
PAGE 2 

BEFORE THE 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 
A p r i l 24, 1963 

EXAMINER HEARING 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

The hearinq c a l l e d by the O i l Conservation 
Commission on i t s own motion to permit Everett 
D. Burqett and a l l other i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s to 
aonear and show cause why the Meyers Union Well 
No. 1, located i n U n i t I of Section 11, Town­
ship 23 South, Ranqe 27 East, and the Richardson-
Bass State V.'e 11 No. 1, located i n Unit H of 
Section 5, Township 25 South, Ranqe 28 East, 
both i n Eddy County, Mew Mexico, should not be 
pluqqed i n accordance w i t h a Commission-approved 
pluqqinq proqram. 

JCASE 2792 

i 

\ 
j 

/ 

IN THE MATTER OF: 

The hearinq c a l l e d by the O i l Conservation 
Commission on i t s own motion to permit Everett 
D. Burqett and a l l other i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s to 
appear and show cause why the Pure State Welis 
Nos, 1, 2, 3, and 7, located i n Units J and O of 
Section 15, and the Maqnolia State We 11 No. 1, 

f Section 14, a l l i n Townshio lo< ted i n Unit E 
ou t h , Ranqe 27 East, Eddy County, New Mexic> 
1 H not be pluqqed i n accordance w i t h a 

. ien-a pro ved pluqqinq proqram. 

) 

)CASE 2793 
) 

Bsl-'CnE: b l v i s A. Utz, Examiner 

TRANSCRIPT CF HEARING 

im L • U TZ: Case 2792 

MR. DURRETT: I n the matter of the hearinq c a l l e d by 

the O i l Conservation Commission on i t s own motion to permit 

Everett D. Burqett and a l l other i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s to appear and 
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show cause why the Meyers Union well No. 1, located in Unit I 

of Section il, Township 23 South, Ranqe 27 East, and the 

Richardson-Bass State W->11 No. 1, located i n Unit H of Section 5, 

Township 25 South, Ranqe 28 East, both i n Eddy County, New Mexic|o 

should not be pluqqed in accordance with a Commission-approved 

pluqqinq proqram. 

I f the Examiner please, I have held a conference with 

Mr. Burqett prior to th i s hearinq, and on tha t basis I would l i k e 

to state to the Examiner at t h i s time that he w i l l enter int o a 

s t i p u l a t i o n with us;so on that basis I would l i k e to request 

that Case 2793 oe called at th i s time and be consolidated with 

t h i s case for the purpose of takinq testimony. 

MR. UTZ: Case 2793 w i l l be consolidated with Case 2792 

for the purposes of testimony. You may proceed on both cases. 

MR. DURRETT: Thank you. I believe that the s t i p u l a ­

t i o n -- Now, Mr. Burqett is here today. He w i l l appear on his 

own behalf, and I would l i k e to state for the record that the 

stipula tion that he is w i l l i n q to enter into with the Commission 

is that he w i l l piuq a l l wells that are the subject matter of 

these two cases, with the exception of Pure State Wells Nos. 1, 

2, 3, and 7. 

Now the Commission proposes to present testimony i n 

evidence concerninq the Pure State Wells Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 7, 

so they would be excluded from this s t i p u l a t i o n ; but as to a l l 

other wells and for the purpose of the record, 1 w i l l read the 
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names of the wells. That's the Meyers Union Well No. 1 located 

in Unit I o r Section 11, Township 23 South, Ranqe 27 East, and 

the Richardson-Bass State Well No. 1 located in Unit H of Section 

5, Township 25 South, Ranqe 28 East, both in Eddy County, New 

Mexico; and the Maqnolia State Well No. 1, located in Unit E of 

Section 14, Township 21 South, Ranqe 27 East, Eddy County, New 

Mexico. These wells I have j u s t mentioned would be the subject 

matter of this s t i p u l a t i o n . 

I believe that Mr. Burqett has stated that t h i s Maqnoli 

State Well No. .1 has been pluqqed but that he hasn't f i l e d the 

necessary reports, and I would l i k e to ask him at thi s time to 

comment on that well and also upon the s t i p u l a t i o n . Is that 

correct, Mr. Burqett? 

MR. BURGETT: That's correct. 

MR. DURRETT: That is the Maqnolia State Well No. 1 

that has been pluqqed? 

MR. BURGETT: I t has been pluqqed. The marker has not 

been set. 

MR. UTZ: Do you intend to put Mr. Burqett on the stand? 

