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BEFORE THE
OlL CONSERVATION COMMISSION
SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO
MAY 4, 1961

EXAMINER HEARING

THE MATTER OF:

Application of V. S. Welch for an
unorthodox oil well location.

Case 2262
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T THE HATTe2 OF: :
CASE 2252 /ivplication of V. S. jelck for an unortho- :
c¢ox oll well locatio ipplicant, in the:
cbove-cstyled cauge, seeks avpproval of an :
unorthodox oil well location in the Culwin-:
Yateg Pool for a well tc be drilled a2t a :
noint 33C feet from the South line and 23C0:
feet from the Jest line of Section 2°,Town-:
shin 13 South, Zeonge 31 Zast, EAdy County, :
Tew Flexico. :
SEFORE:
aniel S. "utter, Examiner.
ITx-2758C0z212CL o7 220C0EEDITGCS

JH, YUTTER:  Ye will call next Case 22542,

1. ORRIS: Case 2252. 1loplicetion of V. 3. 'elch for
an unorthodox oil well location.

MR, UJATSOYM: Yesl B, Watscn of the firm of Jatson & ‘'at-
son, :rtesia, Yew lMexico, renresenting lir. V. &. Jelch and the aon-
plicant, Xr., V. V. Welch.
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DIRECT ETAMITATION ;
!
BY IR. WATSOM: 5
- State your name, nlesse.
A V. S. tielen.
- You are the applicant in this case for an unorthodox

well location in the southesst quarter of the southwest quarter of

Section 2¢, Township 13 South, "ange 31 East?

! Yeg, gir.
. “hat lessehold interest do you own in that Section?

One-~half interest.

o hat portion of the Section?

ﬁ The south half of Section 29.

< "hat production do you now have on that leose?

L e have gseven wells on that leasge.

g iné¢ from whet fofmations are they producing?

A Two of them are producing. Y o. 1 and 2 a2re vrocducling

f»om the “ueen or the upper CGrayburg, and 3, L, 3 and 5 2re pro-

J

ducinaz from the Yates.
“There are the Yates wells located that you have in the

gouth helf of Section 297

(=

A One 1g located

—

northezst of the southwest, and To. ig in the northwest of the

i

southyest. To. 5 ig in the northwest of the southeast, and o,

ig in the gouthwest of the southeast.

n the north, our Yo. It is located in the

i
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. Wo. 2 is producing from the Grayburg,or lower Queen. The other

. wells are producing from the Yates.

; west, in the northeast of the northwest, in the northwest of the

| northeast, and in the northeast of the northeast, and in the south+

330 feet north of the South line, and 250 feet west of the East line

t attached to your application. What are your reasonsg, Mr. Welch,

Q With reference to the south half of the south half of
Section 29, in Township 18 South, Range 31 East, what development
has been done there with respect to the Yates Wells, Yates produc-
ing wells?

A In the --

Q In the south half of the south half?

A You mean in the north half; in the north half of 327

Q No. I wanted to get the situation with reference to the
gouth half of the south half of your tract. j

A Yes. Well Wo. 1 "A", which is in the southwest of the

southwest, is producing from the Grayburg or Queen, lower Queen.

Q Now, in the north half of the north half of Section 32,
Township 18 South, Range 31 East, what Yates production has been

developed 1in that area?

.Y Well, there's Yates wells in the northwest of the north-

west of the northeast. Those are all producing from both the Yhte$

and the Queen.

Q Applicant seeks an unorthodox location for a Yates test

of the southwest quarter of Section 29, as shown on your Exhibit
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practical.

e Do you have any other reasons, Mr. Welch, such ag any
installations in the area which make it necessary to drill this
well at this unorthodox location?

