands that were penetrated in early wells were water-saturated at depths
ranging from 110 to 430 feet below sea level. A study of these data shows that the
water level follows in general the structural pattern but exhibits less relief.
However, the water level was not consistent in depth locally, and many wells produced
water-free oil from sands at depths below those of the water-producing sends in adja-
cent wells. After continued production, the water has become depleted. Water pro-
duction from the upper sands will be more fully discussed under Production.

Above the oil-water contact and above a transition zone of indefinite thickness,
‘the water in the sand is connate water as defined on page 12. To estimate the amount
of oil originally in place in the several sands, it was necessary to calculate the
percent of the pore space originally filled with connate water. 1In the Healdton oil
field nine wells were cored with oil-base mud, and the connate-water saturation was
determined by the operators on a total of 502 core samples from the several sands.
The connate-water saturation of 57 core samples was measured in the Bureau of Mines
laboratory by the restored-state method. These data have been used to construct
figure 15, which shows the relationship between permeability and connate-water
saturation.

Of 317 core samples obtained by coring the first Healdton sand, several showed
abnormally high or low water saturation and were eliminated from consideration. In
all, 252 determinations of the ¢onnate-water saturation of first sand cores cut with
oil-base mud have been plotted against the corresponding permeability in the left
section of figure 15, The scattering of points is at once apparent. Two lines, A
and B, have been drawn by two mathematical methods to represent the locus of the
average connate-water saturation of these oil-base mud cores. These lines show
fairly close agreement and indicate the decrease in connate-water content with in-
creasing permeability. Line C represents the locus of average connate-water satura-
tion, as determined on 15 cores by the restored-state method.

Permeability is only one of several factors that control the connate-water satu-
ration in the pendant zone above the oil-water contact. As discussed earlier, the
size, shape, and intercomnection of the individual pore spaces are important factors.
Measurements of grain size and clay and limestone content were compared with the
measured connate-water saturation to determine the possible effect of these variables
upon the connate-water saturation, as determined by the restored-state method, but no
conclusions could be drawn from the available data.

Permeability and connate-water data for the second and third Healdton sands were
assembled and plotted in the center and right section of figure 15. Although fewer
data were available for the second sand, it is apparent from lines A, B, and C that
somewhat less connate-water saturation can be expected in the second than in the first
Healdton sand. The sparse data available for the third Healdton sand indicate a some-
what greater variation in connate-water saturation with different permeability than
for the first or second Healdton sands. No data were available as to the permeability-
connate-water relationships for the fourth sand. Comparison of the three graphs shows
that, with a permeability of 1,000 millidarcys, the first sand would have an average
connate-water saturation of 15 percent, the second sand 11 percent, and the third sand
12 percent.

Cores used to construct figure 15 were obtained from a few wells on several
leases in the western part of the field, but definite data regarding the connate-water
content of the upper sands underlying most of the leases are not available. In the
absence of connate water-saturation values for each lease, data from figure 15 were
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considered applicable to upper sands throughout the field. These data show that con-
nate water is related to permeability and porosity, although it differs slightly for
the several sand zones. Based upon the relative percentages of first, second, and
third sands underlying the several leases and upon an average permeability estimated
from the assigned porosity, a weighted average connate-water saturation was assigned
to each lease and used in calculations of the oil originally in place in the upper
sands for each lease,

No connate-water data were available for the fourth sand, so a round figure of
20 percent of the pore space was assumed for the average connate-water saturation of
that sand.

Apparently the stray sands resemble the first Healdton sand in character; and,
since no data as to connate water in the strays were available, a connate-water con-
tent of 19 percent, corresponding to a permeability of 500 millidarcys, from first-
sand data, was assigned to all oil-productive stray sands in calculating the volume
of o0il originally in place,

Reservoir 0il

Above the oil-water contact in the several sands, that portion of the pore
spaces not filled with connate water is assumed originally to have been saturated
with reservoir oil. As far as can be ascertained, a bottom-hole sample of oil from
the Healdton sands has never been obtained, and definite data are not available as to
the original reservoir pressure and temperature and the quantity of gas dissélved-in
the reservoir oil. Free dry gas originally was present above the oil in gas-cap
areas throughout the field, indicating that probably the reservoir oil originally
was saturated with gas at the initial reservoir pressure and temperature. ZEarly rec-
ords of gasoline plants showed that the gasoline content of the produced wet gas
ranged from 0.28 to 3.3 gallons per thousand cubic feet.

Assuming a pressure gradient of 0.4 p.s.i. per foot of depth, the initial reser-
voir pressures in the Healdton oil field would have ranged from 260 p.s.i. at 650
feet to 480 p.s.i. at 1,200 feet. Reservoir temperatures at these depths, as deter-
mined in several wells, would range from 73° to 85¢ F,.

In October 1950 measurements showed that the specific gravity of gas in relation
to air ranged from 0.83 to 1.3. Katz (16) has shown that, for the average gas gravity
of 0.88 and oil gravity of 31.9° A.P.I., 70 cubic feet of gas per barrel of stock-tank

0il would be dissolved in the reservoir oil. Data published by Standing (17) indicates

that at 260 p.s.i. pressure and at a reservoir temperature of 73° F., reservoir oil
with gravity of 31.9° A.P I. would contain about 70 cubic feet of gas in solution per
barrel of oil, as measured at stock-tank conditions. In the deeper zones of the
Healdton reservoir with olls of higher specific gravity, it is estimated that approxi-
mately 110 cubic feet of gas per barrel of oil was in solution at sbout 480 p.s.i.
pressure and at a temperature of 85° F. Assuming an average for the field of 90 cubic
feet of gas per barrel of oil, it has been calculated that reservoir oil would shrink
approximately 4.2 percent, as measured at stock-tank conditions, indicating a forma-
tion volume factor of 1.0k, This average formation volume factor was used to calcu-
late the volume of oil in place, as measured under stock-tank conditions, in the sands
throughout the field.

After deduction for connate water and shrinkage, the original saturation of the
pores in the upper Healdton sands with stock-tank oil would range from 87.5 percent
of the pore space at 32,0 percent porosity and 3,000 millidarcys permeablllty to 36.8
percent at 12.0 percent porosity and 18 millidarcys permeability.

5125 - 20 -

'
!
i

H



Reservoir Calculations

Nonrecoverable 0il Saturations

Little is known definitely regarding the percent of oil that is left in the pore
spaces and termed nonrecoverable. In general, it is recognized that oil displacement
by water, either in a natural water drive or by artificial water flooding, is more
"efficient in reducing the o0il saturation to a minimum than is solution-gas drive,
gas-cap drive, or gravity drainage. Cores with oil saturations ranging from 28 to
84 percent of the pore space were subjected to flooding tests in the laboratory under
controlled conditions, and the data available on 19 cores so tested showed that the
residual-oil saturation, after continued flooding with several thousand pore volumes
of water, ranged from 9 to 29 percent and averaged 19 percent. No relationship was
apparent between residual-o1l saturation and other measured properties of the core,
In actual practice such high water-oil ratios and complete flooding of the sand would
not be economically feasible. In the Bealdton field most oil wells are abandoned
when oil constitute less than 1 percent of the total produced liquid. Assuming 1 per-
cent as an economlc limit, when the throughput fluid in laboratory tests reached the
ratio of 1 volume of oil to 99 volumes of water, the residusl-oil saturation of cores
ranged from 18 to 45 percent and averaged 29 percent. The mobility ratio of water to
0il increases disproportionately with increased water saturation and decreased oil
saturation, so that at an average oil saturation of 29 percent, the water-oil mobility
ratio and production is about 99:1. At this saturation, the remaining oil may be
considered as economically immobile or fixed, whereas that oll saturation greater
than 29 percent of the pore space can be considered as mobile and recoverable under
the most favorable conditions. Inasmuch as the porosity and permeability of these
19 core samples covered the complete range of values measured on Healdton oil-produc-
ing sands, this figure of 29 percent was adopted as a reasonable average residual-
0il saturation., Original mobile-oil saturation ranged from 58.5 percent of the pore
volume for an average sand of 32,0 percent porosity to 7.8 percent for the average sand
of 12.0 percent porosity cited earlier. :

Original Mobile Qil

The volume of mobile oil originally present in the Healdton reservoirs was cal-
culated for individusl leases by the following formula:

oM.0. = 7,758 xAaxTxP? | (1-G)| _wro. ;
F

" Wwhere:
0.M.0. = original mobile o0il, measured at stock-tank conditions, bbl.;
7,758 = conversion factor, acre-feet to barrels;
A = s8rea of sand, acres;
T = effective thickness of sand, feet;
P = average porosity of sand, decimal fraction of total volume;
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Cy = average connate-water saturation, decimal fraction
of pore space;

F.V.F. = formation-volume factor;

N.R.0O. = nonrecoverable-oll saturation, decimal fraction
of pore space,

Average data for the Healdton reservoirs based upon a summation of lease totals
are listed below:

Upper sands Stray sands
Fourth (first, second, and (above first
Healdton third Healdton) Healdton)
B ittt ettt 1,960 7,016 1,420
e ttetecsacnsosaronnnsnsasassns 23.00 64,71 13.31
P tiiiitiaititsattattestansnanan 0.213 0.216 0.234
Ce tevevnssneenssononastoansanss 0.200 0.190 0.187
FoV . iieenerscotonenanasnsoses 1.044 1.044 1.0k44
0 0.29 0.29 0.29
OM.0. vivvnenernnnnansesaenasss 35,455,000 369,765,000 16,780,000

The original stock-tank o0il for the Healdton reservoir was calculated to be as
follows: '

Bbl.
Fourth Healdton....euvveroessanasaasss 57,026,000
UPPET SABNAS.eavrereenssnnnsaerenennss 590,448,000
SEraY SANAS ceeveereenssresrnannanesas 26,721,000

TOtBlureeeaesseenssennseneennnes 67%,195,000
FRODUCTION

The Healdton oil fileld has been one of the most prolific oil-producing areas in
Oklahoma. Cumulative oil production to January 1, 1951, from 7,142 productive acres
of Healdton sand exceeds 211 million barrels, averaging 29,570 barrels of oil per
acre and 410 barrels per acre-foot. 0il recovery from several leases exceeds 120,000
barrels per acre,.-- With few exceptions, to be discussed later, this oil has been recov-
ered by primary production methods utilizing the natural energy of the reservoir fluids.

Production Mechanism

Although all four natural-energy sources - dissolved gas, water drive, gas-cap
expansion, and gravity drainage - undoubtedly have contributed to the oil production,
dissolved gas primsrily and water drive secondarily have been the principal natural-
energy sources active in the Healdton field.

Expansion of dissolved gas has been most important in producing oil from the
upper Healdton sands, whereas natural water drive has been effective iIn recovering
oil from edge leases producing principally from the fourth Healdton sand. Gravity
drainage has been an important recovery factor in some structurally low areas.
During the life of the field, no particular effort was made to conserve gas energy
or to utilize it most effectively to recover oil, The result was a rapid decline
in pressure and oll production between 1917 and 1925 (see fig. 3). Vacuum, applied
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The percentage-decline curves for 17 leases with long, uninterrupted production
histories were used as typlcal curves to calculate the normal expected decline in
yearly production of other leases in the field. Where it was important to calculate
the increased o0il production resulting from infill drilling or secondary recovery or
where an extrapolation of the rate of future oil production was necessary, the typical
curve that best fitted the available data was used I

Water Production from Upper Healdton Sands

Water production from wells that did not penetrate to the fourth Healdton sand
has been reported by operators since early in the life of the field. Several drillers'
logs recorded water in the upper Healdton sands at the time of drilling, and tests on
some of the wells indicate that water was produced during the early productive life of
the field.

Information from well test records, plug-backs, and abandomnments indicates that
the water is produced primarily from the third sand. However, along the edges of the
field, water is present in all of the upper Healdton sands, including some of the oil-
productive stray sands above the main Healdton sands.

Figure 17 shows areas in which the water produced from the upper Healdton sands
exceeded 50 percent of the total fluid production from these areas in 1950. Areas
where the water production ranges from 2 to 10 barrels daily and other areas where it
exceeds 10 barrels daily are shown by different types of cross hatching. A few indi-
vidual wells with high water-production rates are not shown on the map. Areas in
which the daily water production exceeds 10 barrels per well are not related to struc-
tural position or to any particular location in the field, Areas bounded by the dashed
heavy line include wells from which the water is believed to be produced from the first
sand.

There 1s no evidence of an extensive water drive in any of the upper Healdton
sands, although in a localized area a limited water drive may exist. Figure 18 shows
graphs of the average daily oil and water production per well and the percentage of
water in the total fluild for wells producing from upper Healdton sands for 1920, 1930,
1935, 1940, 1945, and 1950. The number of well tests comsidered in calculating these
average daily volumes is shown along the average daily-oil production curve, The
average daily oil production decreased from 20.5 to 6.1 barrels per well between 1920
and 1930. During this interval, water production decreased from approximately 7.5 to
6.3 barrels per well; but, because of the greater decrease in oil production, the
percentage of water in total fluid produced increased from 27 to 51 percent, In 1935
the average daily oil productlon increased to approximately 7.5 barrels per well,
probably because of infill drilling,whereas the average daily water production remained
approximately the same. Since 1935 the average daily rate of oil and water production
has decreased steadily, and by 1950 it was approximately 3.8 and 4.5 barrels per well,
respectively, Between 1935 and 1945 the percentage of water in total fluid produced
increased from 46 to 54 percenmt, but since 1945 it has remained constant,

From these data and from a study of the oil- and water-production history of 100
other wells, it is concluded that both oil and water in the upper Healdton sands are
being depleted and that in these sands there 1s no appreciable water drive.

Natural Water Drive

Natural water drive has been more important in producing oil from the fourth sand
than from the upper Healdton sands, The fourth sand originally was oil-productive
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intermittently since 1918 and consistently since 1938, reduced the pressure further,
so by 1950 the reservoir pressure was very near atmospheric throughout most of the
field. In the southeast extension, where vacuum has not been as generally applied
and where edge water may be slowly encroaching into some of the upper Healdton sands,
fluid levels in idle wells indicate reservoir pressures in some sands greater than
100 p.s.i.

Representative Decline Curves

To illustrate the effects of natural energy on the rate of oil production, the
percentage decline of several leases with long uninterrupted production histories is
shown in figure 16,

To construct these curves the actusl annual oil production, in barrels, was
plotted against time for each lease. Normal yearly oil production was read from a
smooth curve through the points. The percentage decline then was calculated by
taking the difference in normal yearly oil production between 2 successive years and
dividing this difference by the normal production in the earlier year. Annual percentage
decline was plotted for yearly intervals, beginning with the year of the maximum per-
centage decline. The upper graph shows the yearly average percentage decline of 11
leases tk that have not had infill drilling or other interruption of the normal produc-
tion decline. Declinmes for the Tirst two periods were 29 and 23 percent respectively,
but thereafter the percentage decline decreased slowly until it became more or less
stable at 6 percent per year. Twenty-five years after the maximum percentage decline
a slight increase to 6-1/2 percent per year is noted. This increase in percentage
decline reflects an actual marked decrease in the oil-production rates, probably
attributable to wearing-out of production equipment on the leases.

The graph of The Pure 0il Co. Ardhoma 1 lease shows the highest percentage
decline of the 11 leases considered., During the early life of the lease the decline
in o0il production was 33.5 percent per year, and from this peak the rate of decline
dropped rather sharply until the oil production was decreasing at the rate of about
13 percent per year. From this point, in the sixth year after the maximum percent-
age decline, the rate of decline decreases slowly and appears to become more or less
constant at about 10 percent per year.

On this lease in the NWL/4 sec. 9, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., where the fourth Healdton
sand is thin or entirely absent, oil is produced from upper Heeldton sands, and water
encroachment has little, if any, effect on oil production.

The graph for the Kewanee 0il Co. I. B. Woodruff lease illustrates the oil-pro-
duction history of a lease, which after the tenth year showed the lowest percentage
decline of any of the 11 leases considered. After the peak decline of 43.5 percent,
the rate of decline dropped sharply to about 27 percent and then dropped less sharply
for about 4 years. Ten years after the year of highest percentage decline the yearly
percentage decline continued more or less constant for 17 years at 2 to 2-1/2 percent
per year, This extremely low percentage decline reflects & nearly constant production
rate.

Wells on this lease, in sec. 31, T. 3 8., R. 3 W. at the northwestern edge of the
field, have been produ01ng increasingly larger volumes of water since 1920, Several
down-structure wells in this areéa already have bB&én abandoned or plugged back because
of high water production. Apparently, advancing edgewater has sustained the oil pro-

duction at & nearly constant rate.
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under & comparatively limited area in the field. As discussed earlier, the fourth
sand was not deposited over the topographically high areas in the north-central part
of the field, and much of the structurally lower areas were water-saturated when the
field was developed., Figure 19 shows the progressive advance of edgewater in this
sand. It shows that between 1913 and 1930, wells in an area of k70 acres, principelly
along the southwestern edge of the field, were abandoned because of excessive water
production. Between 1930 and 1950, inclusive, an additional area of 420 acres of the
fourth sand was similarly flooded.

Production History of Three Leases with Natural Water Drive

To show in more detail the progress of advancing water, three leases, The Pure
0il Co. Vernon Collins 80-acre, The Pure 0il Co. Jerry McCoy, and the Shell 0il Co.,
Inc., C. L, McClure, where the water advance in the fourth sand is quite apparent
and a long oil- and water-production history is available, were selected for study.

The Pure 0il Co. Vernon Collins80 Acre.- The production data on this lease, in
sec, ié} T, 4 8., R. 3 W,, along the southwest flank of the structure near the south
edge of the main part of the field, indicate that the fourth sand alone has an effec-
tive water drive. The strata in this area dip to the southwest about 800 feet per
mile, the northeast corner of the lease being near the crest of the field structure,
whereas the southwest corner is at the productive limit of the field. West-east
cross section A-A' (fig. 20) from well 20 to well 10 shows the thickness and attitude
of the fourth sand zone. Wells on this lease were not cored or electrically logged,
and the cross section was made from the interpretation of drillers' logs. The cross
section shows the top of the fourth sand at 34l feet below sea level in well 20 near
the west edge of the lease and at 197 feet below sea level in well 10 near the east
edge of the lease, The thickness of the fourth sand varies according to locations,
113 feet being penetrated in well 8 along the north edge of the lease, as compared
to an estimated thickness of 70 feet along the south edge of the lease.

The initisl production of the wells ranged from 2 to 850 barrels of oil per
day with an average of about 165 barrels per day. Generally the wells along the
north and east edges of the lease where the sand is thicker had higher initial oil-
production rates, although the highest initial production of 850 barrels per day was
recorded from a well along the south edge of the lease.

Well 1 near the southeast corner of the lease was completed in the upper Healdton
sands in November 1915, and the initisl production was only 5 barrels of oil per day.
The lease was developed slowly, and by December 1917, 27 wells had been drilled.
During this interval of development six of the wells were sbandoned, presumsbly be-
cause of low oil production or because of encroaching water. By January 1921, 7
additional wells had been abandoned making a tgzglfggwljﬂgpggggpmggts during the
first 5 years of operation of the lease. Since then 1 well has been abandoned, and
in 1950 only 13 wells were producing 6i1l; 9 of these were producing from the fourth
sand. There has been no secondary development or drilling of new wells on this
lease, although there have been several deepenings and plug-backs since the primary
development.

When wells 22 and 24, in the southwest corner of the Vernon Collins 80-acre
lease, were completed in 1917, water, but no oil, was reported in the fourth sand.
Operation of wells 1k and 15 along the south edge of the lease was discontinued by
1919 because of high water production. Twenty barrels of salt water and no oll were
pumped from well 14 soon after completion in 1917. The depths of these wells indi-
cate that the original oil-water contact was approximately 380 feet below sea level
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in the extreme southwestern corner of the lease., Figure 21 shows water-advance maps
of the three leases, with the estimated water-saturated areas as of 1913, 1920, 1930,
and 1950. The water-advance map of The Pure 0il Co. Vernon Collins 80-acre lease
shows that sbout 8 acres of the fourth sand in the extreme southwestern corner of the
lease originally was water-saturated.