MR. DURRETT: I don't intend to put Mr. Burqett on the 

stand, and I believe he intends to take the stand on his own 

behalf, and I ' l l have him sworn l a t e r . 

MR. UTZ: I see. 

MR. DURRETT: I f the Examiner please, I would l i k e to have 

the s t i p u l a t i o n that I have j u s t stated made a part of the record, 
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and I would l i k e to have Mr. Burqett state f o r the record that 

he would accept the s t i p u l a t i o n to plug a l l of the wells that 

are the subject matter of these two cases, with the exception 

of the Pure State Wells Nos. 1, 2, 3, and 7. Would you accept 

that s t i p u l a t i o n , Mr. Burqett? 

MR. BURGETT: I w i l l . 

MR. UTZ: That s t i p u l a t i o n includes two wells in Case 

2792, the Meyers Union No. 1 and the Richardson-Bass No. 1, and 

in Case 2793 the Maqnolia State No. 1? 

MR. DURRETT: Yes, that's correct. 

MR. UTZ : Three wells? 

MR. DURRETT: Yes. Would t h i r t y days be a reasonable 

lenqth of time to have them pluqqed? 

MR. BURGETT 

MR. DURRETT 

MR. BURGETT 

MR. DURRETT 

That's s u f f i c i e n t . 

You w i l l also s t i p u l a t e to that? 

Yes, I w i l l s t i p u l a t e to that. 

Thirty days would be the l i m i t as far as 

the pluqqinq date. Since the s t i p u l a t i o n has been entered, I 

would now l i k e to c a l l Mr. M. L. Armstronq as my f i r s t witness 

in t h i s matter. I believe h e ' l l be the only witness that the 

Commission w i l l c a l l . I ' l l swear him in at th i s time. 

(Witness sworn.) 

| MR. UTZ: Let me ask f o r other appearances. Are there 

: other appearances in t h i s case? You intend to make an appear-

iance, do you not, Mr. Burqett? 
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MR. BURGETT: Yes. 

MR. UTZ: You may proceed. 

M. L. ARMSTRONG 

called as a witness, havinq been f i r s t duly sworn on oath, t e s t i ­

f i e d as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DURRETT 

Q Please state your name and position? 

A M. L. Armstrong, New Mexico O i l Conservation Commission, 

supervisor of D i s t r i c t Two. 

^ M r. Armstrong, are you f a m i l i a r with a l l of the sub­

j e c t wells in Case No. 2792 and Case No. 2793? 

A Yes, s i r . 

You are f a m i l i a r with the Commission f i l e s , the o f f i c i a ' 

f i l e s of the Commission concerning these two wells? 

A Ye s, s i r . 

Q And you were present a moment aqo and heard the Commis­

sion enter into a s t i p u l a t i o n with Mr. Burqett that a l l of the 

wells would be pluqqed, with the exception of the four Pure State 

Wells in Case No. 2793? 

A That is correct. 

w I would l i k e to discuss these wells with you at thi s 

time. Do you have your f i l e s with you concerning these four Pure 

State wells? 

Ye o , o 
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Please open your f i l e on Pure State Well No. 1. 

A 

well? 

Vor; , s i r , 

Would vou read for the record the location of that 

A The Pure State Well No. 1, Unit J, 1650 feet from the 

south l i n e , 1650 feet from the west lin e of Section 15, 21, 27. 

MR. UTZ: That's 21 South, 27 East? 

A Riciht. 

Q (By Kt. Durrett) Mr. Armstrong, refer to your o f f i c i a l 

f i l e there of the Commission and t e l l us in a qeneral way what 

the status of the Commission f i l e i s . What I'm p a r t i c u l a r l y 

interested in r i q h t at this moment, what are the last documents 

or reports that you have that have ioeen f i l e d with the Commission 

A We received a C-110 July 5th from Pure State. This 

is for 1 and State as they're on the same u n i t . 

U Is that a C-110? 

rt That is a C-110. This is askinq about some work to be 

done. You want me to read what he says t h i s is qoinq to be? 

Q '-"'as he requesting the dual work on the well at that 

time? Go ahead and read that into the record. 

A He wasn't going to do any work on the w e l l . I t ' s about 

hauling his o i l . This form is being f i l e d to get permission to 

haul and s e l l the o i l y produce"to whatever source I can s e l l the 

o i l at the best price." I think that's a l l that means anything, 

w What was the date on that form again? 
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A I t was Ju l y 5 t h , 1957. 

Q Is t h a t the ''.ast form t h a t you have i n the f i l e con-

A That's the l a s t form I have i n my f i l e . 

