
BEFORE THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
EARL A.BENSON AND WILLIAM V. MONTIN 
FOR THE APPROVAL OF GALLEGOS CANYON 
UNIT AGREEMENT EMBRACING 39,324.51 
ACRES OF LAND IN TOWNSHIP 28 NORTH, 
RANGES 11, 12 AND 13 WEST AND TOWN­
SHIP 29 NORTH, RANGES 12 AND 13 WEST, 
N.M.P.M., SAN JUAN COUNTI, NEW MEXICO. 

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

BY THE COMMISSION; 

This cause coming on for hearing at ten o'clock a. nu, on the 
24th day of April, 1951, at Santa Fe, New Mexico, before the Oil Con­
servation Commission of New Mexico, hereinafter referred to as the 
"Commission,* upon the application of Earl A. Benson and William V. 
Montin for approval of the Gallegos Canyon Unit Agreement, embracing 
lands situated in San Juan County, New Mexico, and the Commission 
having considered said application and the evidence introduced in sup­
port thereof and being fully advised in the premises: 

FINDS that the proposed unit plan will in principle tend to pro­
mote the conservation of oil and gas and the prevention of waste; 

IT IS, THEREFORE, ORDERED BY THE COMMISSION AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. That this order shall be known as the 

GALLEBOS CANYON UNIT AGREEMENT ORDER. 

Section 2. (a) That the project herein referred to shall be 
known as the Gallegos Canyon Unit Agreement, and shall hereafter be 
referred to as the "Project." 

(b) That the plan by whieh the Project shall be operated shall 
be embraced in the form of a unit agreement for the development and 
operation of the Gallegos Canyon Unit Agreement Area referred to in the 
Petitioners' petition and filed with said petition,and such plan shall 
be known as the Gallegos Canyon Unit Agreement Plan. 

Section 3« That the Gallegos Canyon Unit Agreement Plan is here­
by approved as a proper conservation measure; provided, however, that 
notwithstanding any of the provisions contained in said unit agreement, 
this approval shall not be considered as waiving or relinquishing in 
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any manner any rights, duties or obligations which are now, or may 
heraafter, be vested in the Hew Mexico Oil Conservation Commission by 
law relative to the supervision and control of operations for explora­
tion and development of any lands committed to said Gallegos Canyon 
Unit Agreement, or relative to the production of o i l or gas therefrom. 

Section 4. (a) That the Unit Area shall be the following des­
cribed lands, a l l located in San Juan County, New Mexico, to-wit: 

NEW MEXICO PRINCIPAL MERIDIAN: 

Township 28 North. Range 11 West 

Sec. 7 - All 
See. 18- All 
Sec. 19-A11 

Township 28 North. Range 12 West 

Sees. 7 to 34, incl . 

Township 28 North. Range 13 West 

Sees. 11 to 14, incl . 
Sees. 23 to 26, incl . 
Sees. 35 and 36 

Township 29 North. Range 12 West 

Sec. 16 - SW/4 
Sees. 17 to 21, incl . 
Sec. 22 - W/2, SE/4 
Sec. 25 - W/2, SE/4 
Sees. 26 to 36, incl. 

Township 29 North. Range 13 West 

Sec. 13 - All 
Sees. 23 to 26, incl. 
Sees. 34 to 36, incl . 

Said area embraces a total of 39,324.51 acres of land. 

(b) The Unit Area may be enlarged or contracted as provided in 
said Plan. 

Section 5. That the Unit Operator shall f i l e with the Commis­
sioner of Public Lands an executed original or executed counterpart 
of the Gallegos Canyon Unit Agreement within thirty days after the 
effective date thereof. 
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Section 6. That any party owning rights in the unitized sub­
stances who does not commit such rights to said Unit Agreement before 
the effective date thereof may thereafter become a party thereto by 
subscribing to such agreement or counterpart thereof. The unit opera­
tor shall file with the Commission within thirty days an original of 
any such counterpart. 

Section 7* That this Order shall become effective on the first 
day of the calendar month next following the approval of the Commis­
sioner of Public Lands of the State of New Mexico and the Director of 
the United States Geological Survey, and shall terminate ipso facto 
on the termination of said Unit Agreement. The last unit operator 
shall immediately notify the Commission in writing of such termina­
tion. 

DONE at Santa Fe, New Mexico, this ^ day of April, 1951. 