Between 1917 and 1920, inclusive, wells 5, 9, 13, 14, 15, 19, 20, 23, and 27,
all along the south and west edges of the lease {see fig. 21), were abandoned in the
fourth sand. By 1920 the water had advanced up-structure to include one third of the
southwestern portion of the lease. During this period approximately 767,000 barrels
of oil was produced from the fourth sand., From all data available, it appears that
edgewater had advanced by 1930 in the central portion and at the eastern end of the
lease., Well tests show that well 18, in the center of the lease was producing essen-
tially 100 percent water before it was abandoned in the fourth sand in May 1930. By
1950 approximately 60 percent of the original productive area of the fourth sand had
been flooded, and all the wells were producing high percentages of water, At no time
during the advance of the water from its original position to its position in 1950
was the oil-water contact horizontal, and its advance was not controlled entirely by
structure. This irregular advance may have been due to differences in permeability
or to different methods of operation of the individual wells. At the current rate
of water advance, it is estimsted that within 10 or 12 years the fourth sand under-
lying this lease will be completely flooded.

Figure 22 is the yearly oil- and water-production history of the three leases.
The graph of the fourth-sand oil production from The Pure 0il Co. Vernon Collins 80-
acre lease shows that the maximum yearly oil production occurred in 1917 and that
after this peak the rate declined rapidly in a manner similar to the decline rate of
0il production from a solution-gas drive reservoir. In 1917, during the year of
maximum oil production, two wells were abandoned becsuse of high water production.
Also two wells were abandoned in 1918 and three in 1919 for the same reason. In
1920 and 1921 the rate of oil production decreased, but the rate of total fluid
production increased. In 1922 wells 6 and 18 were plugged back, causing a sharp
decrease in total fluid-production rates., From 1922 through 1928 yearly oil pro-
duction decreased steadily, whereas yearly water production increased sharply. Fram
1928 through 1935 the rate of oil production was essentially constant, but the volume
of produced water dropped sharply because one well was abandoned and three others
were plugged back. From 1936 through 1950 oil production remasined nearly constant.
During this period yearly water production increased steadily, until in 1950 approxi-
mately 307,000 barrels of water was produced from the fourth sand. The graph of the
percentage of water in total fluid illustrates more convincingly the advance of water
in the fourth sand. In 1950 water production was approximately §7 percent of the
total fluid produced. (See Brine Disposal, p. 59.)

Lifting costs on the Vernon Collins lease increased from 17 percent of the value
of the produced oil in 1930 to approximately 41 percent in 1950. Heavier pumping
equipment and a water-disposal system will have to be installed to 1ift and dispose
of the increasing quantities of water produced with the oil. It may be assumed that
within the next 10 to 12 years the increasing water production {see figs. 21 and 22)
and lifting costs will require that the remaining wells be abandoned in the fourth
sand and plugged back to upper Healdton sands.

On The Pure 0il Co. Vernon Collins lease, the cumulative oil production from the
fourth sand through 1950 was approximately 1,152,000 barrels. It is estimated that,
by the time the fourth sand is abandoned, the total oil recovery will be about 1,227,000

barrels, or approximately 467 barrels per acre-foot from T4 productive acres,
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production. Drilling of well 40 in February 1936 initlated the second infill-drill-
ing campaign, during which 16 producing wells were drilled and several of the older
wells were deepened to lower sands. The last productive infill well was completed in
December 1938, but since then, some wells have been either deepened to lower sands

or plugged back to upper sands.

Although water was not reported in any early wells that penetrated the fourth
sand, the probable oil-water contact in the fourth sand was established by inter-
preting drillers' logs on adjacent leases. From all the data available, it appears
that, had wells been drilled deep enough during primary development, water would have
been encountered in the fourth sand in the southwest corner of the C, L. McClure
lease between 50 and 60 feet below sea level and in the northeast corner of the lease
between 180 and 200 feet below sea level. Figure 21 shows a map of the Shell 0il Co.,
Inc., C. L. McClure lease, with the original water-saturated area in the fourth sand
in the southwest corner of the lease., It is estimated that approximately 9 acres of
the fourth sand originally was water-saturated.

By 1920 the water had advanced up-structure to the position shown on the map
(fig. 21), and some water was being produced from four fourth-sand wells, During
this period of primary development and flush production, 2,457,000 barrels of oil
was produced from all sands on the lease. From the data available, it appears that
the water advanced up-structure from the southwest and northwest corners and along
the west edge of the lease. Individual monthly oil- and water-production records
were available for all producing wells, and the advance of edgewater during a period
of time could be discerned readily. By 1930 varying amounts of water was beilng pro-
duced with the oil in all wells included within the contour line for that year. By
1950 water was being produced from 15 wells in the fourth sand in the western part
of the lease, and that sand underlying an area represented by the cross-hatching
was estimated to be entirely water-saturated.

Figure 22 shows the production history for all sands on the Shell Qil Co.,
Inc., C. L., McClure lesse. Because many early wells were open to all sands, it
was impossible to separate the fourth-sand production from that produced from the
other sands. Most of the water produced on the lease was definitely from the
fourth sand, and, if availeble, a graph of the fourth-sand oil and water production
alone would show the natural water drive more clearly. The graph shows that the
maximum yearly oil production from all sarnds was not reached until 1919, almost 6
years after primary development was begun. One year before this peak oil produc-
tion, & small amount of water was produced and this volume is shown on the graph
as the difference between the oil and the total fluid production. The two peaks
in 1927 and 1937 on the oil-production and the total-fluid curves are primarily
the results of infill drilling. Except for these two peaks the oil and water pro-
duction has declined steadily since 1919, 1In 1950 the oil production was 65,000
barrels and the water production was 328,000 barrels. The curve showing the per-
centage of water in total produced fluid illustrates the natural water drive on
this lease more decisively. Since 1917 the percentage of water in the total pro-
duced fluid has increased almost steadily, being about 80 percent by 1950.

The Pure Q0il Co. Jerry McCoy. - The third lease considered is in secs. 14, 22,
23, T. & S., R. 3 W., near the west edge of the southeast extension. The axis of
the main anticlinal structure passes northwest to southeast across this lease, and
there is a small dome near the cast edge of the lease. The rock strata dip north,
west, and south from this dome.
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As computed from drillers' logs, 2,629 acre-feet of the fourth sand on the Vernon
Collins 80-acre lease originally contained mobile oill. The comparative wealth of
fourth-sand data available permitted calculations of porosity and connate water for
this lease that differed from the average porosity and connate water values' used for
the fourth sand throughout the rest of the field. Porosity ranges from 12 percent to
27.5, according to location and sand conditions, and the weighted average porosity of
the sand is 17.8 percent, Using the formation volume factor of 1.044 and estimating
the connate water at 27.5 percent, the oil originally in place was calculated to be
approximately 2,519,500 barrels, As discussed earlier the residual-oil saturation
could be reduced to an average of about 29 percent by efficient flooding. After de-
ducting this 29 percent residual-oil saturation, the volume of mobile oil would be
approximately 1,466,700 barrels. The efficiency of the water drive would be the
total oil recovered at abandonment date (1,227,000 barrels) divided by the total
mobile oil (1,466,700 barrels), an efficiency of 83.7 percent.

Shell 0il Co., Inc., C. L, McClure. - The second lease studied is a 1ll0-acre
lease, located in sec. 5, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. near the crest of the field structure,
but the southwest corner is near the outer productive limit of the field. Drillers'
logs of wells near the center of the lease record the first Healdton sand at approxi-
mately 300 feet above sea level (fig. 11). From this high the strata dip southwest
at about 44O feet per mile and northwest at approximately 480 feet per mile.

South to north cross section B-B' (fig. 20) from well 9, completed in the upper
Healdton sands, to well 17, completed in the fourth sand, shows the thickness and
attitude of the several sand zones. Production data indicate that the fourth sand
zone had an effective water drive and that on the southern edge of the lease the
third sand zone may have had a limited water drive. Wells on this lease were neither
cored nor electrically logged, although radioactivity well logs were available for
five wells to help correlate the sands. Within the last 15 years, 19 new wells have
been drilled and several old wells have been deepened, so that more reliable and com-
plete data as to sand conditions are available for this lease than for The Pure 0il
Co. Vernon Collins 80-acre lease described above. Cross section B-B' shows the top
of the first sand to be at 14k feet above sea level in well 9, and the top of the
Ordovician strata is estimated to be 240 feet below sea level, giving a thickness of
384 feet for the total Healdton-sand section. In well 56 the top of the first sand
is 299 feet above sea level and the top of the Ordovician strata 89 feet below sea
level, indicating a thickness of the total Healdton-sand section of 388 feet. In
well 17 at the north end of the cross section, the top of the first sand is 158 feet
above sea level and the estimated top of the Ordovician strata is 220 feet below sea
level, showing a thickness of 378 feet. The total Healdton-sand section does not
vary much with structure, but the individual sands are not consistent in thicknmess,

The initial oil production of the original wells ranged from 25 barrels per day
to a high of 436 barrels per day and averaged about 140 barrels dally. Infill wells
drilled later in the life of the lease had lower initial production rates.

Well 1 in the southeast corner of the lease was completed in the fourth sand in
September 1913, and all producing sands above were open for production. The lease
was developed slowly, amd it was not until February 1921 that the last well in the
original drilling campaign was completed. During this development period two dry
holes were drilled, and wells 27 and 28 were abandoned soon after completion because
of high water production. Wat€r was produced from other wells on the lease as early
as 1917. From 1921 to 1926 one well was abandoned, presumably because of low oil
production. In July 1926 an infill-drilling campaign was begun, and by August 1927
six additional wells were completed as oil producers. In 1932 structurally low wells
7 and 9 along the south line of the lease were abandoned because of high water
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West to east cross section C-C' (fig. 20) from well 28 to well 17 shows the thick-
ness and attitude of all the sands. Only one core analysis of the fourth sand was
available on this lease. Electric logs were not made in any of the wells, and sub-
surface structure was interpreted almost entirely from drillers' logs. In this area
the first sand is discontinuous, and most of the wells are completed in lower sands,
The tops of the sands are higher structurally in wells 29 and 32 than in well 28 on
the west edge or in well 17 on the east edge of the cross section. The sands vary in
thickness according to location and are thicker near the center or structurally high
part of the lease.

The initial oil production from the individual wells ranged from 5 to 400 barrels
per day, with an average of about 130 barrels per day. Logs of wells drilled nearer
the crest of the structure recorded higher initial-production rates than did logs of
wells drilled near the productive limits of the reservoir.

Well 1, drilled in July 1914, near the center line along the west edge of sec.
14, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., was a dry hole. Well 2, completed in April 1916, in the north-
east corner of sec. 22, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., initially produced 100 barrels of oil per
day. By October 1918,'37 additional wells had been completed. 1In May 1922 well 27
was abandoned, presumably because of low oil production. Since 1922 two additional
wells have been drilled - well 41 in October 1937 and well 42 in September 1948,
Several wells were abandoned because of high water production, and scme of the earlier
wells were deepened to lower sands.

The logs of some wells, drilled on the south side of the anticlinal structurc,
recorded water in the fourth sand. Using these logs and those of wells on adjacent
leases, the original oil-water contact in the fourth sand zone was established at
approximately 400 to 430 feet below sea level. On the north side of the anticlinal
structure, the original oil-water contact was established at approximately 350 feet
below sea level, Figure 21 shows that approximately 12 acres of the fourth sand zone
in the southwest part of the lease and 20 acres in the north part of the lease were
water-saturated originally.

From all data available it appears that the water drive was confined to the
fourth sand. Between 1913 and 1920 the water had advanced in the fourth sand, under-
lying an area shown in figure 20. By 1930 the water had advanced up-structure, four
wells had been abandoned, and considerable amounts of water were being produced from
all wells in the fourth sand. By 1950 three more wells had been abandoned, and the
fourth sand underlying approximately 40 percent of the lease had been flooded.
Although the advance of water was influenced by structure, it appears that "coning
and fingering" occurred in the southern and western parts of the lease where the
water advance was more rapid. This irregular advance could have been caused by
variance in permeability or by different methods of operation of the individual wells.

Figure 22 shows the oil- and water-production history of The Pure 0il Co. Jerry
McCoy lease and the percentage of water in the total produced fluid. As it was impos-
sible to separate the fourth-sand production from the total, the indicated o0il produc-
tion is from all the sands, whereas the major portion of the produced water is from
the fourth sand. Yearly oil production was at & maximum in 1917 and from this peak of
367,750 barrels per year declined sharply, with the result than by 1925 yearly oil
production was 65,550 barrels. Small quantities of water were produced from the wells
in 1919, but the total fluid production decreased until 1924, when well 32 began to
yield large volumes of water. This well was plugged back in 1927, and the volume of
total produced fluid decreased sharply at this time, but the proportion of water to
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total produced fluid remained approximately 68 percent. In 1929 well 18 was abandoned,
resulting in a sharp drop in total produced fluids, as shown by the curve., From 1330
to 1940 the rate of oil production decreased steadily, whereas water production in-
creased, The abandonment of well 28 in 1941 and wells 8, 14, and 26 in 1943 caused
yearly water production to decrease. Deepening of several wells and the drilling of
well 42 in 1948 caused a slight increase in both oil and water production.

Between 1929 (when well 18 was abandoned) and 1948 the percentage of water in the
total produced fluid increased from 64 to 85 percent. TFollowing the deepening and
drilling in 1948 the water percentage dropped sharply to 79 percent, but by 1950 pro-
duced water constituted about 86 percent of the total fluid production.

On the three leases studied, a natural water drive in the fourth sand is apparent
in that increasingly larger areas are being flooded, the oil-production rates are
being sustained, and the percentage of water in total produced fluid has steadIly in-
creased. Other areas where natural water drive may be active should be carefully
studied before secondary-recovery methods are applied.

Gas Production

In addition to a large production of oil, substantial guantities of gas also
have been produced from the Healdton field.

The first big gas well, with an estimated initial production of 33 million cubic
feet daily, was completed in December 1913 by the Crystal 0il Co. on what is now the
Sinclair 0il & Gas Co. Million and Thomas lease in sec. 5, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. As many
as three gas sands, including stray sands and the first Healdton sand, were penetrated
at depths of 500 to 900 feet in wells on this lease. Pressures up to 600 p.s.i. were
reported. A few wells completed in 1915 and 1916 in sec. 4, T. 4 S., R 3 W., pro-
duced gas from Healdton sands ranging in depth from 800 to 1,100 feet. The initial
daily volumes from these wells were not recorded. Several gas wells with capacities
of 20 to 40 million cubic feet daily were completed in sec., 15, T. % S., R. 3 W.
during the same years. These wells penetrated dry-gas sands in the Healdton sand
section at depths ranging from 900 to 1,200 feet.

During these early years dry gas was piped to Ardmore, Ringling, and Wilson by
local gas companies (10).

Table 2, page 6, shows that only 26 gas wells were completed in the Healdton
field during the first 3 years of development; many oil wells penetrated gas-produc-
ing zones in the first sand or in the stray sands above the Healdton series.

Approximately 50 wells originally were completed as dry-gas producers, but none
of these were producing gas by 1950. Some were abandoned as early as 1919, and most
of the remaining ones were shut in during the 1930's., These wells produced dry gas
in the beginning, but many "went to oil" and were "put on the pump" a few years after
completion. OSome wells, however, remained dry after the gas was exhausted and were
abandoned, ' o - T

Figure 23 shows the approximate extent and thickness of the original gas-produc-
tive sands in the first sand and the stray sands above.

Gas was produced from the first sand in several scattered, structurally high
areas throughout the field; the largest area, in secs. 4, 5, 8, and 9, T. 4 S.,
R. 3 W., along the crest of the anticline includes 335 acres. Smaller areas are
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TABLE 6r-Gas compressor plants, Healdton

field, Carter County, Okla.

Date Date Capacity,
Name Location Leases Type oper ation operation Units Type M. f. Pressure
Lease J T.] R. connected operati begun discontinued prime mover daily Intake Exhaust, p.s.i.
Shell 0il Co. Wirt Franklin NE| B8 45| 3w 51 Gasoline comp. 1916 1940 I-Aux. Miller 3-110 hp. Mitlers
Barco plant do. NEl B 45 | 3w €3 Gasoline absorp. 1940 1946 3-Laidlaw compressors do
|-Cooper-Bessemer i70 hp. combina- 2,000 t3* vac 48
18x24* Compressor ation
Shell Qil Co.
(Harry Ells, Inc., Lessee) do. NE| B| 45 | 3w 67 leases do. 1946 Operating (Same as above) (Same as above) 2,000 t3* vac 48
The Pure Oil Co. westheimer 3 NE| 9] 4s | 38 Il Pure leases- Vacuum and com- Gaso. plant- Discontinued 212 10* va 3-7
Daube €C acre g others pression 1916 1935
Vacuum- 1935 Operating 3- 14x20* Ingersol |- 3-80 hp. Cooper - - -
Rand 18C r.p.m.
Sinclair Qil & Gas Co. J.S.Mullen NE{ 41 4S5 | 3w J.S.Mullen and Ard- Vacuum and re- October 1943 do. - - - IC* vac 250
worth (after 1945) pressuring
Shell Qi) Co. L.Tubbee NW|24 | 45 | 3w L.Tubbee, W.Tubbee, do. 1928 do. 2-17x12" single stage Superior 35 hp. - - -
and Rhodes 2 stage 4x(0", Six10"
Ingersol |-Rand
Gates Oil Co. Jackson SENIS | 45 | 3w Cox & Hamon-L.Watkins, Gasol ine com- 1916 1932 3-vacuum pumps 4-110 hp. Millers 2,000 - 75 low
(now Cox & Hamon) Carnes, Ward, tngram,E. | pression 3- 70 hp. Millers 250 high
Watkins,Wesley,Simpson
Do. %esley SW|3| 45 | 3w Wesley Vacuum and com- 1916 1340( 7} I-Blaisdel | combination 180 hp. Blaisdel! - - -
pression 16x20° (180 r.p.m.)
Magnolia Petroleum Co. Hamon Nwi{I5 | 45 | 3w J.L.Hamon,R.Johnson, Gasoline com- 1916-17 1935 3-Cooper-Bessemer 3-90 hp. Coaper- - - -
pression CcOoMpressors Bessemer
Do. C.Richards NERB) | 35 | Iw C. Richards, E. T. Gassol ine compres- 1916 1924-25 9-Cooper-Bessemer 90 hp. Cooper- - 6" vac.| Atmos.
Richards, Woodruff sion and vacuum compressors Bessemer
Do. J.B.Rose NW 3 | 45 | 3w Rose, Daniels, Gasoline com- 1916~17 1926-27 5-Cooper-Bessemer 5-90 hp. Cooper- - - -
watkins, Tubbee pression cOompressors Bessemer
Co. Stewart & Hawk SW Fm 35 | 3w Stewart gHawk Vacuum repres- 1939 1941 1-Twin 20x12° - - - -
suring Ingersol i-Rand
Do. do. SW3 | 35 | 3w do. do. 1946 Qct. 1948 {-9x8* |ngersol I-Rand 25 hp. Superior - - -
130 r.p.m.
Humble Qil Co.{now She L.Tubbee Nw 24 | 45 | 3w L. Tubbee Gasoline refrig- 1918 1822 5-14x2G* Gaso, Bruce McBeth - 2* vac, -
eration (belted to engine)
Carter 0il Co.{now She C.R.Smith NW (|5 | 45 | 35 Schermerhorn-Smith, Vacuum and gaso- 1918 1926 ingersoli-Rand 6-units- - 3.0C0 20 vac. 350
Shell-Willis line compression V-type-2-stages
Shell Qi) Co. H.1.warg NW16 | 4S | 3w Ward Vacuum and com- - 1942 Ingersoll-Rand Twin-cy!. 35-hp.Superior- 200 6° vac.| Atmos.
pression 160 r.p.m. 2x10* 4 o«w_n Qas
Do. C.R.Smith Nwi5 | 45 | 3w Smith, Johnson ‘B, Vacuum Before 1939 1942 18x10* Twin cyl.-160 r.p.m.| Superior 35 hp. 206 - -
Koskie Ingersol I-Rand 2-stages
Merrick Gasoline Co. (now Fee 40 acre CWi| 5 | 45 | 3w Fee 20 and 40, Gasoline com- July 1918 May 1922 2x10" 2 stage Ingersoli- 2-200 hp. engines 1,000 Atmos. 350
Schermerhorn 0il Co.) Merrick pression Rand, High-350 p.s.
Low-70 p.s.i.
Schermerhorn 0il Co. do. CWi{ 5 | 4S5 | 3w Fee 40 Vacuum repres- Mar, 1535 Nov. 1935 2-National compressors 100 hp. combination 450 Atmos .
suring
Kewanee Oil Co. Jones CWil 4 | 45 | 3w Jones da. Nov. 1937 1940 918" Ingersol (-Rand 4 cyl. Waukesha 250 - -
160 r.p
5125 - 32 -



