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0IL COSERVATION COMMISSION
SAWTA FE, I HEYICO
¥AY )y, 1951

EXAMNIVER EZARITC

I'T THm ATTER OF: :
CASE 2257 ‘pnlication of “agh, Windfohr 2nd Broun for
an unorthorox well locetion., ‘pnlicant, in
the above-styled cause, seelig anproval of :
an unorthodox location in 2n uadegicnated :
~ho pool for its Jacligon Federal Jell Yo, :
23-2, located 11,20 feet from the South line :

and 1¢80 feet from the Zagt liae of Seetion
i, Township 17 South, Range 22 Zast, EJdy :
County, “ew lexico. :
BEFCOR=:
Daniel S. Tutter, =Zxaminer.
TR2RA TS CRIPT OF PR OCEEDIVYE S

iR, UTTER: “Je will teke Case 2257,
. HORRIS: (Case 226%. 2pvplication of “ash, “lincéfonr
and 3rown for an unorthodox well location.

= JATSOT: I sm . atson, etson & Uatson,.Artesiaﬁ

Tew l'exlico, 2ttorney for the apolicant. ‘e have = witness, lir,

V. P. Shelidon, to be sguworn.

- ¥

('itnegss sworn)

(“hereupon, “policant's Txhibits
og. 1 and 2 were marked for
identification)
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VILAS SHELDOY,
called as a witness, having been first duly sworn, testified as
follows:
DIRECT EXAMIMATION

BY IR. WATSON:

L State your name, please.

& Vilas Sheldon.

< What is your profession, Mr, Sheldon?

A Geologist.

G Have you testified previously before the 011 Conserva-

tion Cormmigsion of Mew Mexico and glven your qualifications?

A Yeg, eir, T have.

MR. WAT3OW: Does the Commission recognize Mr. Sheldonts
qualificationg?
MR, MUTTER: Yeg, sir. Please proceed.

o (By Mr. Watson) Mr. Sheldon, are you at the present
time and have been for some time recently employed by Nash, Jind-
fohr and Brown as a consulting geologist with reference to opera-
tions on their Jackson B leage?

A Yes, gir, I am so employed.

Q I'11 hand you what hag been marked Applicant!s Zxhibit
Mo. 1, andé agk you to state what that is, please?

A It is a blueprint of the map of the general area, shou-
ing ownerghip of the acreage for several miles around the W¥asgh,

Windfohr and Brown block of acreage.
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:, Lre the “Tagh, Windfohr and Brown leases in that ares

)

|
i

leasehold interests on that area outlined in any particular manner?
A Yes. The Wash, Windfohr and Brown leases are colored by
the use of yellow.

i On ZApplicant!s Axhibit 1, you have indicated a location

of the Jackson 22-B Viell, ig that right?

™

N
&

Yes.
. And& you have algo indicated the location of the well for

which we seek approval here, the 23-B?

A Yes, sir.

< And they're so designated on this map?

A They are.

Al From what formation is the Jackson 22-B ‘ell producing? |
4 Jackson 22-B is the digcovery well in the Abo formation.;
Q Is any part of the Mash, Yindfohr and Brown lease in a

degignated Abo field at this time? »
2 T dontt think so. Yet, I'm not for sure. The lasgst I

knew, 1t hadn't been placed in any field.

& Jell, there's only the one vproducing well?
A There's just the one producing well.
e ind the 23-B Well has been commenced, is that correct?

'
W

Yeg, it has. Mr.Windfohr wanted to start drilling it,

g0 he started drilling it.
: And approval wag obtained from the U.S.G.3. subject to

obteining approval of this unorthodox location? {
= i
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A Oh, yes, the U.S.G.S. gave apvroval for it. Itts up to

»

1923

J
lthe 0.C.C. to grant avproval and 2ssign an allowable. Insofar s

| the U.5.G.5., they were happy.

! 5 There hag been in this immediate area only this one Abo
! !
well drilled oreviously, the Jackson 227 |
|
A Yes, 1n the immecdiate area., Itt!'s agbout two miles each
l
direction.
! -

| : The provosed unorthodox location, who owns the offset

L i[G~acre leagehold interest?

2 Magh, incdfohr ané Brown.
; e £11 of them?
% L ALY of them.
{ z i1l you gtate, ¥Mr., Sheldon, the reagons for the request

to drill the well 2t the proposed location? |

A Yeg.
< £11 right.
A Ir, "lindfohr wanted to drill the well aporoximately a half
‘2 normal location south of the 22 digcovery well, based on just puré
!
gpeology. The Abo weef trend through this vortion of Z4dy County, wé

think,

l_.lo

s colngz to be very narrow, probably one location certainly

|
|

not over half 2 mile. 'le are being very cautious to keep from
‘gtraddliaz the entire reef. Do they heve the =Zxhibit?