-i Let me ask you t h i s before we proceed to the next w e l l . 

Did you make an on - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n of t h i s w e l l very r e c e n t l y ? 

A Last Thursday. 

Q What was the s i t u a t i o n t h a t you found to e x i s t at t h a t 

time? 

A Wel l , the p i t s were a l l emptied, the fences were a l l 

down; however, of course, the w e l l hasn't produced i n some time, 

I don't b e l i e v e . There's o i l out around the tank and also a dead 

cow j u s t out of the p i t . 

Q That was an on - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n l a s t Thursday? 

A Last Thursday. 

Q Let's proceed on to the next w e l l , which would be the 

Pure State Well No. 2. 

A You want the lo c a t i o n ? 

Q Yes, read the l o c a t i o n i n the record, please. 

A Pure State No. 2 i n U n i t J, 2310 f e e t from the east 

l i n e , 1650 f o o t from the south l i n e . 

^ Did you read the se c t i o n and townshio? 

A Oh, Section 15, 21 South, 27 East. 

Q Refer aqain to your o f f i c i a l f i l e , Mr. Armstronq, and 

stat e f o r the record the date of the l a s t r e p o r t t h a t you have i n 
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site? 

A 

the f i l e . 

A The last report was a C-105 well loq, March 21, 1956. 

Did you also make an on-site inspection of this well 

Ye s, s i r . 

Was that on Thursday, too? 

That was on Thursday, too. 

C. Would you please state for the record the condition 

you found to exist there? 

A Well, the conditions there were a l l r i q h t . In f a c t , 

there's nothing there only I believe a pump jack, and that's abou 

i t . 

Q But everythinq else on the lease seemed to be in qood 

order? 

A That was a l l r i q h t . 

^ I b e l i e v e you s ta ted the C-105, the w e l l l o q , was the 

That ' s the l a s t r e p o r t . 

las-

Q --the last thinq you had f i l e d . What did you have j u s t 

previous to that? 

A That was Auqust 25, 1955. 

Q What was i t ? 

A Pure No. 2 caved in between 75 and 125 feet. The 

well was d r i l l e d out to 210, and that's a l l . I t stops at 210 

foot of 5-1/2 oipe, 14-pound weiqht was run and cemented with 
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twenty sacks of cement by Denton Cementinq Company, 

Is that a C-102 or 103, or what? 

A That's a 103. 

Now proceed to the next w e l l , which I believe is the 

Pure State Well No. 3. 

A Yes, s i r . 

C Give i t s location for the record. 

A This is Pure State No. 3, Southwest of the Southeast, 

15, 21, 27; that's 21 South and 27 East. I t ' s 660 from the 

south l i n e , 1980 from .̂he east l i n e . 

KR. UTZ: 660 from the south and what? 

A 1980 from the east. 

Q (By Mr. Durrett) Is that also i n the same section, 

township, and ranqe? 

A That is r i q h t . 

Q Refer to your o f f i c i a l f i l e , Mr. Armst rong . Please 

s t a t e f o r the record what the l a s t r e p o r t , the date of the l a s t 

r e p o r t tha t you have there and what i t i s . 

That was a C-105 w e l l l o q . 

What was the date on i t ? 

I t was received on March 2 1 , 1956. 

w Same date as the Pure State No. 2? 

A Yes, I b e l i e v e t h a t i s r i q h t . 

Q That would be the same day of the l a s t o rde r . Did you 

also inspec t t h i s w e l i s i t e on Thursday l a s t ? 

A 
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A 

V.'hat conditions did vou f i n d to exist? 

A I t ' s about the sane as 2, i t ' s a l l r i q h t . There's 

nothi nq there * much. 

w But i t ' s a l l r i q h t as far as the surface qoes? 

Proceed to the Well No. 7 of Pure State and aive i l s 

location. 

A Pure State No. 7, Unit 0, 990 from the south l i n e , 2310 

from the east l i n e of Section IS, 21 South, 27 East. 

Q And le t ' s proceed in the same manner as we have been 

proceedinq. What is the la s t report you have there? 

.A I t ' s a well loq, C-105, received on December l l t h in 

'57. 

w 1957? 

I said a well loq, that's a mistake, excuse 

me. 

A 

oumoses r 

What is i t ? 

I t ' s a C-103 

What is the purpose of that form- those do have several 

A I t ' s some work that he was doinq on the w e l l , pump was 

beinq pulled and was hunq on top of two j o i n t s of casinq, so on. 