- T¢ - G2Ts

‘unouy qou st squrTd LTase

3s59y3 £q poIsA0OaX SUTTOSBI JO juUnomR SYL ‘M £ "M ‘'S ff L ‘#2 °09S UL 2seST I2qqu]

£Long ayg uo qusTd UOTRBISFTIFSI SUTTOSBI-TBANGEBU B Julgblsdo usfaq *0) ITO ST Oyl

QT6T UT Pus ‘)TET pus 9TAT UT ucrasisdo usdsq squeTd uotsssxdwoo sUTTOSE3-TRIMGBU JO
Isqunu Y *PpTeTJ uoqdpTBSH oYz UT squsTd I0sssa1dwoo-sBF UnoUy Y3 SISTT 9 STABL

*3TQBTIBAB 318 UOT3ONP
-01d s83 Jo spIooax JUTIBTIURISANS OU QZAT 9I0F5q ydnoyjzte ‘8181 93Inb LTpsjqnopun
SBM DTOTJ 8Y3 JO 9JIT ATaess ayj Jutanp psonpotd seld pesySursed JO SuwmTOA Y]

*ATTep 9937 °Tqno 0069 LTuo sem £31oBdBO MOTF-usdo

g ‘*1cs°d 0061 peanseow samssaxd UT-qNUS ‘40Us TTEWS B J94JB ‘pPuB {4no paTIBqg

sesn od1d TTTIP 9y3 UT pnm TCAT Ul *ATTep s83 JO 393F OTQnO 000‘00G 29 O3 PI3EW[38d

sem £971oedeo oy3 qnq ‘epem sBM 1599 uorjonpoad TBIZTUT ON *SITJ 3U3ned pus ,4no

M9TQ, YOTYm ‘583 ayj TOIJUOD 07 T[aa STY] UT pajusmed slsm 3Tq pue od1d TTTIp oyr

‘1997 gGzfe Jo yadsp B 38 ‘*M L 9 ‘°g f{ "L ‘€ 098 UT @HAT UT pa3oTdmOO sBM TTaM

puooss YL ‘*ATTep SBS JO 393F oTqNO 000‘0G JO 238X TBISTUT UB U3TA ‘26T UT pogald

-mwoo sem ‘ M ¢ Y ‘*g % I ‘4 *09s UT ‘os8yl JO 3sITT dYL 3987 000°¢z uByg 1938313

syjdap 38 spuss s8F pajeijousad sSTTSM OM] *spues aodosp WOIJ SWOS PUB SPUBS MOTTBUS
mWOIJ awos ‘seF JO sa1qTausnb 23I8T pPapPISTL 24BY PISTJ SYg Ul STTSM UORPTBSH-UON

*ToAST BIS 2A0Qe 31998J 6t UBUL
998918 SUOT]BASTS 3B PUNOJ 10U SBM TTO PUB ‘TSAST BAS 3A0QE 389 (2T UBUS SS8T SUOTL
-BASTS 3B SpuBs UT PUNOJ 30U seM 58T AIp ‘SUOT4Tpuco TBo0T uo Furipuadsp ‘LTQBISPISUOD
S3TJIBA 10BJUOD TIO-sBS STY] JO UOTEBASTS Y3 UYBNOUATY *SI08 TgT‘g JO BSIB B0}

B I9A0 193] KT S938BI9AR SBF JUTUIRIUOD SPUBS ABIZS JO SSSUYOTUZ 9U3 ‘TeIsusld ul

*$3108 £0G JUTTRIO} PUBR S8I0B ghT 03 § WOIJF 9zFs Ul Jurdusd
‘PTSTI oY} qnoylnodyl paldoqqsos swaae sed Levaqs TTews Lusm sMmOUs OSTR gg 2MITJd

*ToAST BSS 2A0QE 933J Q02 ©%
0t T WoxJ safued 1083U00 TTO-sefd TBUTIITIO SYL *SSSUNOTY]Z UT 9293 (OZ So9B8IaAB pUB
$2108 Qg s9pnTOUTl DPTa}J 9y3 JO 3xed ursysedayjnos ayj3 ur ) vags deo-seld LsI3g

*12A3T BSS 840QB

199J 202 pue £2T USIMR3Q SUOTRBADTS 38 TJO 9U3 SA0QB pPuUnoJ seBm SBH *433J g2 4noqe

ST SSSUNOTY3 S8BJISAY * 193] 0§ JO unwixXew B 07 Sufiasd aIsm B WOIXJ SSOUNOTYY UL afusd
spues €83 agayM PISTJ 9yl JO 3aed TBIJUSO-YIIOU SYG UT SoOIOR Z2hl sepnToul g BaIy

*T2A3T BIS SAOQR 4939J £z 0% 20c WOXJ so8UBI 30BIUOD TIO-SBZ 3Ul
JO TUOT1BAST® 93 BaIB SIYY Ul *4987 QG O3 100F T UBYL SSST WOIJ SSSUYOTY3Z UT sFusd
Spues Se8 YOTUM UT ‘saaoe 9gQ SI9400 DPISTI aU3 JO 3aed WIsqsamMylIoOU sUy3 UT Y BaIY

*sed poonpoad spues £BIYS SUYl 2I3ym ‘) pue ‘g ‘y ssaIe 9w pajpudrsep ‘seagr Tedrourad
3213 SMOUS 22 oInFTJ ‘SNOnNuUT4{UOOSTIP PuUB IBINOTAUaT ATUSTY aae spuss £BIls ySnoysTy

*YUBTJ 9YJ UO £8aIRB PaJISGIBOS UT TIADT BSS MOTaq 13398J QG SB MOT SB O TSAST BOS aA0(QEB
199J 0¢ WOIJ puE aInqonIds sy3 Jo aed 385y3TY oUgG UO TOAST BOS 24A0QB 393F 0GE 043
0GT WOIJ UOT}BAST® UT DPOTJIBA NQ T[BIUOZTIOY 40U SBM 308BRUCD TI0-sB ayz A1jusaxeddy
°199F (g JO oFeJoA® UBR UITM *1389F (QgT O3 T UBYY} SSST WOIJ SofuBI puUBS ASITJ SATONP
-oxd-sed Syq JO SSOUWOTYI *SUSIY TBINJONIZS TROOT UO DPISTJ 845 JnoysSnoIys paloajyeos



Figure 24. - Shell Oil Co. Barco gasoline plant (Harry Ells operator),
Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.



2100
2000
1900
1800
1700

1600

@
o
)

1400

1300

THOUSANDS OF BARRELS
n
(=3
o

1100
1000
900

800

YEARLY OIL PRODUCTION
[ ~
o ©
o ©

w»
(=]
(o]

»
(=
(o]

300
200

100

MILLIONS OF CuBIC FEET

YEARLY GAS PRODUCTION,

840
soo |-
760

996
WELLS

|

I

I

I

11

OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION
GAS-OIL RATIO CURVES

1940 - 1950
64 LEASES

3,216 ACRES

|

720

680 |-

640
19 LEA

1928 - 1950

SES 1139 ACRES

OIL. AND GAS PRODUCTION
GAS-0IL RATIO CURVES

1006 WELLS

OIL PRODUCGTION-"]

e

1016
WELLS

i

1009
WELLS

600

560

1

—
308 WELLS

520

o o =4

/

-
bo =

GAS-0IL RATIO

/Tl TI‘

- —

~

f”/V\T’u

-

480

T

440 |

400 -

303 WELLS

31 WELLS

335 WELLS

370 WELLS

\

//A\Q,m PRODUCTION

-

360

¥

320
200 f

/.
)\
/

369 WELLS

OIL

PRODUCTION

\
L

1

1

240

GAS |PR(
200

160 -

/T~

/
7

367 WELLS

i

365 WELLS

1

120 po
‘\lvlf

1

80

sl

-

10

A S

b

1928 1930

1932

1934

1936

1938

1940

1942

1944

1946

1948

1950

2100

2000

1900

1800

1700

1600

1500

1400

1300

1200

1100

1000

900

800

700

N
(=
[«]

(44
o
o

400

300

200

100

THOUSANDS OF BARRELS

OIL PRODUCTION,

Y

YEARL

840

800

760

720

o
[~ 4
o
T

640

600

560

8520

480

440

400

360

320

280

240

200

YEARLY GAS PRODUCTION, MILLIONS OF CUBIC FEE

160

120

80

40

Figure 25. - Oil- end gas-production history of representative leases, Healdton field, Carter County, Okla.
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Vacuum, which has been applied intermittently since 1917, has aided production
of casinghead gas (g). In 1917 the Oklahoma Corporation Commission ruled against
the use of vacuum in any field in oklahoma unless permission was obtained from the
Commission, However, a limited use of vacuum at the casinghead for gathering gas
to be used for lease operations and delivery to gasoline plants was condoned, A
few plants, which were operating at a vacuum of almost 20 inches of mercury, were
shut down by the Commission. St

Some operators continued to apply vacuum in varying amounts until 1935, when a
controversy arose over its use in the field., The Oklahoma Corporation Commission
issued another order prohibiting the application of vacuum in the Healdton field.
After an appeal to the State Supreme Court by the Gilmer 0il Co., a temporary order
was issued by the Court on October 8, 1937, limiting the use of vacuum to 6 inches
of mercury. Consequently, a final Order by the Commission (No., 12429) was issued
on July 22, 1938, permitting tke use of vacuum up to 6 inches of mercury at the
casinghead in producing oil in the Healdton oil field. Also, each lease was required
to be equipped with a back-pressure vacuum regulator and chart-recording meter of an
adequate type to control and record the amount of vacuum applied.

During recent years the Shell Barco plant at Wirt, Okla., in sec. 8, T. 4 S,,
R. 3 W., operated by Harry Ells, Inc. (fig. 24), has been the only gasoline plant in
operation in the field. This plant, built by Jake Hamon early in the life of the
field, was operated as the Shell 0il Co., Inc., Barco gasoline plant between 1916 and
19&7, when Harry Ells, Inc., took over the operation on a farm out. First built and
operated as a compression plant, it was converted to an absorption plant in l9hO, when
gathering lines were extended to include several additional leases. During 1950 the
plant processed an average of 1.7 million cubic feet of gas daily, gathered at 6
inches of mercury vacuum from €7 leases in the Healdton field and from 9 leases in
the nearby Hewitt field.

Three other plants are operated to apply vacuum to the casingheads of the wells,
Largest of these is The Pure 0il Co. booster plant on the Westheimer and Daube 60-acre
lease in sec., 9, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. Operated as a compression gasoline plant between
1916 and 1935, the plant now gathers gas from 11 leases of The Pure 0il Co., and 9
other leases, at vacuum equivalent to 6 inches of mercury, and delivers it to the
Harry Ells, Inc., ‘gasoline plant at a pressure of 3 to 7 p.s.i. A smaller plant on
the Sinclair 0il & Gas Co, J. S. Mullen lease in sec, 4, T. 4 S,, R. 3 W., gathers gas
from the Mullen and Ardworth leases for injection into wells on the Mullen lease.

A plant on the Shell 0il Co., Inc., L. Tubbee lease in sec. 24, T. 4 5., R. 3 W.,
originally was used for gas injection but now is used to apply vacuum to wells on
three Shell 0il Co., Inc., leases in the area. On several edge leases not served by
compressor plants vacuum 1s applied to the wells by rodline pumps operated from the
central power.

Natural Gasoline Association of America contracts between the operators and the
Harry Ells, Inc., plant provide for the purchase of casinghead gas from each lease at
a price depending upon the periodically tested gasoline content of the incoming gas
and the market price of natural gasoline. Denuded residue gas not required for plant
operation is returned to the several leases. Additional dry gas may be purchased from
Haerry Ells, Inc., when the volume of gas returned is not adequate for lease reguirements.

Figure 25 shows the oil- and gas-production history of several representative

leases in the Healdton oil field. Oil- and gas-production data since 1928 were avail-
able for 19 leases covering 1,139 acres and including more than 300 producing oil wells.
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Both the oil- and gas-production rates increased in 1936 with the drilling of addi-
tional wells but have declined steadily since that date. The indicated gas produc-
tion is that volume sold to the gasoline plant less included air (see table 10, p. 43)
and is not necessarily the total volume of gas produced on the leases. The gas-oil
ratio for all 19 leases based upon total oll and gas sales, less included air, has
varied somewhat from year to year with a marked increase between 1936 and 1939
following the infill drilling. For most of this period gas was being injected
through wells on one or two of these leases, but the total volume of gas thus in-
jected constituted only 6 to 18 percent of the total gas production.

Since 1940 gas-sales data are available for 64 leases, including the 19 mentioned
above, These 6L leases, with approximately 1,000 producing oil wells, cover 3,216
acres of the most productive areas of the field. The gas-oil ratio, after deduction
for air content, declined from a high of 290 cubic feet per barrel in 1942 to 185
cubic feet per barrel in 1950. Gas production declined from 530 million cubic feet
per year in 1942 to 270 million cubic feet per year in 1950. During part of this
period gas was being injected into wells of five leases, but the total volume of
gas injected constituted 8 percent or less of total gas production,

If these gas-o0il ratios are representative of Healdton-sand production in the
field, they indicate that about 16 billion cubic feet of gas has been produced since
1929 compared to a total injected volume of about 1 billion cubic feet during the same
period.

When it is considered that the original solution gas-o0il ratios were about 90
cubic feet per barrel, it is surprising that so much gas is available after 20 years
of vacuum application. The conclusion is obvious that a large volume of unproduced
oil in the reservoir is contributing to the gas production from the leases; but, be-
cause definite data are not available regarding the solubility of the gas in the
reservoir oil and the reservoir pressure history, it would be impossible to make any
quantitative estimates of this volume.

Character of Produced Fluids

Produced 0il

Thirteen samples of Healdton crude oils were analyzed by the Bureau of Mines
routine method, and & study of these analyses has brought forth the conclusion that
two and possibly three distinctly different types of o0il are being produced from the
Healdton sands. For convenience the oils will be referred to as types A, B, and C.

The 3 crude-oil analyses 1in table 7 are representative of 13 samples studied;
sample A-8 is a typical type-A oil, semple B-3 is a typical type -B oil, and sample
C-1 is a typical type -C oil.

Table 8 shows the distinguishing characteristics (gravity, sulfur content, and
viscosity) of 23 samples of crude oil separated into types A, B, and C. From a de-
tailed study of the 13 complete analyses availlable it was possible to determine the
type of oil for the remaining samples by checking their A.P.I. gravities and per--
centages of sulfur, The type A oils have higher gravity, definitely lower sulfur
content, and lower viscosity than the other two types. The type C oils differ from
the type B in having slightly lower gravity and higher viscosity, sulfur content,
and carbon residue.
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TABLE 7. - Chemical and physical properties of three crude oils,
Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla, (Cont.)

Typical B - type crude oil Sample No. B-3, table 8
Cox & Hamon 845 - 1,189 feet
L. Carnes well GB . Sec. 15, T. 4 S,, R. 3 W.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS
Specific gravity, 0.876 A.P.I. gravity, 30.0 Pour point, °F, 20
Sulfur, percent, 0.93 Color, dark green
Saybolt Universal viscosity at 77 °F., 140 sec.; at 100 °F,, 87 sec.
DISTILLATION, BUREAU OF MINES ROUTINE METHOD

STAGE 1. - Distillation at atmospheric pressure, 755 mm. Hg
First drop, 27 °C. (81 °F.)

Aniline S.U. Cloud
Fraction Cut at- Sum, Sp. gr., CA.P.I., point, visc., test,

No. C. OF. Percent percent 60/60 °F. 60°F. C.I. °c, 100°F, °©F.
1 50 122 0.k 0.4)
2 75 167 rd 1.1)
3 100 212 1.5 2.6) 0.683 75.7 - -
I 125 257 2.8 5.4 .731 62.1 18 56.0
5 150 302 3.9 9.3 .760 Sh.7 2k 55.0
6 175 347 3.7 13.0 .783 hg .2 28 53.0
7 200 392 3.k 16.4 .801 45.2 30 53.9
8 225 437 4.0 20.4 .815 k2,1 31 57.0
9 250 482 5.2 25.6 .827 39.6 31 624
10 275 527 7.0 32.6 834 38.2 30 68.6
STAGE 2. - Distillation continued at 40 mm. Hg
11 200 392 3.3 35.9 0.84k 36.2 31 73.2 Lo 10
12 225 437 6.6 42,5 .853 3.k 31 76.4 45 30
13 250 482 6.8 k9,3 .866 31.9 34 56 45
1h 275 527 5.7 55.0 .881 29.1 38 82 65
15 300 572 7.2 62.2 891 27.3 4o 150 80
Residuum 36.3 98.5 970 1k,
Carbon residue of residuum, 7.6 percent; carbon residue of crude, 3.1 percent.

APPROXIMATE SUMMARY

: Percent Sp. gr. CA.P.T. Viscosity
'Light gasoline 2.6 0.683 5.7

‘Total gasoline and naphtha 16.4 157 554

Eerosine distillate 4.0 .815 42,1

Gas oil 22.0 .839 37.2 50-100
Nonviscous lubricating distillate 11.5 .859-.883 133.2-28.8 50~100
Medium lubricating distillate 8.3 .883-,807 28.8-26.3 100-200
Viscous lubricating distillate - - - Above 200
Résiduum 36.3 .970 14

Distillation loss 1.5
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TABLE 7. - Chemical and physical properties of three crude oils,
Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla,

Typical A-type crude oil
Magnolia Petroleum Co.
E. T. Richards well 93

Specific gravity, 0.868

Sulfur, percent, 0.72
Saybolt Universal viscosity at 77¢ F., 87 sec.; at 1000 F., 66 sec.

Ssmple A-8, table 8

1,102-1,142 feet

Sec. 31, T, 4 S.,, R. 3 W,

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS

AP.I. gravity, 31.5°

DISTILLATION, BUREAU OF MINES ROUTINE METHOD

STAGE 1. - Distillation at atmospheric pressure, 736 mm, Hg

First drop, 33° C. (910 F.)

