
BEFORE THE 

OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION OF NEW MEXICO 

APPLICATION OF LARRY C. SQUIRES 
FOR AN EXCEPTION TO THE PROVISIONS 
OF ORDER R-3221, AS AMENDED, LEA 
COUNTY, NEW MEXICO 

A P P L I C A T I O N 

Comes now LARRY C. SQUIRES and applies t o the O i l 

Conservation Coramission o f New Mexico f o r an exception t o the 

pr o v i s i o n s o f O i l Conservation Coramission Order No. R-3221, 

as amended, t o permit the d i s p o s a l of produced water i n three 

n a t u r a l s a l t laxes i n Lea County, New Mexico, and i n support 

thereof would show the Coramission: 

1. A p p l i c a n t i s the owner or lessee o f the surface 

i n t e r e s t s i n the area a f f e c t e d by t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , and has 

applied f o r s p e c i a l use permits, o r business leases, f o r the 

purpose o f i n s t i t u t i n g a s a l t water d i s p o s a l system, as follow; 

(a) A p p l i c a n t proposes t o dispose of produced water 
i n the f o l l o w i n g n a t u r a l s a l t l akes: 

Laguna Plata, also sometimes r e f e r r e d t o as 
Laguna Grande, lo c a t e d i n Sections 2, 3, D, IC 
and 11, i n Township 20 South, Range 32 East, 
N.M.P.M., Lea County, New Mexico. 

Laguna Gatuna, also sometimes r e f e r r e d t o as S a l t 
Lake, l o c a t e d i n Sections 7, 17, l-_., ID and 20 
i n Township 20 South, Range -3-2; East, N.M.P.M., 
Lea County, New Mexico. -"• V 

Laguna Tonto, located i n Sections 32 and 33 i n 
Township 19 South, Range 3 3 East, N.M.P.M., and 
i n Section 4, Township 20 South, Range 33 East, 
N.M.P.M., Lea County, New Mexico. 

2. A p p l i c a n t proposes t o operate said d i s p o s a l system 

as a commercial system f o r the d i s p o s a l o f produced waters i n 

the v i c i n i t y o f said lakes, and w i l l o f f e r t o dispose of water 

up t o the capacity of said lakes. 

3. The subject laxes c o n t a i n concentrations o f chloric: 



f a r i n excess o f the c h l o r i d e content o f water produced from 

o i l w e l l s o p e r a t i n g i n the area. 

4. There i s no f r e s h water produced i n the v i c i n i t y 

of said lakes, and the use o f sa i d lakes w i l l not endanger 

any f r e s h water supply nor create any p o s s i b i l i t y of p o l l u ­

t i o n not already present under n a t u r a l c o n d i t i o n s . 

WHEREFORE, a p p l i c a n t prays t h a t t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n be set 

f o r hearing before the Commission or i t s duly appointed 

examiner, and t h a t a f t e r n o t i c e and hearing as r e q u i r e d by 

law, the Commission enter i t s order g r a n t i n g an exception t o 

the p r o v i s i o n s o f Order No. R-3221, as amended , t o permit 

d i s p o s a l o f produced water as prayed f o r . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y submitted, 

LARRY C. SQUIRES 

NEAL &. NEAL 
Post O f f i c e Box 273 
Hobbs, New Mexico ^ -240 

I CELLAR IN £: FOX 
Post O f f i c a Box 17 59 
Santa Fe, New Hexico .'7301 
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ATTORNEYS FOR APPLICANT 


