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In the matter of the application of Humble Oil ) 
& Refining Company for an order granting an ex- ) 
cention to Section 2 (c) of the Special Rules ) 
and Regulations of the Crosby Devonian Pool as ) 
set forth in Order R-639 in establishment of an ) 
unorthodox location for i t s Charles T. Bates No. ) 
1 Well in the Crosby Devonian Pool i n Section 29, ) 
Township 2$ South, Range 37 East, Lea County, Mew ) 
Mexico. ) 

) 
Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks an ) 
order granting an unorthodox location for i t s 
Charles T. Bates No. 1 Well to be dri l l e d in the ) 
Crosby Devonian Pool at a location 920 feet from ) 
the North line and 2170 feet from the West line 
of Section 29, Township 25 South, Range 37 East, ; 
Lea County, New Mexico; said request for un­
orthodox location i s necessitated by surface 
obstructions. N 
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DIRECT EXAMINATION 

by Warren VJ. Mankin, Examiner 

EXAMINER MANKIN: The next case is Case 1075, the application of Humble Oil 

and Refining Company for an order granting exception to Section 2 (c) of the 

Special Rules and Regulations of the Crosby-Devonian Pool as set forth in 

Order R-639 in the establishment of an unorthodox location for a well i n Lea 

County, New Mexico. 

HGWATD 3RATT0N: I am Howard Bratton, representing the Humble Oil and Refining 

Company. Mr. C-raybill w i l l take the stand. 

J. W. GRAYBILL 

called as a witness, after having been f i r s t duly sworn testified as follows: 

BY BRATTON: 

Q. Would you state your name please? 



A. J. W. Graybill. 

Q. What i s your occupation, Fir. Graybill, by whom are you employed? 

A. Assistant Division Petroleum Engineer of the western Division of the 

Humble Oil and Refining Company. 

Q. Does that include Lea County, New Mexico? 

A. Yes, s i r . 

Q. How long have you been so engaged, Kr. Graybill? 

A. 26 years. 

Q. As such, has your work and your supervision included the area of Lea 

County, New Mexico, during that period of time? 

A. Yes, s i r . 

Q. During a l l that period of time, has your occupation and has your 

position been the same? ,M:at positions ha ye you occupied? 

A. I advanced from Junior Petroleum Engineer to Assistant Division 

Petroleum Engineer. I have been Assistant Division Petroleum Engineer since 

1935. 

i-R. 3RATT0K: Are tne qualifications of the witness satisfactory to the 

Co.: mission? 

I R. MANKIi'l: They are* W i l l you please speak d i r e c t l y into the micropnone, 

Mr. Graybill? With the air-conditioning here we need to "oe sure we get i t for 

the transcript. 

' r . RRATTCM: V i l l i you state the purpose of t h i s hearing, Kf. Graybill? 

A. Humble O i l and Refining Company seeks an order granting an unortnodox 

location for i t s Charles T. Bates No. 1 i n the Crosby-Devonian Pool i n Section 

29, Township 2? South, Range 37 Mast, Lea County, Mew Mexico. The location 

sought i s i n the NE/L of the N»v71' of Section 29 and i s 920 feet from the North 

li n e and 2170 feet from the West line of the above-mentioned section. This 

location i s unorthodox i n that i t i s less than 660 feet from the t r a c t boundary 

and violates Section 2 (b) of the Special Crosby-Devonian Rules as set f o r t h i n 

Order R-639. 
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Q. Mr. Graybill, you have prepared a map of the area? 

A. Yes, s i r . 

Q. Explain what this map shows with r e l a t i o n to the area i n question, 

Mr. Graybill? 

MR. r-URL.EY: Excuse rae just a minute. Mr. Brattori, how many copies of 

t is do you have? 

MR. BRATTCM: Four. 

.MR. GURLEY: I t i s customary to nave f i v e . 

MR. RANKIN: Could we have another copy, please, for our staff ? 

A. T .is plat i s enlarged to scale of the NE/u of tne NW/ii. of Section 29, 

and snows the surface obstructions at present that require this location to be 

unorthodox. I n the f i r s t place, the orthodox location i s located 66o feet from 

tue North and I960 feet from the West, would be approximately i n the center of 

New Mexico State Highway 16, the other obstructions are the Texas-New Mexico 

Railway, El Raso Natural 'Mas Compa:y i n d u s t r i a l yard, tne City of Jal, Mew 

Mexico residential dedicated area, which eliminates moving the location west 

or southwest. The location of R. Olsen Industrial /.rea occupying the NE/h 

of the t r a c t orevents moving the location d i r e c t l y east. The location pre­

sently sought i s within the minimum workable area required by a d r i l l i n g oper­

ation and i s as close as permitted by the i n d u s t r i a l area to the North. 

Q. Have you prepared a map showing the ownership of the operating rights 

i n the area i n consideration and the status of the development within the area? 

A. Yes, s i r . 

Q. I would l i k e to have th is map marked as Humble's Exhi i t No. 2. Mr. 

Graybi l l are you fami l i a r with the development i n the area under consideration 

of tne Crosby-Devonian? 

A. Yes, s i r . 



Q. In your opinion, w i l l the granting of tnis order be necessary to 

prevent waste and protect correlative rights? 