Pour point, OF, below 5
Color, dark green

Aniline S8.U. Cloud
Fraction Cut at- Sum, Sp. gr., ©CA.P.I., point, visc., test,
No. OC, OF. Percent percent 60/60 OF, 60O9F. C,I. ©C. 100 OF. OF.
1 50 122 0.1 0.1)
2 75 167 .7 .8)
3 100 212 2.8 3.6) 0.723 6l ,2 - 50.2
i 125 257 .1 7.7 757 55 .4 30 48.6
5 150 302 3.9 11.6 778 50 4 32 48 .4
6 175 347 L b 16.0 .800 45,4 36 48.6
7 200 392 4,2 20,2 .816 k1.9 37 52.9
8 225 437 3.6 23.8 .825 40.0 36 60.0
9 250 482 5.3 29.1 .831 38.8 33 64 .4
10 275 527 7.2 36.3 .836 37.8 31 69.8
STAGE 2. - Distillation continued at 40 mm, Hg
11 200 392 2.9 39.2 0.843 36.4 30 744 ko 10
12 225 437 6.7 45.9 .852 3h.6 31 77.6 46 25
13 250 482 6.3 52,2 .865 32.1 3k 57 Lo
14 275 527 5.1 57.3 .878 29.7 37 82 55
15 300 572 8.0 65.3 .887 28.0 38 155 70
Residuum 32, 97.8 .951 17.3
Carbon residue of residuum, 7.0 percent; carbon residue of crude, 2.5 percent.
APPROXIMATE SUMMARY
Percent Sp. gr. OA.P.I. Viscosity
Light gasoline 3.6 0.723 64,2
Total gasoline and naphtha 20.2 77 50.6
Kerosine distillate 3.6 825 Lo .0
Gas oil 21.1 .840 37.0
Nonviscous lubricating distillate 11.5 .857-.880 33.6-29.3 50-100
Medium lubricating distillate 8.9 .880-.893 29.3-27.0 100-200
Viscous lubricating distillate - - - Above 200
Residuum 32,5 .951 17.3
Distillation loss 2.2
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TABLE 8.--Comparison of properties of crude oil samples from the Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.

Sample Well . Producing Gravity | Sulfur, | Viscosity, Year

No. Company Lease No. Location sands OA.P.I. | percent 80°F., cp. | analyzed
A-1® | Shell Oil Co., Inc. Wirt Franklin 46 NE NE sec. 8, T. 4 S., R. 3 w. 1,2,.3.3a 34.6 0.72 8.7 1939
A-2° Do. A. D. Horton 1 NW SE sec. 6, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. | 32.5 .75 14.0 1950
A-3* | The Pure Qil Co. V. Collins, 80 acre ] SE NE sec. 16, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. 4 32.3 .75 10.9 1950
A-4 Texas-Gul f Producing Co. Apple & franklin 2 SW NE sec. 9, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. No log 32.3 .80 1951
A-5* |Shell Oil Co., Inc. A. 0. Horton 7 Nw SE sec. 6, T. 4S., R. 3 W. 1,2,3 .72 13.0 1939
A-6* Do. C. L. McClure 41 SE SWsec. 5, T.4S., R.3W 4 .74 1.8 1949
A-7* |Magnolia Petroleum Co. C. Richards 8 | SE NW sec. 31, T. 3S., R. 3 ¥. 2,3(7) .70 15.0 1949
A-8° Do. E. T. Richards fe<] SW SE sec. 31, T. 3S., R. 3 W, 2,3(?) .72 14,0 195G
A-9 Do. K. W. Dawson 3 Nw NE sec. 4, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. 1 .80 - 1951
A-10* [Magnolia Pipeline - - - .72 13.5 1920
A-i1 |Shetl Oil Co., Inc. K. N. Hapgood 14 NE Sw sec. 3, T. 4S., R. 3w 1,2 .87 - 1951
B-1 Do. L. Tubbee 6 NE NW sec. 24, 7. 4 S., R. 3 W, 1,2 1.22 - 1951
B-2* |Rockland Qil Co. Sarasota 49 SE NE sec. 23, T. 4 S., R. 3 W, 1,2,3,(?) 1.00 18.3 1949
B-3* |Cox & Hamon L. Carnes 98 SE SE sec. 15, T. 4 S., R. 3 w. 4 .93 23.9 1950
B-4 Sheil Qil Co., Inc. L. Tubbee 9 SE NW sec. 24, T. 4 S., R. 3 W, | 29.7 .98 - 1951
B-5 Magnolia Petroleum Co. J. A. Smalley 33 SW NE sec. 10, T. 4 S., R. 3 W, 1,2,3 29. 1 .99 - 1951
8-6* |Gray Qil Co. Pugh { SW SW sec. 18, T. 4 S., R. 2 W, Pugh 28.9 .92 31.3 1948
B-7 The Pure Qil Co. J. McCoy 16 NE NW sec. 23, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. 1,2,3,4 28.7 .95 - 1951
B-8 Magnolia Petroleum Co. J. Hamon 12 NE Nw sec. 15, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. No log 28.2 1.02 - 1961
C-1* |[The Pure Oil Co. V. Collins, 80 acre 21 SW NE sec. 16, T. 4 S., R. 3 w. 2 27.9 . 40 31.7 1950
Cc-2 Engelibrecht Mob i ey 5 SE SE sec. 13, T. 4 S., R. 3 W, No log 27.1 10 - 1951
c-3 Ring & Trachenburg J. McCoy 1,2 NE SW sec. 14, T. 4S., R. 3 W 3 26.8 10 - 1951
C-4* |Magnolia Petroleum F. E. Watkins 5 SW SE sec. 24, T. 4 S., R. 3 W, No log 26. 1 21 58.9 1949

* Distillation, Bureau of Mines routine method.
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TABLE 9.--Analyses of water produced with oii, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.

No. of Calcium(Ca), Magnesium{Mg ), Sodium(Na), | Bicarbonate(HCO,) Sul fate(SQ,), Chloride(Ci), Total solids, |Specitic
Area analyses i/ 2/ gravity,
averaged| p.p.m.-" r.v. p.p.m.| r.v. p.p.m. r.v. p.p.m. r.v. p.p.m.| r.v. p.p.m. r.v. | p.p.m. rov. 60°F.
A
Average Upper sand waters 5 7,790 | 9.49 2,59 5.21 33,233 | 35.30 150 0.06 1 0.0 72,513 { 49.93 {116,302 | 100.00 1.083
Average Fourth sand waters 2 11,165 [11.58 2,739 4.69 37,251 | 33.74 118 .04 2 o] 85,102 1 49.96 |136,36! 100.00 1.097
8
Average Upper sand waters 3 6,538 | 8.66 2,621 5.74 30,741 | 35.59 245 NN 5 0 66,486 | 49.89 {106,634 | 100.00 1.076
Average Fourth sang waters 6 8,445 |10.42 2,435 4.96 32,31t 34.8! 141 .06 61 .03 71,169 49.84 114,562 100.00 1.082
c
Average Fourth sand waters 3 10,705 [11.42 2.836 4.99 36,141 | 33.59 370 13 € c. 82,736 | 49.87 132,791 | 100.00 1.093
]
Average Fourth sand waters 3 11,513 [1t.47 3,002 4.93 38,657 | 33.60 160 .06 58 .01 868,646 | 49.94 ]141,997 | 100.00 1.101
E
Average Upper sand waters 5 7.148 | 8.75 2,536 5.14 33,72t [ 36.11 276 Nl o] 0. 71,800 |49.89 |i15,571 100.00 1.083
3
Average Upper sand waters 2 4,89 | 7.1 2,149 §.22 29,355 | 37.68 107 .05 22 .G 60,011 | 49.94 96,468 | 100.00 1.069
G
Average Upper sand waters 4 8,500 [10.73 2,459 5.15 30,742 | 34.12 127 .05 45 .0) 69,542 [49.94 111,381 | 100.00 1.08t
Average Fourth sand waters 6 8,470 |i0.12 2,621 5.19 33,174 | 34.70 109 .04 1 .01 73,724 ]49.95 118,107 | 100.00 1,085
H
Average Upper sand waters 5 7.414 110.80C 2,028 4.87 27,004 | 34.34 22 .0l [ a. 60,661 | 43.99 97,1298 | 100.00 4. 070
Average Fourth sand waters [ 9,083 [10.47 2.822 5.36 34,023 | 34.17 106" .04 541 .26 76,295 | 49.70 }122,869 | 100.00 1.083

t/ p.p.m. - parts per million.
2/ r.v. - reacting value in percentage (Palmer)
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of high water production. A well drilled in 1939 reported water in the upper
Healdton sands also. Most of the wells that penetrated the fourth sand were open to
production in the upper Healdton sands also, and these wells may have permitted a
mingling of waters., From all available data as to the volume of water and the high
percentage of water from these wells, it would appear that water is being produced
from both the upper Healdton sands and the fourth sand and that the waters have been
mixed. If this is the case, the analyses should be similar, and by comparing the
average reacting values of calcium, magnesium, and sodium in the two groups such a
similarity is evident., Therefore, it is believed that, in this limited area, these
two waters have mingled.

Table 9 shows flve analyses of water produced from wells in upper Healdton sands
in area H. In this area few wells produce from the fourth sand alone, and the one
analysis shown in table 9 as fourth-sand water is of water produced from a well open
in the upper Healdton sands as well as the fourth sand.

The specific gravity of the fourth-sand water is higher than that of the upper-
sand waters, but the relative reacting values of calcium and magnesium for the two
groups of waters differ from those that would be expected by comparison with waters
from areas A and B. The one analysis of water that probably is from the fourth sand
is not conclusive evidence as to the character of fourth-sand water in this area,

Produced Gas

The mass-spectrometer analyses of a raw gas and a gas from which gasoline has
been removed are shown in table 10, part A. Field analyses listing the air, carbon
dioxide, and gasoline content of natural gas from a number of leases in the Healdton
field, as of October 1950, are shown in table 10, part B. The air content ranges from
7 to 52 percent, carbon dioxide from O to 4.8 percent, and gasoline content from 0.56
to 3 gallons per thousand cubic feet. The large air content undoubtedly resulted from
leaks in the vacuum gathering-lines because comparatively little air has been injected
into the sands. No earlier gas snalyses are available,

"Infill"” Drilling

Most of the wells in the Healdton oil field drilled before 1920 were completed
with a series of perforated liners set through 200 to 400 feet of the Healdton-sand
section. Sometimes caving sands and ghales plugged the llners, and Qften the opera-
ators found that the necessary 'work-over" job was almost as’ exggnSLVGQaﬁ.drsll;gg“
new well, Undoubtedly this factor is the main reason apgroximately 440 additional
EFSEEEIhg wells have been drilled to the Healdton sands since 1919. Figure 28 shows
the productive limits of the field in 1919 and 1950 and the location of wells drilled
during the intervening period.

Several companies initiated plenned infill drilling of wells between the original
wells in 1926, 1935, and 1946, Thirty-eight wells were drilled between 1926 and 1935,
288 wells drilled between 1935 and 1946 (the principal infill-drilling period), and
114 wells between 1946 and 1950. The initial production of a new well usually was
much greatey.than the daily oil production of an offset o0ld well. Many old wells in
the field were deepened after 1920 to lower oil sands.

5125 - 4o .



Table 9 shows that, for water samples from five upper-sand wells in area A,
the average reacting value of calcium was 9.49 percent compared with an average of
11.58 percent for the average reacting value of calcium in waters from two fourth-
sand wells. The average reacting value of magnesium in water from upper sands was
5.21 percent, whereas the average reacting value of magnesium in water from the
fourth sand was 4.69 percent. The average reacting value of sodium was 35,30 percent
in upper-sand waters ahd 33.74 percent in fourth-sand waters. This comparison of
water analyses indicates that, for upper-sand waters in area A, the specific gravity
and reacting value of calcium were lower and reacting values of magnesium and sodium
higher than those in fourth-sand waters.

In area B analyses were made of water from three wells producing from upper
sands and of water from eight wells producing from the fourth sand. In comparing the
average reacting values of ions in upper-sand waters with those of fourth-sand waters,
it can be seen that, for the upper sands, the average reacting value of calcium is
low and the average reacting values of magnesium and sodium high. The reacting value
of calcium in upper-sand waters is 8.66 percent, whereas in fourth-sand water it is
10.42 percent. The average reacting value of magnesium in upper-sand waters is 5.74
percent, whereas in fourth-sand waters it is 4.96 percent. The average reacting
value of sodium are 35.59 percent in upper-sand waters and 34.81 percent in fourth-
sand waters. This would indicate that in area B, as in area A, upper-sand waters
have lower specific gravities and lower reacting value of calcium and higher react-
ing values of magnesium and sodium than do fourth-sand waters.

In areas C and D samples of fourth-sand waters only were collected; therefore a
quantitative comparison, such as that for areas A and B, cannot be made. However,
the average reacting values of the several ions in these waters in areas C and D can
be compared with the average reacting values of ions in the fourth-sand waters in
areas A and B. It will be noted that the average reacting values of the three metal-
lic ions (calcium, magnesium, and sodium) in waters from areas C and D are very simi-
lar and that for both areas they agree closely with the respective reacting values in
fourth-sand waters from areas A and B. In the absence of upper-sand-water analyses,
it may be assumed that the relationship that existed between upper-sand waters and
fourth-sand waters in areas A and B also would exist between upper-sand waters and
fourth-sand waters in areas C and D.

Averages of analyses of upper-sand waters from five wells in area E and from two
wells In area F are shown 1in table_ 9. The average reacting values of the metallic
lons were comparable to those in upper-sand waters from areas A end B. No sample of
fourth-sand water from E and F was analyzed, but 1t may be assumed that in fourth-sand
waters from areas E and F, as in fourth-sand waters from other areas, the reacting
value of calcium would be higher and the reacting values of sodium and magnesium
lower than in upper-sand waters.

For area G analyses of waters from four upper-sand wells and six fourth-sand
wells are shown. From comparison of these analyses it can be seen that the average
reacting value of calcium in upper-sand waters is slightly higher than that of cal-
cium in fourth-sand waters. The average reacting values of magnesium and sodium in
upper-sand waters are slightly less than those of magnesium and sodium in fourth-sand
waters. The average reacting values of these waters are completely reversed from
what has been shown to be the normal relation of the reacting values. Such a discrep-
ancy may be explained as follows. A well drilled in 1918 in area G in the vicinity
of wells 5, 7, and 8 (fig. 27) was plugged and abandoned to prevent flooding of lower
sands after it had encountered large quantities of water in an upper Healdton sand.
Two other upper Healdton sand wells in the vicinity were abandoned about 1930 because
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By January 1, 1935, when the principsl infill-drilling program was begun,
166,008,000 barrels of oil had been produced from Healdton oil sands, Figure 29
shows the recovery, in barrels per acre, for each lease to that date. On eight
leases, including 170 productive acres, recovery exceeded 80,000 barrels of o6il
per acre, while on eight other leases, including 408 productive acres, recovery
exceeded 60,000 barrels of oil per acre. However, in most of the field (4,324
acres) oil recovery was less than 20,000 barrels per acre.

Figure 3, production history of the Healdton oil field, shows that between
1926 and 1950 20,198,000 barrels of oil over and above that expected by normal
production methods was produced as a result of additional drilling, deepening,

»clean-out, vacuum application, and gas injection. The estimated normal decline

rate between 1926 and 1950 was 7.7 to 5.0 percent per year. It is estimated that
during this period approximately 285,400 barrels of additional oil was gained by

injecting air and gas into the Healdton sands. The remaining 19,912,600 barrels

of additional oil recovery is attributable to the drilling of new wells, deepen—

ings, clean-outs of 0il wells, and vacuum application,

Between 1925, when annual oil production was 5 l/h million barrels, and 1950,
when it was 2-1/4 million barrels, 88-1/2 million barrels of oil was recovered
from Healdton sands, During this interval the over-all decline rate was less than
3-1/2 percent per year, much lower than that of most fields of comparable age.
Additional drilling, deepening of wells to new sands, and clean-outs of old wells
have sustained this oil-production rate. Very little is attributable to secondary-
recovery operations,

Although 440 new wells have been drilled in the Healdton oil field during the
last 25 years, it is interesting to note that at no time since 1920 has the _humber
of producing wells eyualed the number of wells_(1,971) producing at that time. The

number of wells abandoned exceeded “the number of new wells completed, and in 1950
the number of producing wells was 95 less than in 1920.

The recovery per acre to Jaruary 1, 1951, from individual leases in the field
is shown by degrees of shading in figure 30. The oil recovery from 5 leases, includ-
ing 135 procductive acres, exceeded 120,000 barrels per acre, whereas the recovery
from 10 leases, including 338 productive acres, exceeded 80,000 barrels of oil per
acre. An idea of the oil recovered rom the leases between 1935 and 1950 may be
obtained by comparing figures 29 and 30. 0il recovered since January 1, 1935, from
a few leases has been nearly 40,000 barrels per acre and from most of the leases in
the main part of the field has been nearly 20,000 barrels of oil per acre. 0il
recoveries in the southeast extension are much lower,

0il recovery, between 1935 and 1950, from Healdton sands underlying infill- and
noninfill-drilled leases has been compared. The cumulative o0il recovery from 31
infill-drilled leases, including 2,100 productive acres, was increased from 80 million
to 105 million barrels between 1935 and 1950, 31.2 percent increase over their cumula-
tive recovery to 1935. By contrast, the oil recovery from 44 noninfill-drilled leases,
including 1,726 productive acres, was increased only 22.2 percent over their cumulative
recovery to 1935, Assuming that without infill drilling the increased recovery after
1935 normally would be about 22 percent of the cumulative recovery through that date,
the infill-drilled leases recovered an additional 3,430 barrels of oil per acre or
29,500 barrels per infill well between 1935 and 1950 by drilling the 24k additional
oil wells. In general, the infill wells were drilled in the more prolific parts of
the field, which had lower ‘decline rates. No attempt was made to estimate future oil
productlon “from the leases in these two groups.
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TABLE 10.--Analyses of gas samples, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okia.

Part A - Mass Spectrometer Analyses

November 22, 1950
Harry Ells, Inc., Sinclair Qil and Gas Co.,
Sample source gasoline plant J. S. Mullens lease
({denuded gas from CORpressolr) (raw gas]
Percent Percent
Methane 35.21 29.38
Ethane 8.37 8.30
Propane 6.25 7.68
Normal Butane .25 .56
Isobutane .18 .86
Normal Pentane K .41
Isopentane 0 .07
Cyclopentane .04 .05
Hexanes plus .10 .27
Nitrogen 39.90 42.41
Oxygen 7.80 6.15
Argon 0 .51
Helium .02 .0l
Carbon Dioxide 1.75 2.34
Total 100.00 100.00
Calculated gross 695 763
B.t.u./cu. ft.*
* Dry at 60°F. and 30 inches mercury.
Part B - Field Analyses
Specific Volume Volume Gasol ine
Company Lease pra it percent percent content,
gravity C02 air gal./M c.f
The Pure 0il Co. Titsworth 0.936 ¢.0 14.0 1.76
Do. W & D 80 acre .992 0 31.0 1.20
Do. Ruby ingram .880 7.4 10.0 .94
Do. W. R. Ingram .929 5.0 33.0 .08
Do. J. McCoy .935 0 18.0 1.44
* Do. Watson .904 0 52.0 60
Do. Ardhoma ¥l .98t 1.4 35.0 1.04
Do. F. Lowery 1.058 "2 30.0 .42
Do. w & D B0 acre 1.085 2.0 27.0 1.82
Do. Ardhoma #2 I. 141 b.4 36.0 1.76
Do. J. Moyer‘/ .951 4.8 30.0 1.30
Do. J. Davis-— .991 0 36.0 .78
Ring and Trachenburg J. McCoy .748 0 10.0 .28
Kewanee Qil Co. J. Ott .990 2.8 7.0 1.30
Carlock and Dexter Tillis 1.018 .6 47.0 1.32
Do. Brokenshou | der 1.264 4.4 8.0 3.06
Texas-Gulf Producing Co.| Appie and Frankiin 1.202 1.2 15.0 2.50
Sun Qil Co. Mullen 'A" 1.000 1.0 23.0 1.40
Do. Mullen *B" 1.136 1.0 16.0 2.28
Do. Mullen "C" 1.136 1.0 16.0 2.28
Toml inson 0. Johnson 1.04] 0 7.0 2.76

1/ Analysis of October 12,
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COUNTY,

JEFFERSON
CARTER

EXPLANATION
XX LOCATION OF SECTION SHOWN IN FIGURE S
YY" LOCATION OF SECTION SHOWN IN FIGURE 6
22° LOCATION OF SECTION SHOWN IN FIGURE 7
» REFERS TO NUMBER ON CROSS SECTIONS
=== FAULT TRACE ON TOP OF SAND
CONTOUR INTERVAL-100 FEET
DATUM -MEAN SEA LEVEL

1000 2000 3000 4,000

SCALE-FEET

25 0

Figure 11. - Structure of the top of first Healdton sand, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla., 1951.
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Figure 12. - Effective thickness of oil-productive sands above the fourth Healdton sand, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla., 1951.
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Production History of Three Leases

A detailed study was made of the results of drilling infill wells on three
leases in an effort to determine the effect of closer spacing of wells in the
Healdton sands. These three leases were selected because data were available
regarding oll and water production and sand conditions. From these studies it is
concluded that closer spacing will recover more oil from these leases before the
production from the wells declines to the economic limit. These conclusions are
based upon expected oll production, as indicated by extrapolations of decline
curves of old wells, and of decline curves after infill drilling. The increases,
after infill drilling, in the rates of oil production from these leases resulted
not only from closer spacing but from penetration of deeper, undrained oil sands
and reconditlonlng of old wells.