A Well, I would like to drill it where I could get an oil

well. The object of drilling these wells is to produce oil., I

could move west 330 feet, leep 33C from my offset, but I have got:
a dry hole over there that had no Yates at all, and I don't want
to run toward that. Therel's a pipeline that runs just west of th&
No. 2 Well, and I would have to move across that to get a location,
and I just don't want to move toward the dry hole,
Q You say the offset acreage to the east where you will be
250 feet from the line, that is a part of your same lease and is
under the szame ownership, iz it not?
A Oh, yes.
MR. WATSON: Thaé's all I have. Do you have any ques-
tions?
MR. MORRIS: Yeg, sir.
MR, NUTTER: Mr. Morris.
CROSS~-EXAMINATION

BY MR. MORRIS:

Q Mr. Welch, what reasons do you have for not wlishing to
move your well to the north?

A Well, it should be an offset location. I would expect

to drill an offset to my neighbors. The other wells there, or the

-
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other well just southeast of it 1s 330 feet from our line, and it!
an awfully good Yates well.
Q You could drill at an orthodox location, however, if you

L

moved to the north, is that correct?

A Oh, yes, sure.
Q And the resgson, then --
A Well, therets two reasons for that. Our tank battery

gets to the north. Of course, I could drill any place to the

north or west there, but it wouldn't be an offset well.

O

You do feel ~=-

A I want to get as close to a good well ag I can.

Q You do feel that the entire lj0-acre tract, being the
goutheast of the southwest quarter of 13, you feel that the whole
40 acres, however, ig productive of oil from the Yates, don't you?

A Oh, no. I have no reason to think =o.

Q You'll be in thehposition, Mr. Welch, of dedicating the
entiré L0 acres to that well when you get it drilled, and you are
aware, are you not? that you can only dedicate productive acreage
to a well?

A Well, I cdon't know that it's not productive. I Jdo know
that we didntt get any Yates in the well offsetting 1t.

ol For purposes of dedication, you would presume it all to
be productive, though, would you not?

A Vaturally, of course. I would hope so.

& ¥r., Welch, referring to your Yell No. L in the northeast

A
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of the southwest, is that a good well in the Yates?

A Yes.

G How about your Well Wo. 5 in the northwest of the south-
west, that is a good well in the Yates?

A Right.

MR, MORRIS: Thank you. I have no further questions.

BY MR, NUTTER:

Q Mr. Welch, how wide is this pipeline right-of-way that
runs by there?

A I couldn't answer that, I don't know. %
Q How far west would you have to move to clear your Wo. 2 |

a

Well, plus the right-of-way?

A I couldn't answer that to the foot, but I would have to
move at least 150 foot, perhaps more, I don't know. I haven't
measured it off, but I know just from looking 2t it that I would
have to be on the other eide of the right-of-way.

& The oniy direction that you are seeking an unorthodox
location is to move approximately 80 feet closer to the east line
of that southwest quarter --

A That's right.

Q ~- which is crowding acreage owned by yourself and Mr.
Iverson?
L4
A Thatts right. <L ' s

MR. NUTTER: Any further gquestions of Mr. Welch?

MR. WATSON: That's all we have.

®
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FR. WUTTER: Do you have anything further, Mr. Watson?
MR, WATSOW: o, sir.
¥R. VUTTER: Does anyone have anything to offer in Case

22627 e will talke the cose under advigement.

QeL AL, ML QLA

STATE OF WEW MEXICO )
) ss
COUNTY OF BERMALILLO )

I, ADA DEARWLEY, Court Reporter, in and for the County of
Bernalillo, State of Wew Mexico, do hereby certify that the fore-
going and attached Transcript of Proceedings before the Wew Mexico
011 Conservation Commission was reported by me in machine short-
hand and reduced to typewritten transcript under my personal superi
vision, and that.the same 1s a true and correct record to the begt
of my knowledge, sgkill and ability.

WITNESS my Hand and Seal this, the 5th day of May, 1661, in
the City of Albuquerque, County of Bernalillo, State of Yew Mex-

ico.

/ézéld¢uégﬁ,
NOTARY Puytc

My Commission expires: I do hereby certify that the foregoing 1s
a complieie record of the proceedings 1

June 19, 1963 the Exciiier noaring of Case Nozz*z?
heard by me on\r'-—% ................ L 19@L..

o N
~\J A rtertseree.,  BXAMIineT
New Mexico 0il Conservation Commission
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