Page 1

NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

EXAMINER HEARING

SANTA FE | NEW MEXICO

Hearing Date JULY 31, 1985 Time:3:00 A.M.

NAME REPRESENTING LOCATION
Vo Ylkln Yl Yl e fe
'/T TR T . -?;gé . *"” ! i‘:w e L S

{

A T

!
T
A

A

/{J//v- 7</(:)g/ CL(/7 (%§fu44wfyﬁl v o Ve 72&;
ki | P ot

Lo Heorne vaYi /-/»{69 v Cou p. : M 5{/ 7

(7 A et (og f'?/fef ;S',.«;._m/ ANEN
VQLA47 §&-” f;/




NEW MEXICO OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION

EXAMINER HEARING

SANTA FE » NEW MEXICO

Hearing Date

JULY 31, 1985

Page 2

Time: 8:00 A.M.

NAME

REPRESENTING

LOCATION

oY ()OQAU)Ut
Brad Ho, **"\;\\«
EYEL Wi
o e

5/ s

74AJUJfUﬂ“UfVWJ~/Cl;i Cy

[

E) Mo \‘\N(J S I Taly

Alovcdi)t Fipenny 201 &

/\/‘Ar.fA‘/J/ /\Q h./ﬁ’w‘? %"/ (9

// //27, /Qé;’ffgavjzé;j/y,

Denoern

ﬂ%éﬁaﬁyﬁ
fif'OﬂnﬁAé

ISt T




:3ueor1ddy 8yl 1og

TI0GL8 ODIX® MdON ‘sg elues
*bpid 90T3I0 pue] a3e3ls
UOTSTAT(J UOT3IRAISSUOD TIO

UOTSTATJ 9yl O3 [asuno) Teba IUOTSTATQ
Jo14el 33or UOI3RAIISUOD TTO 3Y3l aod

SHIONYHAdVYI JddVN

ONIYVHIH 40 LATYDOSNVAL

I2UuTWexd ’EUEQUIUO °d 3I8qIIO

*weiboad bBurbbnid psaoad
~-de-uoTSTATQ ©® Y3TM 2DURPIOODR Ul
pauopueqe pur pabbnid sq 3ou prnoys
Ajuno) uenpQ ueg UT STI9M UTeIILWD

v Aym asned moys pur aeadde 03

~ ¥598 ‘Te 38 ‘ITdPuUI0) pue [[oxIeD pue ‘je
e 3o ‘Auedwo)d 1710 TY-AW-Td ITwrad o3
£598 UOTIO0W UMO S$3T UO UOTSTAT(J UOT3}IRAISS
dSVYD ~uod TTO @y3z Aq peried sburtaesy ayj

ARCe-fe L Ectsi

240 ddLLVW JHL NI

ONTIVHAH HINIWVYXAH
6861 ATnL 1€

ODIXdW MAN ‘Jd VINVS
ONIAIINd dADIJJ0 ANVT HLVLS
NOISIAIJ NOILVAJISNOD IO
LNIWLEVdIA STVIIANIW ONV ADYINA
QOIXIW MIN 40 HLVLS

ST
144
ET
144
1z
(114
61
8t
Lt
9l
Sl
14!
£l
(4}
(]}

ol



o1

weaboag burbbnid ’‘anog
o3o0yd ‘ssayl
depny ‘om]

AIO3STH ‘BuU0

wexboad butrbbnid ‘anod
aTburapend ‘os1y]
o3jouyd ‘om],

AI03STH ‘LU0

SLIdF9IHIXH

ITATYXI UOTSTATA
ITATYXT UOTSTAIQ
ITATYXT UOTSTAIQ
ITATYXE UOTSTATIQ

¥598 dSYO

ITATYXA UOTSTATQ
3ITATYXI UOTSTAIQ
3ITATYXT UOTSTATA
ITATYXT UOTSTAIQ

€698 dSYD

erURlUIND °*IW Aq uorjRUTWEXF SSOID

I0TA®R], *aIW Aq uoTjeUTWEXHd 3IOSIAIQ

XddNI

NOS'IOHD SHTIVHO

ST
1 £4

€7

1z
114
61
81
Ll
91
Sl
14
£l
(4]
i

o1



10
n
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

23
24

25

MR. QUINTANA: The hearing will
come to order for Docket No. 24-85.