Shell 0il Co., Inc., A. D. Horton. - The Shell 0il Co., Inc., A. D. Horton 60-
acre lease in sec. 6, T. I S., R. 3 W., includes about 45 oil-productive acres; the
productive limits are defined by two dry holes. The yearly oill production had de-
clined from a peak of 587,780 barrels in 1917 to 131,507 barrels in 1935 before the
infill-drilling program began., Eleven oil-producing wells were drilled between 1936
and 1939.

The results. of thls infill-drilling development are illustrated graphically in
figure 31.

Yearly oil production from the lease reached a second peak of 203,411 barrels
in 1938 after 10 wells had been drilled on locations between the original wells.
The graph shows that the decline rate of old wells was abnormally high after infill
wells Wwere drilled. The curve showing the estimated normal decline of production
from the old wells was extrapolated from 1936 to an economic limit in 1998, as shown
by the dashed heavy line, to calculate how much oil the lease would have produced had
the infill wells not been drilled. The estimated normal decline in the rate of oil
production of the lease from 1950 to an economic limit in 1982, as shown by the dashed
light line, illustrates the more rapid decline of the closer-spaced lease. By January
1, 1951, an additional 538,000 barrels of oil over and above the expected decline had
been recovered on this lease, and by 1957 the increased oil production should total
about 572,000 barrels. After that year, the more-rapid decline in the rate of oil
production from the closer-spaced wells should result in lease production below the
estimated normal decline, effecting a calculated production loss of 334,000 barrels
of oil hetween 1957 and abandomment date.

The total cumulative oil production between 1914 and 1998, assuming that infill
wells had not been drilled, is estimated to be about 7,514,000 barrels, whereas the
cumulative oil production to 1982 is estimated to be approximately 7,752,000 barrels.
This is an increased recovery of 238,000 barrels, or 5,300 barrels per acre, attrib-
utable to drilling new wells, By January 1, 1951, the lease already had produced
over 150,000 barrels of oil per acre.

Ideal and 324 0il & Gas Cos. Scoggins. - The Ideal 0il & Gas Co. and 324 0il
& Gas Co, Scoggins lease is the east 50 acres of the SEl/h sec, 32, T, 3 5., R. 3 W,
The estimated productive area of this lease, as defined by two dry holes drilled on
the north edge of the field, is 29 acres.

Nine productive wells were drilled on this lease during the primary development
period between 1914 and 1921. Yearly oil-production data before 1920 are not avail-
able, but the peak yearly oil production is estimated to have occurred in 1917 and
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was about 86,000 barrels, as shown in figure 31. The yearly oil production of the

lease declined to 6,000 barrels in 1935, when an infill-drilling campaign was begun,
Eight wells were drilled between 1936 and 1941, and yearly oil production increased
steadily to 24,000 barrels in 1940. During 1943 and ;9&&.5;; of the old Wells were

in yearly oil production. Gas inJjection beginning in l9h7 had little effect on the
rate of o0il production. The estimated normal decline of the old wells to an economic
limit of 1,475 barrels in 1948 is shown by the dashed light line. Because of addi-
tional drilling in 1949 the probable production from 1950 to the date that an econamic
limit will be reached was not estimated.

If infill wells had not been drilled, the oil recovered from 1935 to an economic
limit in 1948 would have been approximately 36,400 barrels, whereas the actual oil
recovered from 1935 through 1950 was 356,650 barrels. This increase in recovery of
320,250 barrels of oil through 1950 is attributable largely to the drilling of new
wells, representing over 20,000 barrels of oil per new well, It is expected that
much additional oil will be recovered before the lease is abandoned.

Shell 0il Co., Inc., Wirt Franklin. - The Shell 0il Co., Inc., Wirt Franklin
lease, NE1/k sec, 8, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., includes a productive area of 155 acres.

Well 1 on this lease, drilled in August 1913, was the discovery well for the
field. By 1922, when primary development ended, 37 productive wells had been
drilled, and yearly oil production had declined from a peak of 800,000 barrels in
1915 to 406,000 barrels in 1922. In 1926 one infill well was drilled. In 1929
gas injection was begun and, except for 2 months irn 1934, continued until 1939.
Between 1934 and 1936, 23 oil-productive infill wells were drilled on the lease.

The past and estimated future production history of the lease is shown in the
lower graph of figure 31. The upper line indicates total lease production, which
reached a second peak of 403,250 barrels per year in 1936. The dashed heavy line
is the estimated normal decline of the original wells at rates of 6 to h—l/e percent
per year to an expected economic limit of 1 barrel per well per day in I987. The
sheded area, amounting to 168,000 barrels, is the volume of oil estimated to have
been produced by gas injection, which will be discussed later. The total lease
production is shown by the dashed light line extrapolated after 1950 at a decline
rate of 6 percent per year until 1979. It is estimated that between 1934 and 1957
infill drilling will recover an additional 1,376,000 barrels of oil, but after
1957 the more rapid decline of this lease wilth closer-spaced wells will result in
the loss of 108,000 barrels of oil, The net gain attributable to drilling 23 infill
wells will be approximately 1,268,000 barrels or 8,200 barrels of oil per acre.

Gas Injection

General Discussion

Gas has been injected intc 26 wells on 16 leases to increase oill production or
store excess gas for later use., Table 11 shows a summary of gas-injection operations
on 12 of the more important projects in the field.
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The first gas-injection operation was begun in 1928 on what is now the Shell 0il
Co., Inc., Lucy Tubbee lease, and other projects have been initiated at various times
since; the last one was begun in August 1948, On some leases gas injection was dis-
continued after several months, but on one lease gas has been injected intermittently
over a period of 14 years. Currently gas is being injected into wells on six leases,

Figure 32 shows the location and area affected by the gas-injection projects in
the field. Denuded gas from the Harry Ells, Inc., gasoline plant comprises most of
that injected, although some additional gas has been purchased from the Oklahoma
Natural Gas Co. On a few leases air was Injected at the beginning of the operation
and then later augmented with gas.

An attempt was made to direct the injected gas into a definite sand zone using
packers in one instance., Usually no change was made in the casing depth when pro-
ducing wells were converted to gas-injection wells. Gas was injected through the
casing, often with the tubing left in the well. Although some of the projects were
highly successful, others yielded little increase in oil production that could be
attributed to gas injection. In magl;}ns?ances drilling addltlonal wells during the
gas-injection program has masked the effects of gas 1nJecflon

It is estimated that, between May 1928 when injection was begun and December
1950, approximately 285,400 barrels of oil was recovered from nine leases as a result
of gas injection. Results on three other leases, where gas was injected primarily
for storage, were inconclusive., On the 12 leases only 168 wells on 678 acres showed
increases in the rate of oil production attributable to gas injection compared with
1,971 wells and 7,142 acres in the field.

It is believed that the poor results obtained on many of these projects do not
necessarily condemn those areas for gas injection, because with better control of
the inJjected gas much additional o0il could be recovered from the sands.

Table 11 shows that by 1950 only six projects, with eight injection wells, were
operating. Daily volumes of 6,000 to 144,000 cubic feet of gas were being injected
at pressures ranging from 7 to 200 p.s.i. on individual projects. Following are
descriptions of several of the more important projects.

Description of Individual Leases

Ideal and 324 0il & Gas Cos. Scoggins. - In August 1947, the Ideal 0il & Gas Co.
and the 324 0il & Gas Co. began to inject excess gas into well 16 on the Scoggins
lease in the SEl/h sec, 32, T. 3 8., R. 3 W, 1In this area the first Healdton sand is
split into two members by a thick shale and limestone section. The top member of the
first sand was cored in three wells, and analyses show that the porosity ranges fram
16 to 28 percent. A total of 64 feet of oil-productive sand, including parts of the
first and third Healdton sands, was penetrated in this well. The second Healdton
sand was cshaly and nonproductive,

0il production fram this lease was increased in 1946 by drilling additional
\wells, as described under infill drilling, so that results from gas injection are
‘pot clearly defined.

Well 16, converted in August 1947 to an injection well, was completed in April
1941 with an initial production of 3 barrels of oil daily from first and third sands,
at depths from 955 to 1,018 feet and 1,107 to 1,188 feet, respectively. An 8-1/k-
inch casing was set above the first sand at 9h8 feet, and a 6-inch liner, perforated
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opposite the first and third sands, was set on bottom, This completion was not
changed when this well was converted for gas injection.

During the period of gas inJjection no attempt was made to measure or control
the volume of gas injected into the sands. During 1950 an average of 12,500 cubic
feet daily of denuded gas was returned from the gasoline plant to the Scoggins
lease, All of the gas not used by the 25-hp. central-power engine and in a five-
room dwelling was injected into well 16 at pressures from 7 to 10 p.s.i. Casing-
heads of the producing wells on this lease are connected to the Harry Ells, Inc.,
gas-gathering line under a vacuum equivalent to 6 inches of mercury.

The average gas-oil ratio for the entire lease increased from about 160 cubic
feet per barrel in 1947 to 182 cubic feet per barrel in 1950. Gas produced from
individual wells was not measured,

0il-production tests taken in 1948 and 1949 show that eight wells surrounding
the injection well had slight increases in the rate of oil production, ranging
from 0.2 to 2 barrels of oil daily. Total lease production, continued to decline
during these years, but this decline may have been influenced by the more rapid !
decline of five new wells completed shortly before gas injection was begun. Un-
doubtedly, the total lease production would have declined more rapidly without gas
injection, but it is undeterminable Jjust how much of the total oil production can
be attributed to gas injection. Table 11 shows 3,500 barrels of o0il gained as a
result of gas injection, but this figure is based upon the individual well tests
and is questionable,

McGraw 0il Co. Stewart & Hawk. - Late in 1944 the McGraw 0il Co. began to
inject gas into well 15 on the 50-acre Stewart & Hawk lease in sec., 33, T. 3 S.,
R. 3 W., and sec. 4, T, 4 S,, R. 3 W, Figure 33, upper left, shows the location of
injection and producing wells on the lease, the total area affected by gas injection,
and an isogram map of gas-oil ratios as of April 1950.

In this area the first Healdton sand is approximately 50 feet thick, and the
combined thickness of the second and third sands ranges from 10 to 50 feet., Few
wells have penetrated below the first sand. The fourth Healdton sand is not pro-
ductive in the area of this lease (see figs. 10 and 19). Two wells on this lease
have been cored, and analyses of first-sand cores show that the porosity ranges from
25 to 28 percent and the permeability from 230 to 900 millidarcys.

When gas injection was begun in 1944, 14 oil wells were producing about 105
barrels of oil and 72 barrels of water daily. The upper graph of figure 34 shows the
oil-production history of the Iéase between 1931 and 19%50.

The first 22 wells on this lease were completed between 1914 and 1917, three
additional wells were drilled between 1926 and 1928, and one well was drilled in 1938.
Beginning in 1940 and continuing to the present, vacuum equivalent to 6 inches of
mercury has been applied to casingheads of the wells, In 1943 four wells were deep-
ened to untapped sands, resulting in substantial increases in the rate of o0il produc-
tion. Five wells were drilled on the lease between 1945 and 1949,

Injection of gas into well 15 was begun in November 1944, This well was com-
pleted in June 1917 at a total depth of 1,128 feet, producing oil from sands between
972 and 1,087 feet in depth. The well was cased with 8-1/%-inch casing set above the
first sand at 967 feet and 200 feet of 6-5/8-inch perforated liner set on bottom.
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A total of 77 feet of oil-productive sand was penetrated in the first and second
sands, but the third sand, composed of broken sand and shale, was nonproductive.
Late in 1949 well 32, drilled in June of that year, was converted to an injection
well. Only 1 barrel of oil daily was produced from a sand between 1,183 and 1,195
feet. As the lower part of the sand was watered-out the well was plugged back to
1,190 feet. Seven-inch casing was set through the shaly first -sand and cemented at
1,183 feet, and only the second sand is open for gas injection. The upper curve in
figure 3% shows the average volume of gas injected per day during each year from
1944 to 1950. Between 8,000 and 15,000 cubic feet of gas daily was injected into
the sand through well 15 during the first 4 years at pressures between 18 and 20
p.s.1. During 1949, additional gas was purchased from the Oklahoma Natural Gas Co.
to increase the average volume injected through wells 15 and 32 to 17,000 cubic feet
daily. During 1950 about 11,000 cubic feet of gas per day was injected into well 32
at a pressure of 2 p.s.i., but the volume injected into well 15 was decreased, so
that the total volume into the two wells was 22,000 cubic feet per day.

Since 1946 periodic measurements of gas production have been made on the oil
wells to observe the spread of injected gas. Below are produced gas volumes from
several oil wells in 1946 and 19%0.

Well Daily gas production, cubic feet

No. November 1946 April 1950
Ceeresaeseaeeatieratenatea e tet ettt raeronnennens 1,061 337
Dieerereorossasssaacsansssssarssasacesnresnacacanns 1,061 2,133
1 ettt ineeraaseatuntasaesttttorsosasanstarteanann 671 2,868
T ittt tiaeeesonnesacssosansssrasssorsosaossonnoneans 820 598
20 it iie e taats et bttt et es st eaetarans 1,061 1,547
2 S k75 331
245 3,350 L, 567
2 672 1,512

The comparatively high gas production in April 1950 of the wells surrounding the in-
jection wells is shown by the gas-oil-ratio contour lines in figure 3k,

Available records of gas sales beginning in 1940 show that during that year an
average of 24,400 cubic feet of gas per day was sold. In 1942 gas sales were 45,600
cubic feet per day. They declined to 21,000 cubic feet per day in 1944 before injec-
tion was begun and then increased to 33,100 cubic feet in 1950,

The first increases in the rate of o0il production were noted in 1945, and by
January 1946 six wells had shown increases in the rate of oil production, totaling
20 barrels daily.

The production curve in figure 3% shows an increase in yearly lease production
in 1943 as a result of deepening four wells. Since gas injection was begun five new
wells have been drilled to the Healdton sands, and the oil produced from these deep-
ened and new wells has masked the effects of gas injection. The dashed extrapolated
curve in figure 34 illustrates the expected normal decline in yearly oil production
before wells were deepened and gas injection was begun., Actual tests on individual
wells indicate that 11 old wells and 4 new wells showed increases of 1/2 to 6 barrels
daily in their rates of oil production. The probable increased production attribut-
able to gas injection, as calculated from these well tests, is shown as the shaded
area in figure 3%. This total increased production between 1945 and 1950 amounts to
approximately 39,000 barrels or 780 barrels per acre.
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Figure 35. - Measuring produced gas from a well on a gas-injection

lease, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.

Figure 36. - Gas-injection well, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.



This project has been in operation for 7 years, and although increases in the
rate of oil production attributable to gas injection have been overshadowed by the
increased production from deepened and new wells, substantial amounts have been re-
covered by gas injection with little cost of operation.

McGraw 0il Co. Woodworth - The McGraw 0il Co. has been injecting gas into well 2
on the Woodworth lease, sec. 32, T. 3 S., R. 3 W., since November 1943 to increase
0il production and store gas for future use.

The Woodworth lease includes 24 productive acres along the north edge of the
field where the first Healdton sand is oil-productive and the sands below are water-
saturated and nonproductive., The total thickness of oil-productive sand ranges from
4 to 62 feet (fig. 12), with the individual sand members being separated by shale beds.

First wells were drilled in 1914, but records of initial daily production are
not available. Nine wells (seven oil-productive) had been drilled before the present
owner tock over the operation in 1941, By January 1943 approximately 894,000 barrels
of oil or 37,000 barrels per acre had been recovered on the lease., At that time the
seven wells were producing about 48 barrels of oil and 11 barrels of water daily.
Since 1939 vacuum equal to 6 inches of mercury had been applied to the casinghead of
the wells, Before injection was begun in November 1943, approximately 19 000 cubic
feet of gas daily was produced from the lease, In 1949 gas production averaged
15,300 cubic feet daily.

In November 1943 well 2, which had been producing one barrel of oil daily from
the first sand at depths from 1,050 to 1,117 feet, was converted to a gas-inJjection
well, and 10,000 to 15,000 cubic feet of gas daily was injected at pressures of 15
to 20 p.s.1. Dry gas returned from Harry Ells, Inc., gasoline plant was augmented
with gas purchased from the Oklahoma Natural Gas Co. for injection. In 1946 an
attempt was made to inject gas through well 11, but very little gas could be forced
into_the sand at 150 p.s.l., the pressure limit of the injection pump. In November
1950 an average of 11,600 cubic feet of gas daily was being injected into well 2 at
a pressure of 4 p.s.i.

Few data are available regarding the movement of injected gas during the first
few years of gas injection, but since 1946 periodic tests of gas production have
been made at the wellheads of the oil-producing wells (see fig. 35). In 1946 tests
showed higher gas production from wells surrounding the injection well than from the
more remote wells, Daily gas production from all wells on the lease in November 1950
is shown by the gas-oil-ratio contour lines on the lease map in the upper right
corner of figure 33.

Daily oil-production tests on individual wells indicate that seven wells on the
Woodworth lease and five wells on adjacent leases to the south increased oil produc-
tion 1 to 16 barrels daily as a result of gas injection. Yearly oil production from
the Woodworth lease increased from 17,300 barrels in 1942 to 20,000 in 1943 and 19Uk,
In 1946 wells 11 and 12 were completed as oil producers, and yearly production in-
creased to 26,200 barrels, principally as a result of the completion of the two wells.
Well 13 was completed in 1949, The increased lease production resulting from these
completions made it difficult to estimate the volume of oil recovered by gas injection.

It has been estimated that, without gas injection, yearly oil production would
have declined about 3—1/2 percent per year., Using this decline rate and deducting
the o0il produced from new wells as indicated by well tests it is estimated that to
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January 1951 gas injection resulted in recovery of an additional 19,800 barrels of
0il from the lease, equivalent to 825 barrels per acre,

The Pure 0il Co. Westheimer and Daube 60-Acre. - Gas injection into well 17 on
The Pure 0il Co. Westheimer and Daube 60-acre lease, secs. 9 and 10, T. 4 S., R. 3 W.,
was begun in March 1937.

The total oil-productive thickness of upper Healdton sands in this area ranges
from 60 to 100 feet (see fig. 12), but the individual sand numbers are lenticular and
contain shale and limestone streaks. The fourth sand is not productive in this area
(see fig. 10).

The lease was developed in 1914 and 1915 by drilling 17 oil wells. Initial daily
0il production ranged from 60 to 900 barrels of oil. Nine wells were deepened 10 to
4O feet in 1926, resulting in an increase in annual lease produc¢tifon—from 27,000 in
1925 to 49,000 barrels of oil in 1926. Seven wells were drilled during 1936 and 1937,
and the annual lease production increased from 44,000 to 57,000 barrels. Since 1937
0il has been produced from 23 wells on the lease.

