
BEFORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
at 

Santa P'e, New Mexico 
December 17, 1953 

I n the Matter of : 

El Paso Na t u r a l Gas Company's a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 
unorthodox spacing of w e l l s i n i r r e g u l a r town­
ship: Township 28 North, Range 8 West, San 
Juan County. 

Case No. 611 

(Notice of P u b l i c a t i o n read by Mr. Graham). 

MR. SETH: Mr. M o r r e l l i s the witness. I f the Commission 

please, t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n i s to e s t a b l i s h d r i l l i n g and a spacing uni 

along the n o r t h row o f sections i n Township 28 North, Range 8 Vest. 

This matter has been considered before by the Commission i n the sane 

general s e c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o the i r r e g u l a r sections along the wesjt 

boundaries of the township. This i s a s l i g h t l y d i f f e r e n t p rob len'.. 

As i n d i c a t e d , the township i s i r r e g u l a r , the n o r t h row of sections 

i s s h o r t . 

MR. FOSTER MORRELL 

having been f i r s t duly sworn, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

By MR. SETH; 

Q, Mr. M o r r e l l , would you s t a t e your name f o r the record? 

A Foster M o r r e l l . 

'„ By whom are you engaged, Mr. M o r r e l l ? 

A I am engaged i n t h i s case by E l Paso Natural Gas Company. 

Q What i s your profession? 
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A I am a petroleum c o n s u l t a n t . 

0, You have appeared before the Commission i n previous hearings, 

have you not? 

A I have. 

Q Would you s t a t e t o the Commission, please, i n general, the 

proposal of E l Paso Natural Gas Company i n t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n ? 

A As Township 28 North, Range 8 Vest i s not a complete township, 

i t i s impossible t o o b t a i n d r i l l i n g u n i t s c o n s i s t i n g of 320 acres 

w i t h o u t s p l i t t i n g s u b divisions of e s t a b l i s h e d p u b l i c land surveys. 

For t h i s reason the a p p l i c a t i o n f o r unorthodox spacing i s f i l e d . 

U This a p p l i c a t i o n p e r t a i n s only to Mesaverde gas, does i t ri(J>t? 

A That i s c o r r e c t . 

W. Do you have a reproduction of the o f f i c i a l p l a t on t h i s 

township? 

A I do. 

( E l Paso Natural Gas Company's E x l i i b i t 
No. 1 i n Case 611 Marked f o r I d e n t i ­
f i c a t i o n ) 

4 Would you s t a t e to the Commission, by r e f e r r i n g t o t h i s 

p l a t , the approximate acreage w i t h i n each of the sections along the 

n o r t h row? 

A The acreage i n the sections along the n o r t h row of townshij 

28 North, Range 8 Vest, are as f o l l o w s : Section 7, 298.76 acres; 

Section 8, 302.00; Section 9, 287.80; Section 10, 293.84; Sectiqn 

11, 291.96; Section 12, 294.72 acres. 

r l i)o you recommend t o the Commission t h a t each of these 

f r a c t i o n a l sections be ordered t o be a d r i l l i n g or spacing u n i t ? 

A That i s c o r r e c t . 
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U What would be the r e s u l t i n t h i s p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n i f 

the normal spacing r u l e was ap p l i e d to t h i s township? 

A The owners of lease hold r i g h t s would be deprived of t h e i r 

r i g h t , the o p p o r t u n i t y t o recover t h e i r e q u i t a b l e and j u s t share of 

the n a t u r a l gas. 

U Do you b e l i e v e i f t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n i s granted i t w i l l prevent 

w a s t e , u l t i m a t e l y , and lead to a gr e a t e r recovery of gas? 

A I do. 

U Do you have a recommendation t o make to the Commission as t o 

the w e l l l o c a t i o n s w i t h i n the proposed d r i l l i n g u n i t s as recommendeid? 

A I recommend t h a t the w e l l s be d r i l l e d not c l o s e r than GfiO 

f e e t from the outer boundary of each s e c t i o n . 

0. Do you have any comment to make on the topography i n t h i s 

p a r t i c u l a r area there? 

A I n the p a r t i c u l a r area these sections are cut by canyons and 

considerable leeway should be allowed f o r topographic c o n d i t i o n s i n 

e s t a b l i s h i n g w e l l l o c a t i o n s . 

Q, Do you have any other comments or recommendations to make, 

Mr. M o r r e l l ? 

A I might add t h a t the sections i n v o l v e d , t h a t i s Section 7 
i 

to 12, i n c l u s i v e , are a l l f e d e r a l lands and t h a t the lease hold, 

or gas op e r a t i n g r i g h t s i n these sections are he l d e n t i r e l y by El 

Paso Nat u r a l Gas Company. 

MR. SETH: We would l i k e t o o f f e r the p l a t i n evidence, 

i f the Commission please. 
MR. SPURRIER: Without o b j e c t i o n i t w i l l be admitted. 

MR. SETH: I s there any f u r t h e r statement, Mr. Mo r r e l l ? 
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A No. 

MR. SPURRIER: Is there a question of the witness? I f 

not the witness may be excused. Does anyone have anything further 

i n t h i s case? I f not we w i l l take the case under advisement and mpve 

on to Case 612. 

(Witness excused) 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO ) 
) 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO ) 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing and attached t r a n s c r i p t 

of hearing i n Case No. 611 before the O i l Conservation Commission, 

State of New Mexico, at Santa Fe, on December 17, 1953, i s a true 

and correct record of the same to the best of my knowledge, s k i l l 

and a b i l i t y . J 

DATED at Albuquerque, New Mexico, t h i s ^ r 4 ^ day of ^zzhst 

1953. 

"'COURT REPORTER j 
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