A. Yes, s i r . 

Q. In your opinion, w i l l the granting of this order injure tne owner of 

any operating rights within the area? 

A. In my opinion, i t w i l l not. 

Q. Have you sought waivers from the owners of the operating rights within 

the area? 

A. Yes, s i r . 

C. Do you have them with you? 

A. Yes, s i r 

MR. BRATTON: Mr. Examiner, we have waivers from a l l of tne operators within 

the area. *e w i l l be glad to submit them to the Commission i f they are of interest 

to the Commission. We can mark them as one Exhibit and submit a l l of them. 

MR. MA.: KIN: I t w i l l not be necessary i f you are prepared to make a state­

ment to that e f f e c t — that they were obtained from a l l offset operators. 

Q. Have you obtained waivers from a l l of the offset operators within this 

area, Mr. ̂ -ra-bill? 

A. Yes, sir . 

Q. Do you have those waivers and are they available f o r the Commission i f 

the Commission so desires? 

A. They are, s i r . 

C. Do you have any fu r ther statement that you care to make i n connection 

with th i s matter, Mr. Graybill? 

A. No, s i r . I don ' t . 

MR. BRATTON; I would l i k e to enter i n evidence, Humble1s Exhibits 1 and 2. 

MR. MANXIft: I s there objection i n entering Humble's Exhibits 1 and 2 i n 

th is case? I f not, they w i l l be so entered. Mr. Grayb i l l , would you l i s t the 

names of those .arsons whic. you have received waivers from? 
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MR. GRAYBILL; »ve have a l i s t of them which we w i l l submit to the Com­

mission as Exhibi t No. 3, -marked Humble's Exhibit No. 3. 

MR. MANKIN: Is there object ion to entering Exhibit No. 3 i n th is case? 

I f not i t w i l l be so entered. For the record, I would prefer to indicate who 

these operators are so that everyone i s aware of i t : R. Clsen, R. Olsen O i l 

Company, Amerada Petroleum Corporation, Anderson Prichard, Sun O i l Company, 

E. A. Culbertson, Wallace ... ,v. I r w i n , At lan t ic Refining, W. B. Redman, Sinclai r 

G i l and Cas, Ci t ies Service O i l and Gas, Argo O i l Corooration, A. "inningham, 

Peerless C i l and Gas, Hugh Cordigan and Continental O i l Company. Do you have 

anything fu r the r i n th i s case, Mr. Rratton. 

MR. BRATTCM: We would l i k e to c a l l the at tention of the Commission to the 

fac t that on the Docket th i s case i s l i s t e d as a request as an Exception to 

Section 2 ( c ) . ,'<e believe i t i s an Exception to 2 (b) of Rule R-639. 1 don't 

believe that i t makes any difference i n the purpose of tne 

MR, GURLEY: You don't happen to have a copy of that order here available 

with you? 

MR. BRATTON: I believe that s.iows 2 (b) to be the spacing por t ion of 

the order. 

'R, C-NRLEY: Yes, I believe tha t ' s r i g h t . Do you move at th i s time that 

your record be amended to show that paragraph? 

MR, BRATTON: Yes, s i r , I w i l l . 

MR, f:ANKIN: Vie w i l l consider i t as an exception to Section 2 (b) of the 

Special Rules and Regulations of the Crosby-Devonian Pool as set f o r t h i n Order 

R-639 i n t - i s case. Do you have anything fu r the r , Mr. Bratton? 

MR. BRATTO'-: Nothing i n t h i s case. We would l i k e to f i l e a l e t t e r wi th 

the Commission re la t ive to Mr. House's l e t t e r which requested th i s hearing. The 

l e t t e r wnich we desire to f i l e at th i s time shows a lease designation p la t which 

has been amended i n some regards and we would merely l i k e to f i l e that with the 

Commission. We do not desire to enter i t i n the record of the case as I don't 
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believe i t is evidence in the case. 

MR. MANKIM: So y:.ur original application of Kav 1st, you are amending 

that particular portion of your letter dated Kay 1st in tnis letter dated Kay 

22nd i n which the lease ownership plat nas been changed. 

MR. BRATTCN: That is correct. 

MR. MANKIN: And which i s , l ikewise , re f lec ted by y-.ur Exhibi t Ho. 2 as 

presented i n th i s case? 

MR. 3RATTCN: Yes, s i r . 

MR. MANTGN: Anything fur ther? 

MR. BRATTCN: iv'e have nothing further. 

MR. MANKIN: Is there question of the witness i n t h i s case? I f there is 

no question of the witness, the witness maybe excused. Is there any statements 

to be made i n th i s case? I f not, we w i l l take the case under advisement. 



STATE C ;? N"W MEXICO ) 
ss 

COUNTY OE SANTA ̂ E ) 

I , Nancy Chowning, do hereby certify that the foregoing and attached 

transcr.pt of proceedings before the New Mexico Oil Conservation Commission 

Examiner at Hobos, New Mexico, is a true and correct record, to the oest of 

my knowledge, s k i l l and a b i l i t y . 

Dated at Santa Fe, New Mexico tois 25th day of September, 1956. 