Well 17, in the center of the lease, was drilled in 1916 and had an initial pro-
duction of 150 barrels of oil daily. This well, later converted to a gas-injection
well, penetrated three sands with a total thickness of 115 feet, In March 1937 a gas
line from The Pure 0il Co. Lowery-lease gasoline plant was connected to the casinghead
of the well (see fig. 36). From 20,000 to 100,000 cubic feet of gas daily, depending
upon the volume available, was injected into this well at pressures of 2 to 8 p.s.i.
In April 1943 gas injection was discontinued until May 1944 and has since been inter-
rupted for a few months each winter, when excess gas is not available for injection.
In May 1950 when gas injection was recommenced after the regular winter shut down
about 28,000 cubic feet of gas daily at a pressure of 9 p.s.i. was injected into the
well, Injection continued until November 1950 at about 30,000 cubic feet of gas per
day.

In April 1937, 1 month after injectlon was begun, eight wells surrounding the in-
Jection well had shown increases of 1/2 to 2 barrels in daily oil production. Since
March 1937, 15 wells on 33 acres have shown increases in the rate of oil production
that could be attributed to gas injection. One well on The Pure 0il Co. Westheimer
and Daube 80-acre lease to the south also was affected.

Production increases resulting from new well completions and deepening of other
wells make it difficult to calculate increases in the rate of oil production result-
ing from gas injection, and no attempt has been made to estimate this gained oil.
However, each time injection was discontinued temporarily, the rate of lease produc-
tion decreased sharply. The volume of gas injected has steadily decreased in recent
years, and the annual oil production from this lease had declined to approximately
15,000 barrels by 1950.

Sinclair 011 & Gas Co. Mullen. - Gas injection on the Sinclair 011l & Gas Co.
J. 8. Mullen 60-acre lease, sec. 3, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., was begun in November 1943
and is still in progress.

Figures 6 and 7 show the stratigraphy of the sands in this area. A more or less
continuous stray sand, open to oil production in most of the early wells, overlies
the first Healdton-sand member. Analyses of cores of the stray sands cut in November
1943 using water-base mud show the porosity, permeability, and oil saturation to be
19 percent, 20 millidarcys, and 26 percent, respectively. Averages of analyses of
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cores from the upper member of the first sand were as follows: Porosity, 30.1 per-
cent; permeability, 1,632 millidarcys; and oil saturation, 35 percent.

All inJjection wells were cased through the stray sands and through the upper
member of the first sand.

The first 16 wells on the Mullen lease were drilled between 1914 and 1916, and
by 1936, when infill drilling was begun the rate of oill production was declining at
about 3.2 percent per year. Four wells were drilled in 1937 and 1938, and one old
well was abandoned. By 1943 the rate of decline in o0il production from the 19 pro-
ducing wells on the lease was about 5.8 percent per year.

In November 1943 about 36,000 cubic feet of gas daily was inJected into newly
drilled wells 21 and 23 (see fig. 34) at pressures of 27 to 48 p.s.i. In July 194k
well 22, drilled in August 1943, was converted to an injection well. Casing in this
well was perforated opposite the upper member of the first sand, and a tubing packer
was set below the perforations. For a few years 24,000 to 31,000 cubic feet daily
of air and gas was injected through the perforations at about 7 p.s.i. pressure,
while a similar volume was injected through the tubing into lower sands at pressures
ranging from 167 to 205 p.s.i. Before gas injection was begun, the casingheads on
the producing wells on this lease were open to the atmosphere until vacuum applied
to offset wells on adjacent leases caused a flow of air into six of the Mullen wells.
When gas injection was begun in November 1943 vacuum equivalent to about 1 inch of
mercury was applied to the casingheads of all Sinclair 0il & Gas Co. Mullen wells.

The volume of gas injected was increased to 140,000 cubic feet daily in 1945,
was decreased slightly in 1947 and 1948, and was increased again to about 150,000
cubic feet per day in 1950 (see fig. 33). As the injected gas spread to nearby
wells 7, 11, and 20, back pressure was applied to the casingheads of these wells,
and vacuum on the more remote wells was increased to an amount equivalent to 3
inches of mercury. Areas of high gas production and the amount of back pressure
applied to wells 7, 11, 12, and 20 in November 1945 are shown in figure 33. As
the gas spread over the lease, vacuum and back pressure of the casingheads of the
producing wells were manipulated so as to force the gas to, and increase the oil
production from, the more-remote wells. Since injection was begun, virtually all
of the injected gas has been produced from the wells on the lease, so that gas has
not been stored underground and reservoir pressure has not increased.

First increases in the rate of oil production were noticed early in 194k on
wells 7, 9, 10, 11, 17, and 20; by November 1945 20 wells on the Mullen lease and
4 wells on adjacent leases had shown increases in the rate of oil production (see

fig. 33).

At the same time the three injection wells were drilled three new oil wells
also were drilled. Figure 34 shows the total lease production and the assumed pro-
duction of the original wells (those drilled before 1943) as obtained by subtracting
the production of the new wells from the total lease production. Although i1t is
possible that the new wells received some benefit from the gas inJection, the gained
oll has been calculated from the Iincrease in yearly oil production of the original
wells only. Figure 34 shows that the maximum yearly oil production from the original
wells was 24,000 barrels in 1945, and the rate of oil production in 1950 (15,500
barrels) is shown to be only slightly sbove that estimated by extrapolating the normal
production curve at 5.7-percent decline per year, From these data the oil gained
from the original wells by gas injection is estimated to be 35,600 barrels, or 685
barrels per acre, from 52 affected acres on the lease,

5125 - 53 -



Kewanee 0il Co, Willis. - The Kewanee 0il Co. Willis 4O-acre lease, sec. 6,
T. 4 S., R. 3 W., lies along the southwest flank of the field structure.

Drillers' logs show that two to five sands were penetrated in the producing
wells on the lease. The upper sands produce little oil and usually are cased off,
but one to three of the lower sands are left open for production. The injection
well, well 17, penetrated about 25 feet of oil sand.

Operations on this project were begun on June 1, 1948, when the Kewanee 0il
Co. began injecting about 8,000 cubic feet of gas daily into well 17 at a pressure
of 25 p.s.i. Injection was suspended in the winter when excess gas was not available.
During 1950, 11,000 cubic feet of gas daily was injected into well 17 at pressures
between 14 and 17 p.s.i.

At the beginning of gas injection, there were 17 wells on the lease producing
43 barrels of oil daily. Three wells Were asbandoned in November 1948, and one new
well (well 9-A) was campleted in January 1950.

Produced gas from the lease is gathered at a vacuum by the Harry Ells, Inc.,
gasoline plant. In 1948 gas sales were 5,071,000 cubic feet, an increase of 781,000
cubic feet over those of the previous year. Based on these figures the average lease
gas-oil ratio increased from 278 cubic feet per barrel in 1947 to 328 cubic feet per
barrel late in 1948. In 1949 gas sales were 3,922,000 cubic feet but,in 1950 had
declined to 3,527,000 cublc feet.

The effects of gas injection on oil production from this lease have not been
too well defined. When gas injection was begun oil production was declining at the
rate of approximately 4 percent per year. Monthly oil production for June 1948,
when inJjection was begun, was 1,276 barrels and in August was 1,337 barrels. 0il
production from well 9-A, drilled in January 1950, increased the rate from the Willis
lease much more than did gas injection, so that it is impossible to calculate the
increase resulting from the injection accurately. In 1949 individual well tests
showed increases totaling 2-1/2 barrels of oil daily from six wells on 12 acres sur-
rounding the injection well. In 1950, five wells were showing Increases in the rate
of o0il production totaling 5-1/& barrels daily. Based upon these well tests it is
estimated that approximately 3,500 barrels of oil was gained by January 1951, as a
result of the injection of excess gas into well 17.

Shell 0il Co., Inc., Wirt Franklin. - In June 1929, the injection of gas was
begun into the Shell 0il Co., Inc., Wirt Franklin lease, sec., 8, T. ¥ S., R. 3 W.,
wells 1, 20, and 22, Well 1 was the discovery well for the Healdton field.

Structure sections (not presented) through this lease show four Healdton sands with
stray sands above. The strays were open in the early wells but cased off in those
drilled later. Most wells penetrate only the upper Healdton sands, but some were
drilled through the fourth sand and into the Ordovician limestone. The three injec-
tion wells penetrated about 110 feet of the upper Healdton sands. Well 28, converted
to gas injection in August 1929, originally was drilled into the Ordovician limestone,
but oil was not found below the third sand, and the well was plugged back before being
used for gas injection. Figure 34 shows the gas-injection and oil-production history
of the lease between 1928 and 1942. When gas injectlon was begun, about 88,000 cubic
feet of gas daily was injected into the three wells.

By November 1929, after well 28 was converted to a gas-injection well, the total
volume of gas injected was increased to about 150,000 cubic feet daily (see fig. 34).
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In April 1930 wells 20, 22, and 28 were abendoned as gas-inJjection wells and converted
to oil producers. Average dally volumes varying from 160,000 cubic feet in 1931 to
72,000 cubic feet in 1934 were injected into well 1 at pressures of 60 to 65 p.s.i.

In December 1934 gas was injected through well 45, The initial daily production of
this well, drilled in November 1934, was 36 barrels of oil per day. Gas was injected
for 2 months without results, so the well was returned to oil production in February
1935. Well 47, drilled as a dry hole in April 1935, was used for gas injection, The
average volume of gas injected into wells 1 and 47 in 1939 was about 70,000 cubic feet
daily. The project was discontinued in December 1939; well 1 was returnmed to oll pro-
duction and well 47 shut down.

Produced gas from the lease was gathered by the Shell 0il Co., Inc., Barco gaso-
line plant. Average dailly gas sales were 141,000 cubic feet in 1928 before gas in-
Jjection was begun but increased to 170,000 cubic feet in 1931 and 1932. Gas produc-
tion increased considerably in 1935, and sales of about h75,000 cubic feet daily
were made in 1936. These increases are attributed to the 23 oil wells completed
during the infill-drilling program in 1935 and 1936, some of which produced large
volumes of gas. Gas production dropped sharply after 1936; gas sales averaged
130,000 cubic feet daily in 1940, Two of the 35 oil wells, which were producing at
the beginning of gas injection, were abandoned during the injection period.

The rate of oil production first increased in August 1929 and amounted to 25
barrels daily for wells 24 and 25. Ten wells on 50 acres surrounding the injection
wells had shown increases in oil production by January 1930, and by 1934 the entire
lease had been affected by the injection. Daily lease production in May 1929 aver-
aged 596 barrels of oll and increased steadily to a maximum of 644 barrels in July
1931, Total lease production increased rapidly after the infill-drilling program,
which was begun late in 1934 and reached a peak in 1936. Injected-gas volumes were
increased in 1935, causing an increase in the rate of oil production from the origi-
nal wells. The increased oil production from the original wells, which can be
attributed to deepenings and clean-outs in 1935, has been deducted from the total
increase from the original wells, and only the increase due to gas injection is
shown in figure 34,

After 1936 interference from the infill wells caused an abnormal decline of oil X;
production from the original wells. The normal decline of-the originail-wells without
gas Injection was calculated to be 6 to 4.5 percent per year. Based upon the history (\
of other projects, it may be assumed that, with gas injection, the actual output of A
the original wells would have declined at a rate greater than the normal decline rate
without gas injection, as is shown in figure 34. A rate of 8 percent per year has
been used to illustrate this more rapid decline in the production of the original
wells with gas injection.

The cross-hatched area sbove the estimated normal-decline curve (fig. 34%) is an
estimate of the oil gained as a result of gas injection, amounting to about 168,000
barrels. 0il production from infill wells mey have been increased by the gas injec-
tion, but the production from these infill wells was not considered, so that the
above figure 1s a reasonable estimate of the ampunt of oil attributable to gas
injection.

Humble 0il Co. (now Shell 0il Co., Inc.) L. Tubbee. - Gas injection on the L,
Tubbee lease, sec. 24, T. + S , R. 3 W., was begun by the Humble 0il Co. in May 1928,
The injection well, in the center of the 160-acre lease (see fig. 33), was completed
in January of that year and had an initial daily production of 5 barrels of oil.
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The well penetrated a number of sandy shales that showed oil, but most of these were
cased off. A perforated liner was set on the bottom opposite about 43 feet of shale
and oil sand.

During the injection period oil was being produced from 35 wells. It is not
knowrn. if vacuum was applied to these wells during the life of the project.

Repressuring operations were undertaken with the idea of checking the decline in
rate of oil production. Crude-oil prices were decreasing, so it was not deemed advis-
able to make any great effort to increase the rate of production. In the beginning
air was injected into the formation at the rate of 50,000 cubic feet daily at unknown
pressures.

The first noticeable effect of inJjection was an increase in the rate of oil pro-
duction from wells 27 and 28 along the west side of the lease., Well 17, also on the
west side, was affected early in the life of the project, and within 11 weeks the
combined oil production from wells 17 and 28 had increased from 17-1/2 to 44-1/2
barrels daily. Other wells on the west side showed slight increases, but those east
of the injection well were not appreciably affected. Since much of the gas appeared
to be moving toward the west side of the lease, the fluid level was raised on those
wells along the west side of the lease to try to force the gas toward other wells.
On July 14 the tubing in well 17 was raised 42 feet, and oil production from the
well decreased abruptly. O0il production increased by November 1928 until it was at
the former rate of production. On July 18 the tubing in well 27 was raised 54 feet,
which resulted in a drop in daily oil production from that well that continued until
the middle of December 1928. Raising the tubing in the two wells on the west side
of the lease caused the gas to spread to other parts of the lease. By the end of
July 15 wells - 3 on the east side - had shown increases in the rate of oil production.

Total lease production increased to a peak of 4,432 barrels during July 1928,
Gas was substituted for air in July 1928, and the daily injected volume was decreased
from 50,000 cubic feet to about 17,00C. The rate of oil production declined in August
but increased to a new peak of 4,563 barrels in October following an increase in the
rate of gas inJjection to 36,000 cubic feet per day. By the end of 1928 an area of
about 149 acres, which included 32 producing wells, had been affected by the injec-
tion (see fig. 33). Wells 2, 4, and 14 on the lease had shown no change in rate of
01l production.

During 8 months of operation between May and December 1928 an average of 30,700
cubic feet daily of air and gas, or a cumulative volume of about 7,500,000 cubic feet,
was injected. Injection may have continued until early in 1929, but the exact date
of discontinuasnce is not known.

Semiannual production for the L. Tubbee lease averaged about 22,000 barrels

© - during the period immediately before gas injection. Based upon the average decline

of other leases in this area, it is estimated that the normal 6-month rate of decline
for the Tubbee lease would have ranged from 4 percent in 1925 to 1.1 in 1931.
Semiannual oil production remained above this estimated decline rate between 1928 and
1931 but dropped below it between 1931 and 1936. During the earlier period (1928-31) i
the increased oil production attributable to gas injection amounted to about 18,200
barrels, whereas the lost production in the later period (1931-36) amounted to 5,700
barrels. Undoubtedly a large part of the lost production was the result of operation
curtailment during the depression years because of low crude-oil prices. If all of
the lost production i1s subtracted from the oil gained during the earlier period, the
net gain as a result of gas injection would amount to 12,500 barrels, or 84 barrels
per acre,
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Infill drilling, beginning in 1936 and continuing through 1940, resulted in
increases in annual oil production from 33,500 to 80,000 barrels - overshadowing
the former increases by gas injection.

Kewanee 0il Co. 8. Jones. - The Kewanee 0il Co. S. Jones 120-acre lease, sec, 4
T. 4 5., R. 3 W., is in the north central part of the field. On June 1, 1936, the
Kewanee 0il Co. began to inject excess gas into well 32 primarily as a gas-conserva-
tion project and not as a planned repressuring operation. Later other injection
wells were added,

2

About 89 feet of the second and third Healdton sands was open in the injection
wells., Structure and correlation sections Y-Y' and Z-Z' (figs.6 and 7) show the
thickness and attitude of the upper sands underlying the northeast part of the lease,
The fourth Healdton sand is absent in certain areas of the lease (see figs. 10 and 19),.

0il was being produced from the Healdton sands through 34 wells when gas injec-
tion was begun in June 1936; one well was abandoned in July 1937, and one new well
was drilled in October 1937.

Vacuum in varying amounts was applied to the casingheads of most of the pro-
ducing wells, less vacuum being applied to those wells surrounding the injection
wells than to those more distant, During the periocd of gas injection through well
32,a back pressure of approximately 18 p.s.i. was maintained on the casinghead of
the adjacent well (well 30) to prevent channeling to that well and to force the gas
to more remote areas.

At the beginning of gas injection in June 1936 approximately 30,000 cubic feet
per day of gas was injected into well 32 through the casing, while oil was being
produced through the tubing. In 1940, when wells 29 and 39 were converted to gas-~
injection wells, the total volume of gas injected was increased to 90,000 cubic feet
per day. After injection through well 39 was discontinued in June 1940 volumes in-
jected were decreased irregularly until 194k, when only 4,000 to 5,000 cubic feet
per day was being injected. Gas injection was discontinued in August 1946,

By January 1937, 11 wells on 45 acres surrounding injection well 32 had shown
increases in the rate of oil production. By January l9hl, 5 other wells also had
shown increases, thus raising the total area affected to approximately 75 acres.
From the data available it appears that during the later life of the injection
proJject additional acreage was not affected. Monthly oil production from the
lease increased from 7,288 barrels in January 1936 to a peak of 8,222 barrels in
December of that year, a daily increase of about 30 barrels of oil. Records of
volumes of gas produced before 1940 are not available, but in 1940 the average
daily gas sales were about 170,000 cubic feet, After 1940 the amount of gas pro-
duced and sold declined irregularly to about 65,000 cubic feet daily in 1945 but
thereafter increased to an average of 98,000 cubic feet daily in August 1946.

Gas produced from the lease was sold to the Harry Ells, Inc., gasoline plant, and
the dry gas returned from the plant was used for injection.

Based upon earlier production records and the decline in yearly production of
unaffected wells, an extrapolated curve representative of a normal decline rate of
from 4 to 2 percent per year was constructed for the lease. As a result of gas in-
Jjected, the actual rate of oil production between July 1936 and January 1941 exceeded
that estimated from the extrapolated curve, but after January 1941 it dropped below
that estimated rate, By implication, oil recovery was hastened by gas injection, and
the net gain to January 1951 was only in the neighborhood of 1,700 barrels,
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The Pure 0il Co. F, Lowery. - Well 28 on this lease in sec. 4, T. 4 S., R. 3 W.,
was connected to the return gas line from the Harry Ells, Inc., gasoline plant in
May 1946; during that month about 25,000 cubic feet of gas daily was injected through
the well at a pressure of approximately 20 p.s.i.

Structure sections (not presented) across the lease show two main oil-producing
sands, with the thickness ranging from 26 to 120 feet. Thirty feet of the oil-pro-
ductive sand was open in injection well 28,

Between May and October 1946, when gas injection was suspended, an average of
20,000 cubic feet of gas was injected daily into well 28 at pressures ranging from
16 to 20 p.s.i. Between May and November 1947 well 32 instead of well 28 was con-
nected to the return gas line and about 40,000 cubic feet of gas daily was injected,
at pressures between 5 and 32 p.s.i. For short periods during the summers of 1948,
1949, and 1950, limited amounts of excess gas were injected into the casinghead of
well 32. The well was producing oil through the tubing at the same time.

Twenty-eight wells on this 90-acre lease were producing sbout 31 barrels of oil
daily from Healdton sands when injection was begun. Ten of the wells surrounding the
injection well have shown slight increases or sustained rates of oil production as a
result of the gas inJjection; however, the volume of gas never was enough to stem the
steady decline in yearly oil production from the whole lease, In 1950 the Healdton-
sand wells were producing approximately 24 barrels of oil daily.

Schermerhorn 0il Corp. Fee 40-Acre. - The Schermerhorn 0il Corp. Fee 4O-acre
lease, sec. 5, T. 4+ S., R. 3 W., contains 40 oil-productive acres on which 24 wells
have been drilled.

