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BEFORE THE 
MEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMITTEE 

Santa Fe, Nev/ Mexico 
May 6, 1958 

IN THE MATTER OF: CASE 1438 

Application of Monsanto Chemical Company for an unorthodox 

gas w a l l l o c a t i o n . A p p l i c a n t , i n tho a b o v e - s t y l e i cause, 

seeks an order a u t h o r i z i n g an unorthodox gas w e l l l o c a t i o n 

f o r i t s V ie r sen Wel l No. 1 a t a p o i n t 660 f e e t f r om the 

Nor th and East l i n e s o f Sec t ion 19, Township 30 N o r t h , 

Range 1.3, West, San Juan County, New Mexico . 

BEFORE: 

i n u DANIEL S. aUi f . 

TRANSCRIPT OF PROCEEDINGS 

MR. NUTTER: The next case i s Number 1438. 

MR0 PAYNE: Case 143 S, a p p l i c a t i o n of Monsanto Chemical 

Company f o r an unorthodox gas w e l l l o c a t i o n . 

MR. CHRISTIE: This i s a very complicated case* We d r i l l 

f o r o i l and produce a gas w e l l and now wo are unor thodox. 

We have one witness f o r the a p p l i c a n t to swear i n . 

W. H. BUNCK 

a w i t n e s s , o f l a w f u l age, having f i r s t been d u l y sworn, was examine 

an i te s t i f i 3 d as f0110ws: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. CHRISTIE: 

Q W i l l you s ta te your f u l l name, address and occupation? 

A W. H. Bunch. I am employed by Monsanto Chemical Company 

as D i s t r i c t Engineer , Snider , Texas. 
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. COOLEY: How io you s p e l l your l a s t name? 

A 3-U-N-C-H. 

si (By Mr. Christie) Have you ever t e s t i f i e i before t h i s 

body before? 

A Ho, s i r . 

Q Y/ould you please state b r i e f l y your q u a l i f i c a t i o n s as 

petroleum engineer, including your schooling? 

A I graduated from the University of Oklahoma i n 1950 with 

a B. S. degree i n petroleum engineering. Since that time, ' I have 

been employed by the Lyons O i l Company and by Monsanto Chemical Com 

as Petroleum Engineer. Part of that time was i n the s t a f f o f f i c e 

and the other as D i c t r i c t Engineer. 

Q Mr. Bunch, the lands involved i n the application are 

situated i n Township 30, North, Range 13 West, San Juan County, New 

Mexico, are thoseMands in the area where you are working f o r Monsan 

A Yes, s i r . 

Q Does the Commission have any questions concerning the 

•witness' q u a l i f i c a t i o n s as petroleum engineer? 

MR. NUTTER: Mr. Bunch i s q u a l i f i e d . 

Q (By Mr. Christie) Mould you state b r i e f l y what the app­

l i c a t i o n seeks i n t h i s case? 

A Monsanto Chemical Company seeks an order authorizing an 

unorthodox gas well location f o r i t s Vierson VMML1 No. 1 at a point 

pany 
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660 feet from the north and east lines of Section 19, Township 30 

North, Range 13, -Vest, San Juan County, New Mexico e 

Q Is there any producing o i l or gas well w i t h i n one mile 

from the subject well? 

A No, s i r . 

Q vVhen was the well commenced, s i r ? 

A The well was spudded October 31, 1957. 

Q Were your forms f i l e d with the Conservation Commission, 

your one twenty-eight, and so on? 

A Form C-328 was f i l e d on October 17, 1957. 

'4 Was i t projected as an o i l well or as a gas well at the 

ti..ie to t h i s Commission? 

A As an o i l w e l l , 

Q What zone did you hope to get o i l from? 

A Possibly from the Dakota. There were several prospective 

zones. I believe the f l a t lands and point lookout and maybe even 

the Gallup are the possible zones i n t h i s area. 

Q Were there showings of o i l or gas encountered i n the 
i 

d r i l l i n g ope ra t ion and i f so, where and a t what depth? 

A No o i l showings we r-3 encountered. Gas showings 'were 

encountered i r the p o i n t l ookou t f o r m a t i o n a t the approximate depth 

of the t h i r t y - e i g h t f o r t y - o n e and t h i r t y - n i n e t h i r t e e n and also 

gas showings were encountered i n the Dakota a t approximate ly a depth 

o f s ix thousand f e e t . 

H Were any t e s t s taken i n the s u b j e c t w e l l i n the 

fo rmat ions? 

