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In the matter of the application of Humble (il

% Refining Company for an order granting an ex-
cevtion to Section 2 (c) of the Special Rules

and Regulations of the Crosby Devonian Pool as
set forth in Crder R-639 in establishment of an
unorthodox location for its Charles T. Bates No.
1 #4ell in the Crosby Devenian Pool in Section 29,
Township 25 South, Range 37 East, Lea County, New
Mexico,

CASE HO. 1075
Applicant, in the above-styled cause, seeks an
order granting an unorthodox location for its
Charles T. Bates Mo, 1 wWell to be drilled in the
Crosby Devonian Pool at a location 920 feet from
the Korth line and 2170 feet from the wWest line ,
of Section 29, Township 25 South, Range 37 East,
lea County, New Mexico; said request for un- ‘
orthodox location is necessitated by surface
obstructions,
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DIRECT EXAMINATICN

T,

by Warren W. “ankin, Examiner

TXAMINER ¥ANKIN: The next case is Case 1075, the application of Humble 0il
and Refining Company for an order granting exception to Section 2 (c¢) of the
Special Rules and Regulations of the Crosby-Devonian Pool as set forth in
Order R-639 in the establishment of an unorthodox location for a well in Lea
County, New Mexico,

HCWA¢D BRATTCY: I am Howard Bratton, representing the Humble Cil and Refining
Company. Mr., Craypill will take the stand.

J. W. GRAYBILL

called as a witness, after having been first duly sworn testified as follows:

BY EBRATTCH:

Q. Would you state your name please?



A. J. W. Graybill.

G. ‘dnat is your occupation, Mr. Graybill, by whnom are you employed?

A. Assistant Division Petroleum Engineer of the Western Division of the
Humble Cil and Refining Company.

Q. Does that include Lea Ccunty, New Mexico?

A, TYes, sir,

Q. How lonz have you been so engaged, NMr. CGraybill?

4, 26 years.

¢. As such, has vour work and your supervision included the area of Lea

County, New lexico, during that period of time?

C. During all that period of time, has your occupation and has your
position been the same? what positions have vou occupied?

A. 1 advanced from Junior Petroleum Engineer to Assistant Division
Petroleun Engineer. 1 have been Assistant Division Petroleum Engineer since
1935.

iR, 3RATTON: Are tne qualifications of the witness satisfactory to the
Co.mission?

iR, YANKI'l: They are, Will you please speak directly into the micropnone,
Mr. Graybill? Wwith the air-conditioning here we need to be sure we get it for
the transcript.

cr. PRATTCEF:  will you state the purpose of this hearing, WMP. Graybill?

A, TFumble $il and Pefining Company seeks an order granting an unortnodox
location for its Charles T. Rates No., 1 in the Crosby-Devonian Fool in Section
29, Township 2% South, Range 37 Tast, Lea County, “ew kexico., The location
sought is in the Y%/L of ine Nw/l of Section 29 and is 920 feet from the North
line and 21/0 feet from the West line of the above-mentioned section. This

locatior is unorthodox in that it is less than 560 feet from the iract boundary

-

and violates Section 2 (b) of/the Special Crosby-Devonian Rules as set forth in



%. ir. Graybill, you have prepared a map of the area?

A. Yes, sir,

. Txplain what this map shows with relation to the area in question,
r, Craybill?

YR, "TELFY: Excuse me just a minute. Xr., 3ratton, how mamy copiles of
t-is do you have?

MR. BRATTCN: T¥our.

M. GURLEY:s It is customary to nave five.

YR, MANKIN: Could we have another copy, please, for our staff?

A. Tois plat is enlarged to scale of the NE/L of tane Nu/lL of Section 29,
and snows the surface obstructions at present that require this location to be
unorthodox. In the first place, the ortnodox location is located 660 feet from
tae North and 1980 feet frcm the West, would be approximately in the center of
New Mexico State ¥ishway 1&, the other obstructions are the Texas-lew Mexico
Railway, El raso Watiural ~as Compa'y industrial yard, the City of Jal, ‘lew
Mexico recidential dedicazed area, which eliminates moving the location west
or southwest, The location of R, Olsen Industrial ires occuprinz the UE/L
of the tract prevents moving the location directly east. The locavion pre-
sently sought is within the minimum workable area required by a drilling oper-
ation and is as close as permitted by the industrial area to the %orth,

%. Have you prepared a map showing the owwership of the operating rights
in the area in consideration and the status of the development witihin the area?