The thickness of the oil-productive upper Healdton sands, into which gas was
injected, ranges from 13 to 181 feet, being thickest in the middle of the lease and
thinnest along the north line and in the southeast corner (fig. 12). Injection well
16, drilled in November 1916, penetrated an upper oil sand, sbout 90 feet thick, and
a thinner, limy sand below,about 20 feet thick. Well 26 (drilled in September 1926)
penetrated a thick, nonproductive upper sand and a lower, oil-productive sand 26 feet
thick.

The inJjection project was begun late in March 1935, when there were 15 old and 2
recently drilled oil wells on the lease, 0il produced from the 40- and 20-acre Fee
leases is produced together into the same tanks, so that the production from the 4%0-
acre lease could not be computed separately. In March 1935 daily production of oil
from both leases averaged 400 barrels.

Because of new wells completed just before and during gas injection, a graph of
total lease production does not indicate clearly the results of the injection. The
graph does show that the oil production was considerably higher than the estimated
yearly production obtained by extrapolating a decline curve before infill drilling
and gas inJjection. The production decline curve was extrapolated at yearly percentage
declines ranging from 11.7 to 7 percent.

Well 16 was converted to an injection well late in March 1935, and an average
daily volume of about 450,000 cubic feet of air was injected at 30 p.s.i. On April
13, 1935, gas was added to the air for injection. Injection through well 16 was dis-
continued in July 1935 and begun through well 26, The compressors were shut down on
August 15, 1935, and injection was not recommenced until late in October of the same
year. In November 1935 the plant was shut down for repairs, and there is no record
of any gas injection after that date.
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During the period of air and ges injection it appeared that channeling occurred
to the line wells on leases west and south of the Schermerhorn 0il Corp. Fee U4O-acre
lease., The wells on these leases were reported as producing air during the early
period of the air injection. When shut in, the pressures in the line wells on
Schermerhorn 0il Corp. Fee 40-acre lease decreased rapidly. Casing leaks in the
line wells, which allowed air to migrate to upper sands with accompanying decreases
in pressure, was considered another possible cause of the loss of pressure.

The daily gas production from the Schermerhorn 0il Corp. Fee 4O-acre lease in-
creased from about 4,600 cubic feet per day in March 1935 to a peak of 493,300 cubic
feet per day on August 19, 1935. After the plant was shut down in August 1935, gas
production declined, so that, by December 15, 1935, the daily gas production was about
163,000 cubic feet, and in January 1935 daily gas production was 22,500 cubic feet.

The scarcity of tests of the rate of o0il production of individual wells does not
permit an estimation of the affected area on the basis of 0il increases. However,
monthly gas-production tests show that gas production from virtually all wells in-
creased as a result of the injection.

From an extrapolation of the decline curve of the rate of oil production from
the 40- and the 20-acre leases it is estimated that approximately 1,740 barrels of
0il was gained during the 8 months of operation. This estimate is conservative be-
cause new wells drilled during the period of gas injection were not considered as
being affected by gas injection.

The Pure 0il Co. Westheimer and Daube 80-Acre. - Since July 1946 small amounts
of excess gas have been injected through the casing of The Pure 0il Co. Westheimer
and Daube 80-acre lease, well 18, sec. 9, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. 1In October 1946 about
3,000 cubic feet daily was being injected at 14 to 18 p.s.i. During the gas-injection
period some oil was produced through the tubing of the same well. The injection well
near the center of the lease penetrated three oil sands totaling 87 feet in thickness.

Individual tests show that adjacent wells 8 and 16 had temporary increases of
about 1/2 barrel in daily oil production. Well 4 in the northeast cormer of the lease
showed some increases in daily oil production as a result of the gas injection on the
adjacent Westheimer and Daube 60-acre lease.

Miscellaneous Injection Projects. - On several small leases one or more wells
called volume wells have been connected temporarily to the gas-return line from the
Harry Ells, Inc., gasoline plant, The primary purpose was to cycle any excess dry
gas returned from the gasoline plant during the summer months so that it would pick
up gasoline vapors from the formation oil and the enriched gas could be sold to the
gasoline plant. Included in this group of volume wells are Kewanee 0il Co. Frazier
lease, well 13 in sec, 15; Keck 30-acre lease, well 1 in sec., 5; and C. R Smith
lease, well 5 in sec. 5, all in T. 4 3., R. 3 W.

In 1934 an attempt was made to inject gas into Magnolia Petroleum Co, Smalley
well 35 in sec. 10, T. 4 S., R. 3 W. Very little gas could be injected at 1,500 p.s.i.

Brine Disposal

In recent years large quantities of produced brine have been disposed in subsur-
face formations in the Healdton field. As of November 1, 1951, 14 disposal wells,
most of them on leases in the western and northwestern part of the field, were receiving
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approximately 7,100 barrels daily of produced brine. This was nearly half of the
1h,600 barrels of brine produced daily in the field. In most of the disposal wells,
brine was being injected into Ordovician formations through 7-inch casing set and
cemented through the Healdton sands. However, in three structurally low wells,
produced brine was being returned to the fourth Healdton sand.

Usually treatment is not reguired to condition the brine for subsurface injec-
tion, although at one disposal well the produced brine is aerated in an open tank
before being injected (see fig. 37, lower photograph). To inject the brine a 3-cycle,
2—1/2— by 4-inch Gaso pump was being used to pump nearly 2,000 barrels per day of
produced brine into the well at a pressure of sbout 400 p.s.i. At four other dis-
posal wells surface-injection pressures ranging from 150 to 550 p.s.l. are required
to inject volumes ranging from 320 to 2,500 barrels of brine per day. In nine other
disposal wells, all available brine was injected by gravity. Figure 37, upper photo-
graph, shows one of these wells in sec. 16, T. 4 S., R. 3w, In March 1942 this well
was converted from sn oil we>l to a disposal well in the fourth Healdton sand. To
September 1, 1951, 677,000 barrels of produced brine from the Healdton sands had been
injected into this well. Several structurally higher wells on this lease, which pro-
duce oil from the fourth sand, are receiving some benefit from the flooding by the
injected water.

MOBILE-OIL RESERVES

In the section Reservoir Conditions, it was stated that the volume of mobile oil
originally present in the Healdton sands (measured at stock-tank conditions), was
approximately 422 million barrels. To January 1, 1951 about half of this mobile oil
had been recovered.

Figure 38 shows the areal distribution, in barrels per acre, of the remaining
oil. The illustrated data were obtained by subtracting the total produced oil for
each lease from the mobile oil originally present and dividing this remainder by the
number of productive acres of the lease. To compensate for possible drainage, produc-
tion data and estimated reserve data for several adjoining leases occasionally were
combined, as shown by the outlined areas in figure 38.

Because in most of the wells, o0il was produced simultaneously from several sands
it is impossible to calculate what fraction of the 211 million barrels of produced oil
was recovered from the separate sands and, by deduction, how the remaining mobile oil
is distributed among the several sand zones. Much of the oil undoubtedly was produced
from the first developed and more extensive upper sands, but probably 180 to 200
million barrels of mobile oil remain in these sands. Reserves in the naturally water-
flooded fourth-sand zone are comparatively less important.

The economic recovery of oil reserves remaining in the Healdton sands depends
upon the type of mechanism that displaces o0il from the pore spaces and upon the pres-
sure differentials available to move it through the reservoir sand into the well bores.
It is well-recognized that the mobility or freedom with which oil will move through
the sand depends upon the o0il saturation of the sand and upon the viscosity of the oil
and that as oil saturation decreases and viscosity increases more pressure is required
to move o0il through the sand to the producing wells.

In the upper-sand reservoirs relatively inefficient solution-gas expansion was
the displacement mechanism; and, since little, if any, of the original reservoir pres-

sure now remains, only that relatively small pressure differential created by vacuum
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Figure 37. - Brine-disposal wells, Healdton oil field, Carter County, Okla.
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application and gravity is now acting to move oil to the wells. The rate of produc-
tion is decreasing yearly, and the history of wells and leases producing from the
upper sands clearly indicates that much mobile oil will not be recovered unless some
extraneous pressure is applied to the reservoir to move oil to the producing wells.

In most areas of the fourth sand a natural water drive is supplying the mechanism
and pressure necessary to effect an efficient recovery of mobile-oil reserves, Cal-
culations made for one lease showed that the efficiency of this natural water drive
in recovering mobile oil from the fourth sand was about 83 percent, as campared to a
calculated efficiency of less than 50 percent for depleted upper sands without benefit
of water displacement.

WATER FLOODING

The oll-production history and reserves remaining in the Healdton sands have
been discussed in the preceding pages. The principal purpose of this report is to
encourage recovery of these oil reserves by outlining methods and problems involved
in their production.

The injection of water into partly depleted oil-bearing sands simulates a natural
water drive and is the most efficient secondary-recovery method in common use. Water
flooding *has been used successfully in meny oil fields in Kansas (18), Oklahoma (19,
20), Texas (21), Illinois (22), Pennsylvania (23), and California TE&). Recoveries
exceeding 100 percent of the primary recovery have been obtained in some of these
areas. By carefully considering the many factors involved and controlling the in-
jeeted fluid, water flooding can be used to recover much additional oil from the
Healdton sands.

Theoretical Considerations

Efficiency

Earlier in this report efficiency was defined as the ratio of recovered oil to
mobile o0il originally in place, mobile oil in the Healdton sands being that oil in
the interconnected pore space that exceeds 29 percent saturation. Theoretical calcu-
lations show that at the time the injected water first reaches the producing well in
the conventional five-spot pattern (four input wells surrounding one oil well), about
72 percent of the area between the wells has been swept by the injected water. For
other pastterns, the area swept ranges from 32 to 89 percent. This theoretical ares
swept applies only to a homogeneous sand or uniform thickness., Discontinuous sands,
open channels, fractures, tight streaks, highly water-saturated zones, and differences
in fluid viscosity are other important factors affecting the area swept and the effi-
ciency of any water flood.

Mechanism

Buckley and Leverett (gz), in describing the mechanism of water flooding, have
stated that during an initial phase the water saturation in the sand increases rapidly
and oil is eJjected ahead of an advancing water front. During & subordinate phase both
0il and water flow through the sand with a gradual increase in water saturation, so
that water flows more readily and effects the removal of comparatively small and con-
tinuously decreasing volumes of oil.
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According to Dickey and Bossler (26):

The percentage saturations of oil, water and gas in a depleted
field determine whether it will be economically possible to recover
0il by secondary methods, and whether water-flooding or gas-driving,
or either, will be successful,

It is suggested that economic recovery of oil by secondary water-
flooding can occur only when a rich bank of oil is formed by the en-
croaching water. If the sand has a greater effective permeability to
water than it hes to oil before flooding, a bank will not be formed,
and water flooding will not be successful, . . .

Horner (27) has cited leases where water flooding has failed because of high
initial water saturation.

Relative Permeability

Leverett and Lewis (28) have shown that, in unconsolidated sands, the relative
permeability to either oil or water depends primarily upon the saturation of that
phase. Their experiments were made on unconsolidated sands and their quantitative
results are exact only for loose sands. Inspection and analyses of core samples
indicate that many of the Healdton sands are loose or poorly cemented. Without
definite relative permeability data on the Healdton sands, it is assumed that, with
care and within certain limitations, the data of Leverett and Lewis can be applied
to many of the sands in the Healdton field to indicate relative permeability.

Mobility

The mobility of a liquid depends upon the relative permeability of the sand to
that liquid and upon its viscosity. Dykstra and Parsons (gg) have defined mobility
as the ratio of a liquid's relative permeability to its viscosity. The mobility ratio,
the comparative ease with which two liquids will move through & sand, depends directly
upon the relative permeability of the sand to those liguids and inversely upon the
viscosities of the liquids. If the ratio of the mobility of the water to the mobility
of the oil is less than 1, a bank of o0il is formed ahead of the water when it is in-
Jjected into an oil sand.

In an attempt to apply mobility ratios to water flooding of the Healdton oil
sands, figure 39 was constructed to show the limiting initial oil and water satura-
tions that, at representative viscosities, would result in a mobility ratio of 0.9.
A mobility ratio of 0.9 instead of 1.0 was arbitrarily selected to provide a safety
margin of oil saturation, which would assure the formation of an oil bank ahead of
in jected water.

Viscosity

Table 8 lists viscosities of Healdton oils at 80° F., ranging between 8.7 and 58.9
centipoises, Because sample C-4 may have been weathered and therefore is not repre-
sentative of Healdton oil in the reservoir, sample C-1 with a viscosity of 31.7 centi-
poises, was considered in the calculations as the upper viscosity limit of Healdton
crudes. Temperatures of Healdton sands range between 86° F. at 1,250 feet and 73° F.
at 650 feet. At these limiting temperatures, the extremes of viscosity of Healdton
o0ils are 8.1 and 34.0 centipoises. The viscosity of injected water is considered to
range from 1.1 centipoises at 60° F. to 0.8 centipoises at 86° F.
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Theoretical Application to Healdton Field

Curves A, B, and C (fig. 39) show the minimum oil and maximum water saturatioms
permissible to water-flood Healdton sands successfully under assumed flooding conditions.

Curve A is the limit of liquid saturations, in percent, to permit a mobility ratio
of 0.9 for an oil viscosity of 8.1 centipoises and a flooding-water viscosity of 1.1
centipoises. This combination of oil and water viscosities is considered to include
the widest range of floodaeble ligquid saturations possible in the Healdton field.
Curve C marks the 1limit of liquid saturations for an oil of 34.0 centipoises viscosity
and a flooding-water viscosity of 0.8 centipoise, which would include the narrowest
range of permissable liguid saturations in the Healdton field., Curve B represents
the limiting liquid-saturation conditions for the average o0il in the Healdton field -
oil 13.3 and water 1.0 centipoises,

In figure 39, the shaded areas bounded by the three curves, A, B, or C are those
areas that contain the combinations of water and oil saturations that in the Healdton
sands could be flooded successfully. The area above any of these curves includes
saturations unfavorable for water flooding - o0il saturations too low or water satura-
tions too high to permit the formation of an oil bank.

From a study of figure 39, it is apparent that, under similar conditions, more
water saturation and less oil saturation are permissible for less viscous oils to
permit formation of an cil bank. In deep sands a wider range of oil and water satu-
rations is floodable, since viscosity of the oil is lower at the higher temperatures
prevailing there. For example, the C-type oil illustrated in figure 39 should not
be floodable at 50-percent oil and 20-percent water saturation at a viscosity of 34
centipoises, which would obtain at a depth of 600 feet, whereas a sand with these oil
and water saturations should be floodable at a depth of 1,300 feet, where the tempera-
ture would be about 90° F. and where the viscosity of the same oil would be 27.5
centipoise.

Injection Rates and Pressures

Water-injection rates and pressures are the subject of much controversy. Some
operators believe that low injection rates (2 to 5 barrels per acre-foot per day)
increase efficiency, whereas others claim that higher rates recover more oil. Usually
there is a critical pressure (about 1 p.s.i. per foot of depth) above which the for-
mation may be ruptured, resulting in extreme bypassing and chammeling to producing
wells with subsequent loss in efficiency.

Sources and Treatment of Water

In considering water flooding of o0il sands in the Healdton field an adequate
volume of water for injection probably would be the most important problem confront-
ing the operators. In other fields developed for water flooding, both surface and
subsurface water commonly are used for flooding. Where a river or large stream is
available, such as the Verdigris River in Nowata and Rogers Counties, Okla., or the
Arkansas River in the Burbank pool, surface water 1s being used successfully. Some-
times rain water collected in ponds is used, but this seldom is satisfactory for a
regular flood. The streams draining the Healdton field area are not large encugh to
provide the volume of water necessary for successful flooding. Possibly a combination
of several sources of water could be used to obtain the volume of water required.

5125 - 63 -



Many of the wells drilled in the field penetrated a number of upper Permian
sands that were reported by the driller as water-bearing. Water for the city of
Healdton in sec. 2, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., and for many lease operations is obtained from
these shallow Permian sands at depths between 175 and 40O feet. The city-water-
supply wells showed initial daily production rates ranging from 500 to 1,000 barrels.
It is problematical whether such volumes of water could be produced continuously by
these wells,

Table 12 gives analyses of six samples of water produced from wells in the
Healdton fileld., Three of the mineral analyses were made on samples of water produced
from Permian sands, two on samples produced from the Healdton oil sands, and one on
a sample of water produced from an Ordovician formation.

Study of the analyses shows that the Permain-sand water could be injected into
the Healdton sands with comparatively little chemical or physical conditioning in a
water-injection system completely closed from the atmosphere. Because of the fairly
high oxygen content and the low supersaturation of carbonates, it might be necessary
to usé an inhibitor to minimize corrosion (30). Even in a closed water-injection
system it is likely that the Permian-sand waters, as produced, would contain organic
matter, and an algesecide or bactericide should be used, particularly in warm weather,
to prevent plugging in the inJjection wells.

Examination of the clay minerals associated with the Healdton oil sands indicates
that these clays are of the nonswelling type, and probably Permian-sand waters could
be injected without hydrating the clays and plugging the sand.

Although considerable water is produced with the o0il in the Healdton field (see
figs. 17, 18, 21, and 22), the volume of the water produced on any lease would not be
adequate for a regular water-flooding project. Produced water from several leases
might be gathered at a central point to constitute a major portion of the water re-
quirements for a small flood. For instance, in the northwestern part of the field
about 4,400 baerrels of water is produced daily from 21 leases, This might be enough
water to flood a sand 30 feet thick on one 80-acre lease.

Analyses of two samples of brine produced from Healdton sands in separate areas
of the field are shown as samples 4 and 5, table 12, The brines contain comparatively
large quantities of dissolved iron, free carbon dioxide, and carbonate supersaturation.
Because of changing conditions of temperature and pressure accompanying production and
injection, it would be almost impossible to maintain these components in solution.
In a closed water-injection system they might be precipitated and plug the formation.
An open water-injection system permitting complete aeration and settling would be more
satisfactory.

Brine sample 6, in table 12, was produced from an Ordovician formation approxi-
mately 3,900 feet in depth, When this well was drilled in 1924 a large volume of
water was reported in the formations below the present depth of the well, and the
well was plugged back., Water from this lower formation would be suitable to use in
water flooding the Healdton oil sands, provided it is properly treated before injec-
tion. The possibility of using waters from Ordovician formations as a supply source
should be investigated further.
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Where an extraneous water is used for flooding provisions usually are made to
recycle the brine produced with the crude oil. In many water-flooding proJjects two
or more water-supply sources are used, If water from the Permian sands was mixed
with produced brine a closed water-injection system would not be practical because
the Healdton sand waters contain barium in quantities ranging from 20 to 70 p.p.m.
If these waters were mixed with the Permain-sand waters containing 5 to 30 p.p.m.
of soluble sulfates, insoluble barium sulfate would be precipitated and would plug
the formation. The dissolved oxygen in the Permian-sand waters would oxidize the
dissolved iron in the Healdton-sand waters, causing it to form a precipitate, which
might plug the formation also. Without chemical treatment the dissolved oxygen
would cause excessive corrosion of metallic equipment.

The most practical method of conditioning the waters for injection would be to
use an open system and condition the produced brines before mixing them with Permian-
sand waters. Figure 40 is a diagram of a proposed open-type treating system. The
produced brine should be aerated to oxidate the ferrous iron compounds to insoluble
ferric compounds, to release part of the dissolved free carbon dioxide, and to reduce
the supersaturation of carbonates., Chemical treatment with lime probably would be
needed to stabilize the free carbon dioxide, to maintain the carbonate balance, and
to reduce the supersaturation of carbonates to a concentration where only a thin,
protective coating of carbonates would be deposited on the interior walls of pipes
and other metallic surfaces. A coagulant, such as aluminum sulfate, should be
added to aid in congealing of the precipitates.

