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STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
ENERGY AND MINERALS DEPARTMENT 

OIL CONSERVATION DIVISION 
STATE LAND OFFICE BUILDING 

SANTA FE, NEW MEXICO 

20 August 1986 

EXAMINER HEARING 

IN THE MATTER OF: . 

The hearing c a l l e d by the O i l Con- CASE 
ser v a t i o n D i v i s i o n on i t s own motion 8968 
to permit John Caranta d/b/a Cardel 
O i l Company, e t a l , to appear and show 
cause why Caranta Well No. 1 i n Rio 
Ar r i b a County, should not be plugged 
and abandoned i n accordance w i t h a 
D i v i s i o n approved plugging program. 

BEFORE: David R. Catanach, Examiner 

TRANSCRIPT OF HEARING 

A P P E A R A N C E S 

For the O i l Conservation J e f f Taylor 
D i v i s i o n : Attorney a t Law 

Legal Counsel t o the D i v i s i o n 
State Land O f f i c e Bldg. 
Santa Fe, New Mexico 8 7501 

For the App l i c a n t : 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

I N D E X 

ERNIE BUSCH 

D i r e c t E x a m i n a t i o n by M r . T a y l 

E X H I B I T S 

D i v i s i o n E x h i b i t One, Plugging Program 

D i v i s i o n E x h i b i t Two, Map 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

3 

MR. CATANACH: We'll c a l l next 

Case Number 8968. 

Which i s i n the matter of the 

hearing c a l l e d by the O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n on i t s own 

motion t o permit John Caranta d/b/a Cardel O i l Company, and 

a l l other i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s to appear and show cause why 

the Caranta Well No. 1, located 1980 f e e t from the south and 

east l i n e s (Unit J) of Section 23, Township 32 North, Range 

1 West, Rio A r r i b a County, should not be plugged and aban­

doned i n accordance w i t h a D i v i s i o n approved plugging pro­

gram. 

(Witness sworn.) 

ERNIE BUSCH, 

being c a l l e d as a witness and being duly sworn upon h i s 

oath, t e s t i f i e d as f o l l o w s , t o - w i t : 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY MR. TAYLOR: 

Q Please s t a t e your name f o r the record. 

A My name i s Ernie Busch. I'm D i s t r i c t 

Geologist, D i s t r i c t I I I , O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n , employed 

i n Aztec, New Mexico. 
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Q How long have you been so employed, Mr. 

Busch? 

A Just under three years. 

Q Have you p r e v i o u s l y t e s t i f i e d before the 

Commission and had your c r e d e n t i a l s accepted as a matter of 

record? 

A I have. 

MR. TAYLOR: Mr. Examiner, I 

tender the witness as an expert g e o l o g i s t . 

MR. CATANACH: The witness i s 

considered q u a l i f i e d . 

Q Mr. Busch, does your d i s t r i c t , D i s t r i c t 

I I I , include t h a t p a r t of Rio A r r i b a County involved i n t h i s 

case? 

A Yes, i t does. 

Q Would you please s t a t e the purpose of 

Case 8968? 

A Yes. To c a l l Cardel O i l Company to hear­

ing to show cause why the Caranta No. 1, Unit J of Section 

23, 32 North, 1 West, Rio Ar r i b a County, should not be plug­

ged and abandoned. 

Q Have you reviewed the re p o r t s and the 

f i l e s of the Commission on t h i s case? 

A Yes, I have. 

C Would you please go through the f i l e or 
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other records you have, then, f o r the Examiner? 

A E x h i b i t One i s i n the form of a D i v i s i o n 

approved plugging program, broken down i n t o nine items, ex­

cuse me, seven items, and I ' l l go through those b r i e f l y . 

Item one, p u l l 7-inch casing. 

Item two, go i n hole w i t h t u b i n g to TD 

and set a 150-foot cement plu g . 

Item t h r e e , w a i t on cement a minimum of 3 

hours; go i n the hole w i t h t u b i n g and tag same. 

Item f o u r , p u l l out of hole t o base of 

Gallup and set a cement plug to cover the Gallup. 

Item f i v e , come out of hole t o 257 f e e t 

and set a cement plug 50 f e e t below and 50 f e e t i n s i d e sur­

face pipe. 

Item s i x , set the top plug and dry hole 

marker w i t h a minimum of ten sacks of cement. 

Item seven, f i l l the p i t s , clean, and 

l e v e l l o c a t i o n . 

Q Okay, would you then i d e n t i f y E x h i b i t Two 

f o r the Examiner. 

A Yes. 

Q And e x p l a i n what t h a t i s ? 

A E x h i b i t Number Two i s a copy of the 

United States Geological Survey topography map being used as 

a v i c i n i t y p l a t here, l o c a t i n g the w e l l i n J of Section 23, 
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32 North, 1 West. 

Q Now what i s the purpose f o r plugging t h i s 

w e l l ? I s Cardel O i l Company s t i l l i n business t o the best 

of your knowledge? 

A No, Cardel O i l Company i s not i n b u s i ­

ness. 

Q And t h i s w e l l has been abandoned w i t h o u t 

being p r o p e r l y plugged. 

A That's c o r r e c t . 

Q Do you have any communications r e l a t i v e 

t o the w e l l i n the w e l l f i l e t h a t should be brought t o the 

a t t e n t i o n of the Commission? 

A No, I do not. 

Q Are the e x h i b i t s t h a t you've presented t o 

us, One and Two, copies of documents received by you or pre­

pared by you i n the normal course of business? 

A Yes. 

Q And i f — would f a i l u r e to plug t h i s w e l l 

cause waste or create a hazard? 

A Yes. 

MR. TAYLOR: I move then the 

admission of E x h i b i t s One and Two. 

MR. CATANACH: E x h i b i t s One and 

Two w i l l be admitted i n t o evidence. 

MR. TAYLOR: And t h a t ' s a l l we 
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have i n t h i s case, 

t i o n s o f t he w i t n e s s , 

Case 8968? 

advisement, 

MR. CATANACH: I have no ques-

He may be excused. 

Is there anything f u r t h e r i n 

I f not, i t w i l l be taken under 

(Hearing concluded.) 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 

I f SALLY W. BOYD, C.S.R., DO HEREBY 

CERTIFY t h a t the foregoing T r a n s c r i p t of Hearing before the 

O i l Conservation D i v i s i o n (Commission) was reported by me; 

t h a t the said t r a n s c r i p t i s a f u l l , t r u e , and c o r r e c t record 

of the hearing prepared by me t o the best of my a b i l i t y . 