This morning we're going to
call Case 8653, which is in the matter of the hearing called
by the 0il Conservation Division on its own motion to permit
El1-My-Ri 0il Company and other interested parties to appear
and show cause why the Martin Well No. 3, located 2190 feet
from the south line and east line of Section 34 in San Juan
County, should not be plugged and abandoned in accordance
with a Division-approved plugging program.

MR. TAYLOR: Mr. Examiner, my
name is Jeff Taylor. I'm counsel for the 0il Conservation
Division.

I have one witness who needs to
be sworn, and we would like to request that this case be
consolidated with the following case on the docket, No.
8654, --

MR. QUINTANA: In that --

MR. TAYLOR: -- for purposes of
testimony.

MR. QUINTANA: In that case
we'll call Case 8654, also, which is in the matter of the
hearing called by the 0il Conservation Division on its own

motion to permit Carroll and Cornell and all other inter-
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4
ested parties to appear and show cause why the Cornell Fed-
eral Lease Well No. 9 should not be plugged and abandoned in

accordance with Division-approved plugging program.
Are there appearances in Case

8653 and 86547?

If not, would you please stand

at this time and be sworn in?

(Witness sworn.)

You may proceed, Mr. Taylor.

CHARLES GHOLSON,
being called as a witness and being duly sworn upon his

oath, testified as follows, to-wit:

DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. TAYLOR:

Q Will you please state your name,
position, and place of residence for the record, please?

A I'm Charles Gholson. I'm a Deputy
Inspector with the OCD in Aztec, New Mexico.

Q You're an inspector for the OCD in Aztec?

A Yes, sir.

Q And how long have you been so employed?
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A Thirteen years.

Q Have you previously testified before the
Commission and had your credentials accepted as a matter of
record?

A Yes.

MR. TAYLOR: Mr. Examiner, I'd
like to move that the witness be accepted as an expert wit-
ness on the subject.

MR. QUINTANA: He is considered
an expert witness. You may proceed.

Q Mr. Gholson, does your district, District
III, include the -- that part of San Juan County involved in
these two cases?

A Yes, sir.

Q Would you then please state the purpose
of Case 86537

A 8653 is an old well that has been idle,
never produced, since 1958, and in order to protect hydro-
carbons, fresh water, environment, I recommend the well be
plugged.

Q Do you have several exhibits I could give
to the examiner?

A Yes, sir.

Q All right, Mr. Gholson, would you then

state the purpose of the Case 8654 for us?
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6

A Well, it's the same as Case 8653, except
for domestic water wells in this area, which contain gas and
are unusable and I -- it's my contention that the Carroll
and Cornell, Cornell No. 9, is causing or contributing to
this problem.

These are domestic water wells original-

ly.

Q Okay. Have you reviewed the reports in
the files of the Commission on these cases?

A Yes, sir.

Q Would you please go through these records

with us for case, first Case 8653?

A As the exhibits?
Q Uh-huh.
A Okay. Exhibit One is a brief history

of, and the present status of, the El1-My-Ri 0il Company Mar-
tin No. 3.

Exhibit Two is just a print of a photo-
graph of the well,

Exhibit Three is a copy of a USGS Quad-
rangle showing the exact location of the well.

Exhibit Four is a Division-approved plug-
ging program.

And the Carroll and Cornell exhibits are

about the same.
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7
One is a brief history of the well.
Two is a site map.
Three is a photograph.
Four is a Division-approved plugging pro-
gram.

Q Do you happen to know when the last offi-
cial form or communication was filed with the Commission on
either of these cases, on either of these wells?

A Yes, sir, the El-My~Ri Well was converted
to a water well in 1963. The landowner signed the Affidavit
of Responsibility for conversion to a water well. He is de-
ceased and the property has changed hands several times.

The well is improperly plugged and pre-
sents a hazard.