Chemicals might be added to the waters by dry-chemical feeders as the mixed
water gravitated from the aeration pond through a chamber set in the pond dike
and into the sedimentation pond. Water and chemicals could be agitated with a
mechanical mixer in the chamber. For reserve supply and detention time, the sedi-
mentation pond, as shown in figure 40, should be large enough to hold a volume of
water equivalent to that injected in 3 days and should contain baffles designed to
afford maximum mixing and detention of the water to permit sedimentation.

In an open water-injection system some sterilizing agent probably would have to
be used to control the growth of organic matter, particularly during the summer
months. The most advantageous point to introduce the sterilizing agent would be
between the sedimentation pond and the filters, or in the last compartment of the
sedimentation pond.

Probable characteristics of a water resulting from the mixing of waters from
different sources cannot be predicted. Details as to definite treatment procedures
and quantities of chemicals needed for adequate conditioning would have to be worked
out from theoretical consideration of characteristics of waters available and the
ratio in which they were to be mixed. Tests and analyses should be made after the
rlant is operating.

The filter medium could be sand, crushed anthracite, or diatomsceous earth,
which could be supported on successive layers of graded, crushed rock or a screen.
The filters should be connected so that the beds could be back-washed with water from
the clear-water tank pumped into the bottom of the filters, upward through the bed,
and then to the reaction end of the sedimentation pond.

The effluent from the filters would flow into a clear-water tank or a partly
submerged concrete clear-water well from where i1t would be pumped to the input wells,
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If the input wells are drilled with rotary tools, they could be campleted inex-
pensively without casing. To prevent caving, washed gravel should be packed in the
hole opposite the producing sands. Two-inch tubing cbuld be set on a packer above
the sand and securely cemented to prevent upward movement of the injected water.
Normally, input wells require little servicing except to back-flow or treat with
mud acid, and such an input well should last the life of the flooding project. To
aid in salvaging the tubing after the project was flooded out, right- and left-hand-
thread nipples could be installed just above the top of the cement.

Three Areas Suitable for Water-Flooding Tests

Although many of the sands in the Healdton field might be flooded successfully,
certain sands in local areas are considered especially suitable for initial water-
flooding tests. Figure 41 shows three areas, A, B, and C, where the first or second
Healdton sand probably could be flooded successfully.

In area A, containing 2,400 acres along the northeast flank of the structure,
the upper member of the first Healdton sand varies in thickness between 20 and 100
feet, Detailed correlation studies indicate that this sand is fairly continuous
throughout the area. The structure of the top of this sand member is shown in
figure 11. The depth varies from about 150 feet above sea level in the southwest
corner of sec. 4, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., to about 150 feet below sea level along the east
edge of sec. 10, T. 4 S, R. 3 W.

The upper member of the first Healdton sand was cored, using water-base mud in
16 wells in area A, and analysis of the cores show the average porosity of the sand
in individual wells to range from 20.9 to 31.7 percent, The oil saturation of these
cores ranged from 34.6 to 60.0 percent. As some of these cores presumably were partly
flushed by the drilling fluid, the actual oil saturation of the reservoir rock might
be higher than the reported values. The permeability of cores from these wells ranged
from 210 to 2,316 millidarcys. Based upon the permeability - connate-water relation-
ship as shown in figure 15, the connate-water content of the oil sands represented by
the cores should range between 12.3 and 22.0 percent and average 15.4 percent.

Throughout most of this area the first sand has been under vacuum for a number
of years and is partly depleted, so that recently drilled wells do not record "free"
0il from these sands. In sec. 6, T. &% S., R. 3 W., many logs of early wells show 100
or more feet of solid sand section, but logs of later wells drilled in this area,
show sand and shale or broken sand. Electric logs show 40 to 50 feet of oil-produc-
tive sand in a total of 60 to 70 feet of section.

In the NW1/4 sec. 5, T. 4 5., R. 3 W., the sand was cored in many wells, and
analyses of these cores show the sand to be fairly uniform and continuous with only
minor shale partings. However, several faults (see fig. 11) are present in the north
half of section 5 and could act as barriers to the movement of fluids. Because of
these faults, much of the NEL/4 sec. 5 is not considered as the most satisfactory
area for water flooding.

In sec., 4, T, 4 S., R. 3 W,, the upper member of the first Healdton sand is
shown as having thicknesses of approximately 4O to 60 feet (see fig. 41). In many
areas this sand member is split by a shale or limestone bed 5 to 15 feet thick., 1In
some areas the upper portion of the sand originally was gas-saturated in the gas-cap
area and consequently has been excluded from consideration as floodable oil sand.
Three wells on the Sinclair 0il & Gas Co. J. S. Mullen property, NEl/h sec. k4,

T. 4 8., R. 3 W., were cored. Analyses of cores show the porosities to range from
28 to 31 percent.
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In secs. 9 and 10, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., this upper member of the first Healdton
sand reaches a maximum thickness of 60 feet, although the sand bed may contain some
shale layers, Only one well was cored through this sand, and analyses show the
average porosity to be 23.4 percent and the average oil saturation 35 percent. Drill
cuttings of several more recently drilled wells were available for microscopic study,
which shows that here the sand contains more shale and limestone than do the soft,
clean sands in secs. 5 and 6, T. 4 S., R. 3 W, Radioactivity logs were made in five
wells in sec. 10, T. ¥ S., R. 3 W., and comparison of these logs with the original
drillers' logs, made in 1915 and 1916, show considerable difference in the depth and
thickness of sands. Where the drillers' logs show a total of 25 to 40 feet of oil
sand, radioactivity logs show shale partings 2 to 8 feet thick 6 to 11 feet below the
top of the sand.

In the southeast extension, an area of approximately 500 acres (area B) is out-
lined as being suitable for water flooding in the first Healdton sand. In this area
the thickness of the sand ranges between 20 and 80 feet, although most of the sand is
less than 40 feet thick. In this area the depth to the top of the sand ranges from
100 feet above sea level to 200 feet below.

Wells in this area were not cored, and only one electric log of a recent well is
available. However, drill cuttings from several wells have been examined, and these
show the sand to be fine-grained and somewhat shaly, with the shale content increas-
ing with depth. The porosity of the first sand has been estimated to range between
18 and 23 percent.

Figure 41 shows an area of approximately 900 acres (area C) in which the second
Healdton sand is continuous and suitable for water flooding. In this area the sand
ranges between 20 and 100 feet in thickness, although the average thickness may be
close to 40 feet.

In sec. 31, T. 3 8., R. 3 W., the sand is described as fine-grained, shaly, and
somewhat calcareous, with pitted grains. In sec. 6, T. 4 S., R. 3 W., the formation
contains more limestone. In a few wells beds of oolites, composed of limestone sur-
rounding sand grains, were encountered near the top of the second Healdton sand.

Five wells in this area were cored, and the analyses show the porosity ranges
from 17 to 25 percent and the oil saturation from 20 to 40 percent.

Some water is produced from wells along the west edge of this area in sec. 31,
T. 3S., R. 3 W,, and sec. 6, T. 4 S,, R. 3 W., and it is possible that there is a
limited, natural water drive in the second sand. However, 1t is believed that this
water drive 1s not adequate to insure maximum oil recovery. -

The above areas and sands are by no means the only ones that might be water-
flooded successfully. Rather, they are those about which enough data now are avail-
able for water-flooding consideration.

In selecting any area for water flooding, detailed studies of the sand condi-
tions and the production history should be made. The continuity of the sands, as
well as their oil and water content, are most important. Where.the accuracy of
drillers' logs may be doubtful, radioactivity logs can be made in the old holes.
New wells should be cored and electrically logged.

5125 - 68 -




Water-Flooding Calculations

Suder and Cahoun have presented a method for predicting the water-flood behavior
of a property from core analyses data and water-injection pressures (30). Their
method assumes that water flooding progresses in a horizontal plane with no vertical
movement and that the total water flowing in a formation, including beds of different
permeability, can be represented by the sum of the volumes of water flowing in the in-
dividual beds. An adaptation of this method, assuming a constant injection rate, was
used in calculating the probable water-flood behavior of two leases in the Healdton
field.

These calculations were based upon a uniformly spaced five-spot pattern with four
input wells surrounding each producing well., Upon repetitive development, the five-
spot pattern becomes one in which four producing wells surround each input well, and
in the entire flood there are an equal number of producing and input wells. The frac-
tion of the total five-spot area theoretically swept by the injected water, when it
first reaches the producing well, is 0.72 as described by Muskat (32), and this value
was used in the calculations as the theoretical sweep efficiency. “After injected
water from each bed first reached the producing wells, it was assumed that water and
no oil would be produced from that bed. In actual practice some oil is continuously
produced with increasing volumes of water before the residusl-oil-saturation value of
29 percent is reached., When the oil saturation in the more permeable beds is reduced
to 29 percent or less, these beds might permit disproportionately large volumes of
water to move to the producing wells, so that when the total volume of water pumped
becomes too great to be handled economically, only in the more permeable beds would
the oil saturation be reduced to the theoretical minimum. Selective plugging or
pecking off of these watered-out beds then would be necessary to effect oil recovery
from the other less permeable sands.

Based upon the amount of flooding water that might be available, an injection
rate of 500 barrels of water daily into each input well was assumed.

Lease 1

The first lease considered was in area A (fig. 39), where the thickness of the
upper member of the first Healdton sand averaged 34,7 feet at a depth of approximately
900 feet. Analyses showed that the permeability of the individual core samples ranged
from 400 to 3,100 millidarcys and the porosity from 18 to 38 percent. For the calcu-
lations a spacing between like wells of 660 feet was assumed.

The entire sand body was considered as 17 individual homogeneous beds 0.9 to 3.6
feet thick, and each bed was assumed to have uniform horizontal permeability with
values for the different beds ranging from 450 to 3,000 millidarcys.

It was calculated that during the life of the flood, 500 barrels of water daily
could be injected into the sand body at pressures exerted by a hydrostatic head of
water in the input wells,

An average oil and water saturation of 35.0 and 14.2 percent, respectively,
before flooding was uséd for each individual bed. The relative rate at which the
injected water entered each individual bed was assumed to be proportional to the
ratio that the millidarcy-foot capacity of that bed bore to the total capacity of
the sand.
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The volume of water necessary to effect flood-oil production is tirat volume
reguired So saturate the gas space and commonly is referred to as the fill-up
volume, This fill-up volume can be calculated by the following eguation:

vV o= 0.72 T P(1 - C, - 0) 0.178;
where:
V = fill-up volume, barrels;
0.72 = +theoretical sweep efficiency at water breakthrough
for five-spot pattern;
D = spacing between like wells, feet;
T = thickness of bed, feet;
P = oporosity, decimal fraction;
Cy = water saturation, decimal fraction; ‘
C = oil saturation, decimal fractiomn; i
0.178 = factor converting cubic feet to barrels, 1

The fime required to fill up or begin flood-o0il production from each bed was:
calculated by dividing the fill-up volumes of the bed by the injection rate into
that bed.

As discussed earlier under the topic of original mobile oil, the oil saturation
after water flooding is assumed to be reduced to 29 percent. If after fill-up 1 i
barrel of injected water displaced an equal volume of oil to the producing wells,
the total volume of water required to reduce the saturation of the bed to 29 percent
in the area theoretically swept would be the f£ill-up volume plus 4.32 percent
(0.72 (35-29)) of the total pore volume of that bed.

Based upon these data and assumptions it was calculated that the first flood :
0il would reach the producing well about 11 months after the water injection was
begun. The peak rate of oil production probably would occur about 6 months later.
It was calculated that the life of the flood to an economic limit of 1 percent oil!
in total fluid would be about 7 years and that during this time approximately 3,470
barrels of oil per acre would be recovered from this sand.

Because early in the life of the flood several of the more permeable beds would
be depleted of oil and would be producing mostly water, provisions should be made to
handle comparatively large volumes of water.

Lease 2
Water-flooding calculations were made for a second lease included in area A,
where the average thickness of the upper member of the First Healdton sand was 21.4

feet at approximately 1,000 feet.

Analyses of the one cored well were considered to be representative of the sand
underlying the flood area, where the assumed spacing was 900 feet between like wells,

These analyses showed that the porosity of individual core samples ranges between 19.0
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and 28.3 percent and that the oil saturation ranges between 24.5 and 49.3 percent,
It is entirely possible that these cores were somewhat flushed and that the oil
saturation of the sand would be greater than that of the core samples., The perme-
ability of the core samples ranged between 15 and 548 millidarcys.

Calculations based upon the dats presented in the core analyses indicate that
at an inJjection rate of 500 barrels per day per well the first flood-oil production
would be obtained 1 year after injectlon was begun, and that the peak rate of oil
production would be reached very soon thereafter. During the estimated 6 years of
flood life, a total of 1,756 barrels of oil per acre would be recovered at a limiting
ratio of 1 percent oil ir fotatr Tluid.

If the oil saturation of certain beds were as low as indicated in the core
analysis, large volumes of water would be produced early in the life of the flood.

The above calculations are exemplary only, and the conclusions should not be
construed as predicting the actual water-floocd behavior of any particular lease.

These data and discussions are presented to encourage oil operators to examine the
water-flooding possibilities of leases in the Healdton oil field.

APPENDIX

Calculations of Porosity and Water Saturation from Electric Logs

Archie (;&) and other investigators have studied the relationships between elec-
trical resistivity, porosity, and water content of a formation., Since, in most cases,
brine is the only conductor of an electric current in a sand, the measured electrical

resistivity of the sand is inversely proportional to the porosity and water saturation

of the sand. The relationship for brine-saturated sands is expressed by the equation:

(4) Bo _pm ¥,
where:
Ro = resistivity of brine-saturated sand, ohm-meters;
Rw = resistivity of brine, ohm-meters;
P = porosity, fraction;
m = cementation factor;
and F = formation resistivity factor.

For oil sands partly saturated with brine the equation becomes:

(B) F = E‘_’R_t,‘
Rw

where:

W = brine saturation, fraction;
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n

1t

a positive exponent, approximately 2;

Rt = +true resistivity from electric logs,
and F and Rw are the same as defined above.

Fifty-eight clean core samples of the first, second, third, and fourth Healdton
sands were saturated under vacuum with formation brine. The saturation of these
cores ranged from 57 to 100 percent of the pore volume as measured using helium. Any
relationship between this percentage of brine saturation and other measurable proper-
ties of the core was not apparent.

The formation resistivity factor (Ro/Rw) and other measured properties of each
core are shown in table 5 (p. 16). A plot of these formation resistivity factors
versus percent porosity is shown in figure 42, Considering the entire range of
porosity between 2 and 33 percent, the scattering of data may be assumed to lie
within a band, the slope of which is minus 1.67. However, for porosity values
between 18 and 32 percent, which includes most of the oil-productive sands in the
Healdton field, there is no such alinement of the data and consequently no assurance
that porosity calculations based upon en exponent of minus 1.67 would be valid. The
spread of the data is not explainable.

The conception that clays or other solids were made conductive by water absorp-
tion was suggested by Patnode and Wyllie (33). DeWitte (34) pointed out that the
conductivity of these solids 1n association with conductive liquids is not constant,
and, although related to the brine resistivity and the percent of brine saturation,
it is not entirely dependent upon these factors.

In an attempt to make quantitative use of electric logs to calculate porosity
and brine saturation of a sand, it is important to determine the presence or absence
of conductive solids. The presence and significance of conductive solids, when
associated with brines of different salinity and resistivity, should be indicated
by lower Ro/Rw values for saturation with less saline brines. When it is associated
with the more resistive brines, the conductivity of any conductive solids would have
a greater relative value. Given below are resistivity measurements of four brine
solutions at 76° F. and of five cores saturated with each of these brines at the
same tempersture.

Chloride content,
_p.p.m. 1,000 2,000 10,000 100,000
Brine resistivity,
Rw 0.0349 0.0189 0.00514 0.,00065
Core No. Ro Ro/Rw Ro Ro/Rw Ro Ro/Rw Ro Ro/Rw
2808, cvieerannaaneas ] 0.73 21.157 [0.4031| 21.268 | 0.0958 | 18.64k2 J0.0123 | 18.987
2809, viiinnanoans Jdg2h | 5,510 | L1160 6.120 | L0376 | 7.316 | .0047| T.282
1o ) b= B 8925 1 25,564 | 5396 | 28.470 L1134 ] 22,080 | 0148 ] 22,858
2814, i, . As12 112,925 | L2686 | 1k.172 | L0709 ] 13.803 | .0088 ] 13.670
2827..... veeseoseesa] 29071 8.327 | 740 9.181 | .0373] 7.253 | .00k | 6.855

A trend of lower formation resistivity factors (Ro/Rw) accompanying the higher
brine-resistivity values may be indicated by cores 2809 and 2814, A decrease in the
Ro/Rw values for the more-concentrated brine saturations, as shown for cores 2808,
2812, and 2827, is more difficult to explain. Possibly all of these differences are
within the limits of accuracy of the measurements and are not conclusive evidence as
to the presence or absence of conductive solids in the formation.
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Resistivity measurements at a series of different brine saturation were made on
three core samples. The ratio of the resistivity of the core partly saturated to
that of the core completely saturated (known as the resistivity index) was plotted on
logrithmic paper versus the percentage of brine saturation. The water-saturation ex-
ponent, n in equation (B), is the slope of the average line of such a plot and should
approximaste 2.0. The summarized results of the resistivity measurements on the three
cores are as follows:

Porosity, Permeability, | Formation Water-saturation
Core No. percent millidarcys factor P exponent n
2808 .eeerencrnsnansanas 28.7 1,200 8.1 1.874
2812, ieticreerinenncnns 15.1 12 24,2 1.115
2814 s ierreissasennnssans 25.6 500 11,2 2.97

Only for core 2808 did the slope of the average of the water saturation versus
resistivity-index curve approximate the experimental value of 2.0 as set forth by
other investigators. Because neither a porosity exponent m or a water-saturation
exponent n could be calculated from the data with reasonable accuracy, it was assumed
that computations by Archie's basic equation would not be valid. Graphical solutions
were then considered.

Separate plots were prepared on logrithmic and semi-logrithmic paper for 58
Healdton core samples, the formation resistivity factor was plotted versus air poros-
ity, water porosity, permesbility, and a product of porosity times permeability. The
wide scattering of points on logrithmic paper again indicated that one exponent would
not £it all the data and satisfy Archie's basic equation. On semilogrithmic paper
the points fell more nearly along two straight lines, the slopes of which differed in
the high and low porosity ranges. However, in the range of porosities between 20 and
32 percent, the slope of the average was very flat, indicating a wide divergence in
porosity for a slight change in the formation resistivity factor. In general, it
appears that the formation resistivity factor of these cores is more closely related
to permeability than to porosity.

Forty oil-productive sand zones in 13 wells were electrically logged and cored.
Sixteen of these beds on which core analyses were available were selected to compare
porosity values graphically calculated from electric logs with those determined in
the laboratory.

A vater-saturation value, estimated from the relationship between water satura-
tion and permeability (fig. 15), was used for each bed. Formation resistivity fac-
tors were calculated by equation (B), using water-saturation exponents 2 and 1.87
and the true resistivity values from electric logs. Using these formation resistivity
factors, porosity values were read from figure 42. The calculated porosity values
differed widely from porosity values measured in the laboratory. Calculated porosity
values approached those measured in the laboratory in only 5 of the 16 beds studied,

Considerable data are available from oil-base-mud cores and restored-state meas-
urements (see fig. 15) to show that the average connate-water saturation of most of
the Healdton sands ranges from 10 to 20 percent, Since calculated porosity values
are roughly inversely proportional to the square of this low connate-water-saturation
value, a slight error in assumed ccnnate-water saturation in this range, results in a
large error in computed porosity wvalues. Usually electric logs are used with an esti-
mated porosity to calculate the water saturation of a sand bed, but in the Healdton-
field study it was considered that the exact connate-water saturation was less valu-
gble in reservoir calculations than a reasonable porosity value.

After considering the matter from all viewpoints, it was decided that electric-

log resistivity measurements could not be used with any degree of accuracy to calcu-
late porosity.
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