
BEFORE T H E O I L CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
O F T H E S T A T E O F NEW MEXICO 

I N THE M A T T E S O F T H E HEARING 
C A L L E D B Y T H E O I L COMSER V A T I O N 
:COMMISSION O F NEW MEXICO FOR 
T H E PURPOSE O F CONSIDERING: 

C A S E NO. 1635 
O r d e r No. E-1411 

A P P L I C A T I O N O F M A F E N Z A O I L 
•COMPANY FOB A N ORDER AUTHORIZING 
THE SUB F A C E D I S P O S A L I N U N L I N E D 
P I T S O F T H E S A L T WATER PEODUCED 
F R O M ONE W E L L I N T H E HOBBS POOL, 
L E A COUNTY, NEW M E X I C O , I N 
E X C E P T I O N TO THE REQUIREMENTS O F 
ORDER R-1224-A 

ORDER O F THE C O M M I S S I O N 

{BY T H E COMMISSION,; 

T h i s cause came on f o r hear ing at 9 o 'c lock a .m. on May 13, 1959, at 
Santa Fe, New Mex ico , before the O i l Conservat ion Commiss ion of Ne.v 
Mexico , he re ina f t e r r e f e r r e d to as the " C o m m i s s i o n . " 

NO W, on t h i s ^ — day of Jane, 1959, the Commiss ion , a quorum being 
present, having considered the t e s t imony presented and the exhibits received 
at said hear ing , and being f u l l y advised i n the p remises , 

F I N D S : 

(1) That due publ ic notice having been given as r equ i r ed by law, the 
C o m m l s s i o n has j u r i sd ic t ion of t h i s cause and the subject ma t t e r thereof . 

(2) That the applicant, Mapensa O i l Company, i s the owner and operator 
Of the State No . 1-A Wel l , located i n the SE /4 SE/4 of Section 14, Township 
18 South, Range 37 East , Hobbs Pool , Lea County, New Mex ico . 

(3) That the applicant seeks an exception to the salt water d i sposa l 
requi rements of O r d e r No. R-1224-A f o r the said State No. 1-A Well . 

(4) That at the t i m e of the appl i cation f o r except ion f o r the said otate 
No. 1-A W e l l , i t was p r o d u c i n g a p p r o x i m a t e l y 33 ba r re l s of salt water per day 
and approximate ly 13 ba r r e l s of o i l per day. 

(5) That o i l p roduct ion f r o m said State No. 1-A Well is decreasing while 
salt water p roduc t ion i s i n c r e a s i n g . 

(6\ That according to the appl i cant's own tes t imony, the s a i d State No. 
i - A Vei l w i l l produce some 113,000 a d d i t i o n a l ba r re l s of sal t water dur ing the 
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(7) That surface disposal of oil field brines in unlined pits of such a 
significant quantity constitutes a hazard to the fresh waters i n the JLea ounty 
Underground Water Basin, which hazard increases as the volume of fresh 
vvater in said Basin is reduced. 

(8) That in order to adequately protect the fresh waters i n the said Lea 
County Underground Water Basin, the application for exception to the salt 
vvater disposal requirements of Order No. R-1224-A should be denied. 

IT IS T H E R E F O R E ORDERED: 

That the application of Mapenza O i l Company for an exception to Order 
No, R-1224-A t© permit the surface disposal in unlined pits of the salt water 
produced from the State No. 1-A Well, located in the S E / 4 S E / 4 of Section 14, 
Township 18 South, Range 37 East, Hobbs Pool, Lea County, New Mexico, be 
and the same i s hereby denied. 

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexi co, on the day and year hereinabove 
designated. 

o T A T E O F NEW MEXICO 
O I L CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

JOHN BURROUGHS, Chairman 

MURRAY E . MORGAN, Member 