Q How about the well in Case 86547?

A The last correspondence was 1949, This
well was completed in the Mesaverde as a dry hole (not un-
derstood).

Q Do you have any other communications rel-
ative to either of these wells that should be brought to the
attention of the Commission?

A No, sir, I do not.

Q Okay, and your Exhibit Four in each -- in
each case is an approved plugging program.

Could you just briefly go through each of
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those for us?

A Yes, sir. The El1-My-Ri Well has 8-5/8ths
at 100 feet, 25 sacks of cement; has 4-1/2 at 1350 with 175
sacks with a plug, a 1l0-sack cement plug at 800 feet.

Intend to go 1in the hole with a bit,
drill out that plug, clean out hole to TD, set a bottom plug
inside the casing:; find a free point, shoot and pull the
casing or perforate above the free point; set a cement plug
at the casing stub to cover the Ojo Alamo; set a top plug
150 to 50 feet in and below the surface pipe; set a dry hole
marker, 10 sacks of cement.

And the Carroll and Cornell well, clean
out hole to TD, 4450; set a cement plug -- this well has two
strings of casing in it, by the way -- set a cement plug
4450 to 4100 feet inside in the string of casing; finda
free point on the 3-1/2 casing, shoot it and pull it; find a
free point on the 5-inch casing, shoot and pull it; set a
cement ~- 150-foot cement plug at the 5-inch casing stub:
set a plug 700 feet to 550 to cover the 0jo Alamo; set a
cement plug 140 feet to 40 feet in and outside the surface:
set a dry hole marker.

Q Thank you. The well in Case 8653, did
you state that it's venting gas?
A A small amount, a bare trace.

o] Okay, and this well in Case 8653, in your
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9
opinion could failure to plug this well cause waste and
create a hazard?

A Yes, sir, it could. One major thing,
this area is being subdivided now into blocks and it's being
developed very rapidly. The well would present a hazard.

Q Are these exhibits in Case 8653 copies of .
documents received in the normal course of business or were
they documents prepared by you or under your supervision or
control?

A They were all prepared by me.

MR. TAYLOR: Mr. Examiner, I°'4d
like to move the admission of Exhibits One through Four in
Case 8653.

MR. QUINTANA: Exhibits One
through Four will be accepted as evidence.

Q And in Case 8654 you said you believed
that the well in that case was leaking gas, also.

A Yes, I think it has a casing failure.

Q And would failure to plug this well cause
waste or create a hazard?

A Well, it already has, as a matter of
fact, several of these domestic water wells in the area have
a large amount of gas in them that could be dangerous, too.

Q And were the Exhibits One through Four in

this case prepared by you or under your supervision?
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10
A Yes, sir.

MR. TAYLOR: Mr, Examiner, I'd
like to move the admission of Exhibits One through Four in
Case 8654.

MR. QUINTANA: Exhibits One
through Four in Case 8654 will be accepted as evidencein
Case 8654.

Mr. Gholson, I have a couple of
questions for you.

A Okay.

CROSS EXAMINATION
BY MR. QUINTANA:
Q In Case 8653, the Martin Well No. 3, that
well was plugged back to 800 feet and converted to a water
well, Are you stating that that plug that was originally

put in there was not adequate?

A Yes, sir.
Q It was not properly plugged?
A Right. It's the plug below the O0jo

Alamo. We should have cement across the 0jo Alamo in this
area and it also should have a bottom plug on the bottom.

o} How did it come to your attention tha-
the well was venting gas?

A I was told the well was there. I four
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11
the well, loocked up the records, and I went out and checked

it with an "explosometer".

Q On Case 8654, the Cornell Well No. 9,

that was never plugged at all.

A No, sir, it was not plugged.
Q And how did that come to your attention
to -- I guess because of the wells in the area exhibiting

gas in them.

A Right, I found it looking for casing

failures in that area.

MR. QUINTANA: I have no fur-

ther questions of the witness.

Are there further questions of

the witness? If not, the witness may be excused.

Case 8653 and 8654 will be

taken under advisement.

(Hearing concluded.)
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