: R, ©ATSOM: Yo, here.

i i3 :lell, here'g several copleg. The Jackson 22-B Well, of

‘course, wWnen we located it on the ~round, we vut it in the center
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of a l:0-acre unit. We had hoped to hit the reef on the very crestL

|
but the hope wasn't quite fulfilled. ¥We drilled a slightly back
reef well. ¥e were gome 300 feet into the Abo before we found 3
porogity. There was considerable green shale; in fact, there was a
tiny bit of red shale, which is quite, insofar as I'm concerned,
it was definite proof that we were on the back gide of the reef, to
some, not a terribly lot, but the Cedar Lake Abe Field two miles
east 1g a very narrow situation, and the Tooly Well and the
Texag-Pacific Jell about two miles west, is on a very narrow situa-
tion. Lr. “/indfohr and I, too, for that matter, were quite con-

cerned that if we move 2 full location we might jump clear over

and get on the front side of the reef. Thls we did not want to

do.
i~ Referring to Applicantts Exhibit 2, did you prevare thisg:
Exhibit? !
|
A Yes, I prepared the Exhibit. |
. That doeg the =xhibit show with respect to where you

anticipate the Abo formation will be found 1n this nerticular arveal
A “iell, the Exhibit, of course, consists of a small sketch

man showinz the Yash, Windfohr and 2rown acreage with the surface

locations, and then a cross section nrojected; our interpretation

of what we think the Abo reef 1g going to look like, showing the

oll-water contact. ?

i}

. ow, this is based on information obtained in connection

{

with the drillin

[Uie]

of the 22-B Well?

)
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Itts based on what we knew originally, and what we

L

learned in drilling B-22.

£ Go shead, Mr. Sheldon.

>

A There 1s another factor, I think, that should be entered;
It 1g generally thought that nost wells drilled in the Abo are
drifting to the north and in the case of the Jackson B-22 lr.
YJindfonr had en =mastman directional survey taken, and, of course,g

the well --

G EHave you examined that survey?
A Yes. I have a copy of it and have examined it. The ;

well wound up 305 feet north and L5 feet west of the surface lo-

cation.
o) “What is the reason for that, Mr. Sheldon -- |
L Oh, wellg--
£ -- can you give any reason?
A Rotary wells tend to drift up structure. T don't know

why. In the Jackson B-22 at = depth of li,060 feet, a directional

e

survey wWag taken to find out where we were going, and at that
point it was 140 feet north and 2¢ feet east of the surface loca-

tion, which at that point placed it 238 feet north of the unit ‘

|
line. If it continues to drift the next 2,000 feet, it should be i
'

30 foot from the unit line, anyway.
MR. WUTTER: Thatte the Wo. 232

A Thatts the Yo. 23.

MR. MUTTER: What was the location?
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L,0357 feet. It was 2 137.57 feet and .23.5° feet east.

e

MR, MUTTER: Off the surface location?

=3

made exactly where 1t 1s, trying to bottom the hole, that!'s about
LLOO foot north of the unit line.

& (3y Mr. Vatson) Mr. Sheldon, it ig correct, is it not,
that the working interest and the royalty interest under the
Jackson E lease are identical?

A Yes, they are identical.
and Brown all own the liC~acre offsets =--

A Yes, they do.

-~ to this proposed location?

A In every direction.

3

Do you have anything else you want to add, Mr. Sheldon,

about your reasonsgs for recommending this location?

!

1

|

Off the surface location. The location was deliberately!

A To, T believe not. I'1ll be glad to answer any questions

We gimply, Mr., Windfohr and myself didn't want to astraddle the
reef on this exploratory well, trying to hit it on the top.
G Me you pointed out, Mr. Sheldon, it ig true, ian't it,
that the ibo reef formation is very narrow in placeg --

A In places, yes.

. -~ 1in Zddy County?

p
s

Yes, it is.

2 Some places not ag much as an entire location wide, is

.
1

.

2 I bvelieve we have already brought out that ¥agh, Windfohp

|

i
i
i
}
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that correct, an entire [j0C-acre tract?

2 Thet is probably correct, yes.
MR. WATSON: T have no further duestions at this time.
FR., WUTTER: Any qQuestions of Mr. Sheldon?
MR. MORRIS: Yeg, gir.
FR, MUTTER: Mr. Morris.
CROSS~-EXAMINATION

BY IMR. IMORRIS:

———

~

g Mr, Sheldon, your proposed locetion is unorthodox here
in that it is only 100 feet north of the quarter-quarter section
line, rather than 330, as required?

A Yes.