A I n the point, l ookou t d r i l l stem t e s t number one was taker 

i 
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a t i n t e r v a l s of t h i r t y - e i g h t f o r t y - o n e to t h i r t y - n i n e t h i r t e e n . On 

the Dakota f o r m a t i o n there were severa l t r i l l stem t e s t s f r o m f i f t y f 

nine f i f t y - s e v e n to s i x t y twenty-one, and d r i l l stern t e s t s number 

seven, s i x t y t h i r t y - t h r e e to s i x t y - o n e f i f t y - f i v e , d r i l l stem t e s t 

number seven, f i f t y - s e v e n s e v e n t y - f i v e to s i x t y f i f t y - f i v e and d r i l j L 

stem t e s t number n i n e , s i x t y - o n e f i f t y - s i x to s i x t y - t w o f o r t y . 

Q On the date o f a p p l i c a t i o n , d i l you know the p o t e n t i a l 

on the sub j e c t we11? 

A This w e l l — t h e casing was set on t h i s w e l l on December 6, 

1957. On December 10, 1957, the w e l l was p e r f o r a t e d f i f t y - n i n e 

s e v e n t y - f o u r to s i x t y seventy. The i n t e r v a l was t r e a t e d w i t h a 

thousand ga l l ons o f mud and sand. On December 13, 1957, the w e l l 

was t r e a t e d w i t h e i g h t y thousand g a l l o n s of base o i l and seventy 

thousand pounds o f sand. The f i r s t o f f i c i a l t e s t we have had since 

then i s December 24, 1957. I t t e s t e d at f o u r m i l l i o n , nine hundred 

f i v e thousand cubic f e e t of gas. 

At the time of the t e s t , the w e l l had recovered f i f t e e n 

hundred t h i r t y f i v e b a r r e l s f o r a t o t a l load o f twenty-one twen ty -

one b a r r e l s . The r a t e o f recovery a t the time o f t h i s was f o u r and 

a h a l f b a r r e l s per hour . Since t h a t t i m e , the w e l l has shut i n 

and '.ve are a w a i t i n g the des igna t ion o f a gas connec t ion . 

Di I s there a p i p e l i n e near t h i s lease? 

A E l Paso N a t u r a l Gas has a l i n e i n the v i c i n i t y o f t h i s w e | l l . 

Q Upon your comple t ion , d i d you f i l e f o rm C-104 f i l e d f o r 

the Commission? 

A Those forms we re f i l e d on A p r i l 29, 1958. 

U What acreage do you have f o r t h i s w e l l as a gas u n i t ? 
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A The hundred and s i x t y acres on the nor theas t quar te r o f 

Sec t ion 19, w i l l be designated to t h i s w e l l . 

'4 Who i s the owner of the lease on t h a t land? 

A Monsanto owns the l e a se . 

MR. CHRISTIE: Ho f u r t h e r ques t ions . 

We would l i k e to have t h i s map marked as E x h i b i t One. I 

w i l l hare the wi tness i d e n t i f y i t before I f i n i s h . 

Q (By Mr . C h r i s t i e ) I hand you what has been marked 

A p p l i c a n t ' s E x h i b i t One and i f you w i l l , please i d e n t i f y i t . 

A This i s a map of the l o c a t i o n o f our Viersen Wel l Number 

One. I t shows the w e l l l oca t ed s i x hundred s i x t y f e e t f r o m the 

no r th and east l i m i t s of Sect ion 19. I t shows t h a t the hundred 

and s i x t y acres i n the nor thwest qua r t e r o f t h a t s ec t i on w i l l 

be designated to t h i s w e l l . 

MRo CHRISTIE: That i s a l l I have. 

MR. NUTTER: Any quest ions o f the witness? 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. UTZ: 

9. Mr . Bunch, where d i d you complete t h i s we l l ? 

A I t was completed i n the Dakota f o r m a t i o n on p e r f o r a t i o n s 

of f i f t y - nine s even ty - fou r t o s i x t y seven . The upper zone—I 

might e laborate here a l i t t l e , a t the t ime we set the casing on tha 

w e l l , the D. V. 2 was running the s t r i n g and stems back o f the pipe 

back o f the p o i n t l o o k o u t . 

Q When you d r i l l e d t h i s w e l l or spudded i t , what was the 

nearest pet roleum t h a t you know o f i n the area? 

A I c o u l d n ' t give you tha t answer,, 

i 
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Q Do you know whether i t was an o i l or gas w e l l ? 

A No s i r , I i o r i ' t . 

4 I t was probably gas, though, wasn ' t i t ? 

A W e l l , I an sure t h a t I n the Dakota, t h e r e ' s gas w e l l s , 

yes s i r . 