STATE OF NEW MEXICO 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

Chairman 

(SEAL) 

-3-



IK THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF 
EARL A. BfiMSOM AND WILLIAM V. MONTIN 
FOR THE APP1GTAL Of QALLMOS CANIOK 
OMIT AQMMSmt EMBRACING 39.324.51 
ACRES OF LAMB IN TOWNSHIP if NORTH, 
RANGES 11, 12 AND 13 WIST AMD TOWN­
SHIP 29 NOKTH, RANGES 12 AND 13 WEST 
N.M.P.M., SAM JUAN COUNTY, NEW Mill© 

Tho undereigned, Commissioner of Public Lands of the State of 
New Mexico, having considered the Application of Earl A. Benson and 
William V. Montin for approval of the Qalle^es Can von Unit Agreement, 
covering lands Is San Juan County, New Mexico, described in said 
Agreement, and the undersigned having considered the aforesaid Appli­
cation and the evidence offered by the Petitioners at the hearing 
before the Oil Conservation Commission on tho 24th day of April, 
1951, FINDSI 

1. That said Gallegos Canyon Unit Agreement will tend to pro­
mote the conservation of oil end gas end the better utilisation of 
reservoir energy* 

2. That under the operation of the proposed Unit Agreement, 
the State of New Mexico will reeeive its fair share of the recover­
able oil or gee in plaee under its lands in the area effected. 

3. That the Agreement ie in ether respects for the best inter­
ests of the State of New Mexioo. 

Said Agreement JL/a hereby approved. 
Dated April <^2_, 1951, at Santa Fe, New Mexico. 



B E F O R E T H E OIL C O N S E R V A T I O N COMMISSION 
O F T H E S T A T E O F NEW M E X I C O 

IN T H E M A T T E R O F T H E H E A R I N G C A L L E D 
B Y T H E OIL C O N S E R V A T I O N COMMISSION 
O F T H E S T A T E O F NEW M E X I C O F O R T H E 
P U R P O S E O F CONSIDERING: 
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IN T H E M A T T E R OF T H E A P P L I C A T I O N O F 
E A R L A. BENSON AND W I L L I A M V. MONTIN 
F O R T H E A P P R O V A L O F T H E G A L L E G O S CANYON 
UNIT A G R E E M E N T E M B R A C I N G 39, 324. 51 A C R E S 
O F L A N D IN T . 28 N, Rges. 11, 12 and 13 W E S T AND 
T . 29 N, Rges. 12 and 13 W E S T , N . M . P . M . , SAN 
JUAN C O U N T Y , NEW M E X I C O 

B Y T H E COMMISSION: 

This matter came on for hearing at 10:00 o'clock a .m. on 
January 25, 1951, at Santa F e , New Mexico, before the Oil Conservation 
Commission of New Mexico, and upon motion of J . O. Seth, attorney 
for E a r l A . Benson and William V . Montin, the case is hereby ordered 
continued until the February 20, 1951 regular hearing of the Commission 
in Santa F e , New Mexico. 

D O N E , at Santa F e , New Mexico, on this 25th day of January, 1951. 

O R D E R O F T H E COMMISSION 

S T A T E O F NEW M E X I C O 
OIL C O N S E R V A T I O N COMMISSION 

EDWIN L . M E C H E M , Chairman 



BEFORE THE OIL, CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO 

IN T H E M A T T E R OF T H E HEARING C A L L E D 
BY THE OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF NEW M E X I C O FOR T H E 
PURPOSE OF CONSIDERING: 

CASE NO. 247 
ORDER NO. R-53 

I N T H E M A T T E R OF T H E A P P L I C A T I O N OF 
E A R L A. BENSON AND W I L L I A M V . M O N T I N 
FOR T H E A P P R O V A L OF THE GALLEGOS CANYON 
UNIT A G R E E M E N T EMBRACING 39, 324. 51 ACRES 
OF L A N D IN T . 28 N , Rges. 11, 12 and 13 WEST AND 
T . 2 9 N , Rges. 12 and 13 WEST, N . M . P . M . , SAN 
JUAN COUNTY, NEW M E X I C O 

This mat te r came on f o r hear ing at 10:00 o 'c lock a . m . on F e b r u a r y 20, 
having p rev ious ly been continued to that date at Santa Fe, New Mexico , before 
the O i l Conservat ion Commiss ion of New Mex ico , and upon mot ion of the 
Honorable J . O. Seth, a t torney f o r E a r l A . Benson and W i l l i a m V . Mont in , 
the case is hereby ordered continued u n t i l the regular hear ing before the 
Commiss ion on A p r i l 24, 1951 i n Santa Fe , New Mexico . 

DONE, at Santa Fe , New Mexico , on this 26th day of F e b r u a r y 1951. 

ORDER OF THE COMMISSION 

S T A T E OF NEW M E X I C O 
OIL CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

EDWIN L ^ M E C H E M , Cha i rman 