G Assuming that your avplication is granted, and that you f
obtain a productive well in Wo. 23, would any further wells be |
drilled in the southwest quarter of the southeast gquarter, the L0 |
directly south of the L0 we're in?

A Mr., Iorris, 1f this well is not too far structural on
the reef south, for lnstance, if we hit near the cresgst of the reef;
I'm sure the operator will wish to drill a well in the south LC, I
the one you just described.

e YMow, you are aware, are you not, of our rule, the Com-
mission's rule requiring that wells be 650 feet apart? That might
necessitate your coming back for another hearing to be 560 feet

from the well for which you are seeking avoroval here today. In

other words, to have a gtandard location in the southwest quarter,
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page 10

—
|
ter-quarter section line? E

A Yes, sir, and I do not anticipate that wet!ll have to comé
baclk, because if the wells are golng to drift off L0OC feet, we're :
poing to be quite -- we would be very reluctant to spud the well
any less than LiCO feet from the unit line, so I don't think SQC is
going to be a factor. I'm pogitive Mr, Windfohr will want to go
560 feet to keep under the geographic limit. He has already run
two Eastman surveys; someone might ask him to run another one.

2 In other words, you are of the opinion that if the un-
orthodox location that you are seeking today 1s granted, it will
not necessitate another unorthodox location application at a later
date?

A Mot on the L0 acres that you discussed. We might want
to the same thing, say, in the southwest of the southwest of 2|, i
but answering your question as I think you meant it, this unortho-
dox location will not directly cause another request.

o) Yeg, that was my question. ¥r., Sheldon, if there!'s some
guestion about where the bottom hole location of this well might

be, would Tash, Wlndfohr and Brown be willing to run a bottom hole

survey on this well?

4 Well, it has been run at 1,060 feet already. Yes, answepr-

ing your question, yes.

MR. MORRIS: I have no further questions. Thank you.

BY MR. NUTTER:
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£ ¥r. Sheldon, may I see the dlrectwonal survey that wag

run on the Wo. 23, please?

R

Yes.

2 When this survey was run, you had approximately 2,000
more feet to drill, is that right?

A 2,0C0. |

8] 3,000 more feet. At the time the survey was run, the
drift was in the neighborhood of l, 5 or 5 degrees?

A Four and three-quarters, something in that order, and

the hole is off at 5600, the hole wag still off 5 degrees.

mn

< viag there any noticeable chenge in the drift on the last}
1
2,000 feet on the No. 2 Well? |

i
!
]
|

A Yo, it sgtraightened up some. Here, it happens to be
here at 200. At L6, it was L degrees, at 51 it was L degrees i
and fifteen minutes, at 36, L degrees, at 4,000, L4L43, at 634%,
at 7,000, 3.

Q So the drift was relatively constant, it straightened upg
to a congtant rate of drift? i

A Yes.

G At the present time your ¥Wo. 23 Well hag moved 137 feet !
north of the survey's location?

A Yes.

= Doeg Yash, ¥Windfohr and Brown own the LC acres directly

to the south of the L0 acres on which this well is spudded?

2 Yes, gir,
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=

Ig their royalty ownership under that the geme? ;
Yes, |

IR, MUTTER: Any further questions? He may be excused. |

(Witness excused)

=
I
.

MUTTER: Do you have anythiag further, Mr. Watson?

MR, WATSOY: Yo, =zir, that!'s 211 we have.

53

MR, MUTTER: These ZIxhibits haventt been offered.
MR, WATSOY: Yes, I would like to offer Applicantts Ex-
and 2.

IR, "UTTER: Applicantts Exhibitsg 1 and 2 will be entered

in evidence.

in Case

recescse.

i
(Vhereupon, Applicantts Exhibits
Mog, 1 and 2 were received in
evidence)

MR, MUTTER: Does anyone have anything they wish to offef

226-7 Je'll take the case under advisement,and take sa
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STATE OF ™z MEXIC

)
) as
COUNMTY OF BEAVALILLO )

I, ADY DSARWMIEY, Court Reporter, in and for the County of
Bernalillo, State of Yew Mexico, do hereby certify that the fore-
going and attached Transcript of Proceedings before the Vew Mexico.
0il Conservation Commission wag reported by me in machine short-

nand and reduced to typewritten transcript under my personsl supers

¢
i

vision, and that the gsame is g true and correct record to the best

of my knowledze, skill and ability.

WITVHESS my Hand and Seal thig, the 7th day of M

the City of Albuguerque, County of Bernalillo, Stat

My Commission expires:

June lc/’ 1?63

I do hereby certify that the foregoing 1is i
[oYeye sord of Lbn proceedings in

Me-ico 0il Conservation Commission