To l oca t e me g e o g r a p h i c a l l y , which d i r e c t i o n and how f a r 

i s t h i s f r om the Gal lup poo l or any o the r known poo l t h a t you know 

of? 

A W e i l , r i g h t o f f h a n d , I c o u l d n ' t g ive you t h a t answer. I 

d o n ' t have a b igge r map to show the r e l a t i o n s h i p of t h i s w e l l f r om 

any other w e l l t h a t we have i n t h a t area, 

y I t i s near the Ga l lup poo l somewhere, i s n ' t i t ? 

A I t h i n k tha t i s t r u e . 

Which d i r e c t i o n i s i t f r o m Farmington and how f a r ? 

A I am t r y i n g to see i f one o f the se forms doesn ' t g ive a— 

i f I am not mis taken , t h i s w e l l i s w i t h i n about f i f t e e n mi l e s south 

and east o f Farmington. I w i l l v e r i f y t h a t l a t e r i f t h a t i s per ­

miss ib le . 

y South an 1 east? 

A Yes s i r , I have seen the general o v e r a l l map o f ope ra t i on 

i n t h a t area and I believe Farmington — 

•<i You s t a t ed tha t you h a i severa l p o t e n t i a l zones, the 

Dakota being the one you completed i n and p o i n t l ookou t being anoth 

Can you t e l l me how f a r you were f rom the nearest p o i n t l o o k o u t wei 

A Wo s i r , I do not have t h a t i n f o r m a t i o n a v a i l a b l e „ The 

d r i l l i n g l o c a t i o n and e v e r y t h i n g was worked out by g e o l o g i s t s 

and the ac tua l d r i l l i n g and complet ion o f tho w e l l was handled by 
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-

our o f f i c e . 

Q Do you know where the nearssgt point lookout was or gas 

well? 

A No, s i r , 

Q What do you know about the f r u i t wells? 

A I don ' t know any th ing on productive p o s s i b i l i t i e s of any 

e f f e c t or nearby wells<, There would be no o f f s e t or nearby w e l l s . 

Q " I th ink that you w i l l discover when you look that 

in format ion up tha t the nearest w e l l i n any of these formations 

was a gas w e l l . Now, I am wondering i f you are aware of the f a c t 

tha t i f you had moved t h i s l oca t ion a hundred and t h i r t y f e e t i t 

would have heen an orthodox loca t i on f o r e i the r o i l or gas? 

A In other words, you are saying you could move i t — 

A A hundred and t h i r t y f e e t . 

A Nine hundred and n ine ty from the nor th and east l i n e s . 

Q Seven ninety from the nor th and seven ninety from the 

east on the in fo rmat ion f i l e d here? 

A That i s r i g h t , according to the r u l e s . 

Q Is there any reason why you couldn ' t d r i l l t h i s we l l ther 

A To my knowledge, there i s n o t . 

Q Mo topographic — 

A No topographic. 

Q In the f u t u r e , don ' t you th ink i t would be a good p rac t io 

to do that i n a questionable area? 

A I c e r t a i n l y do. 

Q I t would save you a hearing, wouldn't i t ? 

iNo re sponse)„ 
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MRo UTZ: That's a l l I have. 

MR. NUTTER: I f not, he may be excused. 

MR. CHRISTIE: That's a l l the applicant has. 

(Witne ss excused). 

MR. NUTTER: Does anyone have anything further they wish 

to offer i n Case 1428? 

(No response). 

MR. NUTTER: The case w i l l be taken under advisement. 
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STATS OF NEW MEXICO ) 
• 5 s 

COUNTY OF BERNALILLO ) 

I , JERRY MARTINEZ, Notary Public i n and f o r the County of 

B e r n a l i l l o , State of New Mexico, do hereby c e r t i f y that the f o r e ­

going and attached Transcript o f Proceedings before the New Mexico 

O i l Conservation Commission was reported by i n i n stenotype and 

reduced to t ypewr i t t en t r ansc r ip t under my personal supervision, 

and tha t the same i s a t rue and correct record to the best of my 

knowledge, s k i l l and a b i l i t y . 

WITNESS my Hand and Seal t h i s 8th day of May, 1958, i n the 

City of Albuquerque, County of B e r n a l i l l o , State of New Mexico. 

My commission expires: 
January 24, 1962 

I do hereby certify that the fore 
8 complete rec ad of the proceedings *» 0 

the E x t z - A h - ^ i n g of Case Ho. .../j^^Ja 
heard by me on c^rriiat. , y±JT& . 

*ew Mexioo Oil Conservation Commission 
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