A, Yes, sir,

G. I would like to have this map marked as Humble's Exhi it No. 2. Mr,
Graybill are you familiar with the development in the area under consideration

of tue Crosby-Devonian?



Q. In your opinion, will the granting of tnls order be necessary to
prevent waste and protect correlative rights?

A. Yes, sgir.

Q. In your opinion, will the granting cf this order injure the owner of
any operating rights within the area?

A. In my opinion, it will not.

Q. Have you sought waivers from the owners of the operating rights within
the area?

A, Yes, sir.

E 3]
.

Do you have them with you?

A, Yes, sir

YR, BRATTON: UIr. Examiner, we nave waivers from all of the operators within
the area. we will be glad to submit them to the Commission if they are of interest
to the Commission, We can mark them as one Exhibit and submit all of them,

ER. ¥ALKIN: It will rot be necessary if you are prepared to make a state-
ment to that effect-- that they were obtained from all offset operators.

Q. Have you obtained wailvers from all of the offset operators within this

S

area, tr, Crapill?

A. Yes, sir,

Q. Do you have taose waivers and are they available for the Commission if
the Commission so desires?

A. They are, sir.

0. Do you have any Turther statement that you care to make in connection
vith this matter, ¥r., Craybill?

A. No, sir, I don't.

JR. BRATTCH: I would like to enter in evidence, Humble's Exhibits 1 and 2,

“R, MANXIn: Is there objection in entering Humble's Exhibits 1 and 2 in
tais case? If not, they will be so entered, Mr. Graybill, would you list the

names of those persons whict you have received waivers from?
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#R. GRAYSILL; we have a list of them which we will submit to the Com-
mission as Exnibit No. 3, marked Humtle's Exhibit No. 3.

MR, MANKXIN: Is there objection to entering Exhibit WNo, 3 in tnis case?

If not it will be so enterzd. For the record, I would prefer to indicate who
these operators are so that everyone is aware of it: R, Clsen, R. Clsen 0il
Company, Amerada Petroleum Corporation, Anderson Prichard, Sun Cil Company,

E. A. Culbertson, wallace .. .i. Irwin, Atlantic Refining, ¥. B. Redman, Sinclair
¢il and Cas, Cities Service 0il and Cas, Argo Cil Corvcoration, A. »inningham,
Peerless Cil and Jas, Hurh Cordigan and Continental (il Company. Do you have
anythingz further in this case, Mr., Rratton.

MR. BRATTCW: We would like to call the attention of the Commission to the
fact that on the Docket this case is listed as a request as an Exception to
Section 2 (c). «e believe it is an Exception to 2 (b) of Rule R-639., 1 don't
believe that it makes any difference in the purpcose of tne ----

MR, GURLEY: You don't happen to have a copy of that order here available
with you?

MR. BRATTOYM: I believe that siows 2 (b) to be the spacing portion of
the order.

R, GRLEY: Yes, I believe that's right. Do you move at this time that
your record be amended to Bhow that paragraph?

MR, PRATTCY: Yes, sir, I will,

IR, “ANXIN: i will consider it as an exception to Section 2 (b) of the
Special Rules and Regwlations of the Crosby-Devonian Pool as set forth in Order
R-539 in t+is case. Do you have anything further, Mr. Rratton?

YR, BRATTO : Nothing in this case. e would like to file a letter with
the Commission relative to Mr. House's letter which requested this hearing. The
letter waich we desire to file at this time shows a lease designation plat which

has been amended in some regards and we would merely like to file that with the

Commission. we do not desire to enter it in the record of the case as I don't



believe it is evidence in tae cace.

that

22nd

MR, MANKIY: So yuur original application of Mav 1st, you are amending
particular portion of your letter dated May lst in ﬂnis letter dated May
in which the lease ownership plat has been changed.

MR, BRATTCW: That is correct.

MR. FANKIN: And which is, likewise, reflected by y.ur Exhibit No. 2 as

presented in this case?

VR, ZRATTCN: Yes, sir.
MR, WANKIY: Anything further?
R, 3RATTCN: e have nothing further.

¥R. VANKIV: Is there questicn of the witmess in this case? If there is

no question of the witness, the witness may be excused. Is there any statements

to be made in tnis case? If not, we will take the case under advisement,
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I, Nancy Chowningz, dco aereby certify that the foregoing and attached
transcr . pt of vproceedinzs tefore the ikew Mexico (il Conservation Commission
Examiner at Hobns, New Fexico, is a true and correct record, to the nest of
my knowledge, skill and ability.

Dated at Santa Fe, New Mexico tais 25th day of September, 1956.
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