I t ' s quite a lonq --do you want me to read i t a l l ? 

w Just state --
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A Just that he was working on the w e l l . 

Q That's in December, 1957? 

A December 11, 1957. 

Q That was the last communication that you received con­

cerning that well? 

A That's r i g h t . 

Q Did you also make an o n - s i t e i n s p e c t i o n of t h i s w e l l ? 

A Yes. 

Q No. 7, what was i t s condition'? 

A The surface was in good condition on i t . 

^ Then as far as your testimony, to summarize i t more 

or less concerning the surface, I believe you have t e s t i f i e d that 

only one of these four wells seemed to have a considerable amount 

of surface damage or at least a surface that would not comply 

with the Commission regulations? 

A That's r i g h t . That's where the tank battery for a l l of 

them was located. 

Q Is that the No. 1 Well? 

A That is the No. 1 Well. 

Q I believe you t e s t i f i e d e a r l i e r — i f not, I ' l l ask you 

again -- that i t is your duty to supervise the plugging of wells 

in your d i s t r i c t and to make recommendations to the Commission 

concerning plugging wells and the manner i n which they should 

be plugged, is that correct? 

A Yes. 
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Q In your opinion, Mr. Armstrong, do you fee l that 

these wells, a l l of the four subject wells we are t a l k i n g about 

here, should be plugged in a manner that would prevent crude 

petroleum o i l , natural gas, or water escaping from strata in 

which they're found to another strata? 

A You are t a l k i n g about d i f f e r e n t wells now, aren't you? 

Q Yes. Vv'e w i l l take them one at a time, then. 

A No, you don't need to take them one at a time. 

Q The Pure State Well No. 1, what would be your opinion 

concerning that w e l l , the four wells that we have j u s t been 

talking about? 

A The four wells you have j u s t been t a l k i n g about — 

Q The Pure State Well No. 1. 

A You want me to give the plugqing program? 

Q F i r s t I would l i k e for you to state for the record as 

to whether or not you f e e l i t should be plugged i n a manner 

that w i l l confine o i l , gas, water, et cetera, i n i t s natural 

s tra ta. 

rt I think they should be plugged in that way. 

Q Do you have a plugging program that you would recommend 

A I believe I gave i t to Mr. Burgett, but i t was 25 sacks 

at the bottom and a 20-sack at the bottom of the surface water, 

and a regulation marker. 

MR. UTZ: 25 sacks where? 

A At the bottom of the hole, and a 20-sack j u s t below 
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wherever the water, the fresh water i s . 

Q (By Mr. Durrett) What about surface pluq? 

A They need a surface pluq qood enouqh to hold the 

marker, usually f i v e sacks. 

Q On the Pure State Well No. 2, would you have an opinion 

concerninq whether or not t h i s well should be pluqqed in a manner 

that would prevent crude o i l , qas, or water escapinq from the 

strata in which they're o r i q i n a l l y found into another strata? 

A I think i t should be, and the pluqqinq proqram w i l l 

be the same as on the f i r s t , the No. 1. 

Q What about the Pure State Well No. 3, would you have 

an opinion concerninq the pluqqinq of t h i s well as to whether 

or not i t should be pluqqed in the manner that w i l l confine o i l , 

qas, water, and other deposits therein i n the strata in which 

they are o r i q i n a l l y found? 

A I think i t should be pluqqed in that manner. 

^ Give us the proqram on i t , please. 

A Make i t the same as the others. 

0 Now the las t w e l l , which is Pure State Well No. 7, 

what would be your recommendation concerninq the pluqqinq of 

t h i s well? 

A I t ' s my opinion i t should be pluqqed j u s t l i k e the 

others. 

Q For the same reason? 

A For the same reason. 
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iat would be your pluqqinq proqram? 

A The same as on the others. 

0 .Would you have a recommendation to make concerninq the 

surface on the Pure State Well No. 1? 

A The surface should be cleaned and leveled, as there are 

p i t s there and there's o i l around the tanks, o i l and water, and 

that should a l l be cleaned up. 

MR. DURRETT: Thank you, Mr. Armstronq. Mr. Examiner, 

that w i l l conclude my examination of Mr. Armstronq. I would 

l i k e to advise Mr. Burqett i f he would l i k e to ask Mr. Armstronq 

questions, i t would be proper for him to do so at this time. 

I f he would l i k e to take the stand, we w i l l rest our case a f t e r 

I dismiss Mr. Armstronq, and he would then have the opportunity 

to take the stand and be sworn in and present a statement or 

whatever he would l i k e . You may ask Mr. Armstronq questions 

now, i f you l i k e . 

MR. BURGETT: I don't believe so. 

MR. DURRETT: I f there are no questions, that concludes 

our questioninq of Mr. Armstronq and that concludes our case. 

MR. UTZ: Does anyone have any questions of Mr. 

Arms tronq? 

CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY UTZ: 

w Mr. Armstronq, are either of these four Pure wells 

producinq at thi s time? 
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A No, s i r . I don't think so. 

<i Do you have any idea as to when they l a s t produced? 

A I believe in June of '58. 

Q The Commission records show this? 

A The Commission records, at that time I didn't qet the 

C-115's, but the enqineerinq s t a t i s t i c a l , that's the last pro­

duction that they show on i t . 

Q The production on these wells when they were producinq, 

was the production reported in accordance with the Comm i s s10 n 

rules ? 

A I suppose i t was. See, at that time we didn't qet the 

C-115's at that o f f i c e . They went to the Hobbs o f f i c e but not 

to us. 

Q The New Mexico Enqineerinq Report shows production up 

to June, '58? 

A Yes. 

Q Is this consistent of a l l these wells on the Pure lease 

A I'm not too sure on what wells, on account of I. don't 

have those 115's to see, and i t qives i t by unit s . See, there's 

two wells on each unit i n t h i s , and I think both units did pro­

duce wells accordinq to the s t a t i s t i c a l report. 

Ci But there are other wells on t h i s lease that are s t i l l 

producinq? 

A No, there i s n ' t any wells that are producinq. 

'-x Are there any other wells s t i l l producinq on the 
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Maqnolia lease? 

A No, there i s n ' t , 

U And i n Case 2792,are there any other wells on the Union 

lease that are producinq? 

A No, there i s n ' t . I don't believe there is on the Union 

No, on the Union lease, no. 

U You don't know of any producinq wells on the leases 

covered by either Case 2792 or 2793? 

A No, s i r . 

Q Approximately how deep are these wells? 

A Well, on the No. 7, the Scout Report qives i t 580 on 

the No. 7. 

Q Are they a l l approximately the same? 

A They're around close to that, anyhow. 

Q How about the Meyers No. 1 and Richardson-Bass State 

No. 1, and the Maqnolia State Mo. 1, are they a l l about the same 

depth? 

A The Maqnolia is about the same depth. I can qive i t 

to you, i f you want i t . 

Q I f you have i t there, I wish you would qive i t . 

A 538 is the Scout Report on i t . 

Q Meyers, Richardson-Bass wells, are they deeper or 

shallower? 

A They're deeper. But I can't qive you the depths because 

I haven't read any reports from him at a l l except the intention 
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to d r i l l and the well pluq. 

Q Do you know what formation they were producinq from? 

A I don't believe they have ever produced. 

Q I see. 

A The Richardson-Bass, I ' l l qive you the depth of i t . 

No, won't either. I don't have anythinq on i t . 

Q So you have never received any C-105's on either of 

these wells? 

A No, I haven't received anythinq other than the notice 

of i n tention to d r i l l , and the well pluq. 

MR. UTZ: Are there other questions? I f there are 

no questions, the witness may be excused. 

(Witness excused.) 

MR. DURRETT: That w i l l conclude our case, Mr. Examiner 

Would you l i k e to be sworn I n , Mr. Burqett? 

MR. BURGETT: Yes. 

(Witness sworn.) 
EVERETT D. BURGETT 

called as a witness, havinq been f i r s t duly sworn on oath, t e s t i ­

f i e d as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DURRETT: 

C Do you have a statement or something that you would 

l i k e to present to the Examiner concerninq the four wells? This 

i s your part of the case, so you may go r i g h t ahead with i t . 

A On Pure 1, 2, 3, and 7, I would l i k e to propose that 
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these be Granted an extension of, say, ninety days, to put them 

back on production to determine i f i t ' s economically feasible 

to produce them. I f not, at the end of that time they w i l l be 

pluqqed. 

On Maqnolia No. 1, which is in Section 14, 21, 27, 

this well has already been pluqqed and a l l that is lackinq is 

the marker and the necessary papers f i l e d . On the Union Meyers, 

the Meyers Union No. 1, this well has been pluqqed and marker 

has been set up. There has been no f i n a l reports made on i t as 

yet. V'ith the Richardson-Bass No. 1, th i s w e l l has not been 

pluqqed. My intentions are to pluq i t w i t h i n the next t h i r t y 

days. 

U Mr. Burqett, i f the Examiner would f e e l disposed to 

grant you the ninety days to put these four wells, the Pure 

State wells Back on production, you would f e e l or would be 

w i l l i n q to agree that i f t h i s p r i v i l e q e were qranted to you, 

that the order could read that they would be pluqqed? 

A They'll either be on production or pluqqed at the end 

of ninety days. 

Q I f not producing? 

A That's r i g h t . 

•w Do you f e e l tha t these f o u r w e l l s , t h a t ' s the Pure 

Sta te V'ellsNo. 1, 2 , 3, and 7, can be produced i n an economical ly 

f e a s i b l e manner? 

A They have produced economical ly i n the pas t ; due to 
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the market conditions in '58 they were shut down. 

bui io f e e l t h a t you could qet them back on w i t h i n 

n i n e t y days? 

A Fx i q h t . 

u Or at least there's a qood p o s s i b i l i t y of that? 

A Weil, I could qet a test on them so i t would show i f 

they would be economically feasible. 

w And that you would, i<* they were not producinq at the 

end of ninety days, you would pluq them? 

A I ' l l be w i l l i n q to pluq them and move the equipment 

se is e l e c t r i f i e d , I put the e l e c t r i c i t y in there, P ,< c p. 

..-.Hi.; . j >3 U j\ : '.here. 

Iv'itl. DURRETT: I f the Examiner please, i n view of Mr. 

Buroott's statement here today and his testimony as to what he 

would 1ike to do with these wells, I'd l i k e to recommend to the 

Examiner that he be granted this ninety-day period of time in 

which tc put these four wells back on production, with the 

understandina that they would be pluqqed at the end of that time 

i f not producinq. 

MR. UTZ: The Examiner w i l l take your recommendation 

i n t ~ consideration, Mr. Durrett. That concludes your testimony? 

MR. BURGETT: This i s a l l I have. 

MR. PORTER: Mr. Examiner, I would l i k e to ask Mr. 

Burqett a few questions. 

MR. UTZ: Certainly. 
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CROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. PORTER: 

I s . i t four w e l l s that you propose to put back on pro­

duc t i o n ? 

A Yes, s i r . 

C As I r e c a l l , a t one time when I v i s i t e d the lease a 

number of years ago, the tank i n t o which you were producinq the 

we l l s had not been strapped, there was no way of measurinq the 

o i l i n the tank, i s t h a t c o r r e c t ? 

A At the time you v i s i t e d the l o c a t i o n s , t h i s was c o r r e c t 

I was I n s t r u c t e d to have t h i s tank measured by c e r t i f i e d enqineer 

This was done and the stra p p i n g table i s a v a i l a b l e . I b e l i e v e I 

sent the State Land a copy of t h i s strapping t a b l e . 

U: Vhere do you propose to s e l l your o i l i f the we l l s are 

put back :)n? 

A I t i s my i n t e n t i o n now to s e l l to C o n t i n e n t a l , i f they 

w i l l buy t h i s asphalt base. I understand the market i s up on 

a s p h a 11 o i 1. 

0 I t would be trucked? 

A Yes. I n the event there were other sales f o r other 

purposes, such as f u e l o i l , paving, I've used i t f o r t a r coat 

f o r paving and I have sold i t f o r t h a t . 

C At the time you l a s t produced the w e l l s , what percentage^ 

of water were they making? 

A Pure No. 1 was making approximately 75 percent water, 
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No. 2 about the same, Ko. 3 was makinq about 99 percent water. 

Mow a t the time Mo. 3 was d r i l l e d i n , the water percentage was 

about f i v e percent. 

^ There was a question here a while aqo t h a t wasn't 

answered d e f i n i t e l y . Do you remember what the l a s t month was 

th a t you produced anything? 

A The w e l l s were shut down July 8, 1958. 

And thev have been shut down ever since? 

A This Is c o r r e c t . 

MR. UTZ: I s t h a t '58? 

Yes, s i r . 

MR. PORTER: That's a l l I have. 

MR. DURRETT: I have another question or two, Mr 

Examiner, i f you please. 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DURRETT: 

Mr. B u r q e t t , I neqlected to ask you t h i s a moment 

aqo when I was asking you a question or two, but on your reques-

to the Examiner t h a t he qive you the ninety-day period of time 

i n which to produce these w e l l s , i t would, of course, be the 

understanding th a t as f a r as the Pure State We 11 No. 1, t h a t 

Mr. Armstronq t e s t i f i e d the surface was i n very bad c o n d i t i o n , 

t h a t would a l l be cleaned up to comply w i t h the Commission 

r e g u l a t i o n s ? 

A I t i s my understanding t h a t the tanks w i l l have to be 
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moved. In the past, Mr. Armstrong permitted the tanks to be 

set w i t h i n the 150-foot radius of the w e l l ; and in accordance 

with the rules of the Commission we b u i l t a f i r e wall around 

them. I believe i t would be better for a l l concerned, and I know 

i t would be better for the G i l Conservation Commission to move 

the tanks i n excess of the 150 feet, which is what they c a l l 

f o r . I don't know what rule number i t i s , but I'm aware that 

i t ' s required, 150 feet away from the nearest well or roadway. 

U Co you would comply with the rule on that? 

A This is r i g h t . 

u< I was also thinking about the fences. 

A Well, t h i s i s also set out i n the rules and regulations 

that a l l p i t s must be fenced, so that they're cattle-proof and so 

f o r t h . 

You would be w i l l i n g to comply with a l l of the regula­

tions' 

A This is r i g h t . 

MR. DURRETT: Thank you. 

MR. UTZ: Are there any other questions of the witness? 

The witness may be excused. 

(Witness excused.) 

MR. UTZ: Any other statements to be made in t h i s case7 

Mr. Irby. 

MR. IRBY: Frank Irby from the State Engineer's Office. 

We are very much concerned with the protection of a l l the waters 
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i n the area, and therefore we have an inte r e s t i n the pluqqinq 

of these wells. Further, we don't want to i n t e r f e r e with the 

business of the O i l Commission, but we would lik e to resp e c t f u l l y 

request that these wells be pluqqed in a proper manner as early 

as possible in order to prevent contamination of the waters 

that exist in the area. 

MR. BURGETT: May I add something to that? 

MR. UTZ: Yes, s i r . 

MR. BURGETT: For the Engineer's information, i n t h i s 

area where the wells are located, Pure 1, 2, 3, and 7, and with 

the other approximately 15 wells that have been d r i l l e d around 

there, there has been no surface water. The only f l u i d that was 

ever encountered was in the Yates formation, which is in the 

zone that the o i l is produced from. 

MR. IRBY: Mr. Examiner, I realize there are many areas 

i n the various o i l f i e l d s that aren't necessarily productive of 

water at that point, but an improperly constructed well can per­

mit contaminants to leak out into porous zones which can con­

taminate water sources. Therefore, the Engineer respe c t f u l l y 

requests that they be pluqqed in the proper manner. 

MR. DURRETT: I would l i k e to ask Mr. Irby a question, 

i f I could. 

MR. IRBY: Yes, s i r . 

MR. DURRETT: What would be your opinion concerninq the 

ninety days that has been suqqested by Mr. Burqett, would you be 

r1 1,1 T 
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opposed to t h a t , or how would you f e e l about that? 

MR. IRBY: Well, p e r s o n a l l y , w i t h o u t more d e t a i l e d 

examination i n the case, I am r e l u c t a n t to a time period t h a t 

lonq, However, I f e e l f u l l y c o n f i d e n t t h a t the Examiner and the 

Commission w a l l look a f t e r t h i s i n t e r e s t and see t h a t i t ' s done 

i n a reasonable time. 

MR. DURRETT: You would f e e l t h a t they should be pluqqeji 

e i t h e r r i q h t away or put back on production p r e t t y quick? 

MR. IRBY: Yes, s i r , t h a t ' s c o r r e c t . 

MR. UTZ: You heard the proposed pluqqinq proqram f o r 

the l u r e State w e l l s as qiven by Mr. Armstronq. Would such 

pluqqinq proqram be s a t i s f a c t o r y to the State Enqineer's C f f i c e ? 

MR. IRBY: Yes, s i r . 

MR. UTZ: I would l i k e to put Mr. Burqett back on the 

record aqain i n reaard to the pluqqinq of the Meyers Union and 

Richardson-Bass and the Maqnolia State Ho. 1. 

MR. DURRETT: Would you take the stand, please? 

EVERETT D. BURGETT 

r e c a l l e d as a witness, havinq been p r e v i o u s l y duly sworn, t e s t i ­

f i e d f u r t h e r as f o l l o w s : 

RECROSS EXAMINATION 

BY MR. UTZ 

I t ' s my understanding, Mr. Bu r q e t t , t h a t Maqnolia State 

No. 1 has been pluqqed? 

