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Reclamation Objectives and Procedures

Reclamation Objective: Oil and gas development is one of many uses of the public lands and resources,
While development may have a short- or long-term effect on the land, successful reclamation can ensure
the effect is not pérmanent. During the life of the development, all disturbed areas not needed for active
support of production operations should undergo “interim” reclamation in order to mimimize the
environmental impacts of development on other resources and nses, At final abandonment, well locations,
production facilities, and access roads must undergo “final” reclamation so that the character and
productivity of the land and water are restored.

The long-term objective of final reclamation is 1o set the course for eventual ecosystem restoration,
including the restoration of the natural vegetation community, hydrology, and wildlife habitats. In most
cases this means returning the land to a condition approximating or equal to that which existed prior to the
disturbance. The final goal of reclamation is to restore the character of the land and water to s pre-
disturbance condition. The operator is generally not responsible for achieving full ecological restoration of
the site. Instead, the operator must achieve the short-term stability, visnal, hydrological, and productivity
objectives of the surface management agency and take Steps necessary to ensure that long-term objectives
will be reached through natural processes.

To achieve these objectives, remove any and all contaminants, scrap/trash, equipment, pipelines and
powerlines (Contact service companies, zllowing plenty of time to have the risers and power lines and
poles removed prior to reclamation, don’t wait till the last day and try to get them to remeve
infrastructure). Strip and remove caliche, contour the location to blend with the surrounding landscape,
re-distribute the native soils, provide erosion conirol ag needed, rip and seed as specified in the onginal
APD COA. This will apply to well pads, facilities, and access roads. Barricade access road at the starting
point. If reserve pits have not reclaimed due to salts or other contamunants, submit a plan for approval, as 1o
how you propose to provide adequate restoration of the pit area.

1 The Apphcation for Permit to Drill or Reenter (APD, Form 3160-3), Surface Use Plan of
Operations must mclude adequate measures for stabilization and reclamation of disturbed lands
Qil and Gas operators must plan for reclamation, both interim and final, up front 1n the APD
process as per Onshore O1l and Gas Order No. 1

2. For wells and/cor access roads not having an approved plan, or an wnadequate plan for surface
reclamation {either interim or final reclamation), the operator must submit a proposal describing
the procedures for reclamation. For interim reclamation, the appropnate time for submittal would
be when filing the Wel] Completion or Recompletion Report and Log (Form 3160-4). For final
reclamation, the appropriate time for submitta) would be when filing the Notice of Intent, or the
Subsequent Report of Abandonment, Sundry Notices and Reports on Wells (Form 3160-5)
Interim reclamation 1s to be completed within 6 months of well completion, and final reclamation
s 10 be completed within 6 months of well abandonment.

Led

The operetor must file a Subsequent Report Plug and Abandonmert (Form 3160-5) following the
plugging of 2 weli.

N Y

Previous mstruction had you waiting for a BLM specialist to inspect the location and provide vou
with reclamation requirements. If you have an approved Surface Use Plan of Operation and/or zg
epproved Sundry Notice, you are free to proceed with reciamation as per zpproved APD. if you



have issues ¢  .ncemns, contact a RIM specialist to assist you. . would be in your interest to
have a BLM specialist look at the location and access road prior to the removal of reclamation
equipment to ensure that it meets BILM objectives, Upon conclusion submit & Form 3160-3,
Subsequent Report of Reclamation. This will promipt a specialist to inspect the location to venfy
work was completed as per approved plans.

The approved Subsequent Report of Reclamation will be your notice that the native soils, contour
and seedbed have been reestablished, If the BLM objectives have not been met the operator wll
be notified and corrective actions may be required.

It is the responsibility of the operator to monitor these locations and/or access roads until such
time as the operator feels that the BLM objective has been met. If after two ETOWINg seasons the
location and/or access roads ate not showing the potential for successful revegetation, additional
actions may be needed. When you feel the BLM objectives have been met submit a Fina]
Abandonment Notice (FAN), Form 3160-5, stating that all reclamation requirements have been
achieved and the location and/or access road is ready for a final abandonment inspection,

At this time the BLM specialist will inspect the location and/or access road. If the native soils and
contour have been restored, and the revegetation 15 successful, the FAN will be approved,
releasing the operator of any further liability of the location and/or access road. If the location
and/or access road have not achieved the objective, you will be notified as to additional work

needed or additional time being needed to achieve the objective
if there are any questions, please feel free to contact any of the following specialists

Jim Amos
Supervisory Petroleum Engineering Tech
575-234-5909 (Office), 575-361-2648 (Cell)

Arthur Arias
Environmenta) Protection Specialist
575-234-6230

Crisha Morgan
Environmental Protection Specialist
575-234-5987

Melissa Homn
Environmental Protection Specialist
575-234-50951

Kelsey Wade
Environmental Protection Specialist
575-234-2220

Trishia Bad Bear, Hobbs Field Station
Natural Resource Specialist
575-393-3612