A This i s c o r r e c t . 
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Q How did you e f f e c t that pluq? 

A This was pluqqed -- of the numerous wells that have 

been d r i l l e d in that area, there has been more of a standard 

procedure for pluqqinq, at Mr. Armstrong's insistence that the 

lower formation be pluqqed o f f ; the normal procedure, 25 sacks, 

ano then in the past i t has been 15 sacks at the lower section 

of the possible water zones down to what we refer to as the top 

of the lime. This takes in the red bed sections or red shale 

sections on down off of the structure,is where the windmill water 

i s . These are the zones I'm sure that the State Enqineer was 

interested in protecting. This zone is casinged through and 

cemented. 

Again, when these wells are plugged, a plug is set 

below t h i s section which seals off any contamination that 

might be possible or would make contamination impossible from 

the lower zones on up to the surface. 

C So you did set a 25-sack plug on the bottom? 

A Yes. 

U And a 15-sack plug j u s t below the lime? 

A Riqht below the top of the lime, t h i s qives i t s o l i d . 

Q There is mud in between and mud up above the upper pluc 

A Since there's no fluid,surface sand was used to pluq 

i t and then aqain was normal procedure out there since there was 

no f l u i d . 

Q Did you p u l l the casinq on t h i s well? 
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A Yes, the casinq was pulled. 

Q So that the State Maqnolia, or Maqnolia State No. 1 

and the Meyers Union No. 1 were pluqqed i n the same manner? 

A Meyers No. 1 — w e l l , that's a deeper w e l l , that has 

a d i f f e r e n t pluqqinq proqram. 

Q Let's qo into the pluqqinq proqram on the Union No. 1. 

A As I r e c a l l on that there was, I ' l l have to check my 

f i l e s , but I called Mr. Armstronq and asked him for a pluqqinq 

proqram and t h i s was what was used in that. As I r e c a l l , there 

was a pluq at the bottom. This i s in the Delaware sand at the 

base of the s a l t , at the top of the s a l t . Then at the base of 

the possible water zone, which i n that p a r t i c u l a r area i s around 

270, so we set the pluq at 300. Aqain, t h i s was arrived at 

from Mr. Armstrong's in s t r u c t i o n s . 

Now the Richardson-Bass No. 1 i s not pluqqed. I do 

have the pluqqing program, which i s the same as the Meyers. They 

are i n generally the same area and have about the same sa l t sec­

tions and so on. 

Q So a l l you have to do, i n your opinion, to e f f e c t i v e l y 

plug the Union No. 1 and the Magnolia State No. 1 is to put a 

surface plug i n , and a marker? 

A Well, Magnolia No. 1 has a surface marker. The Meyers 

Union i s already plugged with a marker. 

Q I t has a marker on i t ? 

A Yes, s i r . I have to make one check. I believe that 
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resham v:ith the Commiso ion made the remark that there was 

a wrona quarter-quarter mark on i t . I haven't checked to make 

sur 

A 

How deep is your Richardson-Bass No. 1? 

I believe the loo on i t was 2480. There was an e l e c t r i 

loq run on I t . 

You would be w i l l i n q to pluq that well i n accordance 

with Mr. Armstronq's instructions? 

A Yes, with the instructions that he qives. 

MR. UTZ: I have no further questions. Do you have 

anythinq further? 

MR. DURRETT: I don't have anythinq further from Mr. 

Burqett. I would l i k e to request permission to put Mr. Armstronq 

back on the stand for one question. 

MR. UTZ: A l l r i q h t . Mr. Burqett may be excused then. 

(Witness excused.) 

recalled as a witness, havinq been previously duly sworn, t e s t i ­

f i e d further as follows: 

REDIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. DURRETT: 

Mr. Armstronq, I would l i k e to qo very b r i e f l y with 

you back into the pluqqinq proqram that you recommended con­

cerninq the Pure State V.'ells No. 1, 2, 3, and 7. I don't 

believe you made a recommendation when we were on prio r d i r e c 
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examination concerninq mud. 

A That is r i q h t . I forqot to put that i n . 

C Do you have such a recommendation to make? 

A I do. I think i t should be at least ten-pound mud 

between each one of the cement pluqs from top to bottom. 

ME. DURRETT: Thank you, Mr. Armstronq. That's a l l 

I have. 

MR. UTZ: The witness may be excused. 

(Witness excused.) 

MR. UTZ: Are there any other statements in th i s case, 

either of these cases? The cases w i l l be taken under advisement